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PREFACE. 


An introduftion to a book may be fo far ufeful, 
as it may explain the writer’s intention, and enable 
odrers to pafs a fair judgment upon his performance. 
For, unlefs his particular views be well underftood and 
confidered, it is probable, that he may be rallil^ qpn- 
fured for difappointing tliole hopes, which he could 
not have gratified, without departing from his plan. 
Some previous obfervations, then, may be proper in 
the prefent inftance, to apprize the reader what he 
may expedt. , 

The following pradlical refleclions on Scripture 
Charafters were originally drawn up for the inflrrudion 
of a plain Congregation, and delivered to tliewi in the 
form of Sermons: and to their ufe they are now 
more immediately dedicated. The Author, indeed, 
though with much diffidence, fubmits them to the 
public: and to tl»s he has been induced by a defire 
to promote tire profitable ftudy of the word of God, 
among others, as well as among tire people wlio are 
his peculiar charge. He prefumes not to folicit the 
attention of criticai readers, who ate pleafcd with no¬ 
velty of fentimenr, literary remarks, or the embcl}ilh- 
ments of ftylc and language. For fuch perfon* he does 
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viii c E. 

not write; and thercfo]^, were he capable of enrich¬ 
ing his compofitioq Tyithjii^fe ornaments, which would 
have recommended him to“their notice, he muft have 
declined it, in order to be confiftent with his own 
purpofe. But he hopes, that the ferious enquirer after 
facred truth, and the humble Chriftian, who, laying 
afide fruitlefs controverfy, is anxious to advance his 
own fpiritual edification, will hereby be inftrufted, 
confirmed, and comforted, “ in the way of righteouf- 
nefs.” 

The defign is, to point out the proper improve¬ 
ment of the inlpired hiftory, many parts of which may 
appear, to common readers, dry and uninterefting, 
and to offer fuch reflexions upon the various occur¬ 
rences, as a pious mind would wifh to indulge. To 
this end, plainnefs of fpeech is ftudied, curious re- 
fearches are avoided, nor is any new information aimed 
at, as^€ing entirely foreign from the plan. Thofe 
doXrines, which have been generally received in the 
Chriftian Chiuch, are taken for granted, and a 
praXical application of them is addrefied to perlbns of 
different deferiptions. Neither the limits, nor the in¬ 
tent of the work, would have permitted a labouied 
defence of each truth, that is here advanced. And, 
perhaps, after all the controverfial writings with which 
the world abounds, the important purpofes of religion 
will be more effeXualiy promoted by folemn and earneft 
exhortations, grounded on acknowledged principles, 
than^^by the moff ingenious and folid arguments, in 
vii^ilpei^on even of the pureft creed. The latter, in- 
rifed^ -may be highly ufeful, as conveymg light to the 
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undei-ftanding, and conviction to the judgment j but 
the former, in general, have a more powerful influence 
upon the will and the afFeCtions, and are therefore more 
conducive to praCtice. 

It is prefumed, that the ftudy of facred Biography, 
as it engages the mind by the variety of remarkable in¬ 
cidents and characters, which it brings into view, will 
be attended with many peculiar advantages. The per¬ 
fections and moral government of Gpd are hereby dif- 
played and demonftrated, while numerous and indubir 
table faCls declare, what has been His conduCl towards 
his creatures. The nature of man, which is here faith¬ 
fully reprefented in different circumftances and rela¬ 
tions, will be better underftood, titan by any fpecula- 
tive enquiries concerning it. The great plan of Re¬ 
demption, alfo, will be more clearly exhibited, than 
by any dry lyftem of doCtrines: for licre v'c fhall fee, 
in what manner, and by wh^ feeps, it was carried on 
from age to age, and to what extent the benefits of it 
have been received and enjoyed by the true fervants of 
God. ISFor is it the lead confiderable recommenda¬ 
tion of this ftudy,- that it feems particularly calculated 
to promote lelf-knowledge. By looking at the ex¬ 
cellencies of others, we are convinced of our own 
duty, and our fad declenfions from it, much more for¬ 
cibly than by the mere reading of precepts and direc¬ 
tions. And while we are called upon^to cenfure the 
bafenefs of “ hypocrites and deceivers,” we are at the 
lame time conftrained to tremble Tbi» ourfelves, to ex¬ 
amine what refemblance we bear to them, and to be¬ 
ware of thofe temptations, by which tiiey were feduced. 

A publication 
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A puWic«ion of a fimikr nature and tdidCncy*, 
widt iJjat which is here offered, to the world, has lately 
appeared, and may be thought to render the prefent 
unneceflary. The Author, however, begs leave to 
c^ferve, that he had laid his own plan, before he was 
apprized that any thing of a likn kind Was even under 
contemf^tion. And, though upon fuch information 
he did not defift from his puipofe, he hopes that he 
lhall not be confidcred as interfering in another’s pro¬ 
vince, or as having the prefumpdon to fuppofe, that 
this fmall attempt woidd fuperfede the performance 
alluded to. For, though that be a work of confefied 
merif, yet, if it be contmued through the old and new 
teftament on the fame extcnfive fcale, on which it is 
begun, it wiy^ not come within the purchafe of many 
plain people, to whom in a more cfpecial manner thefe 
pradical exhortations are addreffed. 

A repetition of fcntiment may be found in fome parts 
of thefe effaysj and this is fcarccly to be avoided, while 
we are endeavouring to deduce ufeful inftruftions from 
the principal events recorded in the Scriptures. For, 
as we meet with fimilar occurrences in different periods 
of the facred hiftory, and as feveral of the chanifbers, 
here delineated, bear a near refemblance to each other* 
the fame thoughts will naturally offer themfelves to the 
mind: nor ou^t tliey to be rejected, merely becaufe 
tiiey harve be^ fuggefted upon a former occafkift. 
Perhaps, at one dme, a ferious reflexion may have a 
peculiar influence, and leave a ffrong impreiffion, ki 

• Dr. Hunter’s Sacred Biography, 
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favour of religion, which, at another, it mi^tfail of 
producing. 

Upon the whole, the Author is fully fenlible, thtt 
he ftands in much need of the candour of hia readers, 
which he earneftly folidts. But for a firm and undif> 
guifed declaration of his fentitnents, upon the db^liaea 
of revelation, he begs no indulgence. Convincrf as 
he is of their truth and importance, he moft anxioufly 
dcfires to recommend them to others; and he is not 
afraid to alTerf, that the principles he maintains, and the 
exiiortations he delivets, fo far as they are agreeable 
“ to the law and to the teftiroony,” dcmandj snd dc- 
ferye, attention. 

It is his ardent prayer, for all who fhall perufe die 
following pages, that they may “ receive, the love 
the truth,” and attain to fuch a knowledge of die holy 
fcripturcs, as will “ make them wife unto Salvation, 
through faith which is in Clfrift Jelus.” 
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SCRIPTURB CHARACTERS. 


ADAM. 

CHAPTER I. 

SECT. I. 

’The Sxripures of divine authority — inftru£l us hy exm- 
ples, — Adam, a remarkable character—created anet ap¬ 
pointed God's vicegerent—forbidden to eat of the tree 
of knowledge—received Eve—made in the image of 
God, as rejembling Him in knowledge, holinefs, and 
happinejs, 

TTh E holy fcriptures are the gracious gift of God, 
an invaluable blefling vouchfafed to mankind. They 
carry with them indubitable marks of their divine 
original: and that they are “ written by inlpiration o( 
God,” has been demonftrated “ by many infallible 
proofs.” The attempts of infidelity, to overturn or 
weaken the evidence in their favour, have tended only 
to illuftrate and confirm it. But while the outworks 
of Revelation are ably defended, it becomes every 
fincere enquirer to fearch out*, with great diligence, 
the facred treafurcs ckpofited therein. Here, alas! 
what negligence do we (hfeover! As if it were enough 
V OL. 1 . B to 
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to know that the Bible is the word of God, we arc 
willingly ignorant of all that it contains j or elfe we 
take up with fome crude, undigefted notions of divine 
i|jSi|^^*which we have received merely upon truft, 
‘l^he'l^pdi, excellence, and importance of the fcripturcs 
are by'm<^ perfons alTented to, but, it is feared, few 
pnlyi in comparifon, are giving a ferious and diligent 
attention to them. 

An attempt, therefore, to excite men to fearch the 
fcriptures for themfelves cannot be needlefs, or unfea- 
fbnable. This, indeed, is a ftudy to which curiofity 
alone might prompt us. For we fliall hereby become 
acquainted with knowledge the moft fublime, and 
events .the moft wonderful. But a far nobler motive 
than curiofity fhould recommend it to us. We are 
called to it by the higheft authority; nor can we neg¬ 
lect it, without a manifeft contempt of God, who, in 
that facred book, makes known his will, and requires 
our unfeigned obedience. 'Can any thing be more 
interefting to us than thefe enquiries, " Who is the 
Lord?” and “ What would he have me to do?” 
“ May I not dread his anger ?” or, Is there any 
way, in which I may be reftored to his favour ?”—In 
dide enquiries, fo infinitely important to us, the Bible 
very fully refolves us. Without infifting, therefore, 
on the beauties of its language, the furprifing fadts 
it rdatcs, the grandeur of its reprefentations, and the 
fubfimity of its dedtrines, its higheft recommendation 
is,—It is “ the word of the living God,” and is " able 
to make us wife unto Salvation.” 
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With a very fmall degree of attention, we (hall re¬ 
mark the particular ^ method, by which the facred 
volume conveys inftniftion. Much die greateft part 
of it is taken up with the records of hiftory, and the 
•defcription of remarkable lives. Thefe are not to be 
carelefsly paffed over, as they frequendy are, being 
fuppofed to be of litde or no concern to us, merely 
becaufe they are of ancient date. " They are written 
for our admonition,” and it will be a foitable employ¬ 
ment for us to examine, what benefit may be derived 
from them. We all know the force of example in 
common lifej and there is no doubt, but the narration 
of ftriking fa< 5 ls, and the delineation of celebrated 
charafters, may be of confiderable advantage, im¬ 
portant truths are hereby conveyed to us in the moft 
pleafing form; and a deep impreflion is made upon 
the mind, in favour of religion, fuch as no dry fyftem 
of doftrines or precepts can produce. 

To anlwer thefe valuable purpofes, is the defign of 
the prefent publication. Not merely for entertainment, 
but -for “ inftrudtion in righteoufnefs,” it is intended 
to fet before our readers the moft interefting circunv- 
ftances of thofe lives, which are moft diftinguifhed in 
the fcriptures. 

Years before We begin, where mankind itfelf began, 
chwft, 4004. Adam. And here,, if we give the 

flighteft attention to the hiftory of our great 
Progenitor, we ftiall be conftralhad to cry out, How 
wonderful a character was this! What an aftonifh- 
ing change did he experience in hirafclf! What 
/ B 2 amazing 
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amazing events did he fee accompliftied! In him» the 
perfeftion of human nature was difplayed; and in him, 
it received that poifonoiis wound, which will infeft lus 
lateft pofterity. He faw the world in its glory; a 
delighthil habitation, without fpot or blemilh: and he 
lived to fee it defpoiled of its beauty, overfpread with 
violence, with fin, and mifery, and, by his tranfgref- 
fion, brought under the curfe of God who made it. 
What abundant matter is here for ferious and ufeful 
meditation! Let us lift up our prayer, that while we 
are contemplating “ the firft man,” who was “ of the 
earth, earthy,” we may be led to the know'ledge of 
“ the Second Man, who is The Lord from 
heJ¥vi!V.” • 

A'variety of curious queftions may be propofed, 
concerning both the creation and the fall of man. But 
where revelation does not refolve us, it becomes us to 
be filent, or to confefs our ignorance. It may be ufc- 
ful to confider the chara£le*f of Adam in his primeval 
beauty and dignity, that we may difcover, how much 
we have loft by fin; and what deftruftion it has 
brought upon the earth: whence alfo it wiU appear, 
how needful, and how precious, is the Redemption 
which the Second Adam has accompliftied. 

Our prefent condition is like that of a magnificent 
ftrufture reduced to ruins. Enough is left to fhew, 
that it was once exceedingly glorious. Here ami there 
the remains of a'ftately pillar remind us of the orig^al 
grandeur of this edifice *. But who can forbear weep-. 

* See an affefting defeription of the defolations of our nature, 
m Howe’s Livbg Temple, Part II. Chap«4. 
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ing over its ruins ! The heathens themfelves con¬ 
cluded, fome great change muft have taken place in the 
nature and lituation of man. However they might 
differ from each other as to the origin of evil, in this 
they were generally agreed, that man muft have fuffered 
fome dreadful lapfe, and could not have come out of the 
hands of his Creator, depraved as he now is. But re¬ 
velation alone can inform us, how the change was 
effefted; and this is the hiftory, with which we are 
prefented in fome of the firft pages of the Bible. Moft 
cxprefs and repeated are tl^e declarations, that man was 
originally poffeired of perfeft holinefs in his nature; 
and a clear account is given of his fall from that ha^py 
ftate. “ God made man upright*,” “ God created 
man in his own image, in the image of God created he 
himf.” But “ by one man fin entered Into the world, 
and death by fin: and fo judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation J.” 

The earth, with its rich and beautiful furniture, 
was formed by the word of God, and prepared, like 
a fplendid palace, for the reception of fome great 
inhabitant, before Man, who was to exercife fdvereign 
dominion in it, was brought into exiftence. He too, 
as well as the various orders of creatures, which were 
put under him, received his being immediately from 
God, the original and inexhauftible fource of all life 
and bleffednefs. Not from any want, of happinefs in 
himfel^ not from any expeftation that the whole uni- 
Tcrfe of creatures could add any thing to him, but from 

• Ecclef. vii. 29, f Gen. i. 27. { Rom. v. 12, 18 . 
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a defire to commuhicate out of his own fulnefs o£ bli&» 
and to manifeft his glory, the great Lord of all was 
pleafed to call forth into being tJiis lower world, every 
part of which he looked upon with approbation and 
delight, “ and behold, it was very good.” Man 
was defigned to be his Vicegerent, or reprefentativc 
upon earth: and to mark the dignity and excellence 
of this creature, above the reft, the Lord God pro¬ 
ceeded, with a peculiar Iblemnity, to his creation. 
Other animals had been produced at once by the word 
of tlie Lord} but now, as if upon a matter of lingular 
importance, a council is held among the perlbns of 
the Godhead *, to complete the grand work, and to 
form man upon earth. God laid, “ Let us make man 
in our image, after our likenels f. “ And the Lord 
God formed man of the dull of the ground J.” Such 
was the oi igin of his body, “ which is of the 
earth, earthy ■” but to this a nobler part was joined, 
of a heavenly nature and ektraftion, which prove the 
fuperior excellency of the foul} “ for the Lord breathed 
into his noftrils the breath of life, and man became a 
living foul.” 

Thus Adam, the great founder of our race, received 
his exiftence, in a manner' very different from any of 
his pofterity, immediately from the' hand of God. 
Without paffuig through the weaknels of infency and 
childhood, he experienced at once all the vigoiu and 
perfection of manhood. Power and dominion were 

• See Dr. Horfley’rf Charge, p. 49, and Dr. Kennicott’s* 
DiiTertatiQn on the Tree of Life, p. 29, 30. 

t Gen. L 26. J ii. 7. , 
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^en him met aU cmatufes upon the earth; but he 
was obliged) at the fame timS) to feel his ovm lub^ 
jeftion. He was rhade under a law, whkh Was, in¬ 
deed, not a painful reftraint, but his happinefs and 
delight, durii^ his ftate of innocence. In addition alfo 
to the moral law, foffte pofitive commands were im- 
pofed upon him. 

The Sabbath was inftitated for the worfhip of God j 
who, though every day was to be a day devoted tO 
him, required that his fefvice fhouM be attended to, 
every feventh day, in a more immediate and folemn 
mariner *. During the other fix days of the week, labour 
and an attention to inferior concerns were enjoined even 
upon Adam in Paradife. “ The Lord God put hfm into 
the garden of Eden, to dress it, and to Keep itf.” 

There was one other particular precept, enforced 
by a tremendous fanftion; but the obfervance was as 
eafy, as the injundtion was reafonable. " Of every 
tree of the garden thou mayeft freely eat: but of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou fhalt not 
eat of it: for in the day that thou eateft thereof^ thou 
fhalt furely die J.” 

Man was formed for foclety; and therefore, to 
promote his happinefs, as well as to propagate the 
Ipecies, the Lord made him an help-meet for him§.” 
From this circumftance the church concludes, that 

marri::^ is an honourable eftate, being inftituted of 
God in the time of man’s innocenqr J.” 

Qen.ii. 3. t u. 15. t ii. itf, 17. J ii. i8. 

U Solenukation of Matriatony. 

B 4 But, 
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But, pairing by other confiderations concerning the 
ftate of man in Paradife, we fix our attention on that^ 
which was his chief gloryj—Me was created in the 
IMAGE OF God. 

It is enquired, wherein confifted this divine image, 
or likenefs to the Godhead, which Adam poflelTed? 
Some underftand it of an outward Iplendor or vifiblc 
glory, that furrounded his body, and diftinguilhed him 
as the fevourite of heaven. We deny not, that there 
might be fuch a luftre as Mofes had, when he came 
down from the mount of God*, or fuch as the bodies 
of faints will have at the refurreftion of the juftf. 
We have, probably, fuffered by the fall, even in our 
external appearance, as we evidently have in our bodily 
llrength. But this is not told us: nor would fuch a 
fenfe of “ the image of God” come up to the llrength 
of the expreffion; for the Iplendor that lurrounds the 
Deity, whatever it may be, affords us the fainteft idea 
of his perfedlion. " 

Others have fuppofed, that the image of God con- 
lifted in that power or dominion which God gave Adam 
over the creatures. That he was conftituted lord of 
this crearion, as God’s reprefentative or vicegerent upon 
earth, we readily allow j but power or dominion an- 
fwers not properly to God’s image, for then the great- 
eft in power would moft referable Godj which general 
experience contradidlsj;. 

We are led, therefore, to look for another lenfe; 
and it f^ms moft proper to confider the divine like- 

I 

• Exod. xxxiv. 30. 1 1 Cor. xv. 43. Phil. iii. 21. 

t See Dr. Sooth* Vol. 11 . Serm. 2. 
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nefi, in which Adam was created, as belonging to his 
better part, and defcriptive of that perfeftion of his 
foul, that univerfal re^itude of all his faculties, by 
which, according to his meafure and capacity, he was 
holy as God himfelf. This fenfe is confirmed by 
two paflfages of feripture, which fpeak of the reftora- 
tion of believers in Jefus Chrift to that divine like- 
nefs, which we loft in Adam. “ That ye put on the 
new man, which after God is created in righteoufneft 
and true holinefs*.” “Ye have put on the new man, 
which is renewed in knowledge, after the image 
OF HIM that created him f.” 

We may confxder Adam, thus poffeffed of his pri¬ 
mitive glory, in three refpedte: • • 

I. As to his knowledge.—The powers of his under- 
ftanding were far fuperior to what we are acquainted 
with. Sin has brought darknefs into the mind, and 
Ipread a dulnefs and ftupidity over all its faculties. 
Adam had an infight into'natural things, far beyond 
the aeuteft philofopher} as may be gathered from his 
giving names to all creatures, according to their dif¬ 
ferent conftitutions J. And it is probable his know¬ 
ledge was more by intuition, than by long deduftions 
in the way of reafoning. “ He came into the world 
a philofopher, and, till his frU, he was ignorant of 
nothing but fin. All thofe arts and inventions, which 
vulgar minds gaze at, the ingenious purfue, and all 
admire, are but the reliques of aiv intelleift de^ed 
with fin and time: and cerDunl^, that muft needs 

** Eph. iv. 24. f Col. iii. 10. f Gen. ii. 19, 20, 

^ve 
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have been very ^orious, the decays of which are £§ 
admirable 

But his knowledge of a moKd kind was moft excel- 
Jent. He underftood, more than any of his children, 
the nature ahd attributes of God; pardculady what 
were his own obligations, and what that perfedion of 
obedience, which was due to his Creator. There was 
then no need that the moral law Ihould be written on 
tables of ftone; it was written upon bis heart, in fair 
and legible charaders, fo that in no inftance could he 
be ignorant, what was required of him. He miftook 
not tlirough prejudice, nor could he be unmindful of 
his duty through forgetfulnefs. 

is tliis our cafe? HOw far otherwife! How vain 
and prefumptuous is the boaft of knowledge and of 
rcafon in fallen man! Do we not obferve, what igno¬ 
rance of divine things prevails in the world! What 
darknefs is fpread over our own minds! " The world,” 
with all its improvements in fcicnce, and even in thofe 
places where learning has attained its hi^eft eminence, 
** by its wfdom never knew God f.” For near fix 
thoufand years by 6r the greateft part of mankind have 
had no other religion than idolatry. And lhall they 
boaft of their underftanding, who, when left to them- 
felves, have run into the grofleft abfurdities, and the 
moft abominable impuriries, even in the concerns of 
rdigion ? Let us learn, how low man has fallen; and 
what an univerfafneceffity there is for a divine iBumi- 
nation! • ^ 

*J>r. SovTH. tiCor. i. ai. 

II. As 
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II. As to his holinefs.—HoUnefs is that attribute of 
the Godhead, wluch is its brighteft glory; for it b this 
• which the blefled Ipirits,* w4io cover their feces while 
they worfliip before the throne of God, chiefly cele¬ 
brate, crying continually, “ Holy, holy, holy, is the 
Lord of hofts!” And it is the principal confidera- 
tion in Adam’s charafter, that he was “ made upright, 
in righteoufnefs and true holinefs.” 

1. His will, having no wrong bias, was perfedly con¬ 
formed to the divine law. He was free to choofe. Yet 
we cannot fuppofe, that he could look with indifference 
upon every objeft, as if ri^it and wrong appeared 
equally eligible to him. But perceiving an excellency 
in whatever God approved, to this he was led with* a 
fyreet impulfe of the mind j this he admired, thb he 
chofe. Hisunderftanding direftedj his will cheerfully 
obeyed. 

Ah! how different is it \rith all his pofterity! Shall 
we boafl of our goodnefs, ^hen we uniformly choofe 
that which b evil? Shall we pretend to real freedom, 
when, through the perverfenefs of our will, we arc 
hurried away to that which we condemn, and our li¬ 
berty is no better than licentioufnefs! What caufe for 
humiliation! What need to pray, Draw me, and we 
will run after dice!” 

2 . His affedtions were lively and vigorous in purfo- 
ing that which he approved. To obey God was 
his fopreme delight; what he rgoiced in; as the an¬ 
gels, who, for their ardour in executing the divine 
commands, are compared to ** a flaming fire.” Hope 
and fear, love and hatred, all united in exciting him 

with 



la SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

with cheerfiilnefs to perfevere in the fervicc of his 
Maker. No refraftory tempers proved any obftacle to 
his obedience j no ftupidity 6r perverfcncfs of mind 
damped his zeal.—Is it thus now ? Do not our affec¬ 
tions, which are earthly and fenfual, prove that we 
are in a fallen (late ? Do we find the flame of facred 
love always burning in our hearts ? Are there no con¬ 
tending paffions fighting for the maftery? Not to 
mention our backwardnefs to the fervice of God, and 
remiflhefs in it, while we can be aftive and vigorous 
in the purfuit of every trifle; what a numerous cata-r 
logue of corruptions and vile abominations might be 
reckoned up!—Who does pot pray, “ Create in me a 
clsanjieart, O God!” • 

III. As to his happinefs.—The Lord God is happy, 
becaufe he is holy; the angels, who have never fallen, 
are fo too. Thus likewife our great progenitor, while 
he flood in the image of God, poflelfed perfedl felicity. 
How excellent his privileges!—Placed by divine ap¬ 
pointment in Eden, the paradife of God, which was 
richly furnifhed for his accommodation, what could he 
want from without ? He was made a little lower than 
the angels, and had all things in fubjeftion under his 
feet. From widiin, too, what fources of blifsful enjoy¬ 
ment! As he had no' interniption of his peace from 
boifterous paffions, how delightful mufl haye been the 
tranquillity of his mind! But the grapd fource of his 
blelTednefs was, his clofe union and intimate acquaint¬ 
ance with God. It h the divine prefence, which con- 
ftitutes the fulnefs of joy in heaven; and it was this, 
which made paradife itfelf fo pleafant aa habitation. 

3 But 
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But the divine inhabitant is>fledj and man, having loft 
the image and the favour of God, is become a wretch 
indeed! Have we not* continual experience of this 
truth? Alas! where is happinefs now? Is it to be 
found in any fituation of life, in any indiyidtml perfon, 
without the reftoring grace of Chrift? Wormwood 
and gall are mixed in our fweeteft draughts: fo that the 
mifery, which overfpreads this lower world, may con- 
ftantly remind us, how very far we have departed from 
God. 

The fubje£t will fuggeft many praftical refleftlons. 

1. We may learn, upon a comparifon with Adam, to 
be abafed.—See, what was his glory; and how great is 
our lhame! “ How is the gold become dim ! .how 
is the moft fine gold changed I” Write his name 
IcHABOD; for " the glory is departed.” JLet each one 
for himfelf confider his own exceeding great depravity, 
and join with righteous Job in this humiliating confef- 
fion, “ Behold, I am vile!” * 

2. We ought not to rejeft the gofpel, as m unnecd*- 
fary fcheme. Inafmuch as all have equal need, let all 
thankfully embrace it. Let not the decent and the re¬ 
gular fay to any the moft profligate, " Stand ofi^ I am 
holier than thou;” but let all apply to “ the blood of 
Iprinkling,” as being all equally undone, without the 
redemption that is in Chrift Jefus. Inftead of pre- 
fumptuoufly afking, Why was Adam fufiered to fall? 
rather fay, “ BlelTed be the Lord God, who hath 
raifed up an horn of falvation for us.” 

3. You, who have believed through grace, and ar« 
partakers o&Chrift, have abundant caufe to rejoice in 

your 
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y<dur bk&dnefs.—You are nom w a tnes&ne ¥efk»red 
what Adam pc^Se^di and yet a wkii^ and you 
■will be b^3|Mer dian ever he was in ►an eartMy para- 
difc. Though for ilie j»efent ** you groan, being 
tourdefted,’’ learn to forget your grids, in expedtation 
'«i^he glory which lhall be revealed in you.” 

But let careleis finners conEder, whctfe image they 
bear} how great is their mifery now, and what a tre¬ 
mendous profpedt is before them ! Bo they may yet 
** flee from the wrath to come,” and efcape the “ fiery 
intfignadon that will devour ihe adveifaries.” 
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SECT. 2. 

Mam fell—the malignity of the offence~-md its awful 
co^equences, in bis body^ and in his foul—the Jentence 
faffed upon him—received a pramife of the Saviour- 
involved bis poferity in extreme miferyy corruption, and 
condemnation—driven out of Paradife—died at the age 
of years. 

Immediately after the * creation, when «God 
looked upon every thing that he had made, he pro¬ 
nounced it to be very good. But fin he did not make i 
though for wife purpofea he has permitted it. Let 
none dare to caft the blame upon Him; fince, from 
every view of his government, it itnift appear, that 
a God of truth, and without iniquity, juft and right is 
he*.” This muft be obvious, even while we are re¬ 
marking the circumftances which attended the firft en¬ 
trance of fin among ourfelves. 

A glorious charader of Adam in his original ftate 
has been delineated. The ferious reader might wifti, 
perhaps, to dwell upon the pleafing fubjed, and to con¬ 
tinue longer in Paradife, to contemplate its beauty and 
excellency. But we are foon reqiiiredto quit die de- 
lightfol fituation, and,to ftirvey the world in ruins. 
Behold the favourite of Heaven, the lord of die whole- 


* Deut. xxxii. 4. 
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cattily degraded from his dominion, debafed lower than 
the brute creation, an outcaft from God and happi- 
nefs! What a change of fcene is here! What an awful 
contraft to man in his primitive innocence! While we 
, are witneffes to the difobedience and difgrace of our 
firfl parent, banifhed from Eden, who can help ex¬ 
claiming, “ Adam, where art thou! Thou waft ex¬ 
alted unto heaven j but how art thou brought down to 
hell!” What conflifion is introduced among the 
works of God! “ What defolations are made in. the 
earth I” Here once ftood a ftateljr palace, built for the 
refidence of God j which is now become the habitation 
of wild beafts, and of every unclean thing. Who can 
help /bedding a tear ove^ the mournful fpeftacle, while 
he refiefts, that “ Here God once dwelt!” 

May the cpnfideration abafe our pride, when we per¬ 
ceive, into what a ftate of guilt and mifery we are funk j 
and may this endear to us the rich grace of our God, 
which has provided a remedy! We proceed, therefore, 
with the facred hiftory, and remark, 

I. The fall of i^am. He did not long poflefs his 
original purity and glory; but, by one tranfgreffion, 
as he loft the image, he forfeited alfo the favour, of his 
Maker. Previoufly, indeed, to tlus fad cataftrophe, it 
appears that fin had entered into the univerfe, and that 
a diftinguifhed part of God’s creation had already re¬ 
volted. There had been war in heaven. A confider- 
ablc number of^thofe exalted fpirits, who furround the 
throne of God, had>confpired together ag^nft Him^ un- 
d(» the guidance df one particular leader, called in Icrip- 
tune Beelzebub, Satan, or the Devil What could the 

event 
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event of llich a Gohteft be ? Who Ihall " contend with 
the Almighty?’* For “Vrho hath hardened himfelf 
againft Him, and hath "prorpered ?” The juftice of 
God was fignally difplayed upon this vile apoftate An¬ 
gel, with all his rebellious company, who were, there¬ 
fore, driven from their high ftation, and caft into outer 
darknefs*. But not content with their own ruin, 
they endeavoured to bring this new-created world into 
the fame deftruftion. To accomplifh the defign, Satan 
was permitted to lay his fnares and praftife his deceits, 
by means of a ferpent, the fuccefs of which we too well 
ki^w. 

Our curiofity is not gratified with a minute defcrip- 
tion of the riianagement of this artifice, many ciKum- 
ftances of which are concealed from us. But the prin¬ 
cipal fad is fufficiendy eftablilhed: and other fcriptures 
^CTffirm and explain the account which is given in Gen. 
iii. It appears, that the ferpent, which firft fuggefted 
the propofal of eating the fruit, was under the entire 
influence of Him, who was a deceiver, a liar, and a 
murderer, from the beginning f. ^The apoftate Ipirit 
found accefs in this borrowed ftiape, and made his attack 
upon the woman, (as it Ihould feem) apart from her 
hulband. She was firft deceived and then prevailed 
upon Adam to join with her in the tranlgrefllon. The 
temptation, probably, would have been rejefted with 
abhorrence, had not Satan taken advantage of their fe- 
paratlon from each other, and concealed his proper 
charafter. But he could only tenspt, he could not 


• Jade 6. f Rev. xii. 9.-2 Cor. xi. 3. J i Tim. ii. 14. 
VoL. I. C force 
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force them to fin. No; the guilt was their own; and it 
were prefumptuous to plead any thing in their excufe. 

This bafe revolt commended in giving ear to'the 
propofal, which Ihould have been firmly refifted on its 
very firft mention. Let theii' pofterity beware of the 
fame fubtile adverfary, and be afraid to hold a parley 
with the Devil. He began in a very fpecious manner, 
** Yea, hath God faid, ye lhall not eat of every tree of 
the gajxlen ?” as if defiring information, or infinuating, 
that perhaps they were miftaken in fuppofing, that God 
had given them fo ftridt a prohibition, inafmuch as it 
appeared to be an unreaibnable reftraint. He ad¬ 
vanced farther by degrees, till Eve’s attention to him, 
and her wavering mind, emboldened him to fay, Ye 
fhall not furely die.” We may obferve, how the temp¬ 
tation, weak<and trifling in its beginning, gradually in- 
creafed. O let us fly from the firft enticements to fin, 
fince we know not whither they may lead us. Let us take 
heed of liftening to the fuggeftions of Unbelievers, who 
defpife the denunciations of God’s word, and flatter us 
with the hope of impunity. By this very device Satan 
gained his advantage in Paradife; and his conftant 
language in every fucceeding age has been, “Ye fhall 
not furely die.” 

What, then, was the offence of our firft parents ? 
They did eat of the tree, whereof God had commanded 
them that they fhould not eat. And where was the 
great harm of'diis?” will fome bold objeftor fay. 
We are aware of fhe prefumption of infidelity, which, 
by rejefting the authority of God, makes light of fin, 
and juftifies the commiffion of the vileft abominations, 
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arrogandy maint^nlng, “ I have done no wickednefs.’* 
Let us confider, then, Jiow heinous, and how highly 
aggravated- this adl of difobedience was, and learn the 
neceflity of an unreferved fubjeftion to God, whatever 
he may be pleafed to enjoin. 

The command was exprefs, "Ye fhall not eat of 
it:” nor was the duty difficult, fince of every other tree 
in the garden they might freely eat. But, by the vio¬ 
lation of fo plain and eafy a precept, they caft off their 
allegiance to God, and fet themfelves to oppofe the di¬ 
vine government. This was fuch a contempt of their 
fupreme Lawgiver, as tended to fubvert his authority, 
not in this cafe alone, but in every other inftance what¬ 
ever. Indeed it is obvious, that their minds were un¬ 
der thp influence of fome of the bafeft principles and 
difpofitions. 

The temptation, we have feen, was firft propofed 
to Eve, and by her reprefentations Adam was feduced. 
This ought not to be alleged in juftification of his 
conduft, for doubriefs they were both adtuated by the 
fame corrupt affedtions. She would certainly urge 
upon her hulband the motives, which had prevailed 
v/ith her; and he, probably, confented to the fin on 
the very fame grounds. 

Behold, then, in what complicated guilt Adam was 
involved by this compliance; and fee, how many of¬ 
fences were contained in one! He was led away by 
mere fenfual defires, in contradidtion to the voice of 
reafon and of confcience, as well aS of God himfelf: 
" The tree was good for food, and plcafant to the' 
eyes.” He difeovered alfo the moft horrid ingratitude, 
C a and 
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and dlfcontent. It was not enough for hirrij to be fur- 
roundcrd with bleffings, poured upon him irt rich abun¬ 
dance by divine beneficence, and to fill up a diftin- 
guiJhed place in Creation. But, as if he were under 
no obligation to his gracious Benefaftor, for all that 
had been done for him, or were diffatisfied with it, he 
could not bear that any thing fhould be withheld from 
him.—How hateful is a proud fpirit! and yet this, in 
an efpecial manner, feems to mark the original tranf- 
greflion. As if it were painful to be laid under any 
rellraint, he afpired at Independence; and not brook¬ 
ing the fubmiflion, which he owed as a creature, he 
afFedted an equality with, God himfelf: “Ye fhall be 
as Gods,” was the lure w'hich was held out, and 
which he foolifhly catched at. He was influenced 
likewife by a prefumptuous, arrogant defire of obtain¬ 
ing that wildom, which God had denied him. He 
liftened to the artful infmuation, " that their eyes 
flaould be opened, and that they fliould know good 
and evil;” and therefore he coveted the fruit, which 
would make them wife. Do we not perceive alfi), 
tliat, in addition to all other evil principles, and as the 
fource of them all, unbelief had full polTcirion of him ? 
He treated God as a liar, in defpifing his folemn de¬ 
nunciations, as not worthy of any credit. And to 
whom did hie yield himfelf to obey, but to the father 
of lies, and the-enemy of all righteouliiefsHe join¬ 
ed with the prince of darknefs, in conljnracy againft 
the government of God. Will it not appear alfo, that 
madnefs was in his heart,” if we take into the ac¬ 
count the diftrefs and ruin, that he hereby brou^t 

upon 
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upon himfelf and his pofterity? For this confidera- 
tion much aggravates hif offence. And lhall it ftill be 
faid, “ Where was the harm of this ?” Hence, then, 
we are led to examine, 

II. The confequences of his fall.—Here indeed a 
gloomy profpeft is prefented to us. What can we ex- 
ped, but confufion and mifery, from a contempt and 
rejeftion of the authority of God! The original co¬ 
venant, or the law of works, was now broken; all the 
bleffings of it forfeited; and the penalty, denounced 
againft the tranfgreflion, was incurred. Could Satan, 
then, make good his bold affertion, “Ye lhall not 
furely die ?” Alas! in this very circumftance he jri- 
umphed, that he had brought death and dcftru£tion 
upon the new creation, as if he had defeated the pur- 
pofes of God. 

What a change muft Adam have experienced in 
himfelf! He fuffered confjderably in his body. It 
were vain to enquire, whether any, or what particular 
alteration took place in his outward appearance. Moft 
undoubtedly his ftrength was impaired; the feeds of 
diforder were fown within him; and, probably, he 
very foon began to feel infirmity, pain, and ficknefs. 
Turned out of Eden, that delightful abode, he had 
now his lubitation to feek in a wide world: and, while 
he law the ground curfed with bacrennefs for his fake, 
he was doomed to eat his bread in forrow and the Iweat 
of his face, till he fUould return to the earth, from 
which he was taken. 

If this were all, it had been tolerable. But i 
piuch more awful change took place in his foul! He 

C 3 foon 
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foon betrayed the emotions of irregular delires and 
vile afFedtions, and found a ftfange war within, where 
all had been peace and joy. The terrors of- confcience 
alarmed him j fo that, condemned in himfdf, he was 
afraid to ftand at the tribunal of his God.— And do we 
not perceive in him, not merely a dread, but a hatred 
of God ? He fled from his prefence, as if he wifhed 
not a reconciliation; and, as if deprived of under- 
ftanding, attempted to hide himfelf from the all- 
feeing eye. But behold him arraigned as a criminal 
before his Judge! Does he humble himfelf^ confelTing 
his guilt, and imploring mercy ? Alas! what pride 
anjl obduracy appear! ^ No figns of penitence are 
difeovered; not one prayer for pardon is offered up. 
He endeavours, by a mean fubterfuge, to caft the 
blame upon the woman j and feems even to infult the 
great God himfelf.— " The woman, whom thou gaveft 
to be with me, Ihe gave, me of the tree, and I did 
eat And now what remains for him, but " a 
fearful looking-for of judgment, and of fiery indigna¬ 
tion I” For not only was prefent happinefs forfeited, 
but everlafting mifery incurred. “ The wages of fin 
is death j” not an utter extinftion of being, but an 
eternal feparation of the whole man from God. This 
is what the feriptures call “ the fecond death f”. 
Adam, therefore, without a frirther revelation from 
God, muft have, funk into the moft horrible delpair, 

* Gen. iii, 12. 

t See Mr. Jona&an Edwards’s Defence of the great chriflian 
doArine of Original Sin, p. 189, concerning the kind of death 
tlireatened to our firft parents. 
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But Redemption was already provided, and the gra¬ 
cious ofier of it made to him, immediately after die 
fall The Saviour of^ the world, whofe counfels of 
mercy had been planned from eternity, was then pro- 
mifed, to encourage hope, where no hope feemed 
poflible. The Lord himfelf paffed fentence upon the 
Serpent, or rather upon Satan in the charafter of the 
Serpent, to confound his pride, and defeat his tri¬ 
umph ; “ I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy feed and her feed: it lhall 
bruife tjiy head, and thou flialt bruife his heel*.” 
But this declaration was principally dcfigned for the 
fupport of our firft parents, now trembling before 
their Judge, and awaiting "the denunciations "of'his 
wrath. They could have no profpedl of deliverance 
in tliemfelves, _ nor had they any ground to expe<5l it 
from their infulted Sovereign. In this tremendous 
fituation, while they ftand at his bar, he addrefles 
them i and lo ! in the mi(3ft of judgment he remem¬ 
bers mercy, and, to preferve them from utter dcfpair, 
he gives them an intimation of ONE, who fhould 
arife to refeue them out of the hands of their enemy. 
We do not deto'mine with what degree of clearnefs 
this gracious promife difeovered, or was intended to 
difeover to them, the great myftery of Redemption. 
But it is obvious, that hereby they would be led to 
look forwards to fome future period, when one of 
their own pofterity, “ the Seed of the woman,” fhould 
deprive the Tempter of that Vu^ory, which he had 
then obtained over them. They would under ftand, 

• Gen. iii. 15, 
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that though there mull be a fevere and continual con- 
flidl maintained againll Satan, and the Saviour himlelf 
Ihould fulFer in the contcft, yet the ifliie would be very 
glorious, and, by means of this great Deliverer, the 
power of the Devil would be entirely deftroyed. To 
fuppofe that the words had no farther reference, than 
to the Serpent, literally taken, is altogether ridiculous, 
unworthy the wifdom of the Judge, and the folemnity 
of his proceedings on that awful occafion, and incon- 
fillent alfo with other parts of the facred hiflory. The 
promife, then, was clearly meant to give intimations 
of pardon and complete reftoration to man, who mull 
othcrwife have dcfpaircd; and on this only foundation 
the' refigion of Adam waS built, and, probably, that 
of all his pofterity till the flood, and perhaps till the 
call of Abraham. For during all that period no other 
exprefs promife of the Sayiour, that we read ofj was 
made to mankind; and without fome promife from 
God, as a ground of trull and confidence towards him* 
it fbould feem that no religion at all can be fupported 
among finners, liable to condemnation *. 

We rejoice, that this original prophecy has been ful¬ 
filled ; that Jefus has appeared as “ the Seed of the 
woman,” that he entered the lifts againft Satan, an4, 
though he fuffered himfelf to l>e wounded in the comr 
bat, overcame the wicked one.” “ Throi^h death 
he has deftroyed him that had the power of death, 
that is, the Devil f.” 

This falvation, we have fcen, yras revealed to Adam. 
Jefus was the Lamb, flain from Ac founckition of Ae 

^ See Dr. ^hcrlock on Proph. Difc. iii. t Heb. ii. 14. 
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'world,” not only in the counfels of God, hut alfo in 
all the revelations and jiropofals of mercy made to 
feUen man.. Adam “ faw his day,” though it might 
be with much obfcurity ■, and in token, probably, of 
his dependence on Him, who lliould “ give life unto 
the world,” he called his wife Eve, becaufe from her 
the Redeemer would arife, and in Him Ihe would be 
“ the mother of all living.” It feems alfo, that facrifices 
were offered up, by divine appointment, both as a type 
of the Saviour, that was to come, and as a, mark of 
reliance upon him. No other reafon can be afligned 
for the death of thofe animals, with the fkins of which 
our firft parents were clothed *} for Abel’s prefcnting 
unto God the firftlings of his* flock f 5 and for the Uhi- 
verfal prevalency of facrifices in religious worlhip, even 
amongft heathen nations. 

But did the confequences of the fall terminate in 
Adam? Let us extend the profpedt, and confider 
what efiefls it has had upon his pofterity. Alas! we 
have heard from the beginning, we fee on every fide, 
and feel within us, the wretched fruits of the firft 
tranfgreflion. 

I. What extreme mifery do we inherit ? For what 
is the earth itfelfi but, as it were, a fpacious holpital 
for the reception of unhappy fufferers of various kinds! 
We have proof of the fell in the calamities, to which 
even infants are expofedj we feel it in all our own 
pains and difeafes j and we perceive it in the defola-. 
tions, which death piakes all around us. 

t 4 * 
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2. To what a ftate of corruption and moral inabi¬ 
lity arc we reduced! That we are now depraved, and 
full of vile affeftions, who w^ll deny ? See what are 
the works of the flefh,” or the unvaried produce of 
our,degenerate natufe, as defcribed by Him, who 
** knew what was in man,” Mark vii. 21*. And is 
not this the neceflary confequence of the change which 
Adam experienced? For " who can bring a clean 
tiling out of an unclean f?” 

It will mortify our pride, to take an attentive view of 
the circumftances, in which we arc now placed. Our 
underftanding is darkened, our conl'cience defiled, our 
will pcrverfe, our “ heart deceitful and defperately 
wicked,” our thoughts ** only evil continually.” We 
may obferve our extreme depravity in the very 
grofs abominations, which many run into with greedi- 
ricfs, and from which others are reftrained witli diffi¬ 
culty} in that pronenefs to fin, which children in 
their earlieft infancy difcdver j and in the fccret cor¬ 
ruptions, which good men continually feel and lament, 
in their beft eftate. 

j. What have we, fo circumftanced, to expeft here¬ 
after, but final ruin! We are therefore declared to be 
by nature children of wrath J.” What elle indeed 
can we conclude, but that a holy God muft look down 
upon fuch pollut 3 ed, rebellious creatures, with abhor¬ 
rence! “ To be carnally minded, is deathlj.” Will 
you deny that God means fo much as this; or doubt 
whetlier he will ftilfil his threatenings ? Alas! do you 

• See aUb Gal. v. 19. t Jobxiv. 4. 

Eph. ii. 3. || Rom. vui.6. 
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not perceive the fuggeftions of an enemy, who is 
pradtifing the fame fubtilties with you, as he did with 
Adam, and would deceive you to your everlafting dc- 
llrufbion ? 

Various objeftions are railed againft the doftrine of 
our original depravity j many of them vain, moft of 
them highly prefumptuous. The juftice and the good- 
nefs of God are both arrdgned; as if it were incon- 
fiftent with thefe attributes to create man under the 
very poflibility of falling. We mull confefs, it is an 
awful fubjedt;; it has its difficulties; but they are fuch, 
as ought not to flagger us in the belief of the truth, 
and fuch too as are not peculiar to revelation *. Let 
us fludy the fajl of man, theft, not with that bold and 
cavilling Ipirit wluch thefe objedtors feem to difcover; 
but with deep humiliation, coniidering what we are, 

* " If there had never been an old teilament, never a new one, 
mankind would have been at leaft,as corrupt and miferable as they 
are at prefent. What harm, then, have the old and the new 
teftament done to you, that you perpetually challenge them to ac¬ 
count to you for the evil you fuffer ? You miflike, perhaps, the 
flory of Adam and Eve, and can by no means digeft the account 
of the Serpent’s tempting and prevailing againft our firft parents. 
Very well: let this account, then, be laid afide, and what are 
you now the better? Is there not the fame evil remaining in the 
world, whether you believe, or believe not, the ftory of the fall? 
And if fo, what account do you pretend to give of it? For if 
you pretend to any .religion, you are as liable to be called to this 
account, as any profelTor or teacher of thf gofpel.'w-Nobody is 
exempt, in this cafe, but the atheift; and his privilege comes from 
hence, that he has no account to give of «any thing; for all diffi¬ 
culties are alike, upon his fcheme.” Dr. Sherlock upon Pro¬ 
phecy, p. 233. 



28 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

and what wc defervcj and with earnefl: prayer, that 
we may know fo much of it, m may concern our ever-r 
lafting welfare. A time is coming when God will 
vindicate his own caufe; when he will be pleafed to 
remove the darknefs which obfeures our prefent views, 
and prove to us, that “all his ways are right.” It 
becomes us to reft fatisfied with this affurance, without 
daring to “ reply againft God.” 

One confideration ought to have great influence, and 
it is a fufficient anfwer to a thoufand fpeculative ob- 
jeftions; that the total corruption of our nature is a 
matter of faft, proved by the univerfal experience of 
all ages, and all countries, in all poflible fituations. k 
were abfurd, therefore, to controvert foch evidence as 
this. And lhall we not acknowledge alfo, that we arc 
all chargeable with many adtual offences, a proper 
fenfe of which would cover us with confufion, and 
drive us to delpair, werc^ it not for the hope of the 
gofpel ? 

Blcfled be God, a complete deliverance is provided 
and accomplifhed for us. “ As by one man’s difobe- 
dience, many were m^ide finners; fo, by die obedience 
of one, fljall many be made righteous*:” Salvador^ 
-neither obtained, nor even fought for, by ourfelves, is 
propofed to us. Shall we objeft to this ? or vainly dif- 
pute againft it ? Shall we not rather thankfully adore 
and blefs the Saviour, who undertakes to be the “ re¬ 
pairer of the breach,” and fays, “ Look unto me, and 
beyefaved!” 


Blit 
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But to feturn to Adam.—We left him a finner> 
though created upright, ^and under the firft experience 
of that awful change which his fall occafioned. Let 
us now attend to the fequel of his life. He was 
thenceforwards a man of forrowsj feeling in himfelf, 
and perceiving in his numerous pollerity, the dread¬ 
ful efFcfts of his departure from Gcd. A flaming 
fword, as the mark of divine indication, was placed at 
the garden of Eden, to keep him at a diftance, and 
prevent his approach to the tree of life *. 

In procefs of time he became a father, and, no 
doubt, flattered himfelf with the profped: of much 
comfort from his two fons, Cain and Abel, who, as 
feme think, were born to‘him at one birth.* But 
thefc very children foon proved the caufe of extreme 

• Gen. jii. 24. It is probable that the tree of life was emblem¬ 
atical ; and that, if Adam had perfevered in his obedience, itiis 
tree would have been as a Sacrajpent to him, to alTure him of an 
everlafting ftate of felicity. But having loft all title to this by his 
t;»nfgreflion, he was therefore precluded the ufe of that Sacra¬ 
ment, when the blcflings reprefented by it were forfeited. He 
muft be driven out of Paradife, “ left he put forth his hand to the 
tree of life, and eat, and live for everi. e. left he ftiould profane 
that divine ordinance, and prefumptuoufly im.agine, in oppofition 
to God’s declaration, that he ihould ftill live, and not die.- — But 
we rejoice, that J e«us has prepared, and opened for our reception, 
n better Paradife, and that He is the tree of life to us; fo that, in 
the higheft fenfe, we may eat and live for ever. "To him,” 
(fays he. Rev. ii. 7) " that overcometh, will I give to cat of the 
tree of life, which is in the midft of the Paradife of God.” Every 
faithful fervant of Chrift (hall have that aifurance, through his Sa¬ 
viour, of continuing in a ftate of blifs and glory, which the tree of 
life would have afforded Adam, if he had not finned. 


affli<5lion 
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affliftion to him. Contentions arofe between them j 
and Abel fell a facrificfe to the envy and perfecuting 
rage of Cam. Oh! what felf reproach, w:hat fevcre 
refledtions muft have rent the parent’s heart, when he 
law death, through lus tranlgrcffion, entering into the 
world; and by fuch a way, as made the trial tenfold 
more mfupportable! The fin of the Murderer was, 
probably, far more diitrelfing to him dun die fufFerings 
of the Martyr. 

But another feed was granted him, and his hopes 
again revived in righteous Seth *, in whofe family reli¬ 
gion was profefled, it fhould feem, with peculiar purity 
and zeal, and from whom, as concerning die flefti, 
CKrift came. • 

Suffice it to fay, that Adam lived to fee the earth 
overlpread with wickednels, as well as filled with con- 
fufion and mifery. But at lengdi, according to the 
divine threatening, the diflblution of his body clofed 
the fcene, and he returned' to the dufi, from which he 
was taken. “ He lived nine hundred and thirty 
years; and he diedf.” How very different was the 
end, from the glorious beginning, of this charadter! 
Let us keep in mind the important inftrudtion it con¬ 
veys to us. We all bear the image of the firft Adam, 
" who was earthy.” We betray the ftrongeft marks of 
a refemblance to him, in the infirmities of our bodies, 
and in the depraved affedtions of our fouls. But, through 
the covenant of grace, " we fhall alfo bear the image 
of the fecond Adam,, who is the Lord from Heaven.” 

• Gen. iv. 25, 26. t v. 5. 
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What a fubjeft for examination is here! Have wc 
put off the old man, which is corrupt ?” And have wc 
this evidence of being redeemed to God, that we have 
“ put on the Lord Jelus Chrift,” and are renewed, 
after his likenels, in the Ipirit of our minds ? 


CAIN 
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CAIN AND* A BEL. 

CHAP. II. 

‘the two brothers widely different from each other—in 
their religious worjhip—their moral char abler—and 
their end. 

We are contemplating the world in its infancy: 
and a moft lamentable prolpedt it affords us, even in the 
earlieft period. Alas! what lhall we find the hiftory ot 
mSn, ‘from the beginning down to our own times, but 
the hiftory of human wickednefs? Yet, while we are 
prefented with the fad picture of univerfal depravity, 
fpreading through fucceffive generations, many in- 
ftances will occur to us, in which the grace of God has 
prevailed and triumphed over it. 

We have feen, in the firft of our race, the beauty and 
excellency of die creation polluted by fin. And now 
what can we expedt from Adam’s pofterity ? What, 
but that his corruption will be derived to them ? 
“ That which is born of the flefti, is flefli*:” the 
offspring of ffiUen man cannot but partake of a fallen 
nature. It was impoflible, that Adam fliould com¬ 
municate to his children the holinefs, which he no 
longer poflefledj'that they Ihould inherit from him the 
divine image, which he had loft. Yet, as a door of 
mercy was opened, and the purpofe and method of 

• John iii. 6. 

Redemption 
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Redemption was reveakd, immediately after the fall, 
we ftiall have occafion to remark, that in every age God 
has had a peculiar people, feparated to himfelf, re¬ 
deemed fi-om among men. Mankmd, therefore, have 
been conftantly divided into the two grand clafles of 
Saints and Sinners. Even the family of Adam, before 
it had received any confiderabie increafe, prefents us 
with this diftinftion. How different the charafters of 
Cain and Abel! 

A fhort but clear defcription is given of their hif- 
tory, which will fuggeft many important admonitions 
to us. It fhould be our endeavour to learn righteouf- 
nefs, while we feled fome of the principal circum- 
ftances concerning them, recotded in the fourth diajf- 
ter of Genefis. 

Years before From the firft bom, Cain, Eve feems to 
chrift,4oo3. pleafing expeftations. " I have 

gotten a man,” faidflie, “from the Lord}” rejoicing 
in his birth, as if he were Ranted to her in fpecial 
mercy, and intended to be a peculiar bleffing from 
heaven. Or, ifwid\ fome we render the words, “I 
Jiave gotten a man, the Lord,” flie apprehended the 
child to be none other dian the promifed Seed, the great 
Deliverer of the world. Alas 1 how extreme was her 
difappointment! Let us beware of expe£ling too much 
from children, remembering from what a corrupt flock 
they fpring. 

Cain “ was df that wicked One the feed of the 
ferpent. But his brother, how loycly a charafter! 
Our Lord himfelf “who knew what was in man,” 

• I John iii. 12. 

D ftyles 


VoL. I. 
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ftyles him ** righteous Abel*.” In Cdn we behold a 
dilTembUng, formal hypocrite, an unbeliever, a de- 
Ipifer of God, and a perfecutor of his pec^lej affum- 
ing for a feafon the form of godlinefs, but at kft hur¬ 
ried away by the ^eft paflions, ipto the moft horrid 
complicadon of miquity. In Abel is exhibited a bright 
example of righteoUfnefs ■, a meek, but zealous fervant 
of God, eminent in faith, fteadfaftly perfevering in 
holinefs, patiently fuffering in the caufe of religion, 
and finally clofing his life with an honourable mar¬ 
tyrdom. 

Let us examine. Which of rihefe do we relemble ? 
Whofe image do we bear ? Are we fo^owers of Abel j 
or, are we walking in the way of Cain ?” 

We fhall touch on the moft important part of their 
hiftory, in confidering 

I. The difference of their worlhip. Adam, it feems, 
like a pious parent, did,not negleft the education of 
his children. They were both, therefore, trained up 
to (filigence in worldly concerns, for ** Abel was a 
keeper of fheep, and Cain was a tiller of the ground.” 
They were alfo inftru&ed to pay a ftrift attention to 
reli^ous exercifes, for they both profefled to ferve the 
Lord, and one as well as the other, externally at leaft, 
performed an aft of folenin adoration. They appeired 
before God for the fame purpolej but vith dii^ofitions 
moft unhke. It is poflible that the hypocrite, 
** whofe facrifice k an abomination to the Lord,” may 
be as exaft and panflual in sdl outward, ceremonial ob- 
fetvances of devotion,, as the moft upri^t, ** whole 

* Matt, xxiu. 35, 
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prayef « his deU^fc” We hare ticedj therefofe, to en¬ 
quire, ** Wherevfith (half I come before the Lord-, aisi 
boW myfelf beforfc the high God?” 

** Cah bfoi^t of die fruit of the ground, an offer¬ 
ing unto die Lord: artd Abel, he alfo brought of the 
fittings of his floCk, and of die fat thereof.” Much 
ftrefs is laid by fome, upon die difference cf vdiie iri 
the two offerings} as if Cain, in a CMitemptuous man¬ 
ner, prefented to God what was of little worth, or 
what might firft CoAic to his bands} whilft Abel was 
careful to offer the beft of his flocks. This, however, 
is not fidficiendy obvious. Cain’s ofiering might pof- 
fibly be as trouWefome and atpenfive as that of AbeV; 
but, we are clearly told, it was not equally excellent, 
or acceptable to the Lord. And here the New Tefta- 
ftient may be introduced as a comment on the dd: an 
infpired Apoftle aflures us, that bv faitm Abel of¬ 
fered unto Ood a more excellent facrifice than Cain, by 
wluch he obtained witnefs that he Was righteous, God 
teftifying of his gifts j and by it, he being dead yet 
fpeaketh It may be obferved, then, 

• I. That Cain’s feems to have been a mete thank- 
offering, paid in acfcnowlec%ment of favours received, 
not accompanied with contrition for fin, or intended to 
deprecate defaved punifhment. Sudi a fervice as this 
might not l^ve been urefthabie to Adam himfelf in a 
ftate of innocence: for h implied not ajiy confeffion of 
guilt. Or an^ appKearion to die Redeemer, This, 
therefore, was not the worfhip preferiBed, or that which 
is poeuliarJ^ adapted to the feate of a finner: for, to fuch 


«• Heb. xi. 4. 

Da 
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an one, " without Ihedding of blood is no rcmlflioii*',” 
Put it is obfervablc, 

a. That Abel’s offering was a facrlEcc, prefented in 
faith, not only with a refpedlto theinfiitutionofGod 
(who had ordained facrifices as a reprefentation of that 
method of Redemption, by which he would deliver 
man), bitt alfo with a dependence bn “ the Lamb 11^ 
from the foundation of the world,” who was, in the 
flilnefs of time, “ to put away fin by the facrifice. of 
hlmlclfi’^ Abel’s offering, therefore, is to be confi- 
dered as a type of Chriftj to whom he had regard, 
while he confelfed his guilt, and implored for^venefs. 
Thi} was the appointed way for a finner’s approach 
unto God} this the only acceptable worfhip from the 
beginning. For it is only by faith in the Redeemer’s 
atonement, that the throne of grace is, or can be, ac- 
ccflible to fallen man. 

See now dieir different fuccefs! Abel was received, 
and, probably, fome outward token of divine favour 
vouchfafed to him. “ The Lord had refpefl unto Abel, 
and to his offering.” . In tlus it feems to be intimated, 
that he himfelf was firft accepted, dien his facrifice. 
“Heobtained witnefc that he was righteous,God teftify- 
ing of his gifts.” And it is an important confideradon, 
^er to be remembered, that in order to perform works 
well-plcafing to God, we mufi: firft be juflified in his 
fight f. Cain, therefore, prefumptuoufly delpifing or 
’ negleding die appointed Mediator, was rgededwith 

V 

• Heb. ix. 22. 

T Works done before the grace of Chrift. and die infpiradbn of 
his Spirit, are not pleafant to God, &c. Article xiii. 

abhorrence 
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abhorrence: “ unto Cain, and to his offering, he had 
not re^eft.” How aS«^ a ftate, to lie under vifible 
marks of the divine difplealure! .Yet, while the I^rd 
thus diftinguiflies between perfons, approving one, and 
condemning another, he afts according to righteouf- 
nefs and truth. This will appear, if we examine 
11. The difference 6f their moral chara(51er. Reli¬ 
gious princijllcs cannot but influence the prafticc j and 
therefore we (hall not wonder to find a ftrikii^ diverfity 
of manners in the two brothers. Abel, though not juf- 
tified in the fight of God for his own works or deferv- 
ings, but only for the merit of the great Redeemer, on 
whom he depended, yet, being renewed by grace, was 
a holy man, an exemplary faint, and perfi;vercd,in«a 
life of true godlinefe. Behold Cain, on the other hand, 
who was rejected of God not merely as a finncr (for 
as fuch, he might have obtained mercy), but as an un-f 
believer, putting away from himfelf the offer of a Sa¬ 
viour, under a proud concek of his own lufficiency.' 
By what vile affeftions he was aduated! What abo¬ 
minable tempers were difcovered iij him! When 
marked by the difplealure of heaven, inflead of being 
humbled for iiis fin, he vindicated his own conduct, 
and rofe with anger againft God, as if he had deferved 
a better treatment. ** He was very wroth, and his 
countenance fell.” A fimilar fpirit is alfo perceivable 
in the hypocrites, whom Ifaiah deferibes; Where-^ 
fore-have we fafted,” faid they, “ and thpu feeft not* ?” 
And are not modem Pharifees of like difpofition, felf- 
confident, prefumptuousi forward tfi complain, and 
even to quarrel with God himfelf? 

, f Iviii. 3, 
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Cain regarded wth envy the preference i^vcn to his 
brother, yet fought not to be a partsdcer of the fwnc 
grace. Inftead of admiring hfe holy he felt enmity 
and rages and with great bkternefs periecuted lum 
for it. He could not bear the continual reprocf, which 
he received from Abel’s godly converfation; and this is 
faid to be the ground of that hatred, the ifliic of which 
was fo terrible, “ becaufe his own works were evil, and 
his brother’s righteous*,” Here we obferve the be¬ 
ginning, and the real caufe, of perfecution; and we do 
not wonder, as the fame cauf§ remains, that the fame 
^rit appears at tliis time, which has been difcovered 
in every other age, from the days of Cain, The moft 
yiplept oppofers of true rpligion, like him, are but ful¬ 
filling the original prophecy; ** I will put enmity be¬ 
tween thee and tlie woman, and between thy feed, and 
her feed f 

Need any thing further be alleged, to prove, that 
Cain was the " enemy of all rig^teoufiiefe ?” 

Years before Behold him at kft rifing up with murder- 
Chrift, 3875 . againft Abel, and fheddii^ his 

blood! What an awful cataftrophe was thisj fuch 
as the fun had never before been witnefs to I How 
abominable an aft, wantonly or malkioufly to feek 
the dellruftion of a fcUow-creamre! But this was 
a murder particularly heinous; the mur(|er of one, 
whofe exemplary holinefs of life, as well as. neamefs of 
relation, ckjracd every poflihlc mark of kindnefi and 
afifeftion; it was (in awprd) the murder of a Saint 
and of a Brother! To be cap^e of fo aggra¬ 
vated a fin, betrayed the very temper of the Devih 

^ i John iii. 12, f Qentiiii. i^. 
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Tet herein we perceive what human nature is, in its 
prefent corrupted ftate. The great enormities, into 
which feme have run, iKcw what all men are liable to, 
and prove how very low we are fallen. Let each one 
be humbled before God under this convidion, and fay. 
Behold, I am vile 1” It remains that we confider 
III. The difference of their end. This muft be 
taken into the account, in order to form a fair judgment 
“ between him that ferveth God, and him that ferveth 
him not.” Abel “ fuffered for righteoufnefs’ fake,” and, 
like his Saviour, ** was delivered into wicked hands to be 
flainj” and herein heftands dillinguifhed with peculiar 
honoiu-. He leads the van in tliat “ noble army of mar¬ 
tyrs,” who have fealed the truth with their blood, and are 
now before the throne, crying with a loud voice, and 
faying, “ Salvation to our God, which fitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb *!” His diiembodied Ipirit, 
tliough feemingly driven away with violence, wings its 
cheerful flight, is received up to glory, and appears in 
heaven, amidft the acclamations of thoufand thoufands, 
as the firft fruits of the redemption of Chrift. Who 
does not wifli to follow him, though it Ihould be 
through much tribulation, to inherit the kingdom? 
“ He being dead yet Ipeaketh” for the inftruftion and 
encouragement of all, to be " faithful unto death.” 

What an awful contraft does Cain exhibit! He was 
arraigned, like a guilty cnminal, at the bar of Godt 
p.nd even there, with the utmoft obduracy and pride, 
he refufed to fubmit, or to acknowledge his guilt, fbolifht 
iy atteinpted t 9 conceal hi$ fin, and dared to lye unto 
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God, and infult him to his face. ** The Lxird faid unto 
Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he faid, I 
know notj am I my brother's keeper?”. But vain 
were his fubterfuges:.he was convifted, on the evi- 
der.ce of God himfclf, who faid, “ The voice of thy 
brother’s blood crieth unto rne from the ground.” Yet 
ftill he continued hardened, though the faft was proved 
againft him: he deigned not to aflc fbrgivenels, but 
even charged his Judge with cruelty or injuftice; 
“ My punifliment is greater than I can bear.” 

What dien was his fentence? That he fliould be 
driven out from fociety as an accurfed thing, “ a 
fugitive and a vagabond in the earth,” which was 
ddonfbd to a peculiar bSirennefs wherever he fhould 
dwell. A vifible mark was fixed upon him, that every 
one might perceive in him the divine indignation 
againft a murderer, and be deterred from offering vio¬ 
lence to him. “ 'And Cain went out from the prefence 
of the Lord,” no longer making any pretences to reli¬ 
gion, or joiriing in any of its ordinances, but avowedly 
caftingoff the fear of God, and hardening his heart, till 
he had filled up the meafure of his iniquities. 

Let us paufe, and confider die defti'uflive tendency 
of fin; that we may guard againft its beginnings, 
whilft we perceive its progrefs to be fo alarming, and 
its confequences fo inconceivably terrible! Siicb is 
the government of God, fuch his righteous appointment^ 
that mifeiy feetfis the natural effeift of guilt, and gene¬ 
rally follows clofe jipon it. But murder is an offence 
of the* deepeft die; as it not only ftrikes at the root of 
pll human fociety, but is alfo a dire£t attack upon 

the 
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the Almighty Sovereign. For he, who aims to 
deftroy " the image of^God,” would not hefitate to 
deftroy the great Archetype himfelf*. Accordingly 
it is obvious that the Murderer is puniftied with pecu¬ 
liar vengeance, even in this life, and is marked out, 
beyond all other tranfgreflbrs, as an objeft of divine 
indignation. However fecretly he may have accom- 
plilhed his purpofes, he moft commonly fells, at laft, 
a facrifice to juftice. The God of heaven, as in the 
inftance before us, takes the matter into his own hand, 
that He may prevent others from committing llich a 
daring outrage againft Him. But let us grant, that the 
man of v iolence may poffibly efcape deteftion. Hill he 
is, and muft be, like Cain, ‘a terror to himlelf.* He 
will fuppofe every one to be an enemyj and in the 
dread of meeting with a juft retribution for his iniqui¬ 
ties, he muft be a ftranger to peace. He will tremble 
at “ the found of a lhaken leaf^” and fly from his own 
Jhadow; and, wearied of cxiftence, nd wonder if he 
folicit permiffion to die, or become his own execu¬ 
tioner. Herein we adore the righteoufiiefe of God, 
and learn the neceffity of repreflihg fin in its firft mo¬ 
tions. “ Let all bitternefs and wrath be put away from 
us, with all malife.” * 

And now, while we review the fubjeft, let us turn 
our eyes to ourfelves, and 

I. Let us examine, what is the fervice we are offer¬ 
ing to God? It is not enough, thatVe are attentive 
to religious ordinances 5 but are we, like Abel, wor- 
fiijppmg by faith ? How great a difference does God 

• See Gen. ix. 6 , 
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difcem in thofe who tread his courts> when, perhaps, 
man can difeover none I May it not be iaid to many, 
who appear zealous for God[, “ To what purpofe is 
the multitude of your facrifices unto me*?” Ah! 
wlrnt avail your very adb of devotion, except you have 
a continual regard in Aem to the grand propitiatory 
facrifice of the Son of God! 

2. Let us enquire. Are none aftuated by the tem¬ 
pers of Cain! Arc there none, who, like him, are - 
perfecutors of God’s people? Oh! how bafe your 
character! You, who perceive no excellency in true 
holinefs, but defpife and hate it, you are, and mult 
be, deflitute of every amiable dilpofition, you are utter 
fls angers to the divine pi-inciple of love, and are hur¬ 
ried away by the vile affections of envy, pride, anger, 
and revenge. Whofe refemblance, then, do you 
bear? 

3. Let us bJefe God, that the blood of Jefus Chrift 

Ipeakcth better things‘than that of Abel f.” The 

blood of Abel cried unto God for vengeance; but that 
of Jefus Chrift pleads for mercy. With fuch a plea, 
therefore, we may draw near to God; and, while this 
is aS our dependence, we fliall not be difeppointed of 
our hope. Let this encourage finnert to make imme¬ 
diate appUcatioii for pardon in the appointed way. 
For "now in Chrift Jefus, ye, who fometimes werq 
far off, may be made ni^ by dic jilood of Chrift J.” 

* Ifa. i. 11. f Ifeb. xii, 24. | ^ph. u. 13. 
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CHAP. III. 

Enccb, the feventb from Adam^ walked with God hy faitb^ 
Jludying to fleafe him—as in his frejence—emd in com~ 
munion ‘ooith him—ajfured of his acceptmce^ and tranfr 
lated to heaven. 

chrift, 'w After confidering the hiftory of the firft- 
338ito3oi7. Adam, what can we expeft from his 

fucceeding pofterity ? We need not wonder, that^veiy 
foon the earth groaned under the weight of their ini¬ 
quity. Yet, in the facred records, we fhall find fome of 
this corrupt race diftinguifhed from others by a real ex-* 
cellency of charafterj but this difference we fliall be 
taught to aferibe to the influence of divine grace. 

Seth and Enos were probably endued with the true 
knowledge of God, and a fervent zeal to promote the 
caufe of righteoufnefs in their generation. It is ob- 
ferved, and feems to be mentioned to their honour, 
that in their time, " men began to call upon the name 
of the Lord*i” that is, an open profeflion of religion 
was then made, an 4 the public worfliip of God infti- 
tuted. 

But out of a long catalogue of the ^tediluvian pa* 
triarchs, whofe names are regiftered in Gen. v. one 
of peculiar eminence filing forth,* Enoch, the 

• Gen. iv. j 6 . 

feventh 
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icventh from Adam,” (fays the facred hiftorian) 
** walked with God, and he was not, for God took 
him An infpired writer of the new teftament has 
given the fame honourable defeription of him; and 
has enlarged and illuftrated the brief narration of Mofes. 
** ]By faith Enoch was tranflated, that he fhould not fee 
death} and was not found, becaufe God had tranflated 
him i for before his tranflation, he had diis teftimony, 
that he pleafed Godf.” 

The whole account of him is very fhort; but enough 
IS told ps, to prove, that he was a perfbn of moll ex¬ 
emplary piety, and that he ftands recorded as a monu¬ 
ment, to all ages, of God’s favourable kindnefs towards 
ifiofe*who ferve him. While we contemplate this pri¬ 
mitive faint, may we learn to follow him! May we 
perceive the excellency and happinefs of thofe who arc 
devoted to God, and be animated to greater eameft- 
hefs and zeal in his fervice! We confider 

I. His charafter. Though drawn in a conclfe man¬ 
ner, it fuggefts to us a variety of important inftruftions. 
“ He walked with God;” that is, he was fincerely re- 
Egious, and eminent for his attainments in holinefs. 
How different is the defeription of the ungodly! They 
“ walk not with God;” are “ without God in the 
worfd,” and “ walk contrary to him.” But true piety 
imprefles the heart widi an abiding fenfe of His great- 
nefs, goodnefs, and continual prefence. It opens an 
ihtercourfe between God and the foul, and produces a 
prevailing defire to pleafe him. Enoch, being polTelled 

• pen. V, 24. + Heb. xi. 5* 


of 



S N O C H. 4J 

of right prlncipks, was led, under their influence, to 
a holy condud. * For it was « by faith,” fays the Apof- 
tle, that he attained to fuch a high diftindtion: it was 
owing, tliercfore, to his firm perfuafion of die truth 
and excellence of what God had revealed. Being in- 
ftruded, no doubt, by Adam (with whom he was co¬ 
temporary for three hundred years) not only with re- 
fpeft to the exiftence and perfedlions of God, and his 
work of creation, but alfo in the confequences of the 
fall, and the way of reconciliation by the promifed 
Redeemer, we conclude that he believed and embraced 
the promife, as the ground of his confidence towards 
God. We are not told, what degree of light he had in 
the doftrines of the gofpel; lout he was certainly ac¬ 
quainted with the grand defign of redemption by Chrift, 
and could not be ignorant of his firft coming, whole 
fecond appearance he foretold*. 

Let us feek to be " rooted and ftablilhed in the 
faith,” not only aflenting to the general truths of reli¬ 
gion, but efpecially “ laying hold on the hope fet be¬ 
fore us,” in our Lord Jeltis Chrift. Hence Iprang 
Enoch’s zeal for God, and his eminence in holinelL 
And we are not afraid to aflert, that the advocates for 
Infidelity are the greateft enemies of mankind; for if 
feripture principles be banilhed, all barriers are tlirown 
down, and a door is' opened for every kind of licen- 
tioufiiels. 

But let us take a more particular vieW of the good 
man, and examine how much is conYeyed to us, when 

• Jude See Dr. Doddridge’* Sermon on the Char4£ler and 
Tranflation of Enoch. 
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it is (aid that ** he walked with God.”^ From this ortC 
defcription it is obvious, that the following were among 
the leading features of his charafter. 

I. ImpreHed with a fenfe of his obligations to God, 
he ftudied to pleafe Him. This is cleairly implied. 
Having the fear of God, he defired only to approve 
himfelf to Him, and took the divine command, and hot 
his own will, for the rule and direftion of his conduft. 
He lived in days of general corruption, when true re¬ 
ligion was derided. But did he join with the multitude ? 
Did he *‘walk in the way of finners?” Noj being 
leparated from their fociety, he flood forth as a bold 
a^vopate for the caufe ©f God; confulting, not what 
man praftifed, but what God required. According to 
St. Jude, he was active in reproving fin, and, as “ a 
preacher of righteoufnefs,” he faithfully warned the 
wicked of approaching Judgment, and denounced the 
terrors of the Lord againft impious fcoffers. 

Is this a common charadter ? Let every reader afk 
himfelf. Am I ftudying -$o pleafe God ? Ah! dare 
not to affirm it, if inclination alone direds, if fenfual 
lufts and corrupt affedtions tyrannife over you: are you 
not, then, “ walking after the flefh 

Some are forward to plead in their own excufc: 

We would adt otherwife, but company feduces; 
we cannot help complying with the importunity of 
friends.” What is this, but an acknowledgment, that 
you ** walk according to the courfe of this world ?” If 
all would be reli^ous, you would be fo too; but you 
dare not fellow your own convidHons ki oppofition to 
the maxims and cuftoms of others.^ This is a mean 

• fervility 
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fcrVility indeed: how different from the example of 
Enoch! For he could aot but be fingular in fuch a 
depraved generation: and all, who refemble him, muft 
be fo now. If, then, you would ferve the Lord Chrift, 

fear ye not the rcproacfr of men, nor be afrad of 
their revilings!” 

2. He lived as m the divine prcfence. This is what 
nothing but an unfeigned and a lively faidi could enable 
him to do. But like Mofes, “ he endured, as feeing 
him who is invifible.” Such a regard to God would 
have die happieft effeft on our whole deportment. It 
was the advice of a Heatlien, as the ftrongeft induce¬ 
ment to a fteady perfeverance in virtue, always to ^ima¬ 
gine fome good man prefent. But to be conftantly 
mindful that God’s eye is upon us, muft furely make a 
deeper impreffion on our hearts, produce, in our 
moft fecret retirement, a fahitary fear of offending 
Him, and, in the moft effe< 3 ;ual manner, difperfe all 
vile thoughts and imaginations. Tliis confideration 
alfo would animate us to an unremitting xeal and afti- 
vity in our pift)lic conduft, preferve us from making 
any bale complices with finners, and render us uleful 
in every relation of life. 

Here we are defective j we forget Godj therefore 
vanity' poffefics our minds, and temptations eafily pre¬ 
vail over tis. From the fame caufc it arifes, that many 
put on a femblance of relig^n, ailing only as in the 
fight of men. Remember, " God lodccth at the 
heartand if you walk with him," you will not be 
fatisfied with a form of godlinefs, -oy dare to prailife 
hypocrify. 

3. He 


6 
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j. He maintained communion with God. This, 
probably, is the main thing ^intended to be conveyed 
in the defcription of his charatSter. He lived in a ftatc 
of friendlhip with Got). Kis “ affcdtions were let on 
things above,” where his treafure was. God was his 
fupreme delight: with Him he converfed, and to Him 
he had accefs with humble boldnefs and familiarity. 
Hence, no doubt, he enjoyed, while he was here on 
earth, Iweet lealbns of intercourfe with God, as if he 
had been a citizen of heaven. Who does not envy the 
holy Patiiarch ? Who does not defire the fame hap- 
pincfs ? Many are difcouraged from expeding it, and 
alk, “ May we, without prefumption, hope to attain 
tb it'?” Yes, furely: ** the Lord’s hand is not Ihort- 
cned;” and his grace, which enabled Enoch thus 
to walk, is fulEcient for us. For the privilege of main¬ 
taining communion with God, is not confined to an¬ 
cient times, but is promifed to all penitent believers in 
every age *. 

Do we, then, thus walk with God ? Or, do we not, 
rather, difcover a lifelefs formality, even in our devo¬ 
tions ? It need not be obferved, that many know not 
what it is, to have “ fellowlhip with the Father, and 
with his Son Jefus Clirift.” A great part delpife the 
very mention of it as Enthufiafm. And are there not, 
who are at no pains to obtain it; “ who fay unto God, 
Depart from us, for we defire not the knowledge of thy 
ways ?” Then what reception can fuch perfons look 
for at lus hands? * We remark 

* Ifa.- Ivii. 1C. 2 Cor. vi. i6. 

11. The 
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II. The favour of God towards Enoch, It muft 
be laid down as an impoitant principle in religion, tluit 
ALL IS OF CRACE. But how aftoiuihing does the‘con> 
defcenfion of our God ^pear ? He beftows every gra¬ 
cious difpohdon: ** from him all holy defiresj all good 
counfcls, and ail juft works do proceed*/’ and thai 
he approves wid rewards them in his people. Enoch 
owed it to his God, that he was lb eminently diftin- 
guilhed from the men of his generation: and we fliould 
remember, it is by the rich mercy of die fame God, 
that any of us are feparated from fuiners. But the 
Lord gave him fpecial tokens of his love. He was not, 
therefore, led to doubt of his acceptance, as many fin- 
cwe perfons may be: for “ He had'this teftimon^, dfat 
he pleafod God.” And a knowledge of the divine fa¬ 
vour is what We alfo may alk, and look for. Even 
now, “ the Spirit itfclf beweth witnefs with our Ipirit, 
that we are the children of God.” Y et it ought not to 
be forgotten, that this happinels is promifod only to the 
circumlpedt and aftivc Believer f. How great, then, 
is their prefumpdon, who deny the polTibility of atain- 
ing an afiiirance of falvatitm! How finliil their m- 
mUlhefs, who are farisfied without it I How awful their 
delufion> who expeft or pretend to it, in any allowed 
habits of wickednels! 

But a fu^ular mark of the higheft approbation was 
granted to Enoch: **be was not, for God took himi 
he was tranflated> that he Ihould not fee death.” He 
was fuddenly removed ftom the eait^i without ftcknels. 


pain. 


• Liturgy, f 1 * »3* Jla* hnv’. 5, 
VoL, I. E 
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pain, or any of the diftrefles attending a diflblution. 
It Ihoidd feem that his body And foul together afcended 
up to heaven immediately, perhaps in a vifible man¬ 
ner, accompanied with fome bright appearance. Such 
was die aflumption of the prophet Elijah, and of a fimi- 
lar fort will be that of the living faints at the general 
Refurre6don. What a ftriking reproof muft tlus event 
have been to the finners of that day, who were fcoffing 
at Enoch’s piety! What an encouragement and com¬ 
fort to the godly, who might have been ready to fear, 

the Lord had fbrfaken the earth! ” And what an high 
honour and favour to Enoch himfel^ to be taken away 
(without experiencing any bodily weaknefs or difeafe) 
ftoni the midft of reproach and fuffering, with fuch pe¬ 
culiar marks of die divine approbation, and received 
up to glory*! 

This affords a moft infhruftive leffon to all ages. 
We e^)e£t not the fame interpofition, as Enoch, to de¬ 
liver us from the prefent evil world i but let us be frith- 
fill to God, and we fhall, in an important fenfe, be foon 
tranflated too. Though we muft undergo a painful 
^ftbludon, and the body muft reft in the grave, until 

• " Bv Faith Enoch was trantUted.”r—It is heteby generally 
underftood, that by means of faidi, as ^ inward principle, .he at> 
gained a peculiar excellency of chara£ier,'ibV wdiich God was plea&d 
(Q exprefs his high rega^, by teking hinimmediately to heaven. 

.But though this be true, perhaps p pare; pppfiftent fenfe pay he, 
thpt hir futh, upon this occafion, had a reference to fpme particu¬ 
lar promife of his tranflatiop, which, therefore, he looked and 
waited for, while, ia the mean time, he walked with Qod.’^ 
Thus, we know, the panflation of Elijah was intimated to him be¬ 
fore the time, and the Prophet cxpefied it. 2 Kings ii, j, 11. 

th? 
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‘the confummation of all things, yet the fpirit lhall be 
inftandy removed to unspeakable felicity. Let us give 
diligence to -be followers of Enoch; and then we £hal! 
furcly join " the general allembly of the firft-bom, 
which are written in heaven.” How many are gone 
before us! And how immenfe will be the company, 
**when the ranfomed of the Lord lhall return, and 
come to Zion with fongs, and everlafting joy upon their 
heads*!” 

Upon a review of the fubjeft we are all concerned to 
enquire, 

I. Am I "walking with God?” Difficuhies will 
occur, even to thofe who are treading in this road, but 
" who is he that lhall harm them ?” The moft pow¬ 
erful motives may be urged upon them, to encourage 
them to perfevere. Let them remember, they are 
" ftrangers and pi^rims here,” and, in dependence 
on the divine faithfiilnefs, let them be continually 
looking forwards, with ardeni expe£ltation, to " tfife 
glory which lhall be revealed in them.” But alas 1 
what worldhnels and fenfuahty prevail among us I 
How few appear to be living for God! Hov^ few can 
fay, they have known aiy thing of real communion 
with him! Happy are thofe, who, with unfeigned 
fmcerity and unwearied ^hgence, are feeking for this 
privilege! While they adnure the condefcenlion of 
Jehovah, who will admit them to fuch a hdy £unili- 
arity widt himfelf, let them rely on his Suthhilnels, for 
He hath never ^d to any, " Seek yejtne in vain.” 


• Ifa. XXXV. ro. 

Ea 
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2. What are ray hopes? Can I aj^roarfi to God* 
in full confidence of his favour ? This is ■what y<m 
ought not to pretend to, if you are not habitually walk> 
ing with him. It is not meant, that your comforts 
Ihould be built on your own ftcadfoft obedience (as if 
this were to be the ground of your dependence), hut 
furely they are clofely conne£ted with your fpiiit and 
conduct. Wonder not, that difitefs arifes from the ne- 
gleft of any duty, or the indulgence of improper tem¬ 
pers. If you are worldly-minded, or indolent and cow¬ 
ardly in the caufe of Chrift, it is not at all finprifuig, 
that you fhould be op^relTed with doubts and fears. If 
you profefr to be God’s fervants, be foithful to him, 
and he will not be forgeifol of you, but will make your 
confolations to abound through the kiR>wledge of his 
5 on. Let us afk again, 

3. What are ray views of death? It is an awful 
thing to die, and to enter upon an eternal ftate. Yet 
libw transiting the diangc to Enoch! Nor is it un¬ 
common to fee a lively Chriftian rgoicing m his depar¬ 
ture, The diflblution of the body, even widi all its 
painful circumftances, will, in general, prove deli^tfbl 
to true believers, who have obtained the vidory 
through Jefiis Chrift. But are you ungodly? You 
have, then, a moft ^oomy pwS^ before you. And 
how fhould it be otherwifc? Shall God tranflate you, 
who are his enemies, into his bftfsfid prefepce, lu weft 
as thofe, vdio are in ftrift fricndftih> him ? J'J’oj 
he will make a difference} he vnll remove you, but not 
as. he did Enoch, Ah I ^^’wha; is the hope of the hy¬ 
pocrite, 
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•pocrite, when God taketh away his foul*!’* "The 
wicked is driven away m his wickednefs, but th« 
righteous ha?h hope in his death f.” 

What more fuitable conclufion can we draw, than 
Enoch’s prophecy, exprefled in his own words? " Be¬ 
hold, the Lord cometh with ten thoufands of his hunts, 
to execute judgment upon all j and to convince all that 
are ungodly among them, of all thdr ungodly deeds, 
which they have ungodly committed, and of all their 
hard Ipeeches which ungodly finners have fpoken 
againft him J.” 

Who does not pray, " May we find mercy of the 
Lord in that day, and be tranflated into the kingdom 
of his glory, through Jefus Chrift!” 

• Job. xxwi. 8. t Prov. xiv. 32. 
t Jttde 14. It is an enquiry more curious than uieful, to z(k, 
whence the Apo&le received this account of Enoch’s prophecy. It 
might be fuggelled to St. Jude by immediate revelation : or per¬ 
haps it was a well-authenticated tradition, preferved by the fpecial 
providence of God, for our admonition, and St. Jude might be 
inftrudled to record it as a genuine hiftory. 


^3 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SECT. I. 

Corrupt ft ate of the world in the time of Noahj who was 
raifed up for eminent fervices—bis holy charaSler—~ 
dejpijed of men—beloved of God. 

A s many as can fay with David, “ All my delight ts 
iipdn the faints tliat are'in the earth, and upon fuch as 
excel in virtue,” will find it a pleafing employment to 
contemplate Scripture Charafters. Let us, then, ex¬ 
amine, of what defeription were the people of God in 
ancient times, and what treatment they received in the 
world. We fhall obferve them, in almoft every age, 
comparatively few in number, men defpifed and won¬ 
dered at, pafling through much tribulation j but, 
amidft all their trials, very dear to God, and the ob- 
jedls of Us peculiar care. Would you be “ followers 
of them, who through faith and patience are now in¬ 
heriting the promifes ?” While you walk as they walk¬ 
ed, be not furprifed, if you meet with the fame un¬ 
kind reception, the fame contempt and oppofition. 
Suffice it, ifi like them, you be " kept by the power 
of God,” fevoured with the tokens of his love on 
earth, and at laft admitted into his prefence, to be 
partakers of his glory for ever. 


We 
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We are now come to ^ very important period in the 
fecrcd hiftory. The life of Noah demands an attentive 
confkieration, and is highly inftrudive. As an intro- 
dudion to the fubjedi it may be proper briefly to de^ 
fcribe 

I. The ftate of mlthkind at rfiat time. Though the 
world had been created litde more than a thoufand 
years, when Noah was born, it was probably filled with 
inhabitants *, as men in general, before the flood, 
lived to fo great an age, that many generations flou-* 
rilhed together. Adam himfel^ who was for a while 
cotemporary with Noah’s father, had not long been 
removed. He muft have feen, therefore, a very numer¬ 
ous, but (what was extremely diftrefTing) a very deprived 
pofterity. He muft have feen his children’s children 
corrupting one another, and making a rapid progrefs in 
iniquity. As their numbers increafed, and " men 
began to multiply on the fece of the earth I”, they 
became more and more abandoned. It pleafed God, 
however, to preferve a chofen feed in the family of 
Seth, from which it was defigned that the Saviour 
fhould come. Scarcely any notice is taken of the reft of 
Adam’s defcendants, but the genealogy of this favoured 
line (to which,' it feems, the church "of God was 
confined) is carefully recorded; nor was it fuffcred to 
be deftroyed, becaufe “ a blclfing was in it.” 

• The greateft part of the antediluvian Patriarchs, whofe ages 
are recorded, Gen. v. lived about 900 years. Lamech* Whofe 
age was 777 years, was the youngeft, of any that we read of, 
wh^’died a natural death. 

} Gen. vi. 1, &c. 

E4 


Did 



£6 SCRIPTURE CHARACT|RS. 

Did all thefe, then, waBc^uprightly before God| 
Ah! how difficult it is to live “ tm^tted from die 
world!” Even thefe were infefted with the general 
contagion: and this very circun^hmce, that the pro- 
feflbrs of religion did not keep themfelves feparate 
from finners, occafioned a more general corfoption of 
manners, and haftened the deftrudtion of the earth. 
Do we not herein obferve the mifchievous confequences 
of forming conneftions with ungodly perfons and fami¬ 
lies ? An intimate acquaintance of this kind is dan¬ 
gerous to the foul} and the more intimate it is, the 
greater miift the danger be. Marriage, we know, is 
the mdft important union, in which, as a likenefs of 
fcntkTients and difpofitions is abfolutely neceffary 
to fecure happinefs, it becomes the man of God to 
be particularly circumfpeft in choofing his compa¬ 
nion. But if carnal motives prevail with him, if caprice 
and paffion, pride, or avarice direfl: his choice, if he 
have no regard therein o? the concerns of another life, 
what proljred can he have of making any advance¬ 
ment, or even maintaining his fteadfoftnefi, in the 
ways of God ? Is it probable, that he will " rule his 
own houfe well,” or " bring up his children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord ?” To be there¬ 
fore unequally yoked together with xinbeKevers,” is 
utterly inconfiftent with that wifdom, ^irituafity, and 
2eal, which Ihould charafterize the fcrvants of God 
it may prove ruinous to themfelves, and produce the 
moft pernicious effcdte to their lateft pofterity. 

The fons of God,” who ihould have flood fiftth 
with a holy fingularity to U£*oid his caufe, amidft d^e 
2 general 
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efnenl dq)ravity, were fhamefuUy carried away by 
mrir own ienfual aSeftionsj and dnu they ftraigchened 
the hands of the ungodly, and left an unrighteous feed 
bdiind diem. They faw the daughters of men” 
(women, who fprung fiom irreligious parents, and had 
no fenfc of real godlinefs themfclves), " that they were 
fair,” and, without attenchng to any other confidera- 
tion, ** they took them wives of all which diey chofc/* 
They followed the guidance of their own vain defires, 
and the confequcnce was, what might have been ex- 
pefted, true religion rapidly declined; for their off- 
fpring, who were the ftuit of thefe marriages, inherit¬ 
ed, not the piety which the lathers poflcfled, but the 
pride and folly of the mother^ The account of .the^ 
unfuitable connexions is clearly introduced as the prin¬ 
cipal reafon, why matters were at length brought to a 
moft defperate iffue. Wickednefs became triumphant, 
becaufe the few, who retained the knowledge and the fear 
of God, difcovered litde or no zeal, were fcarcely to be 
diftinguiflied from others, or at Icaft were ftrangdy 
drawn afide by worldly compliances. They, who 
fliould have been " the fait of the earth,” had loft their 
favour, and therefore were of no benefit to thofc around 
diem. Let this ftand as an admoniricm to all, ei^- 
ciaDy to young perfons, to beware of forming impro¬ 
per attachments. 

But whilft fin is thus advancing with a daring ef¬ 
frontery, lhaU not God interpofe to aflert his au¬ 
thority, and vindicate his honour? YeSs^ he will 
m^e Mmfdf known by the figns arid judgments which 
he will €*ecu». He refolvcs therefore, ** My Spirit 

ihaU 
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lhall not always ftrive with man, for that he aUb is 
flcfh i yet his days lhall be an hundred and twenty years.® 
The Spirit of God, then, it appears, ftrives with finners, 
perhaps with thofe of the moft profligate charafter 
and to his influence, reftraining by a thoufand, diffe¬ 
rent ways the depravity of our nature, we owe it, that 
the world is not more abandoned than it is. But luch is 
our perverfenefs, that we arc ever refilling his admoni¬ 
tions and reprools. Man, therefore, is reprefented as 
incurable; “he is flelh,” entirely corrupt, and it were 
vain to expefl from him any other than “ the works 
of the flelh.” With this bafe oppofition of his rebel¬ 
lious creatures the patience of God was well-nigh wearied 
out in the days of Noah, when he determined to leave 
them to the juft confequences of their iniquities, and, 
by one tremendous dilplay of his power, to put an end 
to the conteft. Yet behold his long fuffering! Still he 
allows them a relpite of an hundred and twenty years, 
during which period he w;^its upon them with offers of 
mercy. He warns, before he ftrikesj and while he 
defers his threatened vengeance, he proves tliat he wili- 
eth not the death of them who perilh, but that their de- 
ftruiftion is of themfelves. 

Is it enquired. Was the cafe utterly hopelefs? Yesj 
“ God law that the wickednefs of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil continually.” How black 
the dcfcription of this poor apoftate race! They 
were become more and more audacious in fin; nor 
could there be any prolpeft of ■ amendment, as their 
heart was totally depraved i their thoughts, in every 

imagination. 
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|magInaooi% and this too, without any mixture 
of good, any intcrrupdon of time, ** only evil continu> 
ally.” Do you aflc, what evidence is given? « God 
faw itj” and he has vouchfafed to reveal to us the 
refult of his obfervation. This is a teftimony, better 
than that of a thoufand witnefles. 

Such, then, beii^ the ftate of mankind, who- can 
wonder to hear the fixed determination of a holy God, 
to deftroy the earth with its inhabitants, and to leave a 
monument of his awful juftice to every age ? But was 
there no exception in this general deluge of iniquity? 
Yesi here is an individual fclefted for our notice. 
While God looks down with abhorrence upon a guilty 
world, it is recorded, that “^oah found grace jp t|fe 
eyes of the Lord.” We are therefore led to confider 

II. The charafter and conduct of Noah. The 
Lord would not fuffer Satan to triumph (as if he had 
prevailed, to the total overthrow of the church) nor 
permit his own purpofes to be defeated. He will, in¬ 
deed, " make a way to his indignation,” m the pu- 
nilhment of ungodly men; but a remnant muft be faved, 
that, according to his own exprefs engagement, “ the 
Seed of the woman” may yet come to accompiilh re¬ 
demption. Behold, then,#the loving-kindnels of our 
God! In the midft of judgment he remembers mercy. 
J^oah is the highly-favoured inftrument of performing 
his truth towards usj for in him, and lus poftcrity, the 
promife of the great Redeemer is fecured. 

Years before Noah was marked out, from his birth, as 
" ’ an extraordinary perfon, dfefigned for eminent 
fcrvices. It was doubtle^ in the ^irit of prophecy, 

that 
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diat his faAer called him by a name, l^iifyu^ RlST | 
not oily as fordceing, that he wjuld be a coa^rt to 
lus parents, and a public bleffing in his day, but allb, 
and perhaps chiefly, beCaufe in him die covenant of 
grace would be confirmed, and the Saviour, who done 
beftows Rest upon the weaiy foul, and of whom 
Noah was an illuftrious type, would proceed from him. 

As he advanced in life, he was preserved from the 
general contagion, and “ efcaped the pollutions of the 
world.” The moft honourable teftimony is given of 
him. Noah was a juft man,” difcharging the duty 
of every relation with fidelity, “ and perfedt,” that is, 
fincere and confcientious, *' in his generations,” un- 
cqrrupted by the extreme depravity of the age. He 
flood firm againft every temptation, and, notwithfland- 
ing all die feoffs and violence to which he was expof- 
ed, “ Noah walked with God;” he was not only mind¬ 
ful of Him, in the habit of maintaining communion 
widr Him, but alfo zealous for his caufe. The piety 
of Noah was very eminent, and is mentioned by the 
prophet Ezekiel, in terms of die higheft approbation*. 
He was a preacher, as well as an example, of righte- 
ouihefs; and whilft the long-lliffering of God waited 
upon finners, for an hundred and twenty years before 
the flood, Noah was commilTioned for the ^cial pur-' 
pofe of inflrudting and rebuking diem, and warning 
them of their approactung deflrudtionf. 

We admire and commend his undaunted cour^l 
but'fhaE we not con&fs and be alhamed of our cow¬ 
ardice in the fervite of God ? We perceive him re- 

• Ezsk. idv, 14.. f I Pet. ui. 19, 2 Pet. xi. 5. 

nouncing 



M O A H. 


6t 

^undng and rq)rovii^ ** die works of darkoe&t** 
though liceofed, as it wwe, .by general cuftom: but 
Are not we afraid to avow our abhorrence of the evils, 
we fee oommonly pradifedi and, through a bafe timi¬ 
dity of fpirit, do we not make many compliances, 
which we condemn in our hearts? Will the falhion 
of.the times juftify us ? No: we ought to exert our-, 
ielves the more in oppofidon to fin, becaule it is coun¬ 
tenanced by multfcudes: and though we Ihould ftand 
alone, as Noah did, we muft rcfufe to be “ conform- 
to this world}” we muft “ come otit, and be fepa- 
rate.” Ah! where is the zeal of our fethers ? May 
God “ revive his work,” and rdfe up peribns of &ith- 
ftilnels and adivity, fuch as 57oah was, to promote his 
glory! For furely we have caufe to lament, that “ ini¬ 
quity abounds, and the love of many waxes cold,” 
We proceed to confider, 

III. The reception Noah^met with, 

I. From men. Some have fuppoled, that a virtuous 
charafter will always be honoured with general appro¬ 
bation and efteem. But this is contrary to faft, and 
the experience of allays. Was Noah held in repu¬ 
tation? Or were his admonitbns regard^? It is 
probable, that univerfal contempt was poured t^n 
him, and that both his preaching and his building 
trf" the aik were fubjedts of profane ridiotle, The 
finners, whom he reproved, would not be convinced 
they were in any danger j and, therefore, **cafting 
his words bdiind them,” they continued their vik prac¬ 
tices, " tiU the flood came, and deftroyed them all ' 

f Lake xvii. 27. 
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Sudi is the unfevourable treatment, which the fwthfU 
witneffes for God, in our own day, invariably receive. 
Their holinefs is reproached and hated, as an unneceflaiy 
precifenefs} and their foiemn warnings are laughed at 
as idle bugbears, which ftrve cmly to terrify weak 
minds. Should they, therefore, give way to dejec¬ 
tion, and defift from their work? Noj without at¬ 
tending to prefent inconveniences, they Ihould ftead- 
faftly perfevere in righteoufnels, and with great cou¬ 
rage both a£l and fpeak for God, believing, and re> 
joicing in it, that their reward is with Him; th^ 
** though Ifrael be not gathered, yet Ihall they be glo¬ 
rious.*’ 

f' «• «> 

We enquire, then, what was this good man’s re¬ 
ception 

a. From God. It becomes us furely to be moft fo- 
licitous to obtain “ the honour, which cometh from 
God.” And in what light was Noah confidered in the 
court of heaven ? “ He found grace in the eyes of 
the Lord.” It was diftinguifhing grace, which enabled 
him to maintain his integrity; and peculiar marks of 
the divine favour were put upon him. Amidft all the 
contempt and oppofition of the world, the Lord was his 
comfort and defence, gave him the tokens of his love, 
communicated lus purpofes to him, as if Noah had been 
one of his council, and entered into an exprefe co¬ 
venant with him: " With thee will I eftablifti my co¬ 
venant.” 

The proper conclufion.for us is, “ If God be for us, 
who can be againft us ?” And when, in the language 
of frith, we can fay, " The Lord is my helper,” we 

* need 
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need not fear "what fltlh can do unto us.” Let it, 
then, be our chief defire to approve oiirfelves to Him, 
eftceming " his loving-kindnefs to be better than life 
itfelf.” 

This part of our fubjeft will teach us, 

1. The depravity of man. When he is fuffered to 
walk in the way of his own heart, the confequence will 
ever be, as before the flood j he will " commit all ini¬ 
quity with greedinefs.” The cafe has been the lame 
in every age. The hjltory of the world, then, holds 
out a ftriking proof, that " we are very far gone from 
original righteoufnefs, and are of our own nature in¬ 
clined to evil*.” 

2 . The patience of God. " Judgment againft an 
evil work is not executed feedily.” The Lord bear- 
eth long with his enemies,** waiting to be gracious.” 
O defpife not, as the finners of old did, ** the riches of 
his goodnefs, and forbearance, juid long lulFering,” but 
let “ his goodnefs lead thee to repentance!” 

3 . The care of God towards them who fear him. 

He may, perhaps, appoint their habitation among the 
ungodly, and permit them to be ** evil-entreatedyet 
his eye is upon them for good, and he will in due time 
brmg deliverance. O ye that love the Lord, rejoice 
and be exceeding glad! ** In the world ye lhall have 

tribulationbut you know Him that hath faid, ** In 
me ye lhall have peaceand it is your pritnlt^ to 
be « perluaded, that nothing lhall be able to feparate 
you ^m the love of God, which is* in Chrift Jefus 
pur Lord.” 


• The ninth article. 
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SECT. 11. 

Noah, acquainted with the pirf ofe, of the delugey luUt the 
ark m feuth—preferved in it—brought out — offeredfa- 
(rifcesy and received promifes—faw the world again 
corrupt—fell into the fm of drunkennefsy but recvuerei. 
—foretold the fate of his poflerity. 

As we advance from one cliarafter to another, we 
lhall not only have frequent occafion.to remark " what 
is in man,” but alfo perccire the moft evident figns of a 
wonderful plan of divine government, uniformly carried 
on amidft all the commotions and the changes, which 
have happened in the vtorld. The various difpenfations 
both of judgment and mercy, from the beginning, all 
point to one grand objeft j the coming of the great 
Redeemer, and the cllablifhment of his kmgdom. 
This was the purpofc of God, which the foolifh an4 
wicked devices of his creatures could neither defeat nor 
retard j and all events have been fo ordered and over¬ 
ruled, as to promote the gracious defign. What a 
glorious and extenfive view docs this confideration open 
to us! We are conftrained to cry out, “O Lord, our 
Governor, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!” 

Perhaps there is no period of luftory more remark- * 
able, or more inftrudive, than that which is now before 

us. 



. US, the life of Noah. We mull fed ourfelves deeply 
afFcded by the narration of diofe aftonifhing cala¬ 
mities, to which he was witnels; and we cannot but 
learn many ufcful leflbns fiom the man, who was dif- 
tinguilhed above all the reft of his fpecies, and fdedcd 
to be a fingular monument of the divine favour to our 
fallen race. May we be partakers of his faith, and, 
like him, be kept by the power of God, in days of 
peculiar depravi!y, or of the moft defolating- judg¬ 
ments, if fuch fhould be appointed for us! 

We proceed to confider the fituation of this eminent 
faint, 

I. At the time of the deluge. It has been obferved, 
that great grace was upon himj while the world aFound 
him had univerfally and avowedly call off the fear of 
God, and were “ committing all iniquity with greedi- 
ncfs.” This difference of Ipirit and conduct could not 
pafs unnoticed by Him, who moft exadly “ difcems 
between the righteous and fhe wicked.” We have, 
therefore, feen, that the Lord looked upon Noah with 
complacency and delight; whilft his fierce anger was 
kindled againft the very numerous clafs of ungodly men. 
He condefeended to commune with him, as one friend 
with another, and revealed to him the tremendous pur- 
pofe of deftroying all flefh by a flood of waters. “ God 
faid unto Noah, The end of all flefh is come before me 
But defigns of mercy were made known to this holy 
man ■, and the Lord entered into the moft exprefs en¬ 
gagement, to fave him and his littk family from the 
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general ruin. How gpracious was the intimation, 
“ thee will I eftablilh my covenant!” 

The m«hod of deliverance, with all its minuteft cir- 
eumftances, was of the divine appointment. The Lord 
himfelf direfbed Noah to prepare a vellel of immenfe 
fize, a capacious wk, which might contain his houfe- 
h(dd, and a fmall remnant of all other ci’catures, for the 
prefervation of their different fpecies. In this buikting 
the varRJus orders of animals, with fufficient provifions 
for their fupport, were to be accommodated, and to 
ride in feairity, while the deluge prevailed, and one 
common defolation fwept away the inhabitants of the 
earth with aff its furniture. The work was a vaft and 
formfdable undertaking; *and it fliould feem, that no¬ 
thing could have encouraged Noah either to begin it, 
or perfevere in it, but a firm reliance upon God, and 
unTeferved devotednefs to Him. 

Behold,* then, both the faith and the obedience of 
Npah, by which he has exhibited a bright example of 
righteOUfnefs to all fucceeding ages! An infpired writer 
has taught us, that faith was die principle, from whicJi 
all his obedience Iprang. He believed God and 
therefore, whatfoei?Cr God commanded him, he cheer- 
fidly performed. iFor " by faith Noah, being warned 
of God of things not ' feen as yet, moved widi fear, 
prepared an ark to the faving of his houfe; by the 
vdiich he condemned the world, and became heir of the 
rightcoulhefs which is by feith *.** In full perfuafion, 

•Heb.xl.7. 
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K 0 A H. 


then, that God would fulfil his word, he complaihed 
not of the arduous tafk alfigned him, but fet about the 
ftrange employment of building the ark; and at the 
fame time ftood forth al a bold reprover of that wicked 
generation, calling them to repentance, and denounc¬ 
ing againft them the threatenings of an incenfed God. 
This muft have been a fcvere trial indeed, a painful 
office to Noah. How many obftacles had he to fur- 
mount upon the occafion! What wonder, if his heart 
had mifgiven him, and he had deferred his poft, 
when he confidered how much he had to Contend with; 
wJien he perceived the fpirit and the pradtice of the 
world, lb oppofite to himlclf, and obferved t^at Jie 
was treated with univeriH difregard and contempt. Or, 
had he loft fight of the promife and the command of 
God, and attended only to fiis own reafonings, he 
would probably have come to tliis conclufion, that fuch 
an event as the deluge, for the deftradtion of all living 
creatures, never could take place; or, if it Ihould hap¬ 
pen, that any velTel, he might be able to conftrudh, 
would be utterly infufficient to weather out the ftoitn; 
that there could be no efcape, and that all miift un¬ 
avoidably perifh together. Reafon may hefitate, cavil* 
and reply j but feith acquiefees in the divine declara¬ 
tion, and filences all objedlions with— The Lord 
HATH SAID IT. Let US fctk to be pofTefled of this 
efficacious-principle, and to live under its influence, 
and then we lhall be adlive and zealous for God, what¬ 
ever dangers may threaten \is, whatever difficulties may. 
obftrudl our path. 

F 2 
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Is it in vain to truft, or ferve the Lord ? Let us 
behold, and admire his grace and faithfulnefs, in the 
inftance before us. Did he leave this righteous man to 
the infults of his enemies ? Did he not fulfil his word, 
both of judgment and mercy? He watched over Noah, 
as it were with parental tendernefs and care: and, 
when the appointed time drew near, his heavenly Mo¬ 
nitor again inftruded him, and warned him, fevcn 
days before the defolation began, that all necelTary pre¬ 
parations might be made. “ For yet feven days, and I 
will caufc it to rain upon the earth*.” ,. With the ut- 
moft kindnefs and condefcenfion, he then invited him 
injjo the habitation provided forliim: Come thou, 
and all thy houfe into the ark.” But how fhall the 
various tribes of animals be collected,->5r become wil¬ 
ling to take up their abode together, in one confined 
receptacle ? How fhall “ the wolf dwell with the 
lamb^ and the leopard lie,down with^hc kidf?” Be¬ 
hold, the whole creation was again fubjeded to man j 
.all creatures were taught to obey him as tlieir lord; 
and, in a way which cannot be explained on any other 
fuppofition, than that of an Almighty power immedi¬ 
ately exerted upon them, as many as were defigned to 
be preferved, offered thcmfelves, ” went in two and 
two unto Noah into the ark,” and tliere yielded a 
ready fubmiffion to him. But what fecurity could be 
given, that neither die violence of the wicked, feeking 
a refuge for themfelves, nor the rage of the waters, 
previuling every where, fhould break in upon him in 

• Gen. vii. 4, &c. f Ifa. xi, 6. 
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his retreat ? The fame handj which diredted him to 
this place of fafety, efFc 6 hiall 7 guarded him againft all 
aflaiilts: the door was made fure: “the Lord.Ihut 
him in.” 

This was a furprifing deliverance indeed j and each 
circumftance in it may juftly excite our mott devout 
admiration. But have we not encouragement, in every 
age, to expefl the gracious interpolition of God, in 
favour of thofe who fear him ? Or, “ did ever any 
truft in the Lord, and was confounded ?” The very 
inftance, we arg now confidering, is quoted by an Apof- 
tle as a general example,Iby which all the inhabitants of 
the earth, *> tlie end of time, may be inftruded, that 
“ the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptations.” But it contains alfo a folemn admoni¬ 
tion, that he will “ relerve the unjuft unto the day of 
judgment to be punilhed*.” 

While there|^re we accompany Noah into the ark, 
we turn our eyes to the worid, of which, no doubt, he 
took his leave with many painful fenfations; and what 
a wonderful and tremendous feene is here prclented to 
us ! Can imagination, with its utmal: ftrctch, pic¬ 
ture to us the awful defolation, when " the fountains 
of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of 
heaven were opened ?” Oh the lamentations and the 
bitter cries of thoufands, perilhing by that very cala¬ 
mity, the kind notices of which they had refiifcd to at¬ 
tend to, or had prefumptuoufly derided 1 Many of 
Noah’s dear relatioas were incKi3ed in this number. 


2 Pet. ii. 9. 
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WhRt diftrcft ftixj aswft he Iwe fek for tjtem! 

But io vain: they ihsd 4efpifed hi$ ww’hingi day 
Qf grace was paft: and he could afford foem no relief. 
There was no hiding place, no refuge from the ftorra, 
hut the ark j and the door was Ihut.” The flood, 
therefore, which foon rofc above die higliefl: hills* 
bore all away with^ irrefiftible force, and buried un¬ 
godly finners in one common deftru<Stipn. 

On fuch a fubjeft, what reflections become us? 
Shall we indulge a fpeculative curiofity, or-enter into 
any nice enquiries concerning it? Alas! to what 
purpofe ? Curiofity never projiioted the intjereft of true 
religion. Though many queftiona* therefore, might 
arile, it were better to check them. Perhaps we do 
not clearly compreJttnd by what particular means die 
deluge could be produced. But the power of God is 
furely fufficient to account for it: and the faCl itfelf is 
evident: for, befides the fc/ipture rec^d, we have the 
teftimemy of tradition; a general notion of fomc fuch 
event as this,, having prevailed from the earlieft times. 
Many circumflianccB alfo in natural hiftory tend to con¬ 
firm it; as it%as been well argued, that the trees, 
which are found in the bowels of the earth, and the 
IheJls, and bones of fiflies, which are dug out of the 
tops of mountains, afford a ftror^ prefumptioa, that 
an univerfal convulfion has taken place. 

And do not “ burihearts meditate terror,” while we 
arc contemplating the efFeCts of the diyine vengeance ? 
“ Who can fland beVore this holy Lord God ?” Wliat 
a ftriking proof is here exlubited, of his juftice in pu- 

nifliing 
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jlifeing iniquity, of hi» vefa(%; |a caecudng hjs 
threatcniogs! Shall any among jowrlelyes dare to tridc 
with Him ? Shall aay di&elieve his word ? Let fin 
ners dread his wrath, and fcck tp efeape from it! 

When the decrees of an angry God were fully cxe^- 
cuced, what became of “the remnant according to the 
ekdion of grace ?” A plcafing prolpedl again^pened 
upon them, when the waters were abated, and the 
dry land appeared. But Noah, with all that remained 
of the creation around him, continued fhut up in the 
arJc i and, for Ibme time, their Deliverer came not to 
their relief. I'his, probably, was a fcafon of, very 
painful fufpenfe; and it fliould fcern, that Noala was 
weary of his reftraint, and iA fome njeafure imf)ati?nt 
and unbelieving. Many fears might, be fuggefted to 
his mind: the thought might arife, “ The Lord has 
forfaken, or forgotten me.” But at length his liberty 
was reftored. “ God remembered Noah*,” and 
- brought him out in fiifety, after litde more than a 
year’s confinement. Hence we proceed with his won¬ 
derful hiftory 

H.. After the deluge. Called out divine com¬ 
mand. (for God had faid, “ Go forth of the ark,”) he 
and. his numerous retinue qtutted their Afylum, and 
entered upon a defcrt world. A feene entirely, new 
was tixen-prefented to hiiUi but every thing, we fiiould 
fuppofe, would tend to fill his foul wttli gloomy appre- 
henfions. Wherever he turned his eyes, he faw the 
devaftatioqs which fin }»d made, • and perceived the 

vaft 
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vaft exertions of labour ncceflary for his own fuppoit. 
Could he forbear refledting, with unutterable anguilh, 
on the multitudes who had perilhed in their iniquities ? 
Could he attend to his own fituatipn, or look forward 
to the future, without feeling immenfe difEculty and 
diftrefi ? But what were his firft emotions, upon his 
deliverance ? A fenfe of gratitude overpowered him, 
and Iwallowed up every other concern, lie began the 
renewed duties of life with an adtof folemn worlhip to 
his merciful Preferver, devoting liimfelf afrelh to his 
fervice. " Noah builded an altar unto the Lord j and 
took of every clean beaft, and of every clean fowl, and 
offered burnt-offerings on the altar.” 

Is'it enquired, why the blood of an animal was flied, 
and offered up as a religious rite ? Sacrifices, no doubt, 
were of God’s own appointment, inftituted on purpofe 
to typify the only way of forgivenefs, by the Death of 
the Redeemer j and diey derived all their efficacy fi-om 
the reference they had to the grand propitiation for 
the fins of mankind. By virtue of this atonement, then, 
and not by “ the blood of bulls or goats,” Noah ap¬ 
proached his God with acceptance, and obtained an 
anfwer of peace: “The Lord fmellcd a Iweet favour.” 
We alfo are encouraged to draw near to that God, 
who pardoneth iniquity, and declares himfelf “ well 
plcafed in his beloved Son:” nor do we doubt of a 
gracious reception through Jefus Chrift, while were-* 
member, that “ he hath given himfelf for us, anofier- 
ing and a facrifitc to God, for a fweeNlmelling fa¬ 
vour 
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Noah, we have fcen, devoted hlmfelf to God, and, 
in return, received the moft cxprefs affurances of the 
•divine rcgar^d. The covenant of grace had been 
revealed from the beginning; and upon this occafion 
it was renewed with great folemnit 7 , that it might be 
known, in the new w’orld, that “ God had not in 
anger fliut up his tender mercies.” Behold, f^d he, 
I eftablilh my covenant with you.” A frelh grant 
was made to man of an univerfal dominion over all 
living creatures, and, it feems, with an additional 
liberty of eating animal food; and a promife was 
added, that, by the over-ruling influence of provi¬ 
dence, the feafons Ihould be regularly continued in 
their order, and that no other deluge (hould ever be 
brought upon the earth for its deftruftion. The bow 
in the cloud was appointed as a token of God’s faith- 
fulnefs and love; nor is it, at this day, without a 
meaning to us. We look ugon it with peculiar con¬ 
fidence and joy, becaufe it reprefents to us our fecuri- 
ty, not from a flood of waters only, but from all the 
effefts of the wrath of God. For thus faith the Lord 
himfclf i “ This is as the waters of Noah unto me: for 
as I have fworn that the waters of Noah Ihould no 
more go over the earth; fo have I fworn that I would 
not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the 
mountains fhall depart, and the hills be removed; but 
my kindnefs fhall not depart from thee, neither fhall 
the covenant of my peace be removed, faith the Lord 
that hath mercy on thee*.” To 3tis unchangeable 
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coiredant, waheretoy the Godx)f heaven binds himfeK'to 
bofttjw upon !us all fpiritual bleflin^ in Chrift Jefiisi 
weifly for refuge. We rejoice that it is " ordered in 
ail things andfure,” and we that^ God that it is flich 
a foundatbn for our hopes, as cannot be fubverted. 

ft were needlcfs to follow the Patriarch through all 
djc diffievdties of his new fituation; and to view him, 
either inftrufting his oflspring, or bulling and plant¬ 
ing, to provide for himfclf and his family. Suffice it 
to fay, that be lived three hundred and fifty years after 
flood, and few a numerous poftewty. The world 
was peopled afrclh. And did a better feed arife ? Alas! 
wlatis man ? - It foon appeared, that he is incurable by 
‘any''outward means, and'utterly hopekfs in himfclf. 
What muft have been Noah’s feelings, when he per¬ 
ceived fin revive, and again prevail around him ? He 
was continued, till mankind were almoft univerfally 
fiinlc into idolatry, and the knowledge as well as the 
fear of God feemed to be entirely bani&ed. How 
, ftrange it was, that this fhould happen in Iiis time, and 
in his prefence ! But wliat can correft, or even re- 
ttrain, the extreme corruptions of our nature ? 

• We could wife to clofe the account here, but we arc 
.compelled to take notice, that, in one inftance at leaft, 
Noah proved awfully inconfiftent with himfclf, and fell 
from his fteadfaftnefs, in a moft grievous manner. The 
holy feriptures ftrike at the root of human pride, and 
lay. cur in the cluft. With great plainnefs and 
finiplicity, tlaercfore^ they relate the failings of the moft 
excellent faints; and this they do, without making any 
comment, and leave us to draw the neceffary conclufion, 

Noah 
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Noah wm “ peifc4a,” that is, upright, but not fin* 
lefs: his ,chara6ter, therefore, doq? not appear with¬ 
out a blemifo. He was betrayed into the horrid fin 
of drunkennefs. “ And Noah began to be an huf- 
bandman, and he planted a. vineyard; and he drank of 
the wine, and was drunken Some have fuppofod, 
that hCj Was not guilty of any criminal excefs, as not be¬ 
ing previoufly aware of the effeds of wine. But it is 
highly improbable, tliat he jfhould be thus ignorant, who 
had lived five hundred years in an age remarked for it$ 
diflipation and intemperance. Yet we cannot help 
wondering, that, having flood againfl: former tempta¬ 
tions, he Ihould at laft be overcome, at . a tim^ tot^ 
when he had none to feduce him.* We muil not jiiAify > 
his offence, nor need we attempt to conceal it. We 
may learn imich from it for our own admonition and 
imjjrovement. Let us hence remark 

1. The continual pronenefo of man to depart foom 
God. What an apoftate creaturodoes he aj^ar to be! 
How entirely corrupt, how very far gone from ori¬ 
ginal righteoufhefs 1 ” This is evident from tlie flatc 
of the world before the flood, and from its rapid pro- 
grefs in iniquity after it. And does not the fall of 
Noah teach us the fame truth ? Let us examine, what 
is in our hearts; and inflead of bitterly, inveighing 
againfl him, let us lie down abafed before God, under 

convi£lion of our own depravity. We may remark 
alfo, 

2. The great evil of fin. It is lamentable to ob- 
fer\^e around us a prevailing tendency’to Ucentioufncfs. 

• Gen. ix. 20, ei. 
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For are there not many, who arc daring Chou^ to 
pkad for every violation of the divine law ? 'Thefc 
perfons are ever forward to quote fcripture examples 
for their own profane purpofes; and think themfelves 
juftified in their wicked praftices, becaufe Noah and 
other eminent faints have follen. But they Ihould be 
told, that no fervant of God can Uve in the allowed 
and habitual tranfgreffion of any duty. Noah con¬ 
tinued not in his intemperance j nor was he forfaken 
of his God, who returned to pardon and to heal his 
backfliding. The Spirit of God again refted upon him, 
under the prophetical influence of which, not with 
(mtiments of anger and revenge, he predided the fu¬ 
ture condition of his ‘children and their pofterity, de¬ 
nouncing the judgment of God upon one branch of his 
fomily, and proclaiming the counfels of die divine fo- 
vour towards the others*. 

But it is granted, and ought to be noticed, that his 
condud wa^igjily bl&mable, and his guilt particularly 
heinous, his charafter and fituation confidered. He had 
appeared as one eminently holy, a reprover of others, 
** a preacher of righteouCicls,” and he was then the 
head of the creation. His offence was alfo aggravated 
by the awflil proofs of God’s indignation againft' fin, 
which himfclf had witneffed in the deftruAion of the 
old world. The diftinguiflied mercies he had re¬ 
ceived, render his ingratitude the more bafe and detef- 
table: His houfehold alone had been refeued from the 
general ruin, and he himfelf had been admitted to eq- 

• Gen. X, —27. 
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joy an immediate communication with the God of hea¬ 
ven. 

• There will be nothing in Noah’s example, proper¬ 
ly confidcred, to make us think lightly of the fmalleft 
tranfgreflion. It will cert^Iy be found, that " it is an 
evil thing and bitter to forfak^thc Lord,” and that in 
every cafe “ the backflider in heart fhall be filled with 
his own ways.” And hence we remark 

j. The neccffity of continual watchfulnefe and 
prayer. Some fincere peribns may wUh to fly from 
the hurry of bufinefs., and even to lecldde themielves 
from fociety, in order to be preferved from temptation. 
But do we not obferve, from the inftance before us, that 
no place is fecurej and that the»moft retired abode,* as 
Noah’s was, is no defence to dte foul ? The reafon is 
evident: we carry about with us our moft dangerous 
enemy i and “ he that trufteth in his own heart, is a 
fool*.” Then only we are fafe, when v/e are watch¬ 
ing and praying; for then we “have the promife of a 
never-failing poteftion from above. 

.* Prov. xxviii. 26, 
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SECT. I. 

Ahmii, the friend of God—a dejcendant of Shem—called 
from his nekive country^for ‘what reafons—went in 
faith—fojoumed in Canaan—retired to Egypt—upon 
his return to Canaan, parted from Lit—received frefk 
premijes—ref cued Lot - met by Melchifedec. 

A Character of peculiar eminence is now before us. 
Much may be faid in commendation of Abraham, 
whether we confider his faith, or his obedience (each 
of which is highly celebrated by the facred writers), or 
whether we attend to the diftinguilhed rank allotted 
him, not only as he was the Founder of the Jewifli 
nation, but alfo (in a fenfe) the Head of the univer- 
fal Church, “ the Father of the faithful.” We arc 
not afraid of fetting a greater value dian we ought upon 
One, whom the Lord himfelf honoured in a very fin- 
gular degree, and on whom he bellowed marks of un¬ 
common regard. We need not feek for a more exalted 
tide for the holy Patriarch, than what St. James has 
given him, “ Abraham was called die friend of God 


• James ii. 23. 
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Can any diftinftion be conceived more gloHows than 
this ? How eager are men in general to form connec- 
tiwis with thole, who are placed in any elevated fixa¬ 
tion! How ambitious to be admitted, on terms of in¬ 
timacy, into the focicty of thofe, who poflefs a large 
Ihare of the power, the wealth, or the pageantiy of the 
w'orld! They confider diemfclves as deriving a dig¬ 
nity from their fuperiors in life, who will deign to 
favour them with a femiliar intercourfe. Alas! how 
vain is the boaft, fince we are all upon a level in our 
original, and are all (without excepting the mighty, the 
rich, or the learned) polluted, guilty, and condemned. 
Very poor indeed, then, is the honour that comedt 
from men; but of unfpeakable v^ue is that which edht- 
cdi from God only. To. be receivetl into a ftate of 
union and fcUowfliip with Him,' to be an objeft of his 
love, is a never-failing fource of the ftrongeft confo- 
latLon, and the nobleft dignity to which man can be 
raifed. “ Abraham was called the friend of God.” 
We admire the condefeenfion and the grace of the 
High and Lofty One.that inhabiteth Eternity, whofe 
nameiis Holy," that He can behold, with fuch kind- 
hefs, a worm and a finncr of die earth! 

But is not this a privilege, to which we arc forbid¬ 
den to alpire? No: there is a way, in which even 
we may be “ blelled with faidiful Abraham;” for 
we are all, not the friends only, “ but the children of 
God, by faidi in Jefus Chrift.” It will appear, indeed, 
that Abraham was held in peculiar eftjmation; but in 
his beft eftate he had not, any more than another man, 
5 “ whereof 



So SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS^ 

” whereof he might glory before God *All his ex¬ 
cellency was derived from the free grace of God alone; 
and we alfo are encouraged to pray» that an abundant 
portion of the fame grace may reft upon us, to bring us 
near to God, and to enable us to mamtain continual 
communion with him. 

Years before Abram (for fo he was called originally) 
chriii ij'S. death of 

Noah, though there were nine generations between 
them. He defcended from that Patriarch in the line of 
Shem, upon whofc family the promifed blefling of the 
Saviour was entailed by his father’s prophecy f. But 
though the genealogy be preferved, fcarcely any thing 
elf^ is told us, except the names, of all the men, who 
lived from the flood till die time of Abram. The 
facred hiftory feems to haften to this charafter, as to one 
of Angular importance, and dwells upon fome of the 
minuteft circumftances of it. 

Yet even of Abram we read but litde, till he had ar¬ 
rived at, what we fhould account, a late period in life. 
He received his education, and fpent a conflderablc 
part of his maturer age, amongft an idolatrous people. 
His very parents were ftrangers to the tine God, and 
probably Abram alfo was an idolater J, till in mercy to 
him, to his numerous pofterity, and to the univerfal 
Church after him, it pleafed God to interpofe, by mak¬ 
ing an expreft revelation of Himfelf, and to feparate 
him from all the other kindreds of the earth. 

• Rom. iv. 2. + Gen. ix. 26. t Jofh. xxiv. a. 
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f ean before When Abram was fevcnty-five years old, 
chnit 1921. jjQxdi called him (in a way, certainly, 

tvhich excluded all doubt from Abram’s mind, and 
with an influence which difpoled him to obey the call) 
to leat^e his father’s houfe and his native country. As 
very much is fald in Scripture concerning this remark¬ 
able difpenfation, it will require fome further attention 
from us. The faft is foon related, but various import¬ 
ant infl:ru(5tions are to be derived from it. 

The command was given him, that he Ihould imme¬ 
diately forfake the place of his abode, and all his connec¬ 
tions in it, and commence a fqjourner in a ftrange land, 
till under the divine direftion ^le fliould come to a jcing^ 
dom appointed for him. Promifes were added for his 
encouragement; refpcfting his pofterity, that from him 
Ihould arife a numerous and powerful people and re- 
Ipedting himftlf, that God would put fuch an honour 
Upon him, as not only to make his name great, but alfb 
to render his life a general blefling to mankind. It does 
not appear, that Abram then underftood the extent of 
that prediftion, “ In thee lhall all families of the 
eartli be blcffed;” but to us there can be no doubt, 
that it was defigned as an intimation of the Saviour, 
who was to defcend from him, and by whom alone the 
curfe of fm can be taken away, and the finner become 
truly bleflTed. 

The divine will was no fooner known than obeyed. 
Abram departed from Ur of the Chaldees, with his 
aged parent Terah, his wife Sarai, and Lot his brother’s 
fon, together with all their fubftance. Their firft rc- 

VoL. I. G move 
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move was to Haran in the fame country, where proba¬ 
bly they continued, on account of Terah’s infirmities, 
till he died. It fhould feem that a fecond call was 
given after Terah’s death, when Abram again fet for¬ 
ward on his journey with all his houfehold; and with 
the Lxjrd God for his guide and defence, he was fafely 
condufted into the land of Canaan*. 

Perhaps it is enquired. Where could be the necefllty, 
or what the defign, of this fingular providence ? In 
anfwer to which, it may be proper to advert to the ftate 
of the world at that period. The knowledge of God 
had almoft perilhed from the earth. There was fcarcely 
a family to be found, iq which Idolatry did not pre¬ 
vail. But how ftrange and unaccountable is this, on 
any other fuppofition tlian that of the total corruption 
of man, and his utter alienation from God f ! To what 
(hall we afcribe it, tliat the greateft part of our fpecies 
have at all times run into the grofleft abfurdities, in 
their notions of the Deity, and even in their religious 
rites? We mull be conftrained to allow furely, that 
human Rcafon, degenerate as we now are, is a very 
infufficient guide in fpiritual concerns. How little can 

• Gen. xi. 31. xii. r, j. Afts vil. 2, 
f " This ftrong and univerfaily prevalent difpofition of mankind 
to idolatry, of which there has been fuch great trial, and fo notori¬ 
ous and vaft proof, in fa£i, is a nioft glaring evidence of the exceed¬ 
ing depravity of the human nature; as it is a propenfity, in the 
utmoft degree, contrary to the higheft end, the main bufinefs, and 
chief happinefs of mankind, confining in the knowledge, fervice, 
and enjoyment of the living God.” 

Edwards on Original Sin, p. 65. 
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we (Ufcover by it, without Revelation! Nor was there 
ever a Revelation given, which Reafon has not been 
employed to fet afide or pervert. We appeal to fa6t 
and experience: and in this view the ftudy of hiftory 
will be extremely ufefiil; though it cannot but mortify 
our pride, while it faithfullf reprefents to us the 
vretchednefs of our natural condition. Man appears 
involved in grofs darknefs indeed; ignorant of the 
divine perfeftions, and unwilling to retain the know¬ 
ledge of God when revealed to him*. We havefeen 
what was really the cafe for the firft two thoufand years 
from the Creation; that is, till the call of Abram. No 
warnings or inftruftions, not eyen the moft tremerj^iouv 
judgments, could prevent the depravity of human na¬ 
ture from breaking out into daring outrages: and 
whatever notices God vouchfafed to give concerning 
himfelfj they were all, very fhordy, corrupted and de- 
Ipifed. 

Had God, then, determined to leave this poor pcr- 
verfe race to themfelves, the confequence, it is obvi¬ 
ous, muft have been truly deplorable. But he will 
Ihew mercy “ for his own name’s fake;” and, at the 
period we are now confidering, he inteipofed in a me¬ 
thod very different from what he had ever ufed before. 
Till that time, the Church had been, in a great mea- 
fure, mixed with the world, without any yifible mark 
of diftinftion, and had thereby contrafted much pollu¬ 
tion. But then it pleafed God to inljitute a feparate 
fociety, defended as it were by “a wall of partition;” 

* Rom. i. 28. 
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and for this purpofe he felected one family frwn iSat 
reft of the earth, in which he defigned to preferve the 
true knowledge and worfbip of himfelf. Such was the 
intent of the call of Abram} which was, doubdefs, a 
peculiar honour put upon him, yet not to be confidered* 
as a private benefit. w^s fixed upon as the favoured 
inftrument of God, to beftow the moft important ad¬ 
vantages OB mankind j in part by the prefeivation of 
pure reHgion, but chiefly by preparing the way for His 
coming, “ in whom all the families of the earth are 
blefled*. Thus was Abranv appointed to be the 
founder of the Jewifh Church, and a very emment 
^Progenitor of the Meflifh. Nor are we, at this dif- 
tance of time, unconneded with him; for as St. Paul 
argues, “ He is the father of all tliem that believe 
and all the houfchold. of faith are called “ the children 
of Abraham t-” 

But do we not perceive, in this inftance, a pattern 
for ourfelves? Yes: we muft be willing to go, where- 
ever God Ihall point out the path; nor muft we decline 
any duties, however arduous, which He ftiall enjoin. 
We obferv^ Abram cheerfully following the divine di- 
redion, when he forfook his native country. This he 
muft have done againft many ftruggles of natural incli¬ 
nation, and probably in oppofition to the entreaties of 

• “ We are to confider it,” lays Dr. Sherlock, {peaking of the 
call of Abraham ," not as a partial favour to that family alone, but 
as the opemng of that feene, which was to bring a bleffing upon ail 
nations of the earth.” Difc. on Proph. v. 

t Rom. iv. II. Gal. iii. 7. 

his 



ABRAM. 

his fnends. Neidier did temporal advantages induce 
him to continue in Chaldea, nor the .extreme inconve¬ 
niences and diftrefles of a long and uncertain pilgrim¬ 
age deter him from it- But let it not be forgotten, 
that, in order to obey like Abram, we muft be pofleffed 
of the very principle, by wl^h he was actuated: we 
muft believe God, that it iiain)e, even as he hath faid. 
For " BY FAITH Abram, when he was called to go 
out into a place which he ftiould after receive for an 
inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing 
whither he went 

For his fteadfaft faith, above every other grace, 
Abram is diltinguilhed, and propofod as an example to 
,iis. And they only, which be of faith, are Blefl^ 
with faithful Abram f.” But while we allow the ne- 
cefllty and the excellence of this principle, let us under- 
ftand its nature, and fee what effefts it wiU produce. 
It is a full perfoafion in the mind, that God wiU fulfil 
his word, to which it gives entire credit, and on which 
it depends with confidence, in expeftation of events 
which would otherwifc appear unlikely, and even im- 
poffible. It has generally to combat with various and 
great diificuldes: Yet, as it refts npt upon human pro¬ 
babilities, or rational deductions, but fimpiy on the 
faithfulnefs of God, where his will has been eitprefsly 
declared and dearly iinderftpod, no pbjeCjtion? what¬ 
ever can have any weight with it. The believer, 
therefore, .ought not to waver, though his way may be 
dark, and many obftrudion;? lie before him; in relir 


* Ileb. xi. 8. t GaJ. iii. 9. 
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ance on the promife, he ought vdth full afliirance to 
exped the blefllng, though he knows not how it can be 
accomplilhed: He muft “ hope againft hope.” Where 
there are no trials, faith has no peculiar exercife. Is 
this fufficiently attended to by thofe, who complain as 
Job, ** He hath fenced^ ipy way, that I cannot pafs, 
and he hath fet darknefs in thy paths ?” They forget, 
furcly, that this is a ftate of probation, where they are 
called to maintain their confidence in God, againft all 
oppofition. He is pleafed to bring them into circum- 
ftances of perplexity and diftrels, for this very reafon, 
that their dependence on him may be the more mani- 
ftft, and he requires them to prove to the world, that 
they can truft him with their All. 

The difficulties of Abram’s fituation were extreme, 
and only by a firm reliance on the divine promifes was 
he enabled to furmount them. The efficacy of this 
principle appeared moft evidently in him, as on fome 
other occalions, fo alfo in the inftance before us. The 
command was exprefs, that he ftiould fbrfake his former 
abode, and all his connexions in Chaldea. But though 
we may clearly underftand the will of God, it is not 
always eafy to obey it; nor fhall we confent to hazard 
any thing by our obedience, till we can place an un- 
relerved affiance in his word, who engages to proteX 
us. In a trial of this kind, to confult with flelh and 
blood is at once to give up our faidi. 

The Patriarch, as we before obferved, muft have 
had much to ftruggle with. It muft have coft him 
fome painful feelings, to defert his country, and the 

many 
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many dear relations who were left behind. The pil¬ 
grimage, on which he was required, to enter, muft have 
prefented him with profpedls of continual danger and 
diftrefs. For fuch a pilgrimage he feemed utterly un¬ 
provided j and yet he was put upon it at a time of life, 
when men are not difpofed to contend with difficulties, 
and when nature, in general, l^ks reft and retirement. 
Had he attended to the fuggeftions of felf-indulgence, 
or worldly prudence j or had he loft fight of the pro- 
mife, he would inftantly have defifted, and rejedl- 
ed the whole fcheme as a rafh, and foolifh, and pre- 
fumptuous undertaking. But this one thing deter¬ 
mined and fatisfied his mind, that the Lx)rd had called 
him, had engaged to favour tern with his graciou# pru« 
fence, and to bring him to a country, which fhould 
fome time or o?her be given him for a pofleffionj and 
therefore, “ by faidi—he went out, not knowing whi¬ 
ther he went.” 

With fuch a guide, what lliould we have to dread ? 
But can we cheerfully reft on the word of God, and 
go forth to meet the fevereft trials,, in this confidence, 
that “ He will never leave us nor fbrfake us ?” Does 
not Abram reprove us for our unbelief? What cow¬ 
ardice, what unfaithfulnefs do we betray, in die con¬ 
cerns of religion! The profpedl of dangers and dif- 
trefles terrifies many; the fear of want, or die love of 
eafe makes them averfe from a pilgrim’s life; and there¬ 
fore, when they perceive what facrifices muft be made, 
they fay, “ I pray thee have me excufed.” 

Shall we accompany the pious Patriarch in his tra¬ 
vels? We fiiall obferve that in almoft every fituation 

G 4 he 
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he was called to “ endure hardnefs,” though the favou¬ 
rite of Heaven, was conduced in fafety to the 
promifeiland, but not put into poirefrion*^. The Ca- 
naanites were to be fpared for a longer feafon. The 
Lord, therefore, appeared to him in Canaan, engag¬ 
ing to give it, not to him, but to his pofterity. This 
might feem to be a delay of the promife. But Abram 
was content to be “a ftranger and a Iqjourner,” and 
“ had none inheritance, no not fo much as to fet his 
foot on f.-’ He removed from place to place j and yet, 
every where, though in the midft of idolaters, he main¬ 
tained his religion, and preferved the worfliip of the 
true God. Again and again it is remarked of him, 
that *'he builded an altir unto the Lord, and called 
upon the name of the Lord.” This was a public tef- 
timony that he ferved the God of heaven j for, pro¬ 
bably, he invited the neighbouring inhabitants to join 
with him in his devotions. Are we not hereby in- 
ftruded, never to be alhamcd of the profeffion of god- 
linefs, though we may live amongft thofe, who are 
enemies to it ? Like Abram, let us cultivate the Ipi- 
rit of piety, wherever we arej nor think ourfelves 
excufed from religious duties, even upon neceflary 
journeys ; but, in all our removals, let us carry with 
us a fenfe of our obligations to God, and call upon his 
name. 

A frefh trial arofe. A grievous famine obliged A- 
bram to dcfert the land of Canaan, and for a feafon 
to retire into Egypt. And here we might wilh to 

• Gen. xii. 6, Sec. f Afts vii. j. 
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throw a veil over fome circumftances, which feem a 
reproach to his charafter. But if properly confidered, 
.it may be an inftrudive leflbn to us, to obfcrve imper- 
fedion in one of fiich exalted piety?—unbelief even in 
Abram. He gave way to a diftruftful and very dif- 
honourable fear, that he Ihould be robbed of his beau¬ 
teous wife, and himfelf fell by the hand of violence. 
To avoid this imaginary danger, he puriued thofe veiy 
fteps, which adually brought him into it. He was 
guilty, if not of a dired falfehood, yet of a mean pre¬ 
varication, in faying of Sarai, “ She is my fifter.’^ 
His faith, which a little before had furmounted very 
great trials, then failed him in a trifling difiiculty. 
But his fin produced his punifhment, Sarai was taken* 
from him (upon the fuppofition of not being his wife) 
and on the very point of becoming the poflTeflion of 
Pharaoh. To what extreme diftrefs, then, were Abram 
and his beloved partner reduced! But Ae Lord, who 
ftill watched over them for gobd, pleaded their c^ufe, 
and procured their fafe difmiflion. 

Surely this example will not be appealed to, in 
order to juftify any bafe equivocations. We muft 
condemn the condud qf Abram, and fay, Let every 
man fpeak the truth with his neighbour.” The only 
fair conclufion from it is, that there is no perfedion tq 
be found in any charader, merely human, and that 
in many things we offend all.” We may pofTibly 
ftand againll feverc temptations, and yet fall by one 
comparatively inconfiderable. Our own foolifh fears 
are fufficien^ at any time, to fcduce us from God, 
and to make us forget our beft principles. This will 

not 
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not ajSbrd any encour^ement to the carclcfs linnef* 
but it may, and ihould, “ comfort the feeble-minded," 
who lament their frequent failings, or tremble at the 
remembrance of fome foul mifconduft. Let no 
man glory in men,” or depend on any wifdom or 
ftrcngth of his own! We have need to pray, “ Lead 
us not into temptation! Hold thou me up, and I 
lhall be lafe} and I will have rclpeft unto thy ftatutes 
continually ]” 

Abram returned to Canaan*, and, in a fituation 
where he had formerly enjoyed the divine prefence, he 
renewed his communion with God, who pardons the 
iniquity, and heals the backfliding, of his people. The 
■Patfiarch and his Relktion Lot, who accompanied 
him, were both grown extremely richj fo that, on 
account of the vaft increafe of their flocks and herds, a 
feparation from each other became expedient. The 
large addition, made to their fubftance, had nearly prov¬ 
ed a caufe of ferious Contention. Their fervants at 
leaft could not agree together. And how frequently are 
the moft grievous quarrels fomented by the domeftics of 
different families, which would otherwife have lived in 
peace and friendfhip with each other! The conduft of 
Abram, upon this occafion, was moft amiable indeed. 
In general we oblerve, that a proud and overbearing 
fjjirit, felfifhnefs and avarice, accompany the increafe 
of worldly pofleffions. But behold Abram’s conde- 
fccnfion to his nephew! See the Patriarch, with all 
his abundance, ,meck and loving, difinterefted and 
generous! He faid unto Lot, “ Let there be no ftrife. 



A B It A M. 


9 * 

I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my 
herdmen and thy herdmcn: for we be brethren. Is not 
the whole land before thee ? Separate thyfel^ I pray 
thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I 
will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, 
then I will go to the left.” What a ftriking lelTon is 
this to us, to reftrain an envious and haughty difpofi- 
tion, and to give up, even to an inferior, many juft 
claims, for the preventing or the healing of contentions! 
Nor ftiall we repent of making fuch a facrifice: what¬ 
ever temporal advantages we may refign, we fliall ob¬ 
tain an abundant recompence in the bleflings of peace. 

It was probably a trial to Abram to be feparated 
from his Relation; but his loft was foon fupplied'by 
frelh communications of grace and comfort, which he 
received from above. The Lord renewed his promifes 
to Abram, to confirm his faith and enliven his hope; 
and Abram again fealed his vows before the Lord. If 
this God be our God, and manileft his favourable pre¬ 
fence with us, we (hall not have much occafion to re¬ 
gret the abfence of friends, or to be difeouraged by 
their unkindnefs. 

In another inftance we are ftnick with admiration at 
the tender affedion and generofity of Abram towards 
Lot*. Here indeed the Patriarch appears as a man 
of war: an unexpefted change of charafter! With 
great vigour he girded himlelf for the batde, and went 
forth, with his numerous attendants, as an undaunted 
champion to chaftife the infolencc and the cruelty of 
fome proud conquerors. But what could be his motive 
• Gen. xiv. I, &c. 
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for fuch an extraordinary proceeding? Not, what 
generally adluates the Soldier, the love of power, of 
riches, or of honour;—but a difinterefted defire of ref- 
cuing his opprefled nephew, who had beep taken cap¬ 
tive from Sodom, and of reftoring to Wm his liberty 
?nd his fubftance. This, under the divine proteftion, 
he foon efiefted. But behold his moderation, and his 
abhorrence of fordid gain, in the very hour of triumph! 
He purfued his victory no farther than to render juf- 
tice to his injured Relation, and utterly refufed to en¬ 
rich himfelf by the Ipoils. Here, then, is an example 
of a noble mind, of one fuperior to any regard of 
private advantage, and it affords a lelTon to al}, “ that no 
'Oiao fhould feclc his own, but every man another's 
wealth.” 

Among thofe, w1k> congratulated Abram on his late 
conqueft, was one of high dignity, and yet of a myfr 
terious charadler, Melchizedec, king of Salem. This 
perfon, it feenis, was ‘a worfhipper of the true God, 
even in that idolatrous country, and perforn>ed the of¬ 
fices of a Minifter of religion. He came out to teftify 
his joy at Abram’s fuccefs; and mutual adls ofkindnefs 
;pid refpedt were exchanged between them. Mel¬ 
chizedec brought forth his holpitablc refreshment of 
bread and wine, typical of Gofpel-bleffings, and, as a 
Rrieft, pronounced the benedidion of God upon the 
Patriarch. Abram in return acknowledged in the 
Prieft the authority of God, and as a token of gratitude 
for his late vidtqry, and as a confeffion that he owed his 
all to God, and would devote it to his fervice, “ hg 
gave liim tyches of all.” Thofe, who worfhip tlic fame 

God, 
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Cod, and are fteadfaftly attached to his caufe, like tliefe 
illuftrious charafters> fhould be cordially united to each 
other. Nor let perfons of higheft rank think it beneadi 
them, either to " ferve at the altar,” or to pay a proper 
reverence to the Minifters of -God, remembering whom 
they reprefent. 

Let us paufe awhile, and afk ourfelves, with faith- 
fulnefs and folemnity, Are we followers of Abram? 
Are we pbflelTed of the fame fpirit ? Are we influ¬ 
enced by his- leading principles, faith towards God, 
and benevolence towards man ? You bear no relation 
to Abram, if you defpife or negledt the duties of reli¬ 
gion, if you rear no altar, if jrou ofler no facrifice to 
God. Neither do you (hew any rcfemblance to this 
example, whatever be your pretences to devotion, if 
you can make no concefllons for the peace of your fa¬ 
mily or neighbourhood; if you are proud, felfifh, and 
opprelTive. 

We have feen Abram, in obedience to the divine 
call, entering on the life of a pilgrim, and fhall have 
occafion again to contemplate him in this ftate, while 
we further accompany him in his various removals. 
But now let us enquire. Have we obeyed die com¬ 
mand of God? Or, in confequence of his requifi- 
tion, have we given up any thing we fhould otherwife 
have pofTefled? We alfo, like Abram, are enjoined 
to live as ftrangers and fojourners. But have we not 
refulcd ? Are we not determined to have as much of 
this world, as we can procure? Who amongfl us 
“ come out and are feparateWe are not indeed 
required to defert our place in fociety; but if we would 

follow 
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follow Chrift, wc muft not be “ of the world, even as 
he was not of the world.” For to us he declares, If 
any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mo¬ 
ther, and wife, and children, and brethren, and fillers, 
yea, and his own life alfo, he cannot be my difciple*.” 
Ah! how many reply, “ This is a hard faying, who 
can hear it ?” What judgment lhall we form concern¬ 
ing you, ye gay, ye fenfual, ye voluptuous ? Is it true 
of you, that you are “ not conformed to this world 
and that you are only as ftrangers, pafling through 
it to a heavenly country? You would difclaim the 
infinuation as diflionourable to your charadler. Then 
be confident; renounce your Chriftian profeflion, and 
avow it publicly, that you are " lovers of pleafures 
more than lovers of God,” and that you will gratify 
your own carnal inclinations in contempt of all the pre¬ 
cepts, or the threatenings of the Gofpel. 

* Lake xiv. 26 . 
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SECT. a. 

Ahram entered into covettant with God—juftified by faith—- 
married Hagar—obtained a confirmation of the p-o- 
mijes—named Abraham — circumcifed. 

Abram, it appears, was defigned for very eminent 
fervices, and diftinguilhed by a tide, expreffive of the 
excellency of his charader and of the high honour put 
upon him: for “he was called*THE friend of G<Tb.” 
Some, perhaps, complain that they are not admitted 
to the fame privileges as others, and arrogandy cenfurc 
the divine condud. They enquire therefore, why fuch 
Angular marks of favour were bcftowed upon Abram. 
But who are we, that we Ihouldf prefumptuoufly arraign 
the proceedings of die God of heaven ? Shall we chal¬ 
lenge Him to give account unto us of any of his mat¬ 
ters, or dare to accufe him, as being partial in his regard ? 
It is his prerogative to ad in a fovereign manner, without 
control All his dilpenfations, indeed, are ordered 
with wifdom, jufticc, and goodnefs. But “ who hath 
been his counfellor ?” He aflcs not our approbation, 
nor does he fuffcr us to fit as judges over the affairs of 
his government. He is debtor to no man. Let us 
confels, that his grace is his own j and dn^t he is at liberty 
to diftribute it, to whom, and in what proportion, he 
pleafcs. Is one diftinguilhed above another, either by 

temporal 
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temporal or fpiritual bleffings ? Let not our eye be? 
evil, becaufe God «s good. We admire and praife his 
mercy, which, in an abundant fneafure, has been ex- 
ercifcd towards our polluted race. While none amongft 
us have any claim upon him, we wonder at his forbear¬ 
ance and condefcenfion to all, and rejoice that he can 
receive any as the objefts of his love. 

Abram, we have already feen, was admitted to an 
uncommon degree of intimacy with the God of heaven. 
Almoft every fucceeding chapter prefents us with fome 
new vifion, fome gracious revelation, with increafing 
light and comfort, vouchfafed unto him. He had ap¬ 
peared, with much honour, as a foldier in the field of 
batde; but his higheft glory Was, that He, "wh6 
inhabiteth Eternity,” Was pleafed to converfe with him, 
as with an equal, and to enter into an exprefs cove¬ 
nant with him. One remarkable inftance of this kind 
is the very next circpmftance, which occurs in the 
hiftory *. 

Years before It IS probable that Abram, at the time 
Chr.«,i9i3. referred to, felt deep diftfefs, through 

the influence of fome unbelieving fears. Many years 
had elapfed, fince he was firft c^ed out of Chaldea; 
and yet he had received no inheritance. He ftill con¬ 
tinued a fojourner in a Arrange land, furrounded with 
thofe, from whom he had every reafon to apprehend 
the moft unfavourable treatment. We do not wonder, 
diat even Abram was dejedred in fiich a fituation. 
But the Lord, Who is ever attentive to the wants and 
trials of his people, and is ready to minifter to their 
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relief and comfort, appeared to him to confirm the 
former promifes, and gave him frefli affurances of his 
• counfels of mercy: “ Fear not, Abram,” faid the God 
of all grace j “ I am thy Ihield, and diy exceeding 
great rewardor, in other words, “ Whatever ene¬ 
mies thou mayeft dread, I am thy fure defence, to ward 
off from thee every hoftile alTault j and whatever worldly 
advantages riiou haft renounced, or mayeft hereafter 
be deprived oft I will recompence the lols by afford¬ 
ing dice a more abundant fenfe and enjoyment of my 
favour.” 

Was not this general declaration, then, fufficient 
to fatisfy the Patriarch’s mind ? No: fomething fur¬ 
ther was requifite to remov5 his doubts: and Us he 
was permitted, without referve, to make known his 
requefts unto God, he reprefented to him the painful 
feelings he had on this account, that he ftill remained 
childlefs, and that a ftranger and a fervant feemed likely 
to be Iris Heir. The ground of the complaint, pro¬ 
bably, was not the mere defire of obtaining children 
of his own, but the difficulty he found in believing die 
promife, that he fhould have a numerous pofterity to 
inherit Canaan, when as yet he had no Son. To take 
away that obftacle, the Lord engaged to give him a 
Son, and to “ multiply his feed as the ftars of heaven.” 
This was enough. Abram’s objeflions were filenced : 
his unbelief was overcome. He acquiefeed in the 
aflurance, and refted in cheerful dependence upon it. 
His faith w'as known and approved by God, who there¬ 
fore teftified his acceptance, and bellowed upon him 
frefh marks of regard. 

VoL. I. H Agab 
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Again it was declareti, in order to eftablifh his hope, 
tjliat the fame God, who had brought him out of Chal¬ 
dea, would put him in poflcflion of Canaan. Not as 
doubting die divine veracity, of which, it feems, he 
was then fully perfuaded, but with eager dcfires of the 
promifed blefling, he recjuelled of God that fome out¬ 
ward token, or memorial, might be given him of it. 
We are ftruck with wonder at the condefcenfion of 
the Almighty God, who frequently accommodates him- 
felf to the willies, and fometimes to the weaknelTes, of 
his people. I le admitted, that Abram Ihould be grati¬ 
fied, and that the covenant Ihould be confirmed with 
peculiar folemnides. For diis pwpofe various facri- 
"uces '.vere prepared, thit, according to die ancient 
cuftom of radfying important contrafts*, the two 
parties might teftlfy their confent, and acknowledge 
their mutual engagements, by palling between the 
limbs of the animals, which were divided in the midft, 
and dien placed in direct oppofitbn to each other. 
Abram, on his part, was ready j and, while he waited 
in believing expesStadon of God’s appearance, he funk 
down into a deep lleep, and by an awful dread, 
brought over his mind, he was made to feci in whofe 
prefence he was ; and in this fituation it was revealed 
to him, what Ihould befall his children for many gene¬ 
rations after him. The g^ory of God was then ma- 
nifefted, and in a vilible manner, as " a fmoking 
furnace and a burning lamp,” it palTed between the 
feparated pieces of the facrificesj by which it was 

* See Jer. xxxiv. i8. 
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underftood, that The Moft High pledged hlmfclf to 
Abram for the completion of his promifes. 

The whole tranfaftion not only aftonifhes but in- 
llrufbs us. We perceive, in Abram, faith ftruggling 
againft, and triumphing over unbeHef. Wonder not. 
Believers, if you meet with feafons of darknefs and 
diftrels. For probably, in moft inftances, where there 
is a real dependence upon God, there will be times of 
much fear and gloomy apprehenfions. But it is not 
the will of God, that you ftiould be call down. He 
fays to you, as to this holy Patriarch, "Fear not:” 
and all tliat he was to Abram, he will be to you. Did 
Abram rejoice in the prbfpefl of a Son? YoH can 
exult, that the Son of Abram has appeared j and that 
in Him the Covenant, on which all ^our hopes are 
grounded, is eftabliftied and ratified with the moft aw¬ 
ful folemnities, even by the Ihedding of his blood. Did 
Abram expeft, from the divine promifes, die bleflings 
of an earthly Canaan ? You have the fame, or ftronger, 
afliirances, that you ftiall inherit the kingdom of glory. 

It is not to be concluded, that Abram had no far¬ 
ther regard tlian to his immediate defcendants and to a 
temporal poffeffion. Doubdefs he extended his views 
to the Saviour, who was to arife from his family, and 
to the heavenly Canaan. This we ftiall afterwards 
have occafion to obferve. But we muft not forget, 
that Abram, frortl the very circumftance here related, 
is propOfed as a pattern to us, and as a reprefentatiori 
of the only method in which God will juftify a finner, 
viz. by ftuth in Jefus-Chrift. Abram was fo juftificdj 
for it was " his ftndii” which " was counted unto 

H 2 him 



J.OO SCRITTURE CHARACTERS. 

him for righteoufnefs.” All other means, indeed, of 
obtaining mercy, as they are abfurd in themlelves, 
are utterly unfuitable to us. But in the way of be¬ 
lieving a free accefs is given us. This is adapted to our 
fituation, as we are guilty, polluted creatures, and, in 
the ftrongeft manner, encourages our hopes. For 
it is declared by an infpired Apollle, “It was not 
written for Abram’s fake alone, that it was imputed 
to him 5 but for us alfo, to whom it fliall be imputed, 
if wc believe on him diat raifed up Jefus our Lord 
from the dead 

Ytp before A fon had been promifed to Abram; 
chrift.^igii. years more elapfed, and no fuch 

event feemed likely to take place. It pleafes God 
very frequently to defer that mercy, which he defigns 
to beftow, in order to exercife our faith. But how 
difficult is it to maintain a firm dependence, when the 
blefllng, we had been taught to expedl, is long de¬ 
layed ! We are unwilling to wait for it: and our im¬ 
patience may lead us to very wrong conclufions, as if 
our cafe were hopelefs, or put us upon fome impro¬ 
per conduct, to obtain what we eagerly defire. 

Sarai was the firft to be diftrefled by her own bar- 
rennefs f; and, in order to remedy the evil, fhe pro- 
pofed to. Abram, that he Ihould marry another wife, 
Hagar their maid-fervant, whom they had brought 
from Egypt, that by her the femily might be continued,, 
and the numerous pofterity promifed might be raifed up. 
The propofal was ftrange indeed, e^ecially as coming 
from Sar^i nor is Abram’s compliance with it jufti- 

• Rom. iv. 2}, 24, t G«n. xvi. i, &c. 
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liable, but is rather to be confidered as an evidence of 
weaknefs and folly. He had waited ten years already, 
from his removal out of Chaldea, and yet faw no prof- 
pe6t of any children. This was a painflil trial. But 
why fhould we limit the Moft High, or prefcribe to 
Him the time, any more than the way, in which he 
muft work ?—It is not faid, that in this cafe Abram 
fought dirediion from Heaven, but “ He hearkened 
to the voice of Sarai.” Our neareft Relations will 
prove a dangerous fnare to us, if we fubjeft our con- 
fcience to their influence. If we are feduced out of 
the plain path of duty, it will be no excufe for us, that 
v?e liftened to the felicitations of the deareft friends. 

Probably Abram was impatient, as well as Sarai; 
and tlierefore, not merely in compliance to his wife, 
lead of all from any fenfual motives, but for want of 
a ftronger faith, which would have enabled him to 
wait for the accomplifhment of the promile, he became 
an example of Polygamy. *But this inflance, furely, 
will not juftify the praftice. Whatever might give 
rife to it, or however, in Ibme dark ages and for par¬ 
ticular purpofes, it might be tolerated (in the fame 
fcnfe that the perverfe manners of the Ifraelites were 
fofFered, and the ignorance of the Heathens winked 
at*), WE ought to have no doubt of its finfolnefs. If 
is contrary to the original inftitution of marriage, ac¬ 
cording to our Lord’s explanation, and He has ex- 
prefsly declared, that it is now to be accounted no 
other than Adultery f. The bad cocfequences, in the 
cafe before us, clearly fhew, that it was a moft unad- 

* Sec Matt. xuc. 8. Afts xiii. i8. xvii. 30. f Mark. x. 11. 
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vifcd ftep; for it laid the foundatipn cf envy, jeqloufy, 
and bitter contentions in the family. We ftop not to 
conlider the perverfenefs of Sarai towards Hagar, or 
her infolence to her miflxefs, their complaints and their 
quarrels, which muft have been extremely diftrelTing to 
Abram; fuffice it to obferve, that by Hagar he ob¬ 
tained a fon, but not the child of proroife j a fon, for 
whom, indeed, great power and dominion were defigned, 
but one, who inltead of being a comfort to his father, 
was the caufe of further divifions and animofities in his 
h,oufe. So little do we know what we afk for, when 
VC defire any thing out of God’s way! The accom- 
plifhment of our wilhes may bring our punifhment artd 
■prove a heavy curfc to us. 

We haften to the following chapter, which repre- 
fents the Patriarch in a more amiable light, and in a 
far happier fituation. We there behold in him, inftead 
of unbelief, the mofl: unreferved dependence on the 
promife: and he, whom* we lately faw diftradted with 
femily broils, is now called up again to die mount of 
God, and holds the moft femiliar intercourfe with Hea¬ 
ven. " The Lord will not forlake his people,” though 
he may leave them in darknefs and diflxels for a feafon, 
clpeciajly after Ibmc ^iritual declenfion, or fome open 
violadon of duty. 

The Lord had. made a fblpmn covenant widi Abram, 
and had therein given him %ge expe&ations of apccu-, 
liar bleffing, entailed upon his defeendants. Still, many 
circumftanccs remaned obfeure, and the birth of the 
jgtpniifed Seed was purpqfely, delved, in order tp try,, 
and manifeft, the faith of Abram. Perhaps, indeed, 
7 he 
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hit mi^ flatter himfelf that Ifhrtiaet ^as the yttf Ibh, 
■who ftiduld prove an univerfal benefit to mankind. 
Having obtained Ilhmael, the fond father might be fa- 
tisfied, as if he had afccompli/hed his •wifhes. For, 
after tliat event, we hear no exprcflions from him of 
any fervent defires to have another child. It fhould 
feem, then, that Ifaac was beftowed, not in an'fwer to 
the prayers of the parents, blit through the rich and 
undefcrved mercy of God alone. Let us behold and 
admire the divine grace and condefcenfion, as 'well as 
reverence that power, to which nothing can be im- 
pofllble. 

Years before Thirteen years after the birth of Illmiael^ 
ci.nl>, 1898. Abram was ninety-nin£ years old, 
and, therefore, when all hopes of any further ihereafe 
of his family were cut off, the Lord came down to 
him, probably with fome external manifeftati'ori of Kis 
glory, to renew, and more diftindrly to explain, the 
promifo, and alfo to declare, that the performance 
was near at hand *. How Iblemn upon this occafioh 
was Jehovah’s addrefs, “ I ant the Almighty God ; 
walk before me, and be thou perfedl!” As if he had 
laid, " I am the God, whofe thou art, and on whoni 
thou ma3rft fecurely depend. Polfofled of omnipo¬ 
tence, I am all-fufficient for the completion of my 
engagements to thee. Blit remember thy obligatidns 
to me: perfevere in thy obedience; live ^ iii'riiy^- 
fence; and be thou, entirely and without rclerVej de¬ 
voted to my fervice;” What could Abram repljr? Hd 
was filcnt before God j and, to teftify the deep lenfe 
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he had of his own meannefs, “ he fell on his face," 
and in this pofture (moft fuitable to a finner before the 
glorious majefly of Heaven) he waited for the further 
declarations of the divine will. The fame alTurances 
were then given him as before, only with additional 
clearnefs and ftrength of exprellion, that he Ihould 
have a moft numerous offspring, who Ihould poffefs 
the land of Canaan. The Patriarch’s name was alfo 
changed upon that remarkable occafion, by the direc¬ 
tion of God himfelf. From that time he was called 
Abraham j this new appellation being intended to put 
him in remembrance of the folemn contraft, then made 
witl^him, and to be a, continual pledge to hirh, that 
he fhould certainly be “ the father of many nations.” 

As another memorial and confirmation of the Cove¬ 
nant, the painful operation of Circumcifion was ap¬ 
pointed for Abraham, and for all his male pofterity. 
We enquire not into theq)articular reafons of tliat infti- 
tution. It Ihould fuffice us, tliat it was an ordinance of 
God i and it ought to be oblerved, that it was typical 
of the work of God upon the foul, “ the putting off 
the body of the fins of the fiefli the circumcifion of 
the heart, indifpcnfably neceffary for all the true mem¬ 
bers of the Church. The rite, as it was a facrament 
which God himfelf ordained, was to be confidered as 
a permanent token of his readinefs to fulfil his en¬ 
gagement} and as it was fubmitted to on their part, it 
was a teftimony of their acceptance of his mercy, and 
of thdr dependence on his promifes. 

* Col. ii. II. 
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The revelation, then made to' Abraham, was ftill 
more particular. He was given to underftand, that 
the Covenant was not to be eftablifticd in Iflimad, but 
in another Son, whom Sarai (from that time to be 
called Sarah, in remembrance of this tranfaction) 
fliould bear in the courfe of a year. The declaration, 
it feems, excited various affeftions in his mind. The 
condefcenfion of God overpowered himj and again 
" he fell upon his face,” to exprefs his devout adora¬ 
tion. The intimation of die blefling propofed to him 
filled him with lively joy, and " he laughed,” not in 
contempt or diftruft, as Sarah afterwards did, but from 
the fudden emotions of pleafure. Yet fome confider- 
ations would naturally rile, which might perple'S his 
thoughts, and prove a fevere trial to his faith. The 
event foretold appeared, humanly fpeaking, impoflible, 
on account both of Sarah’s age and of his own; and 
tliis difficulty he made known^to God j “ How fhall it 
be ?” His love alfo for Ilhmael, and the idea which 
he had probably long entertained, that ail the divine 
promifes centered in him, might occafion no litde 
conflift. Could he forbear exclaiming. What then 
fhall become of Ilhmael ? Shall he be utterly rejeded, 
and another fupplant him ? O that he might be the 
favoured Seed ? O tliat Ilhmael might live before 
thee!” 

But all objedions were filenced, when the Lord fo- 
lemnly repeated his declaration, that in twelve months, 
notwithftanding the apparent obflaoles, Sarah fhould 
indeed bear a Son, with whom the Covenant, the ever- 
lafting Covenant, fhould be cftablifhed, and that for 

Ifhmael’s 
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Ifhmael’s pofterity great temporal power and dominion 
Ihould be fecured. The Patriarch acquiefced, be¬ 
lieved, and rejoiced; and to teftify his faith and obe¬ 
dience, he immediately performed the rite appointed, 
upon himfelf and every male in his family; and thus 
the imporunt Contraft was fealed. 

Can we help obferving, not only that the ordinance 
of Circumcifion was dcfigntd to be a mark of dif- 
tinftion to the Jews, but alfo that their continued 
praftice of it to this day is a ftanding proof of the 
truth of the facred hiftory ? For on no other fuppofi- 
tion, can we account for their fubmiflion to the painful 
inftitution, and their lonjg perfeverance in it. 

But what do we learn from this part of the life of 
Abraham ? If God Ipeak, let us humble ourfelves before 
him, as did the holy Patriarch, and let us receive with 
dependence, thankfulnefs, and joy, the revelations of 
his love to us. And hath not God fpoken ? Yes ; 
He, who at fuftdry times and in divers manners fpake 
in time paft unto the fsubers, hath in thefe laft days 
Ipoken unto us by his Son*.” 

The promifes made to Abraham had refpeft to 
that great falvation, which is now fully revealed unto 
us. There was much obfeurity, no doubt, in the dif- 
penfaaon given to him; and yet it was a difpenfation 
of grace, and, in fome fort, a publication of the Gof- 
pel. We are teught by the new teftament to fearch, 
in the ancient feriptures, for intimations of the Re¬ 
deemer, and of hss uirfpeakable benefits. Of tbefe 
things Abraham could not be ighofant, fince Jefus 

• Heb. i. 1, 2. 
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himfclf declare^* Abraham r^iced to fee my day j 
and he faw it, and was glad 

. The Covenant, we have been confidering, coniifted 
of two parts. One was confined to temporal concerns, 
which engaged that the poffeflion of the l«id of Canaan 
Ihould be fecured to Abraham’s pofterity. But be- 
fides this, there was another of a Ipkitual kind, and 
of a more extenfive nature} fpoken of, as it were, in 
connexion with the former, and in a typical manner 
reprefented by it. It could not be overlooked, that 
from Abraham' was to come One, who Ihould be a 
bleffing, not to the Jewifh nation only, but to “ all 
the families of the earth.” Tlois could not be a pre- 
didion of any merely civil Governor, however*in- 
larged his dominion, or excellent his polity might be. 
It can be applied to none but Him, who is an univer- 
fal Deliverer, and who alone can make all men truly 
biefled, by refeuing them from the power of Satan, and 
reitoring diem to God. This theij was a clear decla¬ 
ration, that, though the Hebrews might be feparated 
for a while, the partition wall Ihould be thrown down, 
and die falvation of the Gofpel propofed to all peo¬ 
ple. 

Something more, furely, than w'orldly grandeur was 
dcfigned for the child of promife} or elle, what pecu¬ 
liar favour did Ifaac obtain ? If there was nothing 
fpiritual fecured by the Covenant to that branch of 
the family, juft as much was givm to Ifhmael. But 
“ the EVERLASTING Covenant,” and •** the everlast¬ 
ing pofleffion,” cany our views beyond any thing, 

• John viii. 56 , 
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which the Jews ever received as a diftindt Society 5 
the “ many nations,” of which Abraham was to be the 
father, lead us to a more enlarged ftate of the Church* 
than they were intended to have; and when God fays, 
" I will be their God,” we may fairly underftand it 
as expreflive of every Ipiritual bleffmg, which He can 
bellow upon us, and of which the Golpel brings us 
the moll certain aflurances. We rejoice in St. Paul’s 
explanation, fo clear, fo fuitable, and fo full of com¬ 
fort to us: “ The fcripture, forcfeeing that God 
would juftify the heathen tlirough faith, preached be¬ 
fore the Gofpel unto Abraham, faying. In thee fhall 
all nations be blefled: That the blefling of Abraham 
miglrt come on the Gentiles through Jefus Chrift; 
tliat we might receive the promife of the Spirit through 
faith. And if ye be Chrift’s, then are ye Abraham’s 
feed, and heirs according to the promife*.” 

Believers, then, of whatever nation or kindred 
they be, are “ the children of Abraliam:” “ they 
walk in the fteps of their father Abraham,” and 
partake of the fame privileges and the fame happinefs, 
to which he was admitted. But ah, how far Ihort do 
we fall of dris moll eminent pattern! What dilltull 
and mifgivings we feel, though we have the fame co¬ 
venant, which Abraham had, revealed in a much 
clearer manner, and more abundandy confirmed! We 
have feen, how great were his difficulties, and that 
fwth alone furmounted them. The infiance, we have 
now confidered, js particularly fpecified. “ Againft 
hope he believed in hope, that he might become the 

* Gal. iii. 8, 1.;, 29. 
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father of many nations: according to that which was 
fpoken. So fliall thy feed be. And being not weak 
in faith, he confidered not his own body now dead^ 
when he was about art hundred years old, neither yet 
the deadnefs of Sarah’s womb. He daggered not at 
the promife of God through unbeliefj but was ftrong 
in faith, giving glory to God: and being fully per- 
fuaded that what He had promifed,'he was alfo able 
to perform*.” Let us learn to complain no more of 
our little trials; but let us pray, “ Lord, help our un- 
beli^!” 

Abraham fubmitted to the rite, of Circumcifion, 
which was a teftimony of his dependence on the Cove¬ 
nant of grace; “ a feal of the righteoufnefs of the Sith 
which he had, yet being uncircumcifcd f.” That or¬ 
dinance is now aboliflied. But we celebrate another, 
which has fucceeded it, and which is tKb ftanding 
means of admiflion into the Qhriftian Church. And 
we, who bear tlais mark, fhould remember, what obli¬ 
gations are hereby laid upon us. For as " he is not a 
Jew, which is one outwardly,” fo neither is he a real 
difciple of Chrift, who has no more than the external 
badge; and however he may have received the walk¬ 
ing of water, he has no part in the falvation of the 
Golpel, without the fpiritual Baptifm, “ the walking 
of regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy 
Ghoft,” 

• Rom.ir. 18—21. f Ver. u. 
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SECT. 3. 

Airaham received ali his excellence from God—vifted by 
three Angeh—interceded for Sodom—commendedfor the 
religious management of his family—prevaricated con¬ 
cerning bis wife—rooked at the birth of JJaac-dif- 
mijfed Hagar—fojouming in Pbiliftia—required to offer 
Jig ffadc—tmforted by promifes of the Saviour — bu¬ 
ried Sarah —procured ji wife for IJaac—married again 
—died—received up to heaven. 

The delineation of excellent charadters is fome- 
times thought to be a great difcouragement to perfons 
of weak and tender mmds. Thefe, it is faid, when 
they obferve the examples propofed to them fo much 
fuperior to themfclves, confider an imitation as 
impoffible, which therefore they will not, in any mea- 
lure, attempt. indeed, the attainments of the moft 
illuftrious faints are reprefented as entirely their own, 
independent on (hvine grace j and if others are required 
to copy after them in their own ftrength, there feems 
juft ground for the objedion. But if all their wifdom,. 
fiuth, and holincft be, as they ought to be, deferibed 
as the fhut of dif Spirit, and as part d" that " com¬ 
mon falvation,” which all believers partake of in Jefus 
Chrift, this furely will excite the moft ardent defires, 
and the moft lively hopes, of pofieifing, at leaft in fome 

degree. 
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degree, the fame fpiritual bleflings; and will therefore 
ilir up the moft languid to ufe all diligence in purfu- 
ing an objecSt thus brought within their reach. Thole, 
who have the deepell fenfe of their own inability, need 
not, ought not, to fay, “ This is too excellent for me, 
I cannot attain unto it.” But while they perceive, in 
the moft eminent patterns of righteoufnefs, only the 
power and efficacy of divine grace, they Ihould be en¬ 
couraged to alk and expe6l the feme affiftance, that 
they may “ go from ftrength to ftrength,” and be 
“ changed from glory to glory by the Spirit of our 
God.” 

It lliould alfo be remembered, in die fcriplure 
reprefentation of the beft charaefters, we obferve their 
failings, as well as their excellencies, faithfully deli¬ 
neated. By an influence derived from above, which 
we alfo may obtain, they were enabled to exhibit a 
bright example of goodnefs j but, by frequent inftances 
of imprudence and mifcondufl, they proved, that mere 
was much depravity ftill remaining in them: and in 
this view they come nearer to a level with ourfelves. 

Thefe will be fuitable refledions, while we are con¬ 
templating the life of Abraham. The whole hiftory 
deferibes him as One of high attainments in holinels, 
and as a peculiar favourite of Heaven. Yet even, to 
this illuftrious Patriarch it might be faid, " Who.mak- 
cth thee to differ from another ? and what haft thou, 
that thou didft not receive ?” 

We have already accompanied him in fome remark¬ 
able interviews, to which he was admitted with God 
himfelfi fome other, no kfo memorable, vifions 

and 
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and revelations from the Lord iarc yet to be confidered. 
Years before Probably foon after the Covenant had 
Chnft, 1898. ratified by the ordinance of Circum- 

cifion, it pleafed God to vifit Abraham with a degree 
of familiarity, at which we ftand amazed*. Laying 
afidc the glory of his Majefty, He became a gueft to 
his creature, and converfed with him, as it were, on 
terms of intimacy. Three Angels (and yet not all of 
them created Beings, for one was a divine Perlbn, 

the Angel of the covenant”) appeared in the habit 
of men and ftrangers, whom Abraham, at firft unac¬ 
quainted with their rcalcharadter, invited and impor¬ 
tuned to partake of fuch hofpitable refreftifiient, as his 
tent*could afford them.* The offer was accepted} and 
witli great liberality a dinner was provided. Without 
commenting on the beautiful fimplicity of the entertain¬ 
ment, fo far removed from the pomp and profufion of 
modern times, we are conftrained to admire, not only 
the tfbndefccnfion of thefe high perfonages, but alfo the 
generous, meek, and benevolent difpofition of Abra¬ 
ham. We are taught by the Apoftlc, from this exam¬ 
ple, " not to be forgetful to entertain ftrangers} for 
thereby fome have entertained Angels unawares f.” An 
aft of Chriftian kindnefs may fometimes be milplaced, 
but it “ (hall in no wife lofe its reward.” And not 
unfrequently, the recompence will be immediate, ^ in 
the cafe before us. 

It was foon difcovered, that thefe were more than 
common guefts,c and that they were of fome fuperior 
rank, while they confirmed the promifes lately given 

* Geiuxvui, I, &c. f Heb.xiii. 3. 
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to Abraham, and declared the dlvm« purpofe, that 
Sarah fhoidd have a fbn. His feith probably was fur¬ 
ther eftabliftied by this aflurancej but his Wife was de- 
tfcfted, laughing, as if in contempt or diftruft of the 
meflage, and then prevaricating, to hide her unbelief., 
A firm confidence in God is the only fure prefervative 
of real virtue. 

To predi6t the binh of jj^ac was not the foie end of 
this vifit. It was intended alfo to reveal the decrees of 
God’s vengeance againft Sodom. While Abraham,, 
therefore, was accompanying the Angels on their de¬ 
parture from his tent, in token doubtlefs of the utmoft 
rclpedt, thefe illuftrious vifitants feparated from each 
other. Two of them direfted their way towards*So- 
dom, where the next chapter deferibes them. But the 
third, in a more particular manner, as it fhould feem, 
difeovered his glory to Abraham, and was acknow¬ 
ledged by him as the Lord himfclf. The interview 
then became more interefting. This divine perfon tef^ 
tified his approbation of Abraham’s character and con- 
dud, and, as if he had been an equal, communicated 
m him the determination to deftroy Sodom, and the 
cities around it. Such an awful defolation in his own 
neighbourhood, the good man could not hear of with¬ 
out extreme diftrefs j and, with anxious defircs to five 
his feUow-creatures from impending wrath, he under¬ 
took to become their intttreeflor. Emboldened by the 
condefcenfion of God towiuds himfelf. He prayed ear- 
neftly, diat the place mig^t be fpai^, if but a few 
righteous perfons ihotdd be found in ib This intcr- 
cefiion of the Patriarch with God is deferibed with in- 

Vot. I, I mexpreflible 
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inexprefliblc fimpUcity. To enter into the proper fpi- 
rit it, the whole paffage fhould be read and ftudied 
with attention. To comment upon it, would be to 
weaken its force and elegance. Come, and learn from 
Abraham, what compaflion you Ihould feel for fmners, 
and with what importunity you fhould put up your 
prayers for them! Come, and carefully obferve, that 
you may copy after, the deep luuniliation and die holy 
boldnefs of Abraliam before*God! For furely the feme 
kbd of addrefs becometh us: “ Behold now, I am but 
duft and afhes: O let not die Lord be angry, and I 
will fpeak!” Come, and admire the rich mercy of 
God, wIk) is “ flow to anger,” and declares dlat judg- 
merii; is “ his ftrange work 1 ” He was pleafed with 
Abraham’s charitable petitions, and in anfwer to them 
engaged to fpare the wicked for the fake of fifty righ¬ 
teous, if fo many fliould be found there. The terms, 
were brou^t lower and lower, till at lengdi he pro- 
mifed, I will not deftroy it for ten’s fake.” 

It appears throughout diis interview, that “ the ef- 
feihial fervent prayer of a rigliteous man avaikth 
much.” Abraham, indeed, failed in his requefh 
for the whe^ place, but in confcquence of them 
Lot was miraculoufly delivered: “ God remem^ 
bered Abraham, and fent Lot out of the midft of 
the overtluow,. when he overthrew the cities in which. 
Lot dwelt Be encouraged* then* to ejipea, bgr 
youE unpoituoate interedflon* the blefling of God 
upon your families your frknds* your neighbourhood.. 
To this, end* you muft oot only psray^ bun yQtt jtau&lh^ 
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like Abraham. Would you be favoured with gracious 
conjmunic^ions from God ? You muft faithfully fcfve 
him in your appointed ftation, as this Patriarch did. 
Let the divine teftimony concerning him be well at¬ 
tended to: “ I know him (faid God) that he will 
command his children and his houfehold after him, and 
they lhall keep the way of the Lord, to do jufticc 
and judgment.” 

What an xjfeful leflbn is this to parents and mailers 
of families! In Abraham you perceive, what each of 
you Ihould be. Very conliderable was his charge: for 
not only was he taught to expeft a numerous iflue, but 
he had already a large train of attendants about him, 
above three hundred fervants *, forwhofe Ipirituainvel- 
fare he felt a deep concern. It was his fixed determina¬ 
tion, and a part of his domellic economy, to inftrufl 
all diofe, to whom his influence would extend, in die 
true knowledge of God. Nor was he fatisfied barely 
with advifing and warning, bflt he exercifed his autho¬ 
rity for the fame falutary purpofes, not fu&ring any, 
who were under his government, to negledt the wor- 
Ihip of God, or to violate his precepts. It is not fure- 
ly without a meaning to us, that his conduft herein 
was exprefsly marked by the divine approbation, and 
recompenfed by further revelations made to him. How 
pleafing a fight is it, to fee a houle thus regulated in 
the fear of God! Are you, then, who are intrufted 
with fuch*a charge, following the ftepa trf Abraham? 
Are you aWare, that the fouls of your domeftics are 
committed to your care; and that your power IhouH 

Gen.xtv. 14. 
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be exerted, in order to refcrain fin, and promote true 
religion among them ? You fhould have a church for 
God within your own walls, where daily facrifices 
fhould be offered up to him. You plead your nume¬ 
rous engagements, as if they juftified your omiflion of 
this duty. But you forget the inftance before you, 
which proves, that, amidft the hurry of a very large 
family, it is poffible for you to attend, not to your 
own only, but alfo to their fj^iritual interefts. 

Abraham was witnefs to die awful dcfolation of So - 
dom, and foon afterwards removed from that neigh¬ 
bourhood, perhaps dreading the judgments of God 
upon it; and then became a fojourner in the land of 
the i*hiliftines *. But h^r^ again, as before in Egypt, 
he betrayed a want of faith, in the fears which he en¬ 
tertained concerning his wife; and in confe'quence of 
his fhameful prevarication he was in great danger of 
lofing her. We perceive then, it is not enough to 
repent of former fins, wt muft guard againfl a relapfc. 
For probably the fame temptations will occur again, 
which have already prevailed over us; and, though 
reftored, we are Hill liable to fall. 

How can we expe6t thole fchemes to proljjer, which 
take their rife from our unbelief! It is in mercy that 
God breaks our purpofes, to humble us for our want of 
faith. Thus Abraham was punilhed: yet the Lord 
withdrew not his favour from him. Even in Philiftia, 
and foon after diis offence, he put an honour upon 
him, and made the inhabitants to fpare and to reve¬ 
rence lum. He fufiered no man to do him wrong; 

yea, 
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yea, he reproved kings for his fake To the divine 
influence upon the minds of Abimclech end his peo¬ 
ple, we muft aferibe the kindnefs which Abraham 
met with, fo contrary to what he looked for. Let us 
be afhamed of our fears! How often has the Lord 
gracioufly difappointed them, and given us acceptance 
and fuccefs, where we foreboded nothing but oppofi- 
tion and delb-udion! 

Year? before At length Ifaac was born, as had been 
chnu, 1897. anj tjjg completion of the pro- 

mife, fo evidently miraculous, filled the parents with 
gratitude and joy f. But, in a little while, the hap- 
pinefs of the family was dilVurbed. Jealoufiea •and 
contentions arofe about the children of the different 
mothers; and to prevent further animofities, Abraliam 
was reduced to the very painful neceflity of difmilTing 
the bondwoman and her fon, that the inheritance might 
be the indifputable property of the child of promife. 
Alas! what is human life 1 What a mixture of bitter- 
nefs is tliere in our fweeteft draughts 1 Our very com¬ 
forts frequently produce much anguilh of jpirit. Ifaac 
is bom, but Ifhmael and his mother muft be banifhed. 
Let us not look for perfedt and uninterrupted felicity, 
till our pilgrimage be ended. Perhaps the diftreffes, 
which Abraham felt upon this oecafion, were defigned 
as a punifhment for his hafty and unadvifed marriage 
with Hagar, as they were certainly the confequences of 
it. We know not where the bad effedls of one fin 
fnay ceafe. Does not this confideratfon warn us, “ to 
walk circumfpedlly, not as fools, but as wife ?” 

* Pfa. cv, 14. •[ Gen. xxi, i. Sec. 
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The Philiftines, we have feen, were made to reve¬ 
rence Abraham, and, while they were conftrained to 
acknowled^ the bleflm^ of God was with him, their 
very King courted his alliance, and fought his protec¬ 
tion. A quarrel had nearly been excited between them 
about the pofleflion of a well; (and the moft inconfi- 
derable grievances, or even fulpicions, may give rife to 
ferious.and deftruftive contentions j) but, through the 
mild and peaceable difpofitions of the two parties, the 
matter was no fooner reprefented, than a reconciliation 
was effedlicd, and mutual exprcflions and aflumnces of 
kindnefs pafled between them. How good is it, to 
beware of the beginning of ftrife ! How amiable, to 

feek peace and enfue it!” 

In Philiftia Abraham feemed to fix his abode, and 
to prepare a fettlement, not for himfelf only, but for 
his fon after him. “ He planted a grove in Beer- 
flieba.” Probably, indeud, the plantation was defigned 
(like " the high places” which were ufed in fucceeding 
ages) for the purpofe of public worfhip. For here he 
made an open profeffion of godlincfs, and " called on 
the name of the Lord."—^And ought not we dfo, 
wherever we fojourn, to ferve the God of Abraliam ? 
We are favoured with extemsd privileges for fuperior 
to what this illuftrious faint enjoyed. But do we not 
difeover an impious contempt and abufe of them ? 
Do we frequent the place which is f<^ apart for 
God, and gladly embrace every opportunity of calling 
on his name ? 'What, thoi^h we dwell among fuch 
as are ftrangers to Him ? This furely will not juftify 
a negled of religious duties i but it fiiould rather excite 
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in us a more zealous attention to them, diat we may 
recommend them to others. 

Abraham now appeared to be fetded in a ftate of 
tranquillity. But his trials were not ended. Nay, 
the greateft of all remains to Be confidered: yet, like 
other trials of the faithful fervants of God', this was 
defigned to difplay the abundant gmee of God in 
him, and to give him frefh alTurances of the divine 
favour. 

Years before Long time hc continucd in Philiftia, it is 
ciuiif, 1871. fuppofed till flaac had attained his five and 
twentieth year, before he was brought to the very 
diftrefling feene, which we are now called to witnefs. 
The bare narration of the fiidts, contained m*this 
Ihort hiftory, muft awaken the tendereft feelings in 
every heart. “ God did tempt Abraham*.” It is 
not poflible, that a God of purity can fuggeft an evil 
thought or defire to the mind of any of his creatures. 
In that fenfe “ lie tempteth no man.” But in a very 
proper acceptation of the word, “ hc tempted Abra¬ 
ham,” that is, he proved or made trial of him, in the 
inftance before us, requiring a ftgnal teftimony of his 
fuiccrity. 

Had not this been fully manifefted upon former oc- 
cafions? Yes; his firm dependence on God, and en¬ 
tire devotednefs to him, had appeared in his readinels 
' to quit his native country, and in his patfcnt reliance 
upon the prtmiifes, during a dangerous and d^reffing 
pilgrimage of very iteany years. But never were thefe 
graces of his charaiSler fb remaritsdrly exercifed, nor was 

* Gen. xxiL i, S(C. 
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their excellency ever fo clearly feen, as in the afFcding 
hiltory, which is now brought to our view. 

Is it alked again, why God fhould demand an evi¬ 
dence of that, which he is already allured of? The 
queftion is prefumptuous j and on the very fame grounds 
we might undertake to ccnfure the general conduct of 
God towards all his fervants, as well as in the cafe of 
Abraham. He proves them, partly for their benefit, even 
as gold and filvcr are tried, to purge away their droft; 
and pardy for the advantage of others, to whom he thus 
makes known what he has done for Ws people, and what 
he can enable them both to do and to fufier for his 
fake. Such was the teft, to which Abraham was called ? 
in -^^Ich we are at a lols to aflert, whether his faitli or 
his obedience Ihone the brighter. Moll undoubtedly, 
the ftrength and efficacy of his faith appeared in the 
readinefs with which he obeyed |:hat particular precept> 
of all others the molt difficult and diftreffing we can 
poffibly conceive. 

The LiOrd faid, " Take now thy Son, thine only fon 
Ifaac, whom thou loveft, and get thee into the land of 
Moriah j and ofier him there for a burnt-offering upon 
one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.” Every 
word feemed intended to awaken all his parental feelings; 
and then it was required that he Ihould do violence 
to tliem, in taking away the life of his beloved Ifaac. 
This was a trial of a moft complicated fort, in which 
many t£fficulties were involved. Ifaac was his Son,— 
then his only Son,endeared to him by various circum- 
f^ances,—granted to him as -a peculiar favour,—in ah- 
fwer to much prayer,—and after long expeftation,—out 
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of die common courfe of nature,—the fupport and 
comfort of his declining years. This was not all, nor 
even the chief eonfidcrarion. Ifeac was the child of 
promife, on whom the bleflings of the Covenant were 
entailed, and from whom the Saviour of the world was 
to arife. Yet Ifaac muft be delivered up. The Lord 
God, who at firft bellowed the gift, demanded it back 
again. But in what manner muft he be forced from his 
father? Not by a natural death; though, in any the 
ealieft way poffible, the lols of a fon, and of fuch a fon 
as Ifaac, would have been’extremely painful. But he 
muft fall by the hand of violence. Shall not the father, 
then, hide his face from the bloody Icene ? No; he 
muft be witnefs to the flaughteV;—he muft himfclfbc 
the executioner. But whence could fuch a command 
be ifllied ? Not furely from the God of love, not from 
Him, “ who keepeth Covenant and Mercy ?” Yes, 
from Him: It was His voice (who will do what is 
right, and whofe power is frrefiftible) which faid. 

Offer up thy Son.” And Abraham believed, and 
obeyed. 

It were prefumptuous for us, either to cenfure or to 
vindicate the divine conduct upon this extraordinary 
occalion. It becometli us with devout adoration to 
confefs, “ Thy way is in the fea, and thy path in the 
great waters, and thy footfteps are not known It 
muft be conclude^ that Abraham had fufficient evi¬ 
dence that this was indeed a revelation from God, fb 
as to preclude alj fears of a miftake, ,and to filence all 
pbjcdlions, which might offer themfelves to his mind. 


? Pf. Ixxvii. 19, 
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how amaziHg the firmnefi of the Patriarch! Docs 
his parental affedtion plead for Ifaac’s life? Noj he 
fubmits, becaufe the authority of God muft not be op- 
pofed, and nothing, which He requires, muft be vithliKki. 
Does faidi itfelf ftagger at the command, as inconliftent 
with the exprefs engagements of God himfelf? Does 
the thought arife, Ifaac muft not be lacrificed, left the 
Covenant itfelf be broken, and the Saviour, defigned to 
fclcfs the world, never appear ? But, whatever unbelid” 
may fuggeft, Abraham maintains his confidence, that, 
though he cannot poflibly reconcile die promife with 
the precept, the Lord will find out a way to do it. 

He hath faid it, and therefore he will make it good, 
ilftC in Ifeac Ihall the ‘Covenant be eftablifhed. Ifaac 
may die, but die word of God cannot fail. Though 
my fon be deprived of life, by the divine power he piay 
and will receive it again. It becomes me, then, with¬ 
out hefitarion to acquiefce, and to obey, in this expec- 
tadon, that, painful as 5 ie trial is, the iffue will redound 
to the glory of God, and my own exceeding joy.” 

Such would be die conclufions of a lively faith: and 
with impreflions like thefe, behold the aged father pre¬ 
pare for the tremendous bufinefs affigned him! The 
injunftion had probably been given in the vifions of 
the night j and “ early in the morning” (to tefdfy his 
ready compliance) without “ conferring with flelh and 
blood,” or revealing his purpofe to any one, that he 
mi^ not be prevented by the tendemefs or unbelief 
of athers, he l^t fOTwards upon his journey for die 
appoirtted place, together with his beloved Ion, Nor 
was this merely a haftjr motion, but confirmed by fub^ 

fequent 
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fequent reflexion. For three days fuccBflively, having 
continually in view " the defire of his eyes,” he per- 
fifted in his determination to facrifice him to the God 
of heaven, and ftill retted his confidence, that “ die 
cverlafting Covenant” could not fsuL 

At length they arrived at the mount, which the 
Lord himfclf had marked out for this amazing tranC- 
aflion. Ifaac, unacquainted with the defign, had pro- 
pofed a mojl affedting queftion, which might have dif- 
concerted one of the ftrongeft refolution, “ My fatlicr, 
where is the. lamb for a burnt-offering ?” But Abra¬ 
ham wavered not: probably not underftanding his own 
prediftion, he replied, " My ^fon, God will provide 
himfelf a lamb for a burnt-offering.” The altar was 
built, and tlie wood difpofed in order. The divine 
command muft then have been revealed to Ifaac, who, 
without refiftance, immediately fubmitted to be bound, 
and to be laid upon the altar |is a viftim, “ appointed 
to death.” We fay not, what endearments muft have 
paflTed between the fadier and the fon, before their cx- 
pedled feparation. Suffice it to obferve, that the facri¬ 
fice was, in effeft, offered up. For, behold “ Abra¬ 
ham ftretched forth his hand, and took the knife to flay 
his fon.” 

This was enough. Abraham had been tried, and 
his heart was found upright with the Lord. Ifaac there¬ 
fore was refeued by the divine interpofition, in the aw¬ 
ful moment, when he feemed to have taken his leave 
of life. The Angd of God caBcd from heaven, and 
declared his approbation of Abraham’s conduft. A 
p.am, miraculoully proinded for the very purpofe, was 

fubflitutcd 
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fvfcftituted and prefented to God in Ifaac’s Head. In 
order to teftify the Patriarch’s gratitude, to be a me¬ 
morial df the Lord’s goodnels, and to encourage be¬ 
lievers in every fucceeding age, the place was diftin- 
guifhed by a new and fignificant name, “ Jehovah- 
JiREH}" in the mount of difficulty the Lord will be 
feen. This was the very mount, on which the Tem¬ 
ple was afterwards built, and facrifices offered to God 
continually; near to which, alfo, the Son of God, 
then reprefented by Ifaac, did aftually bleed and die, as 
an atonement for the fins of the world. 

* The trial being ended, Abraham was immediately 
recompenfcd with divine confolations, and the higheft 
expreffions of God’s favour towards him. The Cove¬ 
nant was again renewed with him in a ftronger manner, 
and clearer intimations were given of the Redeemer 
who was to arifc from his family. The Lord God 
“ interpofed himfelf by^an oath:” “ By myfelf have I 
fwom, faith the Lord:” no greater fanftion can pofli- 
bly be conceived. 

In thefe gracious declarations to Abraham we are in- 
terefted, not merely as they may encourage us to per- 
feverc in obedience, from the confidence that, like this 
illuftrious Patriarch, we alfo in due time ihall be ap¬ 
proved and rewarded, but chiefly as they are the ground 
of otir eternal hopes; the faithfulnefs of God being here¬ 
by pledged for the acceptance and falvation of every 
believer in Jefus Chrift. For this is that " oath which 
He fware to our father Abraham,” (on which Zacha- 
rias commented) “ that he wdbld grant unto us, that 
we being delivered out of the hands of pur enemies, 

might 
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might ferve him without fear, in holinefs and righte- 
ouihefe before him, all the days of our life This 
allb is the Apoftle’s explanation of die oath, by which 
God has confirmed unto the heirs of promife the im¬ 
mutability of his counfel, “ that we might have a ftrong 
confolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon 
the hope fet before usf.” 

Do we wonder at Abraham’s readinefs to facrifice 
his beloved fon ? What, then, we fay to the love 

of God the Father, who “ (pared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all ?” Shall we feel no 
returns of gratitude to Him, who not only gave liis 
only-begotten Son to die for our offences, but, in a 
way which we pretend not to explain, was pleafcd * to 
bruife him J ?” What now can He withhold from us ? 
O let us admire, and praife, and truft, and ferve him, 
continually crying, “ I'hanks be unto God for his un- 
ipeakable gift!” 

Is it enquired. To what are *we to afcribe the firm,- 
nefs of Abraliam upon this trying occafion ? Undoubt¬ 
edly to his fixed dependence upon God. For " by 
FAITH Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Ifaac; 
and he that had received the promifes offered up his 
only-begotten fon, of whom it was faid, That in Ifaac 
lhall tliy feed be called: accounting that God was able 
to raife him up, even from the dead j from whence al- 
fo he received him in a figure §.” By the fame princi¬ 
ple alone, we IbaU be enabled to give up all for God, 
to withftand the mo(ft violent temptations, and to per- 


Lukc i. 73—-75. t Hc'b. 17, 18, 

§ Htb xi. 17—19. 
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fevcre in hoKncfi through the fevereft luffcring^. TIa 
example of Abraham, therefore, is produced by ano¬ 
ther Apoftk to prove, that a ftcadfaft obedience will 
“ ncceffarily foring out of a true and lively &ithy” and 
that it is the grand evidence of a Chriftian’s fincerity. 
“ Was not Abraham our father juftified by works, 
when he had offered Ifaac his fon upon the a lta r ? Seeft 
thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works 
was faidi made perfect* ?” 

There is not, as fome have fuppofed, an oppofition 
or inconfijftency between St. Paul and Sc James, 
thou^ the former declares Abraham was juftified by 
feith alone, the latter that he was fo by works. Upon 
a^atr and ferious attention to tliem it will appear, that 
the two Apoftks do not contradid each other, for they 
write upon different occafions, addrefs themfelves to 
different perfons, and treat on different parts of the 
great fyftenj of revelation. St. Paul maintains, that 
oiu" juftification before* God cannot arife, in any mea- 
fiire, from our own obedience, and refers us to the cafe 
of Abraham, whole “ faith was counted for righteouf- 
nels.” This pofition, of the higheft importance in 
Chriftianity, is not denied by Sc James, who infifts 
only, that, if we have the faith to which falvarion is an- 
rlexed, it muft be produdive of real holinefs before 
menj and therefore, that our fincerity muft be evi¬ 
denced, or juftified, in the fig^t of our fellow-creatures, 
by ** the fruits of righteoulhefs.” Such was the ex¬ 
ample we are confideruig. Abraham had been receiv¬ 
ed into a ftate of fevoup with God many years previous 


• Jmei ii. *i, *2. 
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CO die tran&£tioiv now defcribec^ which could QOt> diece- 
fore, be the ground of his acceptancr j but by this. aSi 
of obedience he mighty in a |M^oper &nie, be ikid .th be 
juftihed, not ^ meriting forgiveneis, but as exhibkk^ 
his real chara&a-, and fully manifcftii^ hii® integrity. 
For an undeniable tcftimony w» hereby given of the 
truth and excellent of his religious principles, which 
clearly appeared to be more than the empty pre^fiion 
of an hypocrite. Thus “ by works was huch made 
perfedl,” it was f(»ind upon trial to be gemrine, to 
have anfwered its end, and to poflRrls an entire influ¬ 
ence over him. 

Does not this inftance, then, Ipe^ loudly to us ? La 
us not be fatisfied with a mere hiftorical belief of'the 
feriptures, or a cold aflfentto the doctrines of the Goi^L 
This will produce no fdutary effect. If we have Abra¬ 
ham’s faith, we muft prove it by imitating Abraham’s 
obedience. Can we, then, cheerfully give up our 
deareft enjoyments, when God ' requires them ? Are 
we not ftaggered by difficulties, or the profpeft of fufc. 
fering ? Are not many, therefore, by the fubjedt be¬ 
fore us, convided of hypocrify ? If you quarrel with 
die ftridnefs of the command, and refufe to obey it, 
tolk not of yoift dependence on the promife. If you 
lay, you have hope in the Covenant, and yet go* not 
forth to die work, which God has enjoined you, be 
aflured you are deceiving your own fouls. You have 
not received the bleffings of Redemption. 

Yca« before The fcquel of Afaraham’s^hiftoiy does not 
chrift, i860, pref^nt us with any very flriking incidents. 
The time at length arrived, when Sarah, who had been 

6 his 
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his twloved companioiH probably &om an early age, muil; 
be taken from him*. The reparation, though at an 
advanced period in life, was panful to Abraham. He 
motiraed and wept for Sarah. Nor are fuch expreflions 
of grief uiSuitable to the charafter of a wife and good 
mao. Particular mention is made of the burial of 
Sarah; becaufe for that mtcnt a §eld, with a cave in 
it, was purchafed of the inhabitants of the land, and 
thus Abraham began to receive the completion of the 
promife, by obtaining a pofieSion in Canaani 
Years before It is pleafuig to obfervc the fether’s con- 
CLrift, 1857. f-Qj. jjjg prudent marriage of his fbn f. 

The charge which he gave to his fervant to prevent any 
alKance of this kind widi the idolatrous Canaanites, and 
his very earneft ihreftions to procure him a wife from 
his own Relations, whilft they difcover Abraham’s faith 
and piety, are an inftruftive leffon to parents, to en¬ 
courage thofe connedions in their femilies, which are 
likely, not fo much to* increafe their wealth or woridly 
interefts, as to promote the great purpofes of religion. 
Years before After this event, Abraham himfelf entered 
chriit,i?53. again into the married ftate:|:. As his bo¬ 
dily ftrength was miraculoufly renewed, and ftill con¬ 
tinued to him, at a very late period he had fix more 
fons. To each of thefe he gave a feparate portion, and 
(in order to prevent jealoufy and confufion among his 
children) he difmiffed them to different places; but to 
liaac he affigned the chief of all his fubilance^ His 
temporal concerns being fettled, ** he died in a good 

* Ges. xxiii. i, &c. t xxir. i. See. t xxv. i. Sec. 
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Vean befoie ®S®>” OHC |iundrcd and 

thrift, i«*». feventy-five years, and was buried in the 
•very Cave which he had purchafed and prepared for 
Sarah. Such muft be the clofe of di the dianges in 
human life. Some may have a longer, othera a (horter 
Ipacei but all are haftening to dhe grave j and there 
our pilgrimage will ceafe. 

From an earthly, we are affured, Abraham was re¬ 
moved to an heavenly Canaan, and received into the 
immediate prefence of that God, who had been his 
guide and his defence from his youth up. " By faith he 
fojourned in the land of promile, as in a ftrange coun¬ 
try, dwelling in tabernacles with Ifaac and Jacob, the 
heirs with him of the fame promile. For he lo*olced 
for a city, which hath foundations, whofe builder and 
maker is God In that glorious fociety above, he 
is now diftinguilhed. Long after his deceafe, the 
Lord Ipeaks of him as Hill exifting with himfelf lay¬ 
ing, “ I am the God of Abraham fj” whence Jelus 
Chrift argues, that Abraham yet lives unto God J. 
He poflefles a place of peculiar honour in the manAons 
(of the blelTcd, nor can we defire any higher felicity for 
ourfelves, than •“ to fit down with hiifi in the kingdom 
of heaven §.” 

Where, then^ are the followers of Abraham ? Who 
are they, that worlhip Abraham's God ? Let us not 
complain,,that we are not favoured with the fame reve¬ 
lations, which were granted to this Patriarch. Our 
opportunities and means of inftruftioik are not lels, but 

* Heb. xi. 9, 10. f ^xod. iiL 6. t Matt. zxii. 32. 
fMatt.viii.il. 
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gjreatcr than his were. He faw die day of Chrifl^ but 
he faw it at a diftance. To us the Saviour, the pro- 
mifcd Seed of Abraham, has appeared; and we arc 
called to partake of all the blcflings, which He bc- 
ftows. But, if we be joined to Chrift, we muft re¬ 
nounce the world, with all its pomps and vanidcs, and, 
like Abraham, we muft be as “ ftrangers upon earth.’’ 
Ah! how few anfwer to this defeription I The gene¬ 
rality of mankind determine to enjoy as much of fenfual 
pleafurcs as lies within their reach, and grieve they can 
have no more. —But let thofe, who are feeking a bet¬ 
ter country, hold on their way, rejoicing in the confi¬ 
dence, that the God of Abraham is their God; ** He 
will be their guide untt) deadi, and their portion ftar 
ever.’^ 


I. OT. 
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lat attended Abram in bis 'pilfrimage--Jtpmrated from 
him—cboje his abode at Sodom—-grieved and perfecuted 
there—tedun prifoner, but refcued by Abram—viftted by 
two Angels—led out of Sodom—petitioned for Zoar— 
loft his wife—fled from Zoftr—betrayed into drunkennefs 
and inceft. 

WHIt E we are attentively furveyjng the examples, 
which are recorded in the holy feriptures, it Ihould be 
our endeavour, not only to admire and imitate what¬ 
ever is excellent in them, but alfo to mark their rclpec- 
tive failings, in order that tX^e may avoid the evils, 
which we condemn. In thefe writings human nature 
is faithfully deUneated: we need not add, that they 
have given no very favourable views of it. Even 
fhofe, who are truly reli^ous, and are, upon die whole, 
under the influence of right principle, exhibit, in their 
various imperfciEtions, a very melancholy proof, that 
we arc in a fallen ftate, extremely depraved, and con¬ 
tinually prone to depart from the ways of God. This 
conclufion may excite difguft, as it calls for the 
de^ft humiliation, but it is fairly draym, ^d ieems to 
force itlidf upon us, from fefts the moft undeniable, 
from univerfal hlftory, and particularly from the lives, 

K 2 which 
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wWch arc defcribed in the Bible, not merely of the 
moft abandoned, but of the bcft of our fpecies. Caa 
we forbear exclaiming, “ If thofe, who are renewed in 
the fpirit of their minds, who deny themfelves, and 
watch, and pray, are yet fo defective in duty, and are 
with difficulty reftrained from grofs abominations, what 
would man be, if left entirely to himfelfi without in- 
ftruftion and without reftraint 

Such refledtions as thqfe will naturally fuggeft thera- 
felves, and may be improved to great advantage, while 
we contemplate the charafter of Lot: a charadter, 
that we muft allow to have been upright and valuable, 
but perhaps not the moft eminent among the faints; fqr, 
though the general tenour of it will demand our appro¬ 
bation, we fhall rneet with fome parts in it, which are 
moft reproachful It will become us, however, to look 
attentively into ourfelves, while we are examinbg his 
condudt; nor let us be fatisfied with knowing what Lot 
was, but enquire what we are, and what manner of per- 
fons we ought to be. It inay be ufcful to conftder the 
feripture account of him, 

I. Before he fixed lus abode at Sodom. It fhould 
feem, that early in life, having loft his fadier Haraq, 
he was taken under rite care of Abram, his father’s bro¬ 
ther, before the call of that Patriarch. Being fo inri- 
mately connedted ^.ith him, he could not but be ac¬ 
quainted with that extraordinary revelation, by which 
Abram was fqtamted from his idolatrous countrymen, 
that he might ferve the true God. It appears, that 
Yean before alfo Vas influenced by grace, to ftiare 

cbrift,i92i. •y^iti^him the difficulties of a loi^ and dan¬ 
gerous 
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gerous pilgrimage. He was Abram’s companion from, 
place to place, under the fame divine guidance and 
proteftion, and joined with him in the worfhip of the 
God of heaven*. It is an unljjeakable privilege to be 
of one houfehold with thofe, who know and love God. 
To the example, the inftruftions, and the prayers of a 
pious parent, relation, or friend, many will afcribe it, 
that they have been refcued from a ftate of ignorance 
and profanenefs here, and from everlafting mifery here¬ 
after. O value your opportunities, and labour to im¬ 
prove them, if you are fixed in a fituation fo favourable 
to religion! 

While Lot continued to bp a fellow-traveller yridi 
Abram, he not only pofleflfed fome property of his own, 
but received an abundant increafe of his fubftance f. 
Ah! how few can bear profperity! This, it Ihould 
feem, proved a fnare to Lot. A contention arofe, in 
whichj as we have feen, Abr^m difcovered an amiable, 
meek, and difinterefted fpirit j but the .fame liberality 
did not appear in Lot. He, therefore, feparated from 
his honoured Relation, probably upon the plan of be¬ 
coming richer. How wretched a choice did he make, 
and how different the fociety which he fought! “ He 

pitched his tent tow^d Sodomthough it is added, 
(and he. muft foon have.perceived their charafter) 
“ The men of Sodom were wicked, and finners be¬ 
fore the Lord exceedingly.’’ By what.mptiye, then, 
was he influenced ? We fear, he was led by the love 
of gain. Though an upright fervaift of God, he feems 
to have been too much under the power of a felfifh and 

Gen, xii. j. f xiii. 5, &c. 
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covetous difpolition. It is remarked, therefore, tJiaff 
he was tempted by the fruitfolnefs of the land; and 
probably, he was too eager to feizc the opportunity of 
increafing lus wealth, without confidering to what 
lhares he expofod himfclf. He lifted up his eyes# 
and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well 
watered every where, even as the garden of the Lord." 
He chofe that fituation, then, bccaufe it was foitable to 
his flocks and herds, though extremely unfovourable to 
the growth of real religion. 

Shall we not condemn this eager attachment to 
worldly intereft, this want of attention to Ipritual 
concerns, even in a good man ? To what end, wc 
may alk, tfid Lot forfake Hs native country, fincc he 
fixed his abode again among idolaters, among finners 
of the moft audacious kind ? Where was his zeal for 
God, when, not from necellity but firom lucrative 
views, he took up his habitation there, vdiere wicked- 
nefs feemed to have attained its highcft pitch ? In 
Wm, therefore, we behold an example of one, who, 
chough he did not entirely give up his reB^on for the 
fake of prefent advantages, yet a£led inconfiftcntly 
with his own character and profclfion, by forming nced- 
iels connections with ungodly men. 

And arc there none, in our own day, who, though 
poflefled of Ac bdt principles and purpofes, are mucli 
hindered, from carrying. Aeir own good intentions into 
efieft, by a covetous Ipirit? Are Acre not Aofe, 
who greedily run fiito temptation, in ordw to promote 
Acir paltry gains, and are Acreby drawn into great 
Afficulties, Aough Aey may ftill, perhaps, upon Ac 

whole. 
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whole, maintain the hope of the Golpcl ? It becomes 
them fufdy, who are the followers of Jefus, to have 
a continual regard to fomething higher, than merely 
their own welfare in the prelent life. Is not the prof- 
perity of the foul to be confulted ? And may not this, 
in .fome meafure, depend upon the fociety of thofe, 
whole friendlhip we court? It is Utterly improbable, 
that they Ihould make any proficiency in religion, or 
bring any credit to the Chriftian name, who choofe their 
abode, and enter into the clofeft intimacies, from car¬ 
nal motives only, without enquiring after any fpiritual 
advantages. How fuitable upon this occafion is the 
ApolUe’s oblervation, and how frequently has it been 
verified by fad experience! “ They, tliat will b% rich, 

fall into; temptation, and a lhare, and into many foolilh 
and hurtful lulls, which drown men in deftruftion and 
perdition. For the love of money is the root of all 
evil; which while fome coveted after, they have erred 
from the faith, and pierced themfelves through with 
many forrows 

After fuch an imprudent choice, lhall we meet with 
any thing favourable in the fequel of Lot’s history? 
Yes j it will appear that he maintained his integrity, 
if we confidcr him, 

II. During his refidence in Sodom. Even there 
n^e lhall difcover much in his charafler that was truly 
excellent. In that abandoned place, folicitations to 
evil muft have been rontinually urged upon himj but 
he was not fo carried away by »n attention to his 
workily intcreft, as to make confcience truckle to his 

gain. 
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gain, or to be aihamed of his religion. He was pre-. 
ferved from the wickednefs, univcrfally pra6lifed around 
him; and he even ftood forth as a bold reprover, 
warning finners of their danger, though it fhould feem, 
that, in this relpeft, he had not one to countenance or 
fupport him. We are pleafed to oblerve, that his very 
ftrong abhorrence of fin was not leflened by the fre-. 
quency and effrontery of thofe moft flagrant iniquities 
committed on every fide, which he muft have d^y 
witnelfed. Such is the Apoftle Peter’s teftimony con¬ 
cerning him : “ He was vexed with the filthy conver- 
fation of the wicked: for that righteous man dwelling 
among tliem, in feeing and hearing, vexed his righteous 
foul from day to day with'their unlawful deeds*.” 

Do our outward circuraflances refemble thofe of 
Lot?—Our cafe may be exaftly fimilar (and from 
neceflity, perhaps, not from choice), but while we live 
among them, who are enemies to God,, are we pre- 
fcrved from " following tfieir pernicious ways ?” Do 
we feel, as we ought, an abhorrence of their evil prac¬ 
tices ? Do not many continually look upon the groff- 
til enormities of conduft with the utmoft indifference, 
and take " pleafure in tliofe that do them ?” Do nor 
fome profefs to afl upon the compliant principle, of 
conforming to the cuftoms of the place or the com¬ 
pany they are in; and fuppofe themfelves jullified, by 
the fafhion of the times, in habits of the moft dan¬ 
gerous tendency, if not openly immoral ? It is obvi¬ 
ous, that, upon this plan, as Lot might have fin¬ 
ned, fo he would have periflied, with the men of 
Sodom. 


Lot, 
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Lot, however, was juftly punifhed for tlie choice he 
made. The veiy end, for which he was Induced to fix 
•his refidence at Sodom, was entirely defeated. . Alas! 
how can we expert thofe fcliemes to profper, which 
have the love of gain for their foundation ? The Lord 
is pleafed, ijx mercy, to difappoint the defigns of his 
children, in order to humble them for what has been 
wrong in their fpirit. He therefore brings them into 
trials, to refcue them from thofe lhares, which might 
prove fatal to their fouls j and thus he preferves them 
from apoftaly. 

We behold Lot, then, a ftranger to comfort in So¬ 
dom. However lucrative the fituation was, it could 
not but be moft diftrefling to him. He had tliofe Icenes 
continually before his eyes, which were the occafion of 
extreme anguifh to his mind. The concern he felt for 
the dilhonour done to God, and for the horrible ftate 
of the wicked, was not lels affefting to him, than die 
hatred and perfecution to which he himfelf was ex- 
pofed. —But did he find his account in tlie fruitfulixefs 
of the foil ? No; he was far from reaping thofe ad¬ 
vantages, even in this refped, which might have been 
expedled. A contention arofe among the neighbouring 
kings; and, Sodom being taken and plundered, Lot 
was fuddenly deprived of all his fubftance, and him¬ 
felf became a captive, in the poflefllon of an enemy *. 
A remarkable deliverance indeed was obtained by means 
of Abram's bold and vigorous exertions; but Lot, hav.- 
ing recovered his liberty and his property, returned to his 
abode at Sodom, as if he felt an undue attachment to 

the 
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die place* and were loth to be forced away fre^ it. 
Did his latter end* then* prove more proiperous? No; 
inflead of fecuring to himfdf an abundance of ciehes* 
he'^ fufFered the lofs of all, and even his life was ^ven 
him for a prey. We lhall obferve, that, though the 
Lord " vifit the tranfgrcflion of his children with the 
rod, and their iniquity with ftripes,—neverthelefs, his 
loving kindnefs he will*not utterly tadee from diem*.” 
This will appear, while we confider the cafe of Lot, 
III. In hb (hfmilTion from Sodom. An aftonilh- 
ing hiftory is here prefented to lis, and it becomes Os* 
with a peculiar ferioufnefs, to contemplate the Lord’s 
interpofition in refeuing liis fervant and deftroying 
his enemies* Come and fee the works of God: he 
is terrible in his doing toward the children of men!” 
Yea* before The Lotd’s defigns of taking vengeance 
®““*’‘*®** upon this abandoned city were revealed, 
fiifr to Abraham, and fo»n afterwards, in the fame con- 
defeending manner, to Lot. Two of thofe exalted 
peffonages, who had been Abr^iam’s guefts, direfted 
their way to Sodom (as it were to make enquiry 
into the ftate of the place), and there complied with the 
very prefling invitations of Lot, to partake of lus 
holpitality f. This is recorded, as an honour to the 
charaftcr wc arc confidering, and as an encouragement 
to us ** to entertain ftrangers.” We need not here 
enlarge on Lot’s benevolent reception of them, though 
thdr lugh (hgnity was concealed from him, on the vio¬ 
lence of the men of Sodom both againft him -and his 
vifitants, or on the divine judgments inflifted upon thofe 

* Pf. Ixxxix. 32, 33. t Ccn. xix. i. See. 
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finnerS) who were inftantl]r ftruck with falrndnefs. But 
wc muft not forget the gracious regard, which the An¬ 
gels di/covered towards Lot, as it fumiihes us with 
the ftrongeft teftimony in his &vour. They took up 
their abode in his houfe, they refeued him out of the 
hands of thofe, who with horrible Icwdnefs and mur¬ 
derous rage were aflaulting him, and then they de¬ 
clared to* him the purpofc of God, which they 
themfelves were come to execute, exhorting him to 
lave himfelf and his relations from the impending ruin, 
inafmuch as the whole place was about to be given 
up to utter deftruftion. 

Thcfe were tremendous tidings indeed! What 
pwnful feelir^ muft have been excited in Lot’s mind! 
What diftrels and anguilh muft have opprelfed his Ipi- 
riti not fo much on his own account, as on that of 
all around him, who were very Ihordy to be confu- 
med in one common conflagsation! Anxious to pre- 
ferve every branch of his own family, he haftened to 
warn his fons-in-law of their danger, and to preft 
them to fly from the ftorms of wrath, juft ready to be 
poured upon them. And how did he fuccccd? His 
admonitions were rejected with fcorn, and he was 
laughed at, a$ little better than a fool or a madman. 

Can we forbear paufing to refled on the hardnefs 
and impenitence of the carnal heart, when confirmed 
by long and unreftrained habits of wickednefs? No 
warnings are effedual to awaken its fears, no judg¬ 
ments fufficient to foften its obduracy. It is daring 
enough to deride the moft terrible denunciations, to 

defy 
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defy the fierce anger of the Lord, and even to chal¬ 
lenge Omnipotence itfelf to do its worft. There are 
that fay, “ Let him make fpeed, and haften his work 
that we may fee it; and let the counfel of the holy one 
of Jfrael draw nigh and come, that we may know it*.” 
Thus it was that Enoch’s and Noah’s preaching was 
delpifed; and thus the greater part of the Lord’s pro¬ 
phets were ridiculed and abufed for their kind and faith¬ 
ful exhortations. Nor Ihould the minifter of Chrift 
in this day wonder, or be difcouraged, if his zealous 
exertions to fave fouls be treated with the utmoft con¬ 
tempt, and he feem to his hearers only as one 
th^^tjnocks.” « 

What dten was the ifliie ? The Angels were ur¬ 
gent upon Lot to fly from the devoted city, with thole 
of his fomily whom he had under his command, his 
wife and two daughters. The departure muft not be 
delayed} the fire from heaven is coming down upon 
the place. But how diftrelTing, to leave all his fub- 
ftance, and many dear relations to be confumed in the 
flames! Lot therefore “ lingered,” as if unwilling 
to take hjs laft farewell} and if the Lord God had 
not been merciful to him, he himfelf would have pe- 
rifhed with the ungodly. But the Angels laid hold 
upon his hand, and upon that of his wife and his two 
daughters, and led them out, as if by a gracious com- 
pulfion they would refeue him againft his will. Then 
they prefled it upon him to efcape for his life, with¬ 
out hefitating a hiomcnt, or even cafling a look be¬ 
hind him. 


• Ifa. V. 19. 
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Is it not tkus, tliat the Lord God feparates ins 
people from the fociety of thofc, who lie under his 
math, ready to be confumed in their iniquity ? He 
calls and exhorts j but they arc backward to obey, or 
even to liften to his voice. They trifle with their con- 
vidions, and, influence^ by thi? or the other worldly 
confideration, they are unwilling to be converted j till 
He put forth his power, and conftrain them, as he 
did Lot, to follow his guidance, though it ftiould be 
with the lofs of aU things. It may, therefore, be juftly 
faid of every one redeemed to God, as of Lot, “ Is 
not this a brand plucked out of the fire*?” 

Lot was direded to betake himfelf to the mountain¬ 
ous country at fojne diftance: afld, as the Lord hirftl^lf 
had engaged to be his leader, he might furcly ha^e 
gravelled with confidence. But, overwhelmed with 
fear and diftrefs, and encouraged by the kindncfs of 
God in his favour, he petitioned that his journey might 
be Ihortened, and that he mighf be permitted to dwell 
in Zoar, a fmall neighbouring city, which othenyifc, 
it feems, would have perifhed with Sodom. This is a 
circumftance, not lefs furprifing than any in the whole 
hiftory. Zoar was fpared at the requeft of Lot, the 
Lord condefeending even to his infirmities j and it is. 
recorded, as one proof among many, that “ the effec¬ 
tual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” 
What will not fuch prayer obtain ? In the cafe before 
us, it preferved the lives of multitudes, and flayed the 
hands of Omnipotence itfelfi The vengeance hanging 
over Sodom was delayed, till Lot had fafely arriv^ in 


• Zech.iii. 2. 
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Zoir. What words were tJiofe, "-Hafte thee, efcape 
^ther j for I eanpot do any thing till thou be ewne 
thither!” 

At length the denunciations of wrath were executed, 
to their full extent, in the total fobverfion of Sodom 
and feveral other neighbouring towns. The inhabi¬ 
tants continued their fenftiality, reganliefs of their dan¬ 
ger to the laft moment j “ They did eat, they drank, 
they bought, they fold, they planted, they builded; 
But the fame day that Lot went out of Sodom> it rain¬ 
ed fire and brimllone from heaven^ and dellroyed 
them all A tremendous r^refentation this, both 
of the ftate in which ungodly tinners will be over¬ 
taken, “ when die SoA of man fhall be revealed,” and 
alfo of that everlafting deftruftion which awaits them 
in the world to come! Whip, then, will not dread 
the juftjee of an angry God ? For do we not perceive, 
that He is indeed " a ponfuming fire?” It feems, 
that He would gladly Kaye fpared that filthy genera¬ 
tion. He had faid, “ I will not dcflroy it for ten’s 
fake.” But, only one righteous perfon being found 
among them, and the reft being altogether abandoned, 
He determined to reprefs their Ihamelcfe impieties, by 
fuch an awful difplay of Ifis vengeance, as would ma- 
nifeft his hatred of fm to all ages. The whole coun¬ 
try around, to a confidcrable extent, was entirely de- 
folated, and not only rendered unfit for cultivation, 
but 1 ms ever fipce been a lake of malignant and offen- 
five waiters f. , 

* Luke xvii. 28, 29, f See Beat. xxlx. 2^. 
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Here, then, we behold, that God is tmc to his 
word, and that he will execute, as well as denounce, 
his threatenings againft finners. We difcover the hei- 
noufnefs, as of other tranfgreflions, fo particularly of 
fornication and of all uncleannefs. But, as lull is 
generally incited and cherilhed by the indulgence of 
other vile habits, we are hereby warned of our danger 
in giving way to any of thofe afFedions or praftices, 
which may draw fuch terrible confequences after them. 
“ Behold, this was the iniquity of Sodom (faith the 
Lord), Pride, fulneis of bread, and abundance of idle- 
nefs was in her, and in her daughters, neither did flic 
ftrengthen the hand of the poor and needy. And 
they were haughty, and committed abomination btfSre 
me: therefore I took them away, as I faw good 
Saint Jude adds, " they are fet forth for an example, 
fufFering the vengeance of eternal fire f.” 

Ah! to how many in a Chriftian land may it be 
faid, Sodom hath not done,* as thou haft done J !’* 
What one fin was found in Sodom, which' does not 
prevail among ourfelves? And do not our fuperior 
mercies, pri^eges, and inftruftions aggravate our 
guilt ? We know who has taught us, « That it fliall 
1^ more tolerable for tbe land of Sodom in the day of 
judgment,” than for thofe, who hear and delpife the 
Goipel §. 

Byf ftrong ^onlblation is hereby fuggefted to the 
faithful followers of Chrift. You have been contem¬ 
plating with wonder, love, and praife,,the divine interr 

* Ezek, jtvi, 49, 50. t Jude 7. J Ezek. xvi. 48. 

§ Matt’ xi. 24. 

s 


pofitloa 



14^ SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

pofition in favour of juft Lot. O learn from it, to 
truft yourfelves, without rcfervc, to the care and pro- 
teftion of Him, who is ever mindful of his people, 
and almighty to deliver them! It- is recorded for 
your encouragement, though your fituation for the pre- 
fent be moft dangerous and diftrefling. Since He, 
who had but one fervant in Sodom, would not fuffer 
him to perifh in the general ruin, we are inftrufted, 
that The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly 
out of temptations, and to referve the unjuft unto the 
day of judgment tq be punifhed*,” 

It remains that we confider Lot, 

IV. After his departure from Sodom. The queftion 
recuft. What did he gam by this fruitful foil ? If, as 
we have fuppofed, he was led thither by the prolpeft 
of advantage, his expeftations were moft awfully difap- 
pointed. Inftead of acquiring large poffeffions, he was 
ient away utterly deftitute, and was compelled, it feems, 
to leave his fubftance behind him. It will appear alfo, 
that he was feverely chaftifed for his refidence in Sodom, 
by the extreme diftrcfs he fuffered in the different 
branches of his family, which, doubtlefs, were much 
corrupted through their conneftions in the place. His 
married daughters perifhed in the conflagration, and 
the two, who accompanied him, were fer from being 
a comfort to him} and his wife, though refcued from 
the flames of the city, died in the confines of it by a 
moft tremendous vifitation : “ She became a pillar of 
fait,-* and there remained, as a monument of the dl-- 

• 2 Pet, ii. 9.. 
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vine difpleafure, becaufe in her heart fhe turned back 
to Sodom. 

• Would to God, that Lot’s example may deter every 
one, who profefles godlinefs, from the love of the 
world!, Let us beware; if we are under the influence 
of a covetous fpirit, we are making bitter work for 
repentance, and fliall, probably, have to read our fin 
even in our prefent punifliment. It will be no wonder, 
if we mifs the very obje£t we are moft eagerly purfu- 
ing; no wonder, if our families prove an inexpreflible 
afflifUon to us: for, while "we introduce them into 
temptations, they will loon learn to be unmindful of 
our exliortations, and be carried away with the error 
of the wicked. 

And while we are confidering what inftruftions may 
be derived from this hiftory, we fliould attend to our 
Lord’s admonition, “ Remember Lot’s wife. *” Site 
was nearly allied to a good man, but a ftranger to his 
holy principles. For awhile Ihe was (pared for his fake. 
But what availed it, that Ihe was brought fafcly out of 
Sodom, fince lire was deftroyed as elFeftually as if Ihe 
had remained in it. What then was her offence ? “ Site 
looked back,” doubdefs from an improper attachment 
to the things Ihe had left behind. How loudly does this 
preach to us, to beware of “ lulling after evil tWngs!” 
“ Forgetdng thofe things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto diofe dungs which are before, let 
us prefs toward the mark, for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Chrift Jefus f.” 

• Luke xviL 32. + Phil. iii. 13, (4. 
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After this moft affliftive ^penfation, Lot had fur¬ 
ther trials to endure. How much more diftrefllng his 
fituation) than when he fojourned with Abram ! He 
had indeed obtained mercy for Zoax, and fixnl his 
abode there, but he foon removed hitrefidence, terri¬ 
fied, as it Ihould fccm, by the wickednefs of the place. 
He fled from tlie neighbourhood, which had been fa 
fignally marked by the vengeance of God; and the laft 
tliat we hear of him is, that he dwelt in a cave with his 
two daughters. 

But here again, what Caufe for mourning on his ac¬ 
count! Shall we conceal the fequel of his hiftory? 
No; God hw openly declared it in liis word, and, 
whatever abufes may be made of it by men of corrupt 
minds, it will become us to endeavour to reap much 
improvement from it. It is recorded, that, through 
the bafe fu^eftion and enticement of his daughters, he 
fell into the moft horrid and unnatural fins; for two 
nights together he was betrayed into dninkennefs and 
inceft. 

If we do not know fomething of the depraved flate 
of the human heart, this will appear truly aftonifhing. 
We offer no excufes, nor can we admit any palliations 
of his conduct j, but we are conftrained to weep over 
him. With a mixture of difixeft and horror, and with 
a godly jealoufy for ourfclves, we cannot forbear ciy- 
'ing out. Is this He, who had ftood firm againft all the 
temptations of Sodom» and there preferved the ftridl- 
eft’chaftity and fobriety; now overcome in a cave ? Is 
this He, who was vexed with the filthy converfarion of 
die wicked; now (educed into fildunels of the bafeft 

kind? 
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kind ? Who then is fecure ? Not even thofe, who for 
the longeft feafon have vigoroufly refilled every alliire- 
ment to fin, and who feem tlie moft eftablifhed in 
giace^ Ah! “ let him, that thinketh he ftandeth, 
take heed left he fall * !” If we maintain our ftead- 
faftnefs, we are upheld by the power of Godj to 
whom alone we mull afcribe all the excellence and 
perfeverance of his people. Not to mention Lot, even 
St. Paul himfelf, in his mbft advanced Hate, was no¬ 
thing, and he cried out, “ Not I, but the grace of 
God, which was with me*.” 

This alfo will teach us, that our fecurity does not 
depend upon our outward fituation. We might have 
thought, that Lot in a cave would have been muchltibre 
fafe than in Sodom j but it proved otherwlfe. Retire¬ 
ment, though on many accounts defirable and ufeful, 
will afford us no certain proteflion. If the Lord him¬ 
felf do not preferve us, the moft favourable place may 
expofe us to the moft deftrudtive fnares j and, though 
all external enticements were removed, we Ihould find 
enough, within, to overcome us. 

What other expedient, then, is left us, but to be 
humbled under a fenfe of our extreme depravity ? In- 
ftead of proudly cenfuring the condufl of Lot, which 
is allowed to be deteftable, let us look into our own 
hearts, and we lhall perceive abundant caufe for the 
deepeft abafemait. But while we tremble for ourfelves, 
under a conviftion of our weaknefs, let us engage th« 
power of God in our defence, by " taking hold of hi* 

*iCor. X. 12^ txv. 10. 
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Covenant.” Help is laid for us " upon One that is 
Mighty;” and, if we renounce all felf-confidence 
and lean only upon Him, we may rejoice in the hope,’ 
that " his ftrength will be made perfeft in our weak- 
nefs,” 
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CHAP. VII. 

Melchifedec met Abraham^ and blejfed him—pref.gured 
Chrijly as being both King and Priejl—King of righ- 
teoiijnejs and peace—and as a Prieft, injlrubling, facri- 
ficingy interceding—reprejented alfo the unchangeable 
nature and miniftry of Chrift. 

In ftudyingthe holy fcriptures, it will be our wifdom 
to attend, not to any nice or cntical enquiries, buf to 
plain, praftical inftruftions; not to endeavour to ex¬ 
plore what was defigned to be kept fecret, but to have, 
a right underftanding, and to feel the influence of thofe 
important truths, which are exprefsly declared. The 
man, who reads only to gratify a vain and conceited cu- 
riofity, will find enough in the Bible to perplex and 
confound him, and while he overlooks or delpifes thofo 
leflbns, which alone can make him truly wife, he will 
be loft in endlefe refcarches after that which can never 
profit. A jpirit of this kind, we fear, has caufed fome 
to throw away the word of God in dif^ft, becaufo its 
accounts are fo dark and unfatisfaiftory, and has ex¬ 
cited others to write voluminous criticifms and com¬ 
mentaries upon it, while they have remained utterly ig¬ 
norant of its one grand purpofe, to teaejj us the way of 
righteoufhels ■ and peace. Would we guard againft 
ihcfe dangers ? Let us not complain, that fo little is 

L 3 revealed 
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revealed to us, and that little in fo imperfefl: a man¬ 
ner, but let ns feek, with humble prayer, for “ a 
right judgment in all things,” and, inftead of aiming 
to unravel difficulties, let us defire, from every paffage 
we read, to reap fome fpiritual advantage. 

Such cautions, at all times neceffary, are particularly 
fuitable, while we turn our attention to the hiftory of 
Melchifcdec. The very concife defcription of this 
character, and the myfterious terms in which he is 
fpoken of, have given rife to various fancies, conjec¬ 
tures, and unprofitable difputes. Avoiding thefe, then, 
“ which minifter queftions, rather than godly edifying, 
which is in faith,” let us enquire what the fcriptures 
hive related concernifig him, and what real benefit 
may dience be derived to us. 

Years before This illuftrious man (for fuch he appears 
chrifl 1913. which is told us) 

is introduced to our notice, only upon occafion of his 
interview with Abraliam, and not the leaft mention is 
njade of any other circumftance of his life. When that 
Patriarch returned from the conqueft he had obtained 
over four confederate kings, among thofe, who went 
out to meet him wirfi their congratulations, was the 
royal perfonage before us. The narration, as it Hands 
in the old teftament, is brief and fimple, and in¬ 
volves not any confiderable difficulties. “ Melchifedec 
king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he 
was the pri^ of the moft high God. And he blefled 
"him and faid, Bleffed be Abram of the moft high God, 
polTcftbr of heaven and earth: and blefled be the moft 
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high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy 
hand. And he gave him tithes of all 

It fhould feem, then, from this fliort account, that 
Melchifedec was one of the kings of Canaan (Salem, 
the city of his government, probably being the fame as 
Jerufilem t)> prefcrvcd from the general idolatry and 
wickednefs of the country, a pious and devout wor- 
ftiipper of the true God, who, to recommend the reli¬ 
gion he profelTed, himfelf prefided in its folemn rites 
and offices, as " the prieft of the moft high God.” It 
is plealing to obferve even a very finall remnant among 
fuch an accurfed race, as the Canaanites were; and 
we have reafon to hope, that God may have many 
faithful fervants, where we may be ready to concfude 
there is no knowledge of Him at all. Elijah cried 
out, I only am left,” at die very time that there were 
feven thoufand in Ifrael, who abhorred idols J. A 
confideration this, which fhguld enlarge our charity, 
and encourage the delightful expeftation, that there 
may be much more real piety, than what may have 
fallen under our notice, and more than we can fome- 
times imagine or believe. 

It does not furprife us, that Melchifedec and Abram 
knew each other, and gave proofs of mutual affeftion, 
when we advert to the fituation m which thefe good 
men were placed. Perfons of unfeigned godlinefs, 
while they feparate from thofe of an oppofite defcrip- 
tion, are ftrongly attached to one another, and bound 


Gen. xiv. 18—ao. f Pfafj Ixxvi. a. J t Km. xix .10—18. 
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by the moft indiflbluble ties. Their acquaintance will 
foon be formed, when once their religious fentiments 
are properly underflood; and as their friendihip is. 
founded on pure and permanent, principles, it will not 
fluftuate or dilguft, like the connexions which arife 
only from politenefs, convenience, or intereft. O 

love tire brotherhood!” Cultivate an intimacy with 
thofe who fear God, and improve your intercourfe with 
them to the beft purpofes. 

But Melchiledec appears, on this occafion, not only 
in his private capacity, as the friend and" companion 
of Abram, but as fuftaining and executing the vene¬ 
rable office of Pi’ieft. The bread and wincj which he 
brdught forth, feera to have been more than an hofpi- 
table rcfrellrment for the weary foldierj they were, 
probably, an oblation made to God, by which iyaram 
was called to offer up his grateful praifes for the viXoiy 
he had obtained. And, while they folemnly joined in 
tire divine worfhip, Melchifedec, according to tire 
charaXer he was tlien fupporting, pronounced a bene- 
diXion ypon tire Patriarch in the name of the moft High 
God. Abram alfo regarded in him fomething more 
than the piety of the man, or the power of the prince j 
he confeffed the Minifter of religion, and revered the 
authority of God in tire perfon of his fervant: " He 
gave him tithes of all.” 

The duties of the prieftbood, then, are not incom¬ 
patible with the dignity even of a King. Yet they de¬ 
mand our reverence, not for the qualifications of him 
who performs them, but becaufe .the great God himfdf 
is the foie objeX of them. And is it not matter of grief 
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to every ferrous mind to obferve them, as they now are, 
-treated with contempt ? For tlus furely is an evident 
• fign of an awful declenfion in real godlinefs. In pro¬ 
portion as the knowledge and the fear of God prevail 
among us, thofe, who are called to the facred funftion, 
will meet with attention and refpeft, not merely for 
their own fakes, but for His, whom they reprefent. 
We remember, who hath faid, with ^ reference to all, 
who ferve in the miniftry of the Golpel j “ He that 
heareth you, heareth me: and he that delpifeth you, 
defpifeth me*.” Nor do we forget the exhortation of 
his Apoftle, We befeech you, brethren, to know 
them which labour among you, and are over you in the 
Lord, and admonifli you: and to efteem them Very 
highly in love for their work’s fake f.” 

This account concerning Melchifedec is plain and 
intelligible; but if we enquire, further than tlie hif- 
tory relates, from what anceftry lie was defeended, or 
whether he had any pofterity, where or when he was 
born, or what the time and manner of his deatli, from 
whom he derived his office, or who'fucceeded him in 
it, we fhall foon be embarraffed. It will appear, how¬ 
ever, that the very filence of the fcripnires is inftruc- 
tive, and that an important ufe fliould be made, as 
well of what is concealed, as of what is clearly de¬ 
clared. It muft be owned, that, if the brief narration 
in Genefis had been all we had read of Melchifedec, 
we Ihould not have brought forth his charafter as the 
fubjed of a feparate cliapter, becaufe die principal cir- 

• Luke X, i6. t > ThciT. v. 12, 13. 
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cumftance was noted before, in the life of Abram. 
But he is imroduced to us upon another and more ex¬ 
alted occafion, in a very remarkabie prophecy ddivcred 
by the Pfalmift concerning both the kingdom and the 
priellhood of the Redeemer, to whom the Father of all 
is reprcfented as laying, with an oath, " Thou art a 
Prieft for ever after foe order of Melchifedec 

Here we are carried beyemd the ancient records of 
the old teftament; an imexpe^ted luftre breaks in upon 
usj and Jefus, the Son of God, Hands revealed in all 
his glOTy before us. It would difeover an ignorance 
and contempt of Him, not to paufc and contemplate 
the great Antit3rpe here exhibited in the perlbn, the 
namfes, and foe offices of Melchifedec, efpecialiy as 
we are taught to do it, in a large and exprefs com¬ 
ment, by an infpired Apoftle. Let foe paffage be 
carefully reviewed. “ This Melchifedec” (who is 
introduced as a type bf foe Saviour), “ king of Salem, 
prieft of the moft high God, who met Abraham return¬ 
ing from the daughter of the kings, and blefled him} 
to whom alfo Abraham gave a tenth part allj firft 
being by interpretation King of Righteoufnels, and 
after that alfo. King of Salem, which is King of peace; 
without father, without mother, without defeent, hav¬ 
ing neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but 
made like unto foe Son of God, abidefo a prieft con¬ 
tinually f-’* 

The propriety, therefore, of pointing out a likenefs 
between Melchifedec and the Saviour will be readily 
allowed. And while we are followmg fo fafe a guide 

, • Pfa. cx. 4. f Heb. viL i —3. 
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as one of the facred writers, and not indulging tlie 
vain conceits of our own imagination, we need not 
fear any abufe of the fubjeft, but may rejoice in it as 
replete with Ipiritual inftrudtion and comfort. Herein 
we lhall difcover much of the grace and glory of Chrift, 
who, though reprefented by Melchifedec, appears infi¬ 
nitely fuperior in worth and dignity. We lhall be 
conftrained to confefs the divine perfeftions of his na¬ 
ture, and to admire the offices he fuftains on our be¬ 
half, by which he is qualified to give relief and confo- 
lation to his people, juft as their cafes may require. 

Upon a comparifon, then, of Jefus with Melchife¬ 
dec, we lhall be led to confidf r, 

I. The two great offices united in the perfon of the 
Saviour, who, like this remarkable type, is at dac 
fame time both King and Prieft. When it is faid, 
that as a prieft he refembles Melchifedec, much more 
is implied, than that he ha# an unchangeable prieft- 
hood, far more excellent ^han that of Aaron, which 
was defigned to continue but for a feafon: It is further 
intimated, that, while he executes the duties of diis im¬ 
portant miniftry, he fuftains alfo another charadter, 
and, like Melchifedec, exercifes the authority of a 
Prince. Thefe could not be joined together under the 
law of Mofes: King Uzziah was fmitten with leprofy 
for attempting it *. But the Redeemer, like the King 
of Salem, is invefted with both, according to the. pro¬ 
phecy concerning him, “ He lhall fit and rule upon 
his throne, and he lhaU be a prieft‘upon his throne f.*’ 

y 2 Chron. xxvi, 16—21. f Zech. vi. 13. 
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An Apoftle alfo declares, " He is a Prince and a Savi- 
our For the lake of diftinfbnefs, we may confider 
riiem feparately. 

I. He is a King. He poflelTes an extenfive domi-: 
nion, not only as partaking of the divine nature, but 
in hU mediatorial capacity. A kingdom of a particu¬ 
lar kind, and for fpecial purpofesj is committed into 
his lunds. “ He is Head over all things to the 
Church t»” All perfons are under his control} all 
events are entirely at his dilpofak This government 
is undertaken with a view to the perfect redemption of 
his people, and will then be refigned, when the end 
fhall be accomplifned. Thofe, who are brought un.- 
tier tht Influence of his grace, though, before, they had 
been moft rebellious, are made his willing and obedient 
ful^edts. They acknowledge his fovereign right over 
them, fubmit to his precepts, yield themfelves to his 
will, and fliould rejoice in the fecurity, which the ex- 
preife of his unlimited powpr is defigned to give diem, 
Ah! how many deny or oppofe his authority, and fay, 
“ We will not have this man to reign over us;};!” 
The proud, the covetous, the revengeful, the fenfual, 
and the profane, are all. equally averfe to obey the com¬ 
mand of Jefus.—But do any enquire, What are the 
peculiar bleflings of his government or. What advan-. 
tage ftall we receive from an unfeigned fubmifTion to 
him ? The excellency and happinels of his kingdom 
will a'piiear, if we advert to die apoftolical explanation 
of the type, ’ The«office, die name, the city of Mel-, 
cliifedcc, *arc all obferved to be figurative and fignifi- 

• AdU V. 31. t Eph.!. 22. J Luke xix. 14. 
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cant defcriptions of‘a more glorious Perfonage, who 
is> in the full import of the words, “ King of Righte- 
■ oufnels—and King of Peace.” 

. Agreeable, to tliis are the prophetical declarations 
concerning the Redeemer. “ He lhall judge thy peo¬ 
ple with righteoufaels, and thy poor with judgmenL 
The mountains Ihall-bring peace to the people.”—“ In 
'his days fhall the righteous fiourilh, and abundance of 
peace, fo long as the moon endureth* 4 ” ‘‘ His name 
fhall be called—The Prince of peace. Of the increalc 
of his government and peace there fhall be no end, up¬ 
on the throne of David and upon his kingdom, to or- ^ 
der it, and to eftablilh it with judgment and with jqftice, 
from henceforth even for everf.” “ Behold*, a King 
fhair reign in righteoufnefs,—And the work of righte- 
oufnefs fhall be peace J.”—“ Behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee: he is juft, and having falvation:—and he 
fhall fpeak peace unto the heathen The defcrip¬ 
tions of the new teftament are cxaftly fimilar. “ The 
kingdom of God is—righteoufnefs, and peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghoft ||.” 

A more attentive confjderation of thefe truths may 
confirm us in our attachment to the Saviour, and 
^quicken us in his fervice. We remark, therefore, 
firft, 

He is “ King of righteoulhefs.” He poflefles the 
perfedtion of holinefs, without the leaft pollution or 
defedt in his nature j and, in the exeemion of his office, 

• Pfal. Ixxii. 2, 3, 7. t ha. ix. 6, 7. J Ifa. xxxii. 1,17. 

§ Zech. ix. 9, 10. II Rom. xiv. 17, 
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he adts confiftently with himfelf) “judging his people 
rightcoufly.” The laws, which he has enadbed, are 
“holy, juft, and goodj” and the adminiftration of 
his government, in all its branches, is according to 
truth and equity.—Have we bowed to his fceptre? 
Do we cordially approve what he requires, and cheer¬ 
fully acquiefce in what he appoints? What mean 
diofe pleas for fenfual indulgence, thofe complaints of 
the ftridbnels he enjoins, or thofe murmurings againft 
his difpenfations ? What are all thefe, but fo many 
bsde charges againft Him, of tyranny, cruelty, or in- 
juftice ? What are they, then, but unequivocal proofs 
of'difafFedtion and rebeliion ? 

Let thofe, who unfeignedly fubmit to him, rejoice, 
that he will give them thofe tempers of mind, which 
are indifpenfably neccflary for them, and that he will 
enable them to perform the duties, which Ik com¬ 
mands. He is therefobe “ a King of righteoufnefs,” 
becaufe the very end of his government is, that he 
may malce all his iiibjedls like himfelf. They are re¬ 
newed after his image, and rendered conformable to his 
will. Much oppofition, indeed, is raifed againft him 
from their depraved nature. But he reigns in them, 
that he may fubdue their corruptions, and purify them 
to himfelf; fo that finally, by the power of his Spirit, 
as weft as through the merit of his Wood, they lhall be 
prefented to himfelf, “ not having fpot, or wrinkle, oir 
any fuch thing.”* 

Shall this be accounted a grievance? Is it not, ra¬ 
ther, a moft invaluable blefling ? His fervice, in the 

utmoft 
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utmoft ftridnefi of it, -will be found the moft perfcd 
fi-ecdonrj and thofc are the happieft perfons who, arc 
moft faithful in it. Where, then, are they, who, weari¬ 
ed with the drudgery of fin, are earndHy longing for 
deliverance ? Let them behold this King of Sion; and, 
renouncing every other lord and mafter, “ who have 
had dominion over them,” let each of them fay, “ O 
Lord, come and fet up diy throne within me, fubduc 
my rebellious heart to thyfelf, make me to walk at 
liberty in the way of thy commandments* and bring 
into captivity every thoi^t to the obedience, wliich 
thou haft enjoined!” 

Is d3as what you cannot brook ? Is it, in your yitw, 
unnecefiary or unreafonable ? Ah! bow no longer at 
the mention of his namej profefs no more regard to 
his charafter} nor indulge the prefumptuous hope, 
.that youfhall have any advantage from liis undertaking. 
He rejefts witli abhorrence your pretences of efteem, 
and alks, “ Why call ye me. Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I fay* ?” 

He is alfo “ King of peace.” Sin has introduced 
confufion and mifery amongft men, and as for as “ the 
God of this world” bears rule within them* they 
are not only expofed to the fierce anger of the Lord 
God Almighty, but are alfo truly wretched in diem- 
felves. To refcue them from this ftate of wr«h and woe,. 
Jefus fcts up his ftandard, and, while he requires, them 
to acknowledge his authoriiy, he piqmifes to fecure 
to them the bleillng of peace.” i^emie^ indeed, 


* Luke vi. 46. 
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they will ftill have to oppbfe them, inlomuch that they 
may expert to bie engaged in one continued and fevers 
conflift to the very hour of their death. But, not- 
withftanding this warfare, they enjoy the moft invio¬ 
lable fafety, and, in general, poffefs a fweet ferenity 
of mind, urider die government of Jefus. This is his 
own aifurance to them; “ In the world ye ihall have 
tribulation, but in me ye fliall have peace.” 

He undertakes to make reconciliation between God 
and man, to bring togedier thofe adverfe parties, and 
to unite them in clofeft bonds of friendftiip and love. 
Thus “ He is our peace,” not only as he publifhes to 
finners pardon with’ theis offended God, but as he pro¬ 
cures it for them. By him, therefore, we have deli¬ 
verance from condemnation, and accefs with confi¬ 
dence and joy to that God, who would otherwife have 
been “ a confuming fire,” but Who is now become 
“a Father of mercies,‘and a God of all comfort,” 
Let fuch as are trembling under the apprehenfions of 
die divine wrath, be perfuaded to commit their caufe 
to Jefus, and he will "repair the breach” between 
God and dieir fouls, appeafe the terrors of their guilty 
confcicnces, and " give them the knowledge of falvation 
by the remiflion of their fins.” Th^ fhall then be 
able to add their teftimony to that of the primitive be¬ 
lievers } " Being juftified by faith, we have peace with 
God, through our Lord Jefus Chrift 

His kingdom jnay alfo properly be faid to be order¬ 
ed in peace, inafmuch as his grace fubdues the vio- 

• Rom. V. i. 
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fence of thole evil tempers and afFedions of the human 
heart, which occafion continual ftrife and confufion in 
the world, and from which come wars and fight¬ 
ings.’* He reconciles men to each other as well as to 
God, making them “ to be of one mind,” and ** to 
dwell together in unity.” By the influence of his Spirit, 
thofe of fierceft dilpofitions are rendered meek and 
gende, " forbearing one another, and forgiving one 
another.” It is therefore defcribed as the efFeft of his 
government, that “ the wolf lhall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard lhall lie down with the kid: and the 
calf, and the young lion, and the fading together, and 
a little child lhall lead them*.”* 

To what, then, lhall we afcribe the bitter contentions 
which prevail in the earth, but to an ignorance of Jefus, 
or to a proud oppofition againft his fpiritual dominion ? 
Notwithftanding all the fine compliments, which finners 
a*c willing to pay him, they*yet obftinately continue 
enflaved to the prince of darkneft. For where there is 
no peace or love, there Jefus cannot reign j where 
envying and ftrife is,” there Satan maintains the fway. 
Did we truly defire the welfare of fociety, did we feek 
for real happinefs in our own fouls, we Ihould pray that 
the Gofpel of Chrift “ may have free courfe,” and 
that both ourfelves, and all around us, may come under 
its entire influence, and be fubdued to *' the obedience 
of faith.” 

The refemblance, which Melchifedec bears to the 
Saviour, will further appear, if we cqnfider the other 


VoL, I. 
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important dura&er which Jefus fuftains i and therefore 
we obferve, 

2. He is a Prieft. It is recorded of the king of 
Salem, that “ he was the prieft of the moft high God}*’ 
and in dds, more than in any other circumftance, he 
reprefented Him, who undertook to mediate between 
man and God. “ Thou art a Prieft,” is the word of 
the oath, whereby the Son of God was conftituted to 
his office: and a large portion of the epiftie to the He¬ 
brews is taken up, both in proving the priefthood of 
Chrift, and in explaining the peculiar nature of it. It 
is for us, then, to enquire, what Jefus does for his peo¬ 
ple, how we are to regard him, or what benefits we 
may expedl from him, in this charadter. A prieft is 
one, who “ is ordained for men to minifter in things 
pertaining to God:” for which purpofe, the following, 
among others, are to be noted as moft effential parts of 
■his employment; and all tliefe we perceive to be fully 
executed by our Melchifedec. 

I. He is a teacher of the ignorant, declares to them 
the mind of God, and inftrudls them in‘divine wif- 
dom. “ For die prieft’s lips fhould keep knov/ledge, 
and they fhould feek the law at his mouth: for he is 
the meflenger of the Lord of hofts Thus Jefus 
was “ anointed to preach good tidings unto the meek,” 
and it becomes us to fit at his feet, and to feck infor¬ 
mation from Him in the important concerns pf falva- 
tion. Let us ftudy the word which he taught; let us 
pray to him for the light and guidance of his Spirit; and 
we have his promife, that we " ihall not walk in dark- 

* MaL ii, y. 
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hels.”—Thb is not all: it is of greater confequence to 
oblerve, 

a. He offers a lacrifice to God for us. It is de- 
feribed as an ad peculiar to the priefthood, to prefent 
an expiatory oblation to God, without which no one 
can juftly be faid to execute the office. A prophet 
may teach, but a prieft only can facriSce. All thole 
of Aaron’s femily, under the Jewilh economy, then 
moft efpecially prefigured the Saviour, while they were 
performing that part of the fervice, appropriated to 
them, the Ihedding of blood as an expiation j nor would 
Jelus have anlweredto the types, unlefs he had made 
a proper atonement for fin. ffhis is the account given 
us: ’"For every high prieft is ordained to offer gifts 
and facrifices: wherefore it is of neceflity that this man 
have fomewhat alfo to offer His death, therefore, 
is continually fpoken of as the one grand propitiation, 
by which we have pardon and peace with God. " He 
hath given himfelf for us, an offering, and a facrifice 
to God for a Iwect-fmelling favour f.” “ He appeared 
to put away fin by the facrifice of himfelfi —and was 
(mcc offered to bear the fins of many J.” 

Upon the Socinian fcheme, a confiderable porticwi 
of the new teftament has little or no meaning; in par¬ 
ticular, the whole of this fimilitude between Jefus and 
Melchifodec vanilhes entirely. For how can He be 
" a prieft after the order of Mclchifedec,*’ who is no 
prieft at all, or, which is the fame thing, who does ao 
one aft peculiar to that charadcr ? While they deny, 
therefore, that the blood of Chrift is to be confidered 

* Heb. viii. 3. f Ej>h. ▼. 2. J Heb. ix. a6, z 8 . . 
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as an atoncmentfor fin, they take from him the honour 
of his priefthood, and are obliged to put the moft forced 
and unnatural conftructions upon the plaineft declara¬ 
tions. This alfo is a fyftem, moft comfbrtlefs indeed! 
For if no faciifice has been made for us, what other 
conclufion can we draw, than, that “ we are yet in our 
fins?” It is a dodrine, then, which lies at the very 
foundation of our faith, that Jefus Chrift is, in a pro¬ 
per fenfe, our High prieft, conftituted chiefly for the 
purpofe of “ making reconciliation for the fins of the 
people*and this he did, when he oflTered up himfelf 
once for ail. 

Do we not feel die n?ed, and ftiall we not rejoice in 
the fufficiency, of diis coftly expiation? Do any, un¬ 
der a conviction of great demerit and liablenefs to ex¬ 
treme punifliment, enquire, “ Wherewith lhail 1 come 
before the Lord, and bow myfelf before the high God?” 
."Behold the Lamb ofXaod, which taketh away the 
fin of the world!” Man is, in himfelf, without help, 
and without hope: but Jefus is " fet forth as a propi¬ 
tiation, that God might be juft, and the juftifiier of 
him which believeth f.” The blood of the croft, then, 
.is the only confidcration, which a righteous Go«d, af- 
.ferting the honours of his government, will accept for 
; the pardon- of a returning finner. This, howwer, is 
of fuch value, as to atone for ofiences the moft nume- 
; rpus, and thofe of deepeft dye. It will avMl for tranf- 
. grclTors of every defeription, agCj and nation. It is 

a propitiation^—not for our*s only, but alfo for the 
i fins of the whole world J." 

• Heb. ii, 17. f Rom. ui. *5, i6, 11 John ii. z. 
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It has been already intimated, that it was probably in 
his prieftly charafter, that “ Melchifedec brought forth 
' bread and wine,” as an oblation to the Lord, a thank¬ 
ful acknowledgment for the vidtory obtained; nor can 
we, upon this fubjedt, omit to mention, that an offer¬ 
ing, exadlly fimilar, is appointed by Jelus, as a (land¬ 
ing ordinance in the Chriftian church. We partake 
of " the bread and wine, which the Lord hath com¬ 
manded to be received;” and while we celebrate the 
Eucharift, like Abram we give thanks for the glorious 
conqueft vouchfafed unto us, and blefs the mod 
high God, who hath delivered our enemies into our 
hand,” 

If we further attend to the refemblance pointed out 
to us, we (hall obferve concerning “ the High prieft 
of our profeffion,” 

3. He intercedes for and bleflcs his people. It was 
the invariable cuftom of thofe, who fuftained this office 
under the Jewifh economy, to offer up prayers for 
tlie congregation, and then to pronounce the folemn 
benedidlion upon them. We perceive alfo, tliat 
“ Melchifedec bleffed Abram.” He not only with 
earneftnefs entreated God on behalf of the Patriarch, 
but, as with authority, declared the divine fiivour to¬ 
wards him. And do we not remark the excellency of 
our High prieft? “He appears in the prefence of 
God for us.” He bears upon his heaft before God the 
names of all his faithful fervants, he makes mention of 
their particular cafes and neceffities,* and, as their Ad¬ 
vocate, he pleads their caufe. The prevalency of his 
interceffion is grounded on die efficacy of his facrifice; 
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fo that he afks for them, only what he has merited by 
his death. What a llrong confirmation of our faith 
fhould this be, what a lively hope fhould it incite, 
when we approach the throne of grace! We have one 
who will prefent our petitions, and enfiire fuccefs for 
them. We may, therefore, “ come boldly, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need 

Jefus, alfo, not only entreats the Father for all them 
who believe, but has power to beftow the richeft bene¬ 
fits upon them. He Heffes them, in the moft exten- 
five fenfe, as commanding them to be bleffcd, and 
making them fo, by the communication of all fpiritual 
favours. We behold Melchifedec Handing, with great 
folemnity, to pronounce, in the name of the moft High 
God, his benediftion upon the Patriarch j and then he 
is fuddenly withdrawn from our view. We read alfo, 
that Jefus, juft before he -ftras parted from his difciples, 
led them out as far as to Bethany; and he lifted up his 
hands, and bleffcd them. And it came to pafs, while 
he bleffed them, he was parted from them, and carried 
up into heaven f.”—Has he, then, ceafed to exercife 
the fame tender concern •'for tlie fecurity and happinefs 
of his people ? No: he continues to blefs them even 
to this very day. Though his bodily prefence be re¬ 
moved, his kindnefs is ftill afforded us. 

« He has received gifb for menj” and thefe he is 
ever pouring down»upon his Ghurch.—O let us be anx¬ 
ious to fhare in his bounty j or elfe, what will all his 

• Heb. iv. 16 . f Lukexxiv. 50, 51. ^ 
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merciful propofals and promifb avail us ? While 
others obtain pardon, peace, and falvation by him, we 
may perilh in ignorance, or contempt of him. May 
God, “ who has raifed up his fon Jefus, fend him to 
blefs us, in turning away every one of us from his ini¬ 
quities* !” 

Shall it not alfo be obferved, that " Abram gave to 
Melchifedec a tenth part of all?” But what acknow¬ 
ledgment of reverence, dependence, and gratitude, are 
we rendering to Jellis ? To Him v/e owe our all: but 
what returns do we make ? Is it not incumbent upon 
us to “ honour Him with our fubftance, and with the 
firft-fruits of all our increafe?” We rejoice, that, 
while we bring the free-will offering of a thankful heart, 
he will gracioufly accept it; and what is prefented in 
faith and love, fhall be honoured at laft with an abun¬ 
dant reward. 

Upon a further comparifoci of Jefus w;ith Melchife¬ 
dec, we fhall perceive, 

II. The proper Godhead of the Saviour, as well as 
his continuance in the work he has undertaken. He is 
unchangeable, having neither beginning nor end of his 
exiftence; He is “ the fame, and his years fhall not fail; 
the fame, yefterday, to-day, and for ever f.” It may 
feem ftrange, indeed, that the fhort fpan of a mortal’s 
abode upon earth can, in any way, reprefent His dura¬ 
tion, which is, ftrictly fpe^ing, unlimited, “ from ever- 
lafting to everlafting.” But it appears to be intended, 
^hcn it is faid, that the typical perfon, we are confidering, 

* iii. 26. t Heb. i. 1 2 . xiii. S. 
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without father, without mother, without defcent^ 
having neither beginning of days, nor end of life, but 
made like unto die Son of God, abideth a prieft: con-- 
tinually 

It is not to be hereby concluded, that Melchiledec 
was, like Adam, immediately created, or that he had 
no human extradlion} but only, that his genealog;' is 
not recorded, and that the facred hiftory has purpolely 
concealed his anccftry. It were in vain to fearch for 
his original; and the very filence of the fcripture, up¬ 
on this point, is defigned to raife our thoughts to Him, 
whofc generation cannot be declared, — “ die cverlafting 
Father”—who “ was in the beginning”—“ before all 
things’*— and “ whofe goings forth have been from 
cverlafting -f.” 

Flere our proud reafon muft ftoop. We pretend 
not to comprehend the attrlbtitcs of the divine nature, 
or to explain the way, in^which One of fuch exalted 
dignity could afllime our flefti, be born, and live, and 
die upon the earth. The dodrine is, confefledly, myf- 
terious; but the faft itfelf is clearly afeertained, being 
attefted by many witnefles of unqueftionable authority, 
in the ftrongeft and moft explicit manner. Surely it 
were the height of prefumption to liniit the perfedtions 
of “ the High and Lofty One,” by our fcanty capaci¬ 
ties, We will allow Him to poffefs, what we cannot 
fully underftand, or by any language deferibe. Not- 
withftanding, therefore, the artful cavils of unftable 
men, who would rob us of our hope, we maintain, and 

•Heb. vii. 3, f Ifa. ix..6. Johni. i. Col.;i. ly*, Wic. v. 2. 

with 
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■with awful reverence adore, the Godhead of the Savi¬ 
our. Herein we perceive our fecurity, fince He, in 
whom wc truft, is “ mighty to favc,” and when we 
depend upon his power, we lean on that arm, which 
cannot be broken. 

Nor are we to conclude, that Mclchifedec never 
died, becaufe it is faid, that he has “ no end of life, 
but abideth a prieft continually.” We can only colledt 
from it, that it has pleafed God to give us no account 
of his deceafe, or of the abolition of his office. We 
do not read, that he had any predecefTor in it j nor is 
mention made of any one who fucceeded him. In this 
refpeft, therefore, he Hands as* a typical relemblanee 
of our great High prieft, being “ made like unto the 
Son of God.” For of the priefthood of Jefus there 
can be no fuch change, as there was in that of Aaron’s 
family. The Lord Chrift, like Mclchifedec, appears 
alone in that moft excellent Mtniftry, to which He is 
appointed. He had none to go before him in it, nor 
will he have any to follow him. In the higheft fenfe, 
“ He abideth a prieft continually}” for “ he was con- 
fecrated for evermore,” not as thofe of Aaron’s order, 
“ after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the 
power of an endlefs life*.” 

How comfortable a truth is this, that our Jefus is a 
conftant Saviour, that he is ftill carrying on the grand 
purpofe of his mediation, before the throne of his Fa¬ 
ther, and will not refign it, till the ends of it be per- 
feftly accomplilhed! Let his people derive ftrong 


• Heb. vii 16, 28. 
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confolation from the firm belief of his fiifficienqr to fiip- 
port them in all their diftrefles. For thus he fpcaks 
to them, Becaufe I live, ye fliall live alfo And 
let finners in all ages be encouraged to truft in Him, 
who “ is able to lave them to the uttermoft, that come 
unto God by him, feeing he ever liveth to make inter- 
celfion for them f.” 

• John xiv. 19. t Heb. vii. zj- 
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CHAP, virii 

IfaaCy the child of promi/e—derided by IJhmael—-accom^ 
panied bis father to mount Moriah—fubmitted to be 
bound—prefigured Chriji—a man of meditation — mar- 
ried Rebekah—prayed for a child—partial to Efau— 
comforted by God in Philijiia—equivocated concerning bis 
•wife—harajfed by the PhiliJlineS) but blejfed of God¬ 
in total blindnefs—deceived by Jacob, who obtained^ his 
ienedi£lion—/aw the two brothers reconciled, and died 
i%oyears old. 

On reviewing the records of paft ages, we are ftruck 
with wonder, whilft we obfente the Church of God 
at fome times confined within fo narrow limits, and 
polTeffed of fo little power, that it appears ready to be 
crulhed by the fiiperior ftrength of its enemies, or to 
die away of itfeif, without leaving any fucceflion. This 
was peculiarly the cafe at that period, when all the pro- 
mifes concerning the Saviour were limited, not only 
to one family, but even to one particular branch of it. 
The whole plan of Redemption feems, frequently, to 
have depended upon a Angle life, expofed to many and 
great dangers, in the view of which we almoft tremble 
for the event. What, if that life had been prematurely 
cut off? What, if the Ark had lunk in the waters, as 
we might have apprehended, and Noah, together with 

his 
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his houfehold, had periflied in the deluge ? What, if 
Abraham had died childlefs j which, for a long time, 
appeared highly probaW^ ? Or, what, if Abraham’s 
fon had been really offered up, according to the divine 
injunftion, or had been removed, in any other method, 
without iflue ? How, then, had tlie promife been ful¬ 
filled? 

Ah ! how foolilh are fuch enquiries! How vain 
and difhonourable our fears! Do we forget, that “ the 
Lord rcigneth,” that “ He doeth all his will,” and that 
“ His counfel lhall ftand ?” He cannot be unmindful 
of his own defigns, nor can he want means to accom- 
plifti them. In all his difpenfations, while he feeks his 
own glory, he watches over his Church, to defend it. 
He will plead its caufe, and, whatever obftructions may 
lie in the way, he will bring into full effed; that glorious 
Salvation, he has prepared for it. 

This conftant care pf God’s providence, towards 
his Church, is very obfervable, as from other parts of 
the facred hiftory, fo elpecially from that which is now 
before us. In the prefervation of the feed, from which 
it was predidted that the Saviour fhould Ipring, we can¬ 
not but perceive the hand of God, repeatedly and in a 
very fignal manner, difplayed. May we learn to ad¬ 
mire, and praife, and truft the Lord God of Ifrael, 
“ who only doeth wondrous things,” and who ftands 
engaged for the protedion of his own people, even to 
the end of die world! 

Abraliam may die, but Ifaac is raifed up: and as 
God was with Abraham, fo did he promife to be with 
Ifaac.. This favoured fon himfelf muft be removedj 

but. 
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but, whatever dangers may threaten, his life is pro¬ 
longed, till he has anfwered the purpofe, for which he 
was appointed. He had received “ the blefling” from 
his father, and he muft confign that moft valuable le¬ 
gacy to one particular child, whom the Lord would 
give him.—Thefe are conliderations, that demand our 
attention. 

The charafter of Ifaac does not appear conlpicuous, 
for any great exploits which he performed, or for any 
very ftriking events which happened to him. He was 
not of the moft adtive Ipirit, but fond of quietnefs and 
retirement. His difjx)fitions were truly amiable; and, 
though his example is not faultkfs, he may be proppfed 
as a pattern of righteoufnefs, in the general tenor of 
his condudl. The holy feriptures furnifli us with the 
moft indubitable teftimonies in his favour. The Lord 
God has been pleafed to put a moft diftinguiflied ho¬ 
nour upon him, by inlerting kis name into that title, 
which He claims to himlelf; declaring that He is the 
God of Ifaac, as well as the God of Abraham, and 
that by this appellation He will be known unto all 
generations*. And, as Ifaac filled up a place of great 
importance in the Church bebw, lb does he in the 
Church above. His defeendants are warned, that they 
(hall fee him in die kingdom of God, whilft many of 
themfelves Ihall be eternally caft butf. 

Years before The former part of Ifaac’s hiftory is fo 
chnft 1897. Qf Aljraham, that wc 

have neceflarily been led to fpeak much alrcacfy con- 
* Exodus iii. 15. f Luke xlii. 28. 
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ceming him. But it may not be ufdcfs to repeat {bme 
things, which have been mentioned before. His birth 
was attended with extraordinary circumftances. It 
was the fubjed of various promifes and prophecies; 
an event, moir ardently defired by his parents, and yet 
purpofely delayed by die divine providence, till they 
were both advanced in age, diat their faith might be 
the more exerciled, and that Ilaac might more evi- 
dendy ^pear to be the gift of God, in a miraculous 
way, and the child of promise*. His name was 
determined by immediate diredion from Heaven, be¬ 
fore he was conceived; a iignificant name, exprellive 
of the JOY, which both his father and his mother would 
receive from him. How exadly does he reprefent, in 
thefe refpeds, the greater Son of Abraham, whofe 
coming was foretold for four thoufand years, and whofe 
birth was fupernatural, whofe name alfo was appointed 
by revelation, and who, Jn a much more eminent manner 
than Ifaac, was the caufe of joy to the world! 

We forbear to dwell upon the minute particulars of 
his childhood, his circumcifion on the eighth day, his 
gradual increafe in ftature, and the feftivity of the fa 
mily upon occafion of his being weaned.—But we muft 
not forget one event, diftrefling to Abraham, which 
involved in it many imporn^t confequences. Very 
Yean before early in life, Ifaac was the obged: of the pro- 
chrift.iSs*. contempt of Iftimael, who had been 

bom to Abralmm by Hag^ the Egyptian fervant. 
This gave rife to the jealoufy and refentmait of Sarah, 

• Gen. xxi. i, &c. 
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who infilled, that, in order to prevent any competition 
between the children about the father’s lubftance, 
Hagar and her fon ftiould be difmifled from the houfe, 
and that the inheritance Ihould defcend to Ifaac. 
Sarah’s motive might be bafe, but the purpofe of God 
was hereby efFefted. The temporal pofleffion, as well 
as the fpiritual promife, was entailed upon Ifaac j and 
therefore it was the counfcl of the Lord, no lefs than 
Sarah’s defire, that the fon of the bondwoman Ihould 
not be heir with the fon of die freewoman.” 

It may be ufeful to advert to St. Paul’s evangeli¬ 
cal application and improvement of this litde hiftory: 
and thus, from the obfcurity of the old tcftament, the 
luftre of the new Covenant will break in upon our 
view *.—Ilhmacl, “ who was of the bondwoman, born 
after the flelh,” and who early betrayed the vile dilpo- 
lition of a fcorner, fitly reprefents the condition and 
charafter of unbelievers, who are in a captivity of the 
moft awful kind, poffclTed of no other than carnal prin¬ 
ciples j and who, “ trufting to themfelves that they are 
righteous,” do generally fhew themfelves proud and 
inlolent contemners of others. All fuch as are of this 
dcfCription, according to the Apoftle, are " of mount 
Sinai, which gendereth to bondage,” and will finally 
be excluded fiwn God’s family.—But in Ifaac we be¬ 
hold a pleafing refemblance of real Chriftians; and, in 
bis peculiar circumftances and exalted privileges, we 
perceive to what they ahb are called., like the fon of 
Abndiam, they become children and heirs, not by their 


• Gal. ir. aa—31. 
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176 SCRlPTttRS CHARACTERS. 

natural birth, but as being bom of God,' by the power¬ 
ful influence of the Holy Ghoft. They are aHb ex- 
pofed to the profane ridicule of thofe, who are yet in 
their fins. “ For as then, he, that was born after the 
fielh, perfecuted him that was bom after the Spirit, 
even fo it is now.” But the conclufion, in which be¬ 
lievers may rejoice and triumph, is, that, " as Ifaac 
was, they are the children of promife,” and that all the 
bleffings and immunities of the new Covenant are fe- 
cured to them by the unchangeable counfel and inviola¬ 
ble oath of God. They belong to His houfehold, from 
which they fhall never be ejededj they enjoy a “ glori¬ 
ous liberty,” being “ the children of the free-woman,” 
and are entitled to “ an inheritance, incorruptible, un¬ 
defiled, and that fadeth not away.” 

Where, then, are thofe, who anfwer to this charac¬ 
ter? O Hand fall in your liberty; cheerfully fubmit 
to contempt and oppofition; exult in your prefent ad¬ 
vantages and future profpefts; and walk worthy of 
your high connexions, and of your moft holy calling! 
But prepare for trials the moft fevere, which are de- 
figned to fit you for your everlafting poflelTion; and 
learn from the example before us, that “ the heirs of 
promife” are not only not exempt from trouble, but 
frequently exercifed with the fharpeft afBiXions. 

Years before ^hcn Ifaac had arrived at a ftatc of man- 
chrift.isya. hood, hc was required to givc a fignal proof 
of hiS; entire devotednOfs to God. Abraham was com¬ 
manded to offer up hia beloved fon infacrifice *, This 

• Gen, jtxU, i, &c. 
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reWarkable tranfaftion, as & as Abraham was cohcem- 
fed in it, we have already confidered. But if now we 
turn our eyes to the pious youth, the vidlim marked out 
for the (laughter, his faith and obedience wilialfo appear 
truly ehunent, as well as thole ofhis honoured parent. 

Ifaac wasi at firfti unacquainted with the divine 
mandate, that he muft himfelf die upon the alter j for he 
went only as the attendant and companion of his fa> 
ther, td teftify his filid fubmilTion to him, and Join 
with him in the faCred rites of worfhip. At length he 
wondered, what all this preparation for making an 
oblation to the Lord could mean, when yet no animal 
was provided for the purpofe,. While, therefore-, he 
was bearing the wood, he enquired, ** Where is the 
lamb for a bumt-ofFering ?’* Still the ftrange defign 
Was concealed from him, till they came to the appoint¬ 
ed place; and then it could no longer be kejjt fecret. 
We fay not, what were his .emotions, when he was 
informed, that he himfelf was the deftined facrifice, to 
be confumed upon the altar before him. But is it not 
obvious, that, through the whole tranfaftion, he ap¬ 
pears as a ftrilcing example of patient relignation and 
cheerful obedience to God ? For, does he at all decline, 
or complain oi^ the tremendous injunction ? Does he 
fly from his fathef, who now avows himfelf die execu¬ 
tioner, ready to (lay his fon? Does he exert his 
ftrength, as he might do, to overcome his aged pa¬ 
rent? Does he exprefs an unwilli^gnefs to die; or 
even folicit, that he may be (pared ? No: we perceive 
ho ftruggle; we hear of no ;^tion for deliverance. 
Convinced that the command is of God, he yields up 
VoL, I, N WmfehG 
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himfd^ and devotes his life to him, who had a li^ 
to take it away, in what manner He pleafcd, 

: Ifaac, therefore, fubmitted, as it ihould ieem with*' 
out refinance, to be bound, and to be laid on the altar; 
and expofcd his body to the knife, which was lifted up 
to dcftroy him. He was, indeed, fuddeniy rcfcued, 
but in a way that he expefted not; fo that he was as 
much a Martyr, as if his blood had been fhed.—Are 
we not hereby inftrudted, to acquiefce without reluc¬ 
tance in the divine appointment,.though it fliould be 
moft contrary to our own defires or temporal advan¬ 
tage ? While we remark, diat Ifaac freely furrcndered 
up himfelf without a, mvymur, are we not afhamed of 
our own unwillingnefs to give up what is dear to us, 
whenever God requires it ? Do His difpenfations claih 
with our favourite fchemes, or fuppofed interefts ? Then 
what difcontent, and peeviflincfs of fpirit do we be-i 
tray! Though we have^repeatedly faidto him, upon 
our bended knees, “ Thy will be done,” we are fret¬ 
ful and angry, whenever our own wiflies are not gra¬ 
tified. 

Do we complain of the feverity of God’s commands ? 
Let us confider Ifaac’s cafe, and mot dare to open our 
mouths. How frequent is the excufe, when any im¬ 
portant duty is inculcated, “ I would do it,—but I 
muft then forego tliis or the other enjoyment, and ex-r 
pofe myfelf to dangers and diftreflcs.”—And on this 
account do you hefitate to comply, with an expreft pre¬ 
cept? If difficufties will cancel your obligation to 
obedience, the whole of die divine law is at once m- 
liuUed; for who will not think himfelf at liberty to of- 

7 fer 
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fer the like plea? If you acknowledge the authority of 
God' at all, every thing muft be facrificed to it. Like 
Ifaac, and like another eminent example, you muft be 

ready, not to be bound only, but alfo to die in 
whatever way you may be called to it. It is not pro¬ 
bable, that you will be tried, as this Patriarch was, 
but you muft poflefs the fame principle, and defire only, 
that “ Chrift may be magnified in your body, whether 
it be by life or by death.” 

While we are contemplating the remarkable hiftory 
before us, our thoughts are direcfted to a more exalted 
perfbnage, whom Ifaac prefigured, and to a more 
aftonilhing tranfadion, reprefented by that on ijiount 
Moriah. We behold Jefus Clirift, the Son of Abra¬ 
ham, in whom the Covenant is eftabliflied, and in 
whom alone all die families of the earth can be truly 
blefled. Without dwelling on lefs intereftirig points of 
refemblance, in which Ifaac typified the Saviour, we fix 
our attention on this circumftance, that he was required 
to give up his life, as an offering to God. We are 
carried out, then, in our meditations, to mount Cal¬ 
vary, not far diftant from the fpot, where Ilaac was 
bound and kid upon the altar. We perceive Jefus, 
in his deepeft humiliation, cheerfully acquiefcing in his 
Father’s appointment, and faying, " Not as I will, but 
as diou wilt.” We obferve him under the influence, 
not only of a fiipreme regard to the command of God, 
but-of tendereft love to p^rifliing finners, prefling on his 
way to Jerufalem, as if in hafte to fufier f, and longing 
to be baptized with blood J. 

• Afts 3wi. 13. f Mark X. 32. J Luke xii, jo.,} 
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Ifaac, we have feen, conveyed the wood, that waS 
defigned to confume him: fit emblem of Jefus, who 
was conftrained to bear the very crofs, on which he 
expired! The readinefs of Ifaac to yield up himfelf a 
lacrifice, exhibits a lively image of the Saviour, who 
fled not from danger, but went forth to meet his ene¬ 
mies, furrendered himfelf into their hands, and fub- 
mitted to be bound, infulted, fcourged, and crucified 
by thofe, whom he might have confounded or deftroyed 
in a moment. The blafphemous objection was urged 
againft him, “ He faved odiers, himfelf he cannot 
fave:” but we admire his unparalleled condefcenfion 
and grace, who, in ordes to fave others, refufed to fave 
himfelf, when it would have been cafy for him to 
have effeited it. Vain, in themfelves, would have 
been all the attempts of Jews and Romans, Priefts, 
Judges, and Soldiers, to detain him as a prifoner, or 
to put him to death in any way. He could have com¬ 
manded the alllflance of " more than twelve legions of 
Angels or, even by a word or a look, ftruck terror 
and confiifion into his ftrongeft adverfaries, as he did 
into fome of thofe who wei.t to apprehend him. Or 
again, he might have continued his exiftence, amidft 
all the agonies of crucifixion, and in Ipite of all the tor¬ 
tures they could have inflifted on him. For ** No 
man (faid he) taketh my life from me, but I lay it 
down of myfelf: I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take it again f.” Yet « He was brought 
as a lamb to the daughter, and as a Iheep before her 
Ihearers is dumb, fo he opened not his mouth J.” 

“Matt. XX vi. 53. t John X. 18. J Ifa. lili. 7. 
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Nor wU he ever repent of all that he has done or en¬ 
dured } but ** He fliall fee of the travail of his foul, 
and IhaJl be fatisfied *.’* 

This is a flibjeft, which calls for fomething more 
than the exercile of the tendereft feeling. It were 
eafy to declaim on the fufferings of Jefus, fo as to excite 
many tears. But he wants not our companion. Our 
warmeft gratitude, our moft fervent love he demands; 
and who, that underftands any thing of the crofs of 
Chrift, can withhold from him, what is fo juftly due ? 
We cannot forget, that it was for our fake he moft 
cheerfully fubmitted to drink of the bitter cup, and that 
he died, not to grarify the Jews, but to make h^f foul 
an offering for our fins. It becomes us, then, to weep, 
if not for Him, yet for ourfelves, with profound humi¬ 
liation on account of our own conduit, which has 
rendered fuch a facrifice expedient. But while we per- ^ 
ceive, that He was wounded for our tranlgreflions,” 
we will rejoice in his Salvation, and refolve to devote 
our ALL to Him, who “ laid down his life for us.” 

Years before purfuing the hiftory of Ifaac, we lhall 
Chrift, I 8j 7. greateft 

activity and vigour, a man of retirement and a re¬ 
markable calmnefs of fpirit. We are pleafed to dif- . 
cover fome evident figns of dutiful affedtion to his pa¬ 
rents, as weU as of piety towards God. He appears to 
have been a kind and tender obferver of his mother Sa¬ 
rah; and even when he had attained ^the age of forty 
years, he was not above feeling much diftrcls for her 

• Ifa. lili. II. 

N 3 ‘ Ibfi. 
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lofs. To his father he fcems to have left the impor¬ 
tant concern of choofing his companion, and moft readi¬ 
ly to have acquiefced in the prudent and religious defire 
of Abraham, to procure a wife for him, not among 
the idolatrous Canaanites, but among his own kindred, 
who were then, probably, brought to the knowledge of 
the true God*.—Is not this an ufeful admonition to 
young men, that they be not" heady and high-minded,” 
overbearing and infolent towards their parents, to whom 
they owe all their fupport ? Is it reafonable, is it grate¬ 
ful, to go contrary to dieir wife and pious direftions, 
or not to confult their wifhes, in a matter, on which fo 
much of the welfare an(Ji happinefs of the family may 
depend ? 

We pafs by the minute account, which is given us, 
of the way in which Rebekah was fought and obtained 
for Ifaac, obferving only the manner in which he was 
engaged, when flie was §rft conducted to him. “ He 
went out to meditate in the field, at the even-tide i” 
and, it is probable, this was his ufual pradtice.—Do 
we not all confcfs, that, in order to preferve the power, 
or enjoy the comforte, of religion, we muft be in the 
habits of retirement, meditation, and pr^er ? Let 
Ifaac, then, be propofed as an example. Perhaps the 
feafon here mentioned is particularly luitable for thefe 
purpofes: “ at even-tide,” in general, the mind will 
be beft dilpofed for fcrious and devout refledtions. But 
though the advantage and propriety of the duty be ac¬ 
knowledged, how few fet themfelves in earnefi; to 
the performance of it, or perfevere in it with vigour! 

• Gen. xxiv. I, Sec, 
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And to tills negle£t,may we not afcribe the levity 
and unfteadinefs, the ignorance and gloominefs of 
fome) who would be tliought to pay attention to their 
Ipiritual concerns ? Others, we perceive, ftudioufly 
avoid folitude and holy contemplation, and endeavour, 
to be in a continual round of diffipated company, in 
which every good impreflion nuy be effaced, and every 
pious refolution tofally forgotten. What can we expert 
from charafters of this kind ? We do not wonder, that 
the moft: folemn warnings are loft upon them, and that 
they trifle with their moft important interefts, whilft 
their minds are in a perpetual fludtuation. 

Years before ^ aftctwards, he, who had 

chr.ft,i8»2. jnourned for his mother, was called to* weep 
over his father’s grave. And in that laft a6t of filial 
duty, we rejoice to obferve the two rival brothers 
united. Ifaac and Iflimael met together for the burial 
of Abraham*. On fuch an occafion, furely, if not 
before, the quarrels, which may have been excited 
in a family, ftiould be laid afide, and all jealoufies and 
contentions ccafe. 

“ After the death of Abraham, God bleffed his fon 
Ifaac i”—blefled him, even as he had done Abraham, 
not only with a farge increafe of worldly fubftance, but 
alfo with abundant communications of grace, and with 
promifes and revelations of love and mercy. Ifaac, 
indeed, continued a ftranger and a pilgrim in the land 
of Canaan, dwelling in tents} and in fuch a ftate he 
could not but be expofed to peculiar linals and diftreffes. 


• Gen. XXV. 9, &c; 
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But “ by faith he fojoumcd thetci” and the Lord God^ 
of his fither was with him. 

Years before ^ccn cncouragcd to cxpcft a nu- 

Chrift,i838. n^crous ilTuc; but nearly twenty years elapf- 
ed, and there appeared no profpe< 5 t of a child. This 
was defigned to prove his feith and patience, and, pro¬ 
bably, was extremely painful. It muft have been a 
Iburce of afflifting doubts and fears, not on his own ac¬ 
count alone, but bn that of others. For had he been 
cut ofF without any offspring, the promife would have 
foiled, the Covenant itfelf had been broken. “ Ifaac, 
therefore, entreated the Lord for his wife, becaufe fhe 
was barren;” and, at length, to add the greater value 
to the gift, it was beftowed in anfwer to much prayer. 

The Lord was entreated of him.”—It will be well, 
if in ali our difficulties, we take the fame method for 
obtaining rcUeC This, and this alone, is fafe, is fure: 
all others may cover us >yith confufton. 

Two children were born to him at one time, conr 
cerning whom the divine purpofe was declared to the 
mother (and therefore we conclude, it was made 
known alfo to Ifoac), that « the elder fhould ferve the 
younger.” But here we are compeUed to remark and 
lament the weaknefs and foUy of a fond parent. A 
partiality appeared towards the elder fon Efou, and for 
a reafon too, which we might have wUhed to conceal, 
as being reproachful to this amiable charabter. Ifaac 
loved Efou, becaufe he did eat of his venifon.” Ah i 
how often has fome fuch low and carnal motive ope¬ 
rated even with good men, and betrayed them into an 
improper condud I What need wc have to watch, 
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every avenue of our fenfes, left any temptation, uiqiert 
ceived, find admilfion and overcome us! 

The preference given to Efau produced many very 
calamitous events, and, probably, laid the foundation 
for continual ftrife and hatred between the two bro¬ 
thers. What might increafe the diffenfion was, that 
Rebekah alfo had her favourite, and “ loyed Jacob,” 
fo as to difeover fome negledt of Efau.—Does not this 
hiftory, then, admonifh parents, to beware of form¬ 
ing an undue attachment to any branch of their far- 
mily ? Perhaps they may not be able to divide their 
affeftions with exaft equality; but tliey Ihould endea-r 
vour, at leaft, to refrain from a partial diftribution of 
the outward marks of their favour, if they defife that 
their children fhould either be happy with each other> 
or brmg any comfort to them. 

Years before Ks&c was 3 , man of trouble, though under 
phrift, 1804. immediate care of Heaven. In order to 
preferve life, it became neceffary for him to remove 
from Canaan, which was vifited with a grievous fa¬ 
mine; and, by the divine direftion, he took up his 
abode among the Philiftines^. Do we wonder, that 
He, “ to whom the promifes were made,” fhould be 
reduced to difficulties in procuring fuftenance for the 
body ? Is not this a common cafe ? Are not many 
of thofe, who are deareft to God, poor and afflict¬ 
ed, and fome, perhaps, in fear of perifhing by hunger ? 
An in^llible alTurance, indeed, is given them, that 
they fhall not want any manner of thing that' is good.” 
?ut their faith may be forely tried; and, for that very 


• Gen. xxvi, i. Sec, 
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end, they may be brouglit to fuch extremities, as to 
prove that they are willing to fulFer, and refign their 
All to God. May we be emboldened to call our care 
upon God, from the inftance before us! 

Ifaac w'as compelled to fojourn amongfl: a ftrange 
people. But, in the country of Philiftia, the prefence 
and blefling of God were manifeftly with him. The 
Lord himfclf appeared to him, to encourage his hope of 
protedlion and fiipport from Heaven, and to confirm 
die Covenant with him, as he had done with Abraham, 
whereby the Patriarch was taught to expeft the poffef- 
fion of die promifed land, a numerous progeny, and 
one Seed in particular, “ in whom all nations fhoiild be 
bleffcfi.”—Are we not ready to fay. If this God be our 
God, what have we to fear? If He will be with us to 
blefs us, w'e need not dread, cither a famine or the 
oppofition ofPhiliftines. 

But tUd not Ifaac's faith ftagger? Alas! where 
fliall we find an example of one, who has difeovered no 
marks of unbelief? We perceive feme grievous figns 
of human depravity, even in this eminent faint; and, 
what is remarkable, he fell into the very fame fin, 
which brouglit fo foul a ftain upon his father Abraham’s 
reputation. He was guilty of a mean and bafe equivo¬ 
cation concerning his wife, reprefenting her as liis fiftcr; 
and into that poor fubterfuge he was betrayed by a very 
dilhonourablc fufpicion of the Philiftines, and a cow¬ 
ardly apprehenfion of lofing his life; ** Ldl (feid he) 
they fhould kill mt for Rebekahj becaufe Ihe was feir 
to look upon.” In this condud we might point out 
many things wrong, and inconfiftent with his general 

charaftcr. 
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charafter. The fdeirin declaration of God, that He 
would be with him suid Wefs him, fhould have inlpired 
him with greater courage, and preferved him in a more 
fieadfaft and entire dep»idence. But alas! both pre¬ 
cepts and promifes, of chemfelves, are inelFedtual to 
reftrain the corruptions of the heart. It pleafes God to 
leave his people, at times, to a very painful experience 
of their own finfulnels, to teach them the continual 
peed they have of his pardoning and fandiifying grace. 
May we ever remember, where our fecurity is! 

It muft have been an humbling circumftance to Ilaac, 
to be reproved, for his ungenerous fuipicions and mean 
prevarications, by an heathei} prince. And may wc 
not fay to all thofe, who profefs godlinefs, O bbwar^ 
left your ignorant and even profane neighbours fliould 
have a fimilar occafion to reprehend you ? They can¬ 
not enter into your fentiments and principles j but they 
can underftand clearly what your tempers and practice 
ought to be, and they will be forward enough to re¬ 
proach you for the inconfiftency of your conduit. 

Ifaac had fallen j yet the favour o( God was not 
withdrawn from him. During his refidence in Philifti^ 
he was ble&d with a rapid and ^onilhing increafe of 
wealth. " The man waxed great, and went forward, 
and grew until he became very great. For he had pof- 
folTion of Hocks, and poHeHioh of herds, and great 
ftore of fervants.” Do we not perceive, that “ the 
Lord maketh rich ?” " The earth is His, and the 
folnels thereof.” Be content, then,* to leave the care 
and the difpofal of your affairs to Him. If riches be 
expedient for you, it will be ho difficult matter for him 
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to beftow them upon you, to the utmoft extent of your 
■wifhes. But if you have a larger lharc of worldly prof- 
perity, your anxieties and diftreffes will, probably, be 
augmented in proportion. The growing affluence of 
Ifaac loon excited the attention and the jealouly of the 
Philiftines. They regarded him with an envious eye, 
and, in order to drive him from their country, they en¬ 
deavoured to render his fituation as inconvenient and 
as ui^leafant as they could, by Hopping up his wells 
of water. To one of fo peaceful and gentle a dilpoll- 
tion, their contentious fpirit mull have been extremely 
painful. But, though wearied with the iiyurious treat¬ 
ment of men, and haralTed by them from place to place, 
he was comforted by the gracious promifes of God, 
who appeared to him at Beerlheba, encouraged him to 
difmifs his fears, and gave him the repeated alTurance 
of His prefence and blefling.. To commemorate the 
divine condefcenfion, ai\d cred: a monument of his 
gratitude, as well as to perform an ad of public wor- 
ihip, and openly declare his fentiments of religion, the 
pious Patriarch “ builded an altar, and called on tlic 
name of the Lord,” in that Ipot, where he had been 
fo highly favoured. There alfo the Lord put an honour 
upon him, “in the fight of the tutions,” and con- 
ftrained the very Philiftines, who had thruft him from 
them, to folicit his alliance. The King, attended by 
his friend and the chief captain of his army, came to 
him, and confefled, that the Lord was with him of a 
truth. Nor did itaac retain any fentiments of anger or 
■evenge againft them, for the cruelty and injuftice with 
which he had be^ treated, but courtcoofly received his 

3 poblc 
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noble vifitants, arid entered into a folemn league with 
them. 

Let thofe, who fear God> commit their caufe intd 
his hands. In fuch a world as this, it will be no wori- 
der if they meet with feme feverc trials from the per- 
verfe tempers of unreafonable and ungodly men. The 
pride, covetoufnefs, or envy of llich perfons will ftir 
up ftrife; and the meek-ipirited will be the objefts of 
their refentment and oppreflion. Shall we not fay to 
them, who are thus expofed to the feoffs or rage of 
perfecutors, as our Lord to his difciple^“In yotir 
patience polTefs ye your fouls * ? ” Be afraid of difeo* 
vering the fame difpofition as your oppofers; but, like 
Ifaac, rather recede from, than ftrenusTafly infiA orf, 
even your juft claims. Whatever contempt or injury 
you may fuffer from finners, the Lord is on your fide; 
his comforts fhall refrefh you: and while you “abide 
patiently upon Him,” He will reftrain the fury of your 
aiemies, and make you refpedtable before them. This 
he did for Ifaac. Only be you careful to tread in the 
fteps of the Patriarch; be not afhamed of your religion; 
let it be known, whom you ferve: fet up an altar to 
the God of heaven; and not only worlhip there your- 
felves, but call upon others alfo to job in your de¬ 
votions. 

Ifaac had troubles of another fort, which we haften 
to confider; Ibme in his own perfon, and fome b his 
family. A Ipace of forty years, b the latter part of 
his life, is palled over, during which no remarkable 
event is recorded; and for more than that period, he 
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was aiiUded with total Uindneis. In &ch a ibte« 
cut off from many of the comforts of fociety, he not 
only flood in need of continual afliftanee from others, 
but was liable to be impofcd on by any deceits, they 
might wifh to put upon him. It is mortifying to the 
pride of our nature, to be reduced to fo helplefs a fitua- 
tion, as to be almoft entirely at the will of an unfaithful 
attendant, or an infr(hoas Relation. Yet fuch was the 
cafe of this eminent fervant of God. 

We mentioned'his domeflic troubles. It will be re- 
colledled, tlwt Ifaac had a favourite fon, who proved, 
as moft favourite children do, the caufe of much forrow. 
Efau difcovered a proi^ne difpofition in felling his 
birth-Hght; ain^, even in riper years, had given clear 
marks of an irreligious mind, in forming connexions by 
marriage with the idolatrous Canaanites. This circum- 
ftance had been mofl diftrefling to the pious father, who 
yet, with all the folly which arifes from a bHnd parti¬ 
ality, not only continued attached to his fon, but for¬ 
getful, as it fhould feem, of the divine declaration, 
defired to give him the precedency in the fomily, to 
cflablifh him in all the privileges of the firft born, and 
to leave with him the peculiar blcfling of the Covenant, 
which he himfelf had received from Abraham. 

Years before When therefore it appeared from his age 
chnft,i76o. infirmities, that Ifaac might not 

long furvive, with an intentitm, not merely to fettle hfe 
temporal affairs, but to commend lus beloved child to 
the favour of G6d, he called for Efkuj and exprefled 
his wifhes to blefs him, before his death *. We fbr- 


* Gen. xxvii. i. See. 
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bear to dwell upon the repaft, which Ifaac direfted 
Efau to ptovide, “ the favoury meat which he loved,” 
and the very diftioneft method, by which Rebelcah 
impofed upon her hufband, and die repeated falfehoods, 
with which Jacob endeavoured to conceal the fraud. 
The account of the tranfadion, which is related with 
inimitable fimplicity, muft very forcibly ftrike the 
paflions of every reader. But fuffice it, in this place, 
to obferve, Aat, while all the different parties foliow«i 
their own devices, the purpofe of God was neverdielefs 
fulfilled j and the benedidion, containing the peculiar 
promifes of the Covenant, was pronounced upon Jacob, 
much againft the father’s defigrj. When Efau came to 
claim the blelBng, the cheat was difeovered; but the 
word could not be revoked. Nay probably, Ifaac, 
immediately perceiving dte hand of God overruling 
this event, was not more diftreffed by the treachery of 
Jacob, than by his own folly,^ in having attempted to 
fruftrate the cotinfel of God, " that the elder fhould 
ferve the younger.” “ Ele trembled very exceedingly i” 
but, notwitliftanding Efau’s prefling folicitations, and 
his own paternal fondnefs for him> he was conftrained to 
confirm the fentence, and leave the birth-right with his 
younger fon. 

The ftory is moft inftrudive, as well as affeding. 
We cannot fail to remark, that parents are generally 
punifhed for their partiality to their offspring. What 
elfe can be expeded but continual jealoufies and ftrife in 
their families, where one is undeferve(3ly preferred be¬ 
fore another ? Their plans of fettling their favourite 
child, in this or the other way, will probably be de¬ 
feated. 
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ftated, and they will read their fin in their own Httci’ 
ililappointment and confufion. But, though “ there 
are many devices in a man’s heart, the counfel of the 
Lord, that fhall ftand Let us not foolifhly endea- 
TOur to eftablifli our own fehemes, without feeking 
direfhion from Him. And, whatever be his purpofci 
kt us bow before him^ with perfeft acquiefcence in hiS 
dilpofal both of ourfelves and our houfeholdsj defiring 
that we may know and do his wilL 

It became neceflary to feparate the two brothers, iii 
order to prevent the murderous defigns of Efau, whd 
avowed, that he waited Only for his father’s death, to 
deftroy Jacob. Ifaac, thereforcj fent away his Ton, 
who was now declared to be “ the heir of promife,” 
with a folemn charge to take a wife, not of the daugh¬ 
ters of Canaan, but of his mother’s kindred, and, with 
moft earneft and devout fupplications for him, he con¬ 
firmed the benedidionj fie had before unwittingly given 
him f. In tlie midft of Ifaac’s weaknefs, then, we pef- 
ceive the exercife of a ftrong faith. He had no doubt 
of the fccurity of the Covenant, yet though firmly per- 
luaded of the truth of all the promifes, he was mifled 
by an ill direfted afFeftion. We allow the validity of 
that teftimony; ‘'By faith Ifaac blelTed Jacob and 
Efau concerning things to come 

We have only to add, diat his life, now rendered 
uncomfortable by bodily infirmities and domeftic broils, 
was ftill protrafted to a confiderable length. He lived 
till Jacob returned from Mefopotamiaj with anume- 

• Prov. xix. 21. t Gen. xxviii. i, Sec, J Heh. «. 20; 
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rolls family and in great profperity. It Ihould fecm 

Years before wltncflfed a reconciliation be- 

.cbritt,i7r6. his two fons, and then died at the 

advanced age of one hundred and eighty years *. 
Thus the days of his pilgrimage were ended, and he 
was called to take pofleflion of the heavenly Canaan, 
where all the chofen feed will fhortly meet. Be it 
our concern to follow him, and to rejoice, amidlt all 
our painful trials upon earth, in the hope of coming 
to the general aflembly and church of the firft-born, 
which are enrolled in heaven.” 

• Gen. xxxt. 27—29, 
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JACOB. 

C H A r. IX. 

SECT. I. 

Jacob, chojen of God—-his mother's favourite—pur chafed 

Efau's birthright—obtained his fathes-'s bmeditlion — 

fled from Ffau—his vifion at Bethel—catne to Laban —> 

married Leah, then Rachel—incrcafed in fubfance — 

fled from Laban. 

« 

The records of facrcd hiftory, which we arc now 
examining, do not furnilh us with accounts of power¬ 
ful and extenfive empires, or defcribe tlie achieve¬ 
ments of mighty conquerors, in the bloody victories 
which they obtained, and the deiblations which they 
Ipread from kingdom to kingdom. We are not 
conduced to fuch fcenes of grandeur and gaiety, as 
the world generally admire. We are called, not into 
kings’ palaces, but into the Ihepherd’s tent. Yet hereby 
we are inftrufted in events of the greateft importance 
to mankind. We behold the means, by which God 
vouchfafed to communicate and preferve the knowledge 
of himfeif in the earth. We accompany, through its 
various trials and removals, the litde fociety of his 
Church, dearer to him than the moft exalted Monarchs, 
or the wifeft Philofophers. We perceive the counfels 
of mercy towards our fallen race gradually unfolded; 

and 
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and our eyes are gladdened with the glorious light of 
the Sun of righteoufnefs, breaking forth out of the 
midft of darknefs, to illuminate this poor benighted 
globej and “ ftiining more and more unto a perfed 
day.” 

God was pleafed to make choice of one family, in 
which he depofited the facred treafury of his truth: 
and herein we obferve Three, of more diftinguilhed 
rank than the reft, whofe names the High and Lofty 
One condefcended to enrol with his own, and to infert 
in that Title, which He affumed to himfelf, as being 
expreffive of his grace and faidifulnefs to all genera¬ 
tions,—“ The God of AbralJam, of Ifaac, and gf Ja¬ 
cob.” Two of thefe we have already confideredj and 
the third is now to come under our review. 

Jacob was a ftranger and a fojourner as his fathers 
were; and therefore, from his fituation in life, and 
his unadorned manners, he may not be likely to attraft 
the notice of the prefent age, which boafts of its po- 
litenefs and refinement. But he will appear to be a 
charafter of real eminence, if we attend to the marks 
of genuine piety which he difcovered, and to the ho¬ 
nour which God put upon him. He was, in a pecu¬ 
liar fenfe, the root of the Jewifh nation, inafmuch as 
from the feveral branches of his family fprang the twelve 
tribes. He was an illuftrious progenitor of the Mef- 
fiah, whom he prefigured, and who is alfo fometimes 
fpoken of under his name. From him too, all the holy 
feed, and the children of God in every generation, arc 
called—“The feed of Jacob,”—The Ifraclof God.” 

O 2 This 
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This hiftory will exhibit fome ftriking proofs of a 
divine Providence j the controlling influence of which, 
in its various defigns and operations, will be moft evi¬ 
dently perceived throughout the life of Jacob. May 
we remember, that we are under the fame governance, 
at the entire difpofal of the fame Almighty Sovereign! 
Suffice it for us, though our pilgrimage fliould be, like 
his, mofl; affiiftivf, that “ The mighty God of Jacob”^ 
is engaged to help us. 

In our refiedlions upon tlris character, W'e propofe to 
accompany the Patriarch through the difierent fitua- 
tions, in which he was placed,—in his father’s family, 
—in Melbpotamia,—upon his return to Canaan,— 
and ih the land of Eg)"pt. We confider him firft, then> 
in his father’s family. 

Years be fore The facred records begin their account of 

chrift, iSjS. even previoufly to his birth. He was 

given in anfwer to much prayer, that in him the holy 
feed might be continued, and the Covenant eftabliffied. 
PTau, indeed, feemed to have, at leaft, an equal 
claim to the bleffmg, as a child of the fame parent; 
or I'ather, as being the elder, he might have pleaded, 
that, by the right of primogeniture, he ought to have 
a preference to Jacob. But while they were yet in 
their mother’s womb, the divine coiuifel was made 
known to her, tliat the two fons, fhe Ihould bring 
forth, were defigned to be the heads of tvs’O mighty na¬ 
tions, who would differ in their manners and flrugglc 
for the fuperiority; and yet, that, contraiy to the ge¬ 
neral mode of difpenfing the pofleffions of a family, 

tltc 
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the dominion fhould go to the younger, and the inhe¬ 
ritance be entailed upon him*. 

This circumftance, which might have appeared tri¬ 
fling in our view, is repeatedly introduced in the fcrip- 
tures, and fome important inftrudions are drawn from 
it. “ Known unto God are all his works from the be¬ 
ginning of the worldfj” nor does he merely forefee, 
but fore-ordain, determining to men die bounds of 
their habitation ij:, and diftrihuting his favours, tempo¬ 
ral and fpiritual, not as we might conjcdlure or pre- 
fcribe, but after the counfel of his own will§.” As 
far as the prophecy related to the children themfelves, 
the fequel of their hiftory will, fhew the completion of 
it; and as far as it concerned their refpeftive pofteri- 
ties, it had its accomplifliment in the reduftion of the 
Edomites under the power of the Jews. The whole 
nation, then, which defccnded from Jacob, were a 
cjiofen people, the eled: of G§d, according to this an¬ 
cient predidion: and Malachi reminds diem of their 
obligations, in that they were appointed to peculiar 
privileges, by the fovereign will and rich mercy of God 
alone ||. But St, Paul extends the fubjed, and makes 
application of it, to illuftrate the free and undeferved 
eledion of believers to the ineftimable bleilings of the 
Golpclf. According to this dodrine, in every cafe, 
as well as in that before us, if any are favoured in 
preference to others, it muft be aferibed, not to hu¬ 
man merit, but to the wife and holy determination of 

• Gen. XXV, 21—23. t Afls xv. 18. J xvii. 26, 

$ Eph. i. II. II Mai. i. 3. f Rom.ix, 10—13. 
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the fupreme Lord of all, who is not accountable to us 
for any of his matters,” and who declares, “ I will 
fhew mercy, on whom I will (hew mercy No dif- 
tindions of birth or education, no outward profeffions, 
no boafted righteoufnels of our own, wiU entide us to 
the regard of a holy God, or fecure to us the falvation 
of Jefus. Many are partakers of this grace, who feem, 
like Jacob, inferior in feveral refpeds to fome who 
“ come Ihort of it:” and. all, who are faved, mull ac¬ 
knowledge, with warmeft affedions of love and grati¬ 
tude to God, “ He hath faved us, and called us with 
an holy calling, not according to our works, but ac¬ 
cording to his own pyrpole and grace, which was 
given us in Chrift Jefus, before the world began f.” 

A fubjed tliis is, of all others, the moll humbling 
to man, and therefore the moft likely to excite the 
ftrongeft oppofition. We do not undertake a defence 
of the divine procedure, which is far above all our 
comments. It remains to be juftified in fome future 
day, when all will be compelled to own, Righteous 
art thou, O Lord •, juft and true are thy ways, thou 
King of faints!” In the mean time, let our proud 
reafonings be reftrained. Whatever objedions we may 
bring, one queftion is enough to filence all, “ Nay 
but, O man, who art thou, that replieft againft 
GodJ?” 

The two children of Ifaac foon difeovered very 
different difpolitions, according to the previous intima¬ 
tion given concerning them, Efau was bold, adive, 
and enterprifmgi Jacob meek, and fedate, more fuited 

* Exod. xxxili. 19. f ? Tim. i. 9, J Rom. ix. 20. 
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to domeftic employments. Efau was a cunning 
hunter, a man of tlxe field j and Jacob was a plain 
man dwelling in tents*." It has been already re¬ 
marked, diat the younger fon was the motlier’s fe- 
vourite, not merely as being more at home and ob- 
fervant of her, but, w-e apprehend, becaufe of the pre¬ 
cedency, which God had defigned for him. And to 
her full confidence of this, we are willing to impute 
her fucceeding condufV, though moft blameable. It is 
alfo probable, that Ihe acquainted her beloved child 
with the purpofes of God in his behalf, and that he 
was influenced by an expeftation of the divine promife, 
in that behaviour towards EJau, which now comes 
under our confideration. 

Years before When they wcrc advanced to a ftate of 
chrut,iSo5. j^anhood, Jacob fixed his eye upon the 
birthright, which Efau, as he made light of it, was 
eafily perfuaded to renounce. ^ An opportunity ofiered 
for accomplilhing Jacob’s defire. Efau, wearied with 
hunting, and enfeebled with hunger, coveted his bro¬ 
ther’s pottage, and, through impatience for the grati¬ 
fication of his appetite, confented to give up the privi¬ 
leges, to which he was entitled as the firft born. On 
this account he is condemned as “ a profane perfon,” 
and we are admonifhed from his example to beware, 
left we alfo defpife and barter away, for fome fenfual 
indulgence, the peculiar bleflings which we enjoy under 
the Golpelf.—But what opinion fhall we form of 
Jacob’s conduft? Tire objeft, he had in view, was 
indeed moft excellent i yet he is not thereby juftified 

f Heb. xii. i 6 , 17. 
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in ufing any un&ir method to obtain it. The divine 
counfel had intended it for him; but it became him to 
wait, in God’s way, for the completion of his wiflies.- 
We cannot reconcile it with brotherly love, and true 
difinterefted afTedtion, that he fhould take advantage of 
Efau’s neceflity, to prevail upon him to make a concef- 
fion fo prejudicial to himfelf*. But, whatever Jacob 
was, we know that we ought to poflefs that charity, 

which ieeketh not her own,” and to “ look every 
man alfo on the things of others.” 

Years before From that time a confiderable Ipace elapA- 
chrifl, 1760. Qf are no memorials left in 

Jacob’s hiftory. He was ftill in his father’s family* 
and probably, fatisfied with the eafe and quiet of do- 
meftic life, he might not experience any changes or 
events of great importance. But we are now haften^ 
ing to one tranfadion of peculiar moment, which gave 
rife to the principal occurrences, which he afterwards 
met with. 

When Ifaac propofed to bequeath the blefling to 
Efau, Rebekah fuggefted a plan to Jacob, by which 
he might impofe himfelf, for his elder brother, upon 
his aged parent, and tiius by a fallacy obtain the bene^ 

• The firft-born was not only eptitle^ to a larger lhare of power, 
and a double portion of his father’s goods, but, what is eipecially 
to be noted, he was the prieft of the family, and prefided in the 
offices of religion. In the cafe before us, it feems alfo to have 
been underftood, that « The blcffing of Abraham,” refpeaing 
the proraifed Saviour# would go in the fame line with the birth¬ 
right. We do not wonder, then, that, on this account, one of a 
pious difpofition Ihould fet a high value upon it, and that He is 
marked as a profane perfon, who defpifed it. 
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diftion*. Jacob, though deterred by the fear of 
deteftion, was inftigated to it by his mother; and after 
he had once embarked in the fcheme, we wonder not, 
that he perfevered in it through the moft detellable 
falfehoods. We are, indeed, ftrudk with horror to 
hear one lie added to another, and the facrcd name of 
God introduced, as it were, to fandtify the cheat. But 
we are aware of the deceitfulnefs of fin j and we ap¬ 
prehend, that, in general, finners go far greater lengths, 
than they intended at firft, or thought themfelves capa¬ 
ble of going. It was not enough for him to praftile 
the fraud of appearing in his brother’s raiment, nor 
even to violate the truth in tbq moft diredt terms, fay¬ 
ing, “ I am Efau, thy firft-born j — I have done ac¬ 
cording as thou badeft me:” but, when queftioned 
as to the quicknefs with which he had obtained the 
venifon, he prefumptuoufly and profanely, yet with an 
air of fandlity, replied, “ The Lord thy God brought 
it to me.” And again, when interrogated more clofely 
by the fulpcdling father, “ Art thou my veiy fon 
Efau?” he laid, “ I am.” 

We attempt not a juftification of fuch infidious con- 
dudt as this. Let it meet with the abhorrence it deferves; 
and let odiers beware of adting the fame treacherous 
part. We are willing to give Jacob the credit of Ibmc 
good wilhes and pious intentions. He aimed at that, 
which was in itfelf defirable and valuable, in a reli¬ 
gious view. But we abominate the ungenerous and 
very dilhoneft means by which he effedbed his purpofe. 
J-et not the principle, of “ doing evil that good may 

* Cpn, xxvii, I, &c. 
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come,” be adopted, in any circiimftances whatever, 
by thofe who profefs real godlinefs. Nor let thofe, 
who are afraid of being betrayed into grofs enormi¬ 
ties, allow themfelves to deviate one ftep from the 
paths of reditude. If we tranfgrefs at all, we Ihall be 
tempted to hide our fault, by having recourfe to falfe- 
hood: and one lie, we have feen, prepares the way 
for another. A fecond and a third mull be told to 
conceal the firft. Who can fay, where we fhall be 
able to flop ? 

We freely cenfure the fon, but we conceive the mo¬ 
ther to be more blameable. She planned the fcheme, 
and was the main aftrefs, in it. She propofed the cheat, 
and encouraged Jacob to adopt it. The cafe is moft 
awful j and yet, we fear, it frequently occurs. Parents 
are, every where, training up their children in the 
practice of fraud and hypocrify, as in the prefent in- 
llance, for the fake of advantage. Is not this, indeed, 
the grand defign of polite education, to initiate young 
perfons in the arts of diflimulation, in order, as it is 
faid, that they may make their way in the world ? 

Pofllbly both Rebekah and Jacob might have a re¬ 
gard to the intimation, which had been given from Hea¬ 
ven concerning the precedency of the younger fon. 
But is it for us to haften, or by our foolifh contriv¬ 
ances to bring into effcft, the divine counfel ? Our 
impatient defires to accomplifh the purpofes of God 
arife from unbelief, and, though they may be fuffered 
to fucceed, tend rather to enibarrafs than relieve us. 
No promife in tlie Bible will ever juftify us in any the 
fmallefl; deviation from what is right. Let us leave to 

God 
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God the management of his own concerns, and fubmit 
to him the time, as weU as the way, of executing his 
defigns. True faith will teach us to wait patientiy 
upon Him for “ he, that believeth, (hall not make 
hafte.’’ 

Yet we are conftrained, upon this fubjeft, to ad¬ 
mire the over-ruling providence of God, who can or¬ 
der the ftubbom wills of men, and even employ their 
finfiil paflTions, to promote the ends of his government, 
without any impeachment of his own holy charader. 
How aftonifliing is that influence, which he exercifes 
upon the minds of free agents! They fulfil their own 
choice, and are accountable tq him for their condudj 
and, at the fame time, he fo difpofes their hearts, as 
to determine all events, and “ to do all his pleafiire.” 
Such is the refledion of the pious Bifhop Hall; “ God 
does frequently accomplifh his righteous will by our 
weakneflTes; yet neither thereby juftifying our infirmi¬ 
ties, nor blemifhing his own adions.” 

The blefling was obtained by Jacob, who appeared 
in the habit of his elder brother. Ifaac was permitted 
to be impofed on, and difappointed in his expeda- 
tion, that the purpofe of God might fbnd. Yet, 
though deceived as to the objed, miftaking one fon for 
another, he fpake the language of infpiration, and his 
tongue was direded by an unerring wifdom, while he 
pronounced, that the divine benedidion fhould accom¬ 
pany the perfon before him. Whatever temporal fa¬ 
vours might hereby be intended for Jacob and his 
pofterity, as wealth, honour, and fovereign authority; 
the peculiar privileges of the Covenant were certainly 

meant 
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meant to be entailed upon him, and it was implied in 
the fentcnce, that the Mefliah, “He that lhall have 
dominion*,” would come out of his loins, and the 
Church of God defcend from him. 

This high diftin£tion would have been conferred 
upon him, in a way more reputable to himfclf, had he 
been content to have waited for it. Though he at¬ 
tained the object of his wilhes, the lequel will Ihew how 
he was punifhed for his deceit. Very foon afterwards, 
he had occafion to tremble for his fafety. Efau be¬ 
came his enemy, and avowed his intentions of murder. 
Jacob was, therefore, banifhed from his father’s houfe, 
in order to preferve his,life; and, as if he had been a 
lofer by the blefllng, he was immediately compelled to 
be an outcaft and an exile, h’.ven his indulgent mo- 
tlier, Rebckah, propofed that her favourite fon fhould 
be fent away to her native country, upon the pretence 
of his marrying among her kindred, but chiefly that he 
might be fccured from his brother’s rage. Ifaac con- 
fented to the plan, and difmilTed Jacob in a moft affec¬ 
tionate and devout manner, cliarging him not to be 
connected with the idolatrous Canaanites, but to feek 
a wife out of Laban’s family in Mefopotamiaf. The 
benedidlion, before pronounced, was again folemnly 
confirmed ; he was acknowledged “ The Heir of the 
promile,” and prayers were offered up for his welfare 
and profperity. Yet behold, what a trial of his faith! 
I'hough the Covenant was eftablifhed in liim, he was 
reduced to a mofl'friendlefs and deftitute condition, and 
expofed to various perils and feverities. He was obliged 

• Numb. xxiv. 19. t Gen, xxviii. i, &c. 
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to depart, without fo mijch as one attendant, and, 
thus utterly unprovided, to enter upon a journey, 
w'hich would have been truly formidable, from the 
length and dangers of it, in the moft favourable cir- 
cumftances. 

The queftion arifes, “ How lhall we account for 
Jacob’s difmifllon in fo forlorn and defencelels a date? 
Or how lhall we acquit either the father or the mother 
of inattention and cruelty towards him?” It may be 
replied, Perhaps it was necelTary for him to fly away 
in hafte, and in a fecret manner, to elude the obferva- 
tion of Efau, who might otherwile have laid wait for 
him, to deftroy him. And from this confideration 
his parents might cheerfully commend him to the care 
and proteftion of God, in firm dependence upon the 
promife. 

Shall we advert to the peculiar defigns of Providence 
in feparating Jacob from his,neareft friends and his 
native country, to be a fervant in a very diftant land, 
and for a long (pace of time ? It has been intimated 
already, that he brought the diftrefs upon himfelf by 
his own treacherous conduftj and therefore whatever 
fufferings might follow, they Ihould be accounted as a 
juft punilhment inflidted on him for his deceit. But 
an additional reafon may be fuggefted. He was to be 
prepared for future fervicesj and to this end it was ap¬ 
pointed, that he Ihould learn that wifdom in the fchool 
of adverfity, which he feemed unlikely to attain in his 
former domeftic fituation, under the eye of a fond 
modier. In general, we obferve that thofe, whom 
God mtends to , fill up any diftinguUhed ftation in his 
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Church, are previoufly fitted for it by moft painful 
trials. Let the hope, then, of receiving much fpiritual 
advantage reconcile us to the fevereft affliftions. The 
Lord God may promote our higheft interefts by thofe 
very dilpenfations, which we dread or complain of as 
the heavieft evils. 

We are now called to accompany the exiled Patri¬ 
arch, through wild and inhofpitable deferts, for a journey 
of more than four hundred miles. Litde is told us of 
what befell him by the way. We are required to ftop 
with him only at one place, which was ever afterwards 
rendered famous by what happened to him at that time. 
The poor benighted traveller was conftrained to lie 
down to reft, in a moft defcncelefs fituation, with no 
better accommodation than the cold earth for his bed, 
and a ftone for his pillow. But this was a feafon to 
be much remembered, probably the happieft period in 
his life. The ground pn which he lay, feemed to be 
confecrated by the remarkable tranfaftions of that night, 
and thence obtained tire fignificant name of Bethel, or 
tire houfe of God. While he flept, he was favoured 
with a moft Angular vifion, in which his devout afto- 
nilliment was excited, as well by the glorious ap¬ 
pearance which he law, as by the words which were 
fpoken to him. He clearly perceived a communication 
carried on between heaven and earth, by means of a 
company of bright fpirits, the Angels of God, afcend- 
ing and dcfcending upon a ladder, which joined this 
lower world to tKc world above; and at the top there- 
ofj as direfting and controlling the whole, ftood the 
Lord God Almighty, manifcfting fome outward token 
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of his majefly. While Jacob contemplated die won¬ 
drous fight, a voice was heard from the excellent 
■glory, addrefied immediately to him. The benedic¬ 
tion, his fatlier had pronounced, was then confirmed 
to him by God himfclf, who declared, that the very 
land, on which he flept, fliould be given for a poflef- 
fion to him and to his feed, which Ihould be nume¬ 
rous “ as the dull of the earth,” and that One of his 
pofterity in particular (the very Saviour promifedfrom 
the beginning) fhould be raifed up, to be an extenfive 
blefling, even to all the different families of the hu¬ 
man race. The Lord added, that in every place He 
himfclf would be with him, to protect and prolper him, 
would condudl him back again to Canaan, arid not 
leave him, till he had fully accomplilhed his purpofes 
of mercy concerning him. 

Jacob awoke, confcfied the prefence of the Godhead, 
and felt an imprcflion of the moll profound reverence, 
when he confidered before whom he flood. Conflrain- 
ed by a fenfe of the divine goodnefs, and encouraged by 
thefe alTurances of favour, he raifed a monument of 
gratitude, the very ftone on which his head had refted, 
and took of the -oil, which was probably part of his 
fcanty provifions, to confecrate the pillar to God. 
There alfo, he bound himfelf by the moll folemn en¬ 
gagements, to “ avouch the Lord to be his God,” to 
worlhip Him in that very place, upon his return to 
Canaan, and to devote to His fervice the tenth part of 
all his fubftance. 

We cannot but perceive, that the confolations, here 
adminiftered, were exadlly fuited to relieve the diflreffes 
7 of 
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of Jacob: nor can we doubt, that, after what he had 
feen and heard that night, he proceeded upon his jour¬ 
ney with cheerfulnefs and vigour. The vifion of the 
ladder, reaching from earth to heaven, feemed intended 
to reprefent the divine Providence eng^ed for his be¬ 
nefit, and making ufe of the miniftry of Angels to pre- 
ferve and blels him. This was furdier explained and 
confirmed by the exprefs declaration of God. And 
after fuch an afllirance, what had Jacob to fear? May 
we not alk alfo. Have not Believers, in every age, the 
fame ground of confidence? Is not the God of Jacob 
bound by his own promife to be their God ? Under a 
firm perfuafion, then, vf this great truth, they may 
rejoice, and fing, God is our refuge and ftrength, a 
very prefent help in trouble. Therefore will we not fear, 
though the earth be removed, and though tlie moun¬ 
tains be carried into 'the midft of the fea. The Lord of 
hofts is with us, the Gjod of Jacob is our reflige*.” 
It is likewife generally found, and it is a delightful 
thought, that the Lord affords his people feafonable 
relief, and that when outward comforts are withdrawn, 
then in a peculiar manner He manifefts his love and 
prefence with them, and makes all confolations to 
abound in them by the Holy Ghoft. 

What Jacob faw in this vifion, is flill more clearly 
reprefented to us in the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift. By 
Him alone, a communication is opened between God 
and finners. The righteous Lord can now come down 
to us. in mercy, and we can afeend up to him, through 
the mediation -of his Son. To bring into effed his 
• Pfal. xlvi. I, z, 7. 
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counfel of peace,” he employs the fervices of Angels, 
who not only ** afcended and defcended upon the Son 
of roan,” during his abode on earth, but are com- 
miflioned with the mod gracious emballies, and, even to 
this day, " fent forth tq miniftcr for them who (hall be 
heirs of falvation 

It has been fuppofed by fome, and with much pro¬ 
bability, that in the remarkable night, of which we 
arc fpeaking, an important change took place in Jacob’s 
charafler, and that he then firft became acquainted 
with true religion, and poffefTed of right principles. 
However this might be, we certainly obferve a greater 
confiftency of conduft in him, from that time j and, 
whatever he had been before, it will appear, that, 
from this folemn dedication of himfelf to God, he 
continued faithful to his vows, and walked fteadfaftly in 
the Covenant. 

How neceflary is the inquiry,^ Are we devoted to the 
Lord ? Or, have we ever ferioufly entered upon a reli¬ 
gious life ? Have we given up ourfelves unfeignedly 
to Him, who made us ? In dependence on his own 
promife, have we “ avouched. the Lord to be our 
God ?” Then, like Jacob, we muft maintain a holy 
conftancy in his ways, and labour to fulfil our engage¬ 
ments. But ah ! we obferve, that many reft fatisfied 
in an external profefllon of godlinefs, and mod awfully 
deceive themfelves and others. How numerous the 
tribe of formalifts and hypocrites, who fay, They are the 
[x)rd’s, and yet exprefs no real earneftnefs to pleale 
him! 

• John i. 51. H«b. i. 14. 
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In accompanying Jacob through the remainder of 
his long and dangerous journey, we meet with no other 
incidents to detain us. He travelled in fafety under 
the divine proteftion, and was condudbed to the very 
place he aimed at, where Lal^n, his mother’s bro¬ 
ther, dwelt *■. We cannot help remarking, that cir- 
cumflances, which may be thought trifling and acci¬ 
dental, frequently determine a man’s conduft and fitu- 
ation through the moft important parts of his life. 
Thus it was with Jacob. His firft meeting with Ra¬ 
chel in the field, to whom he tendered his kind fervices 
in watering her father’s flocks, probably decided his 
future fortune in that country. It fliould feem, that 
his Heart was immediately attached to her, and that his 
attention was recompenfed with a fuitable return of af- 
fedion. He was received by Laban with great appear¬ 
ance of frlendlhip and efleem ; but Laban, wbofe dif- 
pofition was that of a fordid, oppreffive miler, endea¬ 
voured only to make an advantage of his Relation. 
Moft readily, therefore, he embraced Jacob’s propofal 
to ferve him for feven years, on condition of obtaining 
his beloved Rachel to wife. The paflion of Jacob was 
honourable, and what he did not ftudy to conceal: and 
though the fervitude, to which fie had bound himfelf, 
was moft fevere and rigorous, it was fweetened by his 
intercourfe with Rachel, and by the prolped of foon 
completing his wiftjcs. “ The feven years feemed 
unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her.” 
But, at the ejJpiration of the period, he was difap- 
pointed of the objed of his defire, by the bafe artifice 
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of her father, who contrived to fecurc to himfelf the 
very profitable fervice of his nephew. Inftead of Ra¬ 
chel, therefore, Leah was impofed upon Jacob. 

• Tlie conduft of Laban we muft condemn as trea¬ 
cherous and bafe, in fcvery view j but can we forbear 
obfcrving, that, in the providence of God, this was 
defigned to be a juft punilhment to Jacob, for his own 
infidious treatment of his brother ? He, who had prac- 
tifed deceit, was now made to feel the evil of it, in a 
moft painful manner. Nor is it an unfrequent cafe; 
and it is wifely ordered by the righteous Governor of 
all, that finners are feverely fcourged for their wicked- 
nefs, by fufFering the very fame diftreffes, which^they 
have brought upon others. May we learn to be cir- 
cumfpeft in all things ! 

We cannot juftify Jacob in adding one wife to an¬ 
other ; but we do not wonder at his acceding to Laban’s 
propofal, that he ftiould receive the woman of his 
choice, on condition of ferving him feven other years. 
It was unwife, and unlawful} but it is probable, that, 
had the original engagement with him Been fulfilled, 
he would never have fought another partner of his 
bed, befides Rachel. Surely no argument in favour 
of Polygamy will be derived from this example. If we 
look to the fequel, enough will appear to prove, that 
the praftice muft ever tend to introduce confufion and 
mifery into a family, and have the worft influence on 
the morals anti difpofition of the r^^ng generation. 
The motley brood, born to Jacob, (fome of them 
being moft flagitious) were “ as thorns in his fides.” 
The original appointment, that two only Ihould be 
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joined together, appears mod favourable to domeftic 
happinefs, and to the religious education of children. 
“ Wherefore one?” (faid the Prophet) “That he 
might feek a godly feed 

We attend not to the vexatious broils of Jacob’s 
wives; obferving only, that, while for fourteen years 
together he was oppreiled by Laban’s fordid and tyran¬ 
nical difpofition, expofed to the burning heat of the fun 
by day, arjd to tlie damps and chilling frofts of the 
night, he enjoyed not much comfort at home f. While 
an increaing progeny demanded his attention and fup- 
port, envy and ftnie diftradled bis little circle, and 
embittered even his retired moments. He was tried in 
the barrennefs of Rachel, his molt favoured partner; 
and it feems that her unreafonable and peevifh com¬ 
plaints, for a while at lead, foured his fpirit. Ah i 
how often does one angry fpeech beget another; and a 
warmth of temper, for a moment, interrupt the clofeft 
union, which may never perhaps be cemented again, 
with the fame firmnefs as before ! 

Ytars before length l\e liad a fon by Rachel: but 

uiinit, 1745. jjjj, under fuch an exaftor as La¬ 

ban, became very irkfome; and no fooner was the 
ftipulatcd term expired, than he defired to be difmilTed, 
that he might be in a fituation to provide for his fa¬ 
mily. This did not fuit the covetous difpofition of 
Laban, who had found,- that his flocks and herds had 
profpered exceedingly under the care of Jacob, and 
w^s conftrained to aferibe it, not only to his faithful- 
nefs, but to the blefllng of God upon him. He, therc- 

* Mai. ii. 15. f Gen.'xxx. i, See. xxxi. 40. 
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fore, requefted his continuance j and it was agreed 
between them, that all the cattle, which foould be 
produced of a peculiar clefcription, Ihould be Jacob’s 
property. It was expected clearly, that thefe would 
be inconfiderable in number; but very foon the chief 
increafe was in Jacob’s favour, and Laban’s flock was 
both diminifhed and of a feebler kind. 

It hasjjpeen doubted, what opinion fhould be formed 
of Jacob’s condudt, in the expedient which he made 
ufe of. It has been condemned as treacherous and 
dilhonefl. But it may be replied, that no natural 
principles will account for the fuccefs of his fcheme; 
the Lord God only could make it efficacious; and 
therefore Jacob’s riches were’ given him in a miracu¬ 
lous manner. And it ffiould feem alfo, that the plan 
was fuggefted to him by immediate revelation Pand in 
this view the Patriarch adled only in faith, depending 
on the divine promife: accordingly, to God he de¬ 
voutly aferibed the praife *.—S^iall not we likewife al¬ 
low that “ The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich 
and that He has various ways, in his providence, “ of 
putting down one, and fetting up another ?” Changes 
of this kind are fo frequent, as to be a continual admo¬ 
nition to thofe, who have the largcfl poffeffions, “ not 
to be high-minded, ” and to encourage the hopes of 
fuch, as are mofl deprefled in the world. What other 
temper or condudit becomes us, but to leave all our 
concerns with Him, who has a right to difpofe of us, 
trufting and praying, that He would “ fted us with food 
convenient for us r” 

• See Gen. xxxi. 9 — 12. 
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Jacob became rich 5 and yet his difficulties were not 
removed, but rather increafed. He was envied and 
flighted by Laban’s family, and his fituation rendered 
moft uncomfortable, through their furly looks and cruel 
Ywj befovt fpecclies *. At length the Lord God in- 
uHrift, 1739. terpofed, and, by an exprefs revelation, di- 
refted Jacob to return to Canaan, promifing to be 
with him, to blefs and protedt him. Stifl heUras afraid 
of Laban, who, he knew, would be averfe to the pro- 
pofal, and might prevent his removal. He, there¬ 
fore, took the opportunity of communicating the di¬ 
vine command to his wives, while Laban was engaged 
at a diftance, and, hav/ng obtained their confent, he 
let forwards immediately, with all his property, and fis 
lecrctly as poffible, to follow the guidance of Heaven^, 
and g(|lo his aged parent, Ifaac. 

One circumftance furprifes and grieves us. His 
beloved Rachel is faid to have ftolen Laban’s- gods. 
It is not difficult to conjedure, for what purpofe thefe 
were introduced by the father, or taken away by the 
daughter. A reafon muft b*given, which will not be 
favourable to the charader of cither. But it may ferve 
to Ihew, why it became expedient to remove Jacob 
and his family from the place, where idolatry was 
gaining ground, and his neareft relations were already, 
in fome meafure, feduced into it. For this very 
caufe, we apprehend, the Lord God in mercy fuf- 
fered him to be expofed to the morofenefs and cruelty 
of Laban and ‘his fons, that he might be the more 
willing to quit a fituation, which, though profitable, 

• Gen. xjtxi. i. Sec, 
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was become moft dangerous to the intercfts of true re¬ 
ligion. 

■ And here, for the prefent, we paufe.—But what have 
we learnt from the preceding hiftory ? Jacob, the heir 
of the promife, the favourite of Heaven, was haraffcd 
with many and fore afflidions. Others remain to be 
confidered. But already, we have fcen him under 
fome moft diftrefling trials j obliged to fly from his fa¬ 
ther’s houfe, like a vagabond or a criminal;—for 
fourteen years in a ftate of fervitude;—for fix more, 
though profpering in outward circumftances, vexed 
in his own fa.mily, and infulted by his. other kin¬ 
dred ;—and then, at laft, con>pellcd to fteal away in 
order to evade the craft or the violence of Laban. 
Thus Jacob was admonifhed to fcek his happinefs 
above. And have not we, alfo, enough to remind us, 
that “ here we have no continuing city ?” We might 
be difpofed to take up our reQ; in this world, and for¬ 
get our fituation and charader, as ftrangers and pil¬ 
grims. But one calamij;y upon another is fent to 
wean our hearts from prefent things, and to call away 
our affedions to a nobler objed. A rife ye, and de¬ 
part, for this is not your reft.” 

Where are thofe, who have in view the heavenly 
Canaan? You will not complain, that your plans, 
for obtaining complete fatisfiidion upon earth, are 
broken. You perceive the divine wifdom and good- 
nefs in your fevereft difappointments. They are cal¬ 
culated to detach you from your deareft poflTeffions 
and enjoyments, and to make you long to be at home, 

P 4 where 
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where your Father is. Thither diredt your eager 
fteps j nor fear a happy iffue. The God, who was 
the guide and defence of Jacob, will be with you in 
the way, by which you go, and “ will not leave you 
until he have done that, which he has fpoken to 
you of.” 


JACOB. 
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SECT. 2. 

Jacob, delivered from Laban—wrejiled with God — re¬ 
ceived by Efau with the utmoji kindnefs—fettled at Suc- 
coth—removed to Bethel, and there bad a frejh revela¬ 
tion—buried Rachel, and IJaac—partial to Jofeph — 
mourned for him—fent his fans into Egypt—beard of 
Jofeph, and went to him—introduced to Pharaoh — 
died in faith. 

The venerable Patriarch, whofe chara£ter is under 
our confideration, had various tcmovals from one 
country to another, during his ftate of pilgrimage j 
but, in all the changes of his life, .the faithfulneis and 
the mercy of God towards higi were moft confpicuous. 
Expofed to many dangers, opprefled, infultcd, pcrfe- 
cuted by furious adverlaries, yet he was fafe under the 
protedion of an almighty arm. Though he was driven 
from kingdom to kingdom, his motions were all or¬ 
dered ^by unerring wifdom. tte was guided, preferv- 
ed, and comforted by the God of heaven, who flood 
engaged by folemn covenant never to leave him nor 
forfake him.—Let us remember, that our happinefs 
depends not upon the place, where we dwell, or upon 
any external circumftances. If we be favoured with 
the divine prefence, it is comparatively of little con- 
fequence, what fituation may be appointed for us, in 
what town, or even in what nation we may take up 

• our 
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our abode. We knowi who hath faid, “ I will fet 
my fanftuary in the midft of them j”—“ I will dwell 
in them, and walk in them*.” We have followed 
Jacob as an exile from his father’s family to the dif- 
tant land of Mefopotamia, where we have feen him, 
for many years together, as a hired fervant; and after¬ 
wards, though increafing in goods, fo cruelly treated 
by envious Relations, that he was willing to forego the 
profpedts of further gain, to feek an afylum with his 
aged parent in Canaan. We are now to accompany 
him upon his return, as a fugitive indeed, but fur- 
rounded with a numerous houlchold and a large train 
of attendants; which w^ a condition very different to 
that, Svherein he had fled from home. He ftole away 
from Laban, not ungeneroufiy, but compelled by the 
cruel ufage of that covetous and oppreflive kinfman. 
In this long and perilous journey, our Patriarch, though 
the immediate care of Heaven, had fome tremendous 
trials to encounter. Never had he more occafion for 
the exercife of faith; and never did he prove the value 
and comfort of religion, piore than in the prefent in- 
llance, Laban purfiied him; Efau was advancing to 
meet him; both intent on his deftruftion; yet neither 
of them was permitted to hurt him. Both were on 
the very point of executing their purpofe; and both 
were prevented, by the immediate interpofition of God 
in his favour. Let Ifrael therefore fay, " If it had 
not been tlft Lord, who was pi> our fide, when men 
rofc up againft us.; then they had fwallowed us up 
quick, when their wrath was kindled againft us f.” 

• Ezek. xxxvii. 26. 2 Cor. vi. 16. f P&h exxiv. i, &c. 
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To rcftrain the fury of Laban, who had followed him 
with the defign, if not to offer violence to his per^, 
at leafl to plunder him of all his fuMance, the Lord 
appeared in a dream, rebuking that unjuft dnd avarici¬ 
ous man, and charging him to do no injury to Jacob* 
An interview took place, in which we obferve the 
Patriarch, with all that fimplicity and magnanimity 
which a confcioufnefs of integrity will infpire, defend¬ 
ing his own charader and conduft, and daring to make 
the appeal to his accufer, “ What is my trefpals ? 
"What is my fin?” Laban’s fcheme was defeated, and 
perhaps for that feafon his heart was foftened. He 
requefted, that a compad cf amity might be made 
between them, to which Jacob readily confented, and 
thereby teftified the meek and pacific difpofitioh of his 
mind. We are pleafed to perceive the conteft iffuing 
in a friendly entertainment, and both pirties pledging 
their faith, by all the folemnities of religious rites, 
and promifing to abftain from all hoftile attempts upon 
each other. 

Refeued from this perilous fituation,’Jacob purfued 
his journey j and by the way (probably to encourage 
his hope, and to prepare him for fucceeding trials) a 
hoft of Angels appeared to him f. Thofe “ minifter- 
ing fpirits,” we apprehend, were fent from hfeven, 
on purpofc to aflure him of tRc divine fupport} and 
of fuch fupport he then ftood in cfpftial need. Ano¬ 
ther and more formidable difficulty awaited him. The 
dread df his brother’s anger filled him with perplexity. 
Alas! how loon do we forget paft deliverances 1 How 

* Gen. xxxi. 22 , &c. t* Gen. xxni. 1, &c. 
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foon arc we dejefted at the approach of every new 
danger! Yet Jacob’s conduct upon that occafion diC- 
cot'cred both prudence and piety. • When he drew near, 
to the poffcflions of Efau, he fent meffengers before 
him, in order to announce his coming, and thus to 
procure him a favourable reception. He had flattered 
himfelf, doubtlefs, that the ancient quarrel was for¬ 
gotten; but was then informed, that Efau was advanc¬ 
ing againft him with an armed body of four hundred 
men. The intelligence, which was truly alarming, 
excited in Jacob the utmoft; confternation. He trem¬ 
bled for himfelf,—for his wives and his children,—efpe- 
cially for his beloved Rachel and her favourite fon Jo- 
ieph.t What was to be‘done ? To oppofe force by 
force was imprafticable in his fituation. Bu^ pruden¬ 
tial means, and thofe to which Jacob’s diipofition ra¬ 
ther inclined ^im, were adopted. Not to mention, 
that he divided his numerous train into two bands, fo 
that, if one were cut off, ^:hc other might efcape; with 
much diferetion, as well as with great meeknefe of 
fpirit, he prejftred,, and fent before him, fome very 
valuable prefents for Efau, profeffing fubjeftion to him, 
and foliciting regard. 

This was not all*: it was not the chief expedient. 
Whijj^er (hall a fervant of God fly, in extreme diftrefs, 
but to the throne of g^cc ? There is his laft, his beft 
refource; and t^re alone are fecurity and confolUtion 
to be found. It is oblervabic alfo, that afflidions make 
us feel the unfpeakable value of this privilegc,%nd in- 
creafe itfur fervency in prayer. Thus Jacob, under the 
dread of his brother, cried mightily to Heaven, with 

deep 
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deep humiliation and with lively faith, urging his peti¬ 
tions for deliverance with pleas derived from the Covts- 
•nant, the promifes, and the pall mercies of God. It 
Ihould feem tha^Jacob fpent a confiderable part of the 
night, previous to his meeting EUlu, in earned fup- 
plication, and received an immediate and abundant 
reconipence. 

A very Angular circumdance is deferibed, which, in 
the Ample narration of the faft, may appear dark and 
myderious; but fo much at lead will be clear and in- 
difputable, as may ferve to encourage our mod impor¬ 
tunate application to God, and an unihaken trud in 
Him.—“ Jacob was left alone,” having lent the whole 
of his family before him, that with lels in|^rruption 
he might feek help and comfort from above; “ and 
there wredled a man with him, until the breaking of 
the day .”—Wc are led to inquire. Who was the per- 
Ibn; and what the nature, purpofe, and ilTue of the 
conted ? It was One in human Aiape, but of a rank 
fuperior to our fpecies, who came as an adverlary to 
Jacob, while he was praying to be delivered from his 
brother’s fury. It v/as an Angel, the great Angel of 
the Covenant, who frequently manifeded himfeJf to his 
ancient faints in the lame way, as partaker of our Aelh; 
and the Patriarch afterwards perceived, it was no other 
than “ The Lord from heaven j” for he faid, “ I have. 
feen God face to face.” This divine perfon dood to 
oppofe his fervant, as it were to reAd his entrance 
into Canaan; but in gracious condcfcenfion he fulfered 
Jacob to contend with him, and put drength into him 
to maintain the conted, and even to prevail. The vic- 

tory 
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tory was yielded; but the conqueror was made to feel 
ai|d to remember his own weaknefs. By a touch of the 
Jacob’s thigh was out of joint} and fo it con- 
tint)^» in order that it might be a dl^ding memorial 
of the tranfaflion. He confefled, then, the fuperiority 
and the high dignity of his heavenly antagohift; but 
at the fame time, he was encouraged to form that holy 
determination, ** I will not let thee go, except thou 
blefe me.” This alfo, which was the requcft (we had 
almoft faid, tlie claim) of faith, was granted} and, in 
teftimony of his acceptance, a new name was given 
him, which fbould perpetuate the remembrance of his 
prevalency with God; {* Thy name (faid the Angel) 
fhall *be qp^ed no more Jacob, but Israel ; for as a 
prince haft thou power with God, and with men, and 
haft prevailed. And He bleffed him there.”—Struck 
with the amazing grace of the divine Vifitant, the 
Patriarch exprefled his gratitude, and commemorated 
dte kindnefs he had experienced in that night, whilft 
he called the place by a fignificant title, Peniel } “ For 
(faid he)’ I have fecn God fece to face, and my life 
is preferved.” 

The fituation of Jacob may lead us to a probable 
conje 6 ture, refpefting the defign of this very Angular 
occurrence. It leems intended to reprefent to him the 
approaching oppofition of his brother Efau, which 
filled him with terror} but, by the iflfue of his conflift 
with the Angel, he was taught to expeft, that God 
would, in the enS, grant him goodTuccefs. 

The nature of the agony, on Jacob’s part, appears 
to have confifted, principally, in the ftrongeft and moft 

importunate 
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importunate cries for help and deliverance. And to 
that interpretation we are direfted^by the comment of 
an infpired Prophet j “By his ftrength he had power 
with God i yea, he had power over the Angel, and 
prevailed: he wept and made fupplication unto 
him * ” 

It will become us to inquire. What inftrudion is 
hereby conveyed to us ? This little hiftory ftands as 
a monument, to all ages, of the Lord’s faithfulnels and 
love towards thofe who fear him. Every child of the 
promife, every true Ifraelite, like his father Jacob, 
will not only know the way of accefe to God, but, as 
it were, wreftle with Him ip a fpiritual agony, im¬ 
portunately pleading for mercy, and refolving tiot to 
defift from the moft fervent petitions, till fome favour¬ 
able anfwer be received. Nor is it prefuraption thus 
to beliege the throne of grace: the command, the pro¬ 
mife of God encourage us to it. Our Lord himfclfhas 
taught us, “ That men ought always to pray, and not 
to faint f.” We (hall not, indeed, " be heard for our 
much fpeaking,” yet thofe only will obtain the bleffing, 
who fo a(k it, as to prove that they moft cordially de- - 
fire it, and who, by a holy violence, wreft it out of 
the hands of God He will fuffer himfclf to be Over¬ 

come by his praying people, and “ no good thing will 
he with-hold from them He will arm them for the 
conflicts, which await them*; the greater their extre¬ 
mity is, the more will his power and love be manifefted 
in their fupport an^ deliverance j and, ere long, they 

• Hof. xii.'3, 4. t Luk. xviii. I. 

J Matt. xi. 12. ^ Pfal. Ixxxiv. 11. 
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(hall be more than conquerors through him that loved 
them 

Divine confolations have a happy tendency to pre- • 
pare the foul for trials, and infpire it with courage to 
refift its ftrongeft enemies.—What then had Jacob to 
fear from man, favoured as he was with repeated and 

* clear teftimonics, that the God of heaven was on his 
fide ? We doubt not that the Patriarch purfued his 
journey from Penuel with alacrity and fortitude, 
though he had every thing to apprehend from Elau’s 
fury. But the firmed: confidence in God does not fu- 
perfedc the ufe of all proper means to obtain relief. 
With admirable prudenpe, therefore, Jacob fent for¬ 
ward his prefents to Efau, and intruded the different 
parts of his large company to fpeak to him with fuch 
meeknefs of wifdom, as might tend to appeafe his an¬ 
ger, and produce a reconciliation. At length he drew 
near, and bowed himfelf feven times before him f. The 
effeft was fuch as he defired: his prayers were anfwer- 
ed. The ftorm, he had fo much dreaded, was fud- 
denly blown over, and a delightful calm fucceeded. 

• Inilcad of a fierce or bloody conflift, we behold no¬ 
thing but marks of the warmeft affeftion between the 
two brothers, as if there had never been any variance 
or contention. Efau, melted down to kindnefs, and 
forgetting his defigns of violence againft Jacob, ran 
to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, 
and kiffed him: and they wept.” Tokens of mutual 
regard were exchanged between thetp ; and they parted 
from each other in peace and love. 

• Rom. viii. 37. t Gen. xxxiii.T, Sec. 

This 
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This was «-fingolar orent. Hever was tiuspe a more 
ftriking proof of the truth of Solomon^s obiaiRatton, 
A fafe m&rar tunscth away wrarii*.” May we 
leam, for our owa faioe, if tK>t for that of others, to 
“ ovwsBflte evil with (goodf.’* 

But ifl Jacob’s deliveraiice from £&u and Jjabm, 
the two-fuiaous adrCrfarics, who were coming againft 
him, we ace oonikained to acknowledge the dii* 
vine interpofition. The Lord God omnipotCEtt 
reignedi,’’ and ejcercifeth a ftrong influence, even 
over diofc who obftinatdy refufc fubmiffion. They 
caft off their obedience to him^ and yet they fulfil 
his purpofesj to accompiifh* whidi, they frequently 
renounce their own pkm, though they can afiign 
no rcafbn fw their fisidcn change of conduct. In 
this view* thofe, who are poflefled of higheft power, 
are but as His vaflals, and employed as His inftru- 
ments, to effed the i^ery fcheqies they had intended tx) 
defeat. The kirk’s heart is in the hand of (he Lord, 
as the rivers of water; He turnetlvit whithcrfocver he 
will:{;/’ The confideration may welTfill us with re¬ 
verence and awe before the Almighty Sovereign, at 
whole entire difpoliil we arc. Thofe, who have com¬ 
mitted themfeives to his Care, may deriw encourage¬ 
ment from dte fubjed. Though many dangers befet 
them, and, i&e Jehofhaphat, they ** know not what 
to do§ ;” He, whom they ferve, can u^andy blaft the 
deflgns of (heir nsoft fbttnidafole opf^fer^ or convert 
-them into cortMUfi^iends. " When a mitfs mcfi 

• ProV. XV. I. t *'**• 

J Prov. xxi. 1. ^2 Chron. xx, xa. 
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pkafe the Lord, He makcdi even his enemies to be at 
peace widi him*/’ 

The two brodiers, we have feen, feparattd Vrith 
mutual profefiions of benevolence: and Jacob, having 
arrived at the land of Canaan, prepwed a fettlement for 
himfelf and his family. He built him an houfe at Suc- 
coth, and bought a field at Shechem, where alfo he 
ereftcd an altar, in order to tefiify his gratitude to that 
God who had preferved him, and to call the attention 
of the idolatrous people around him to true religion. 
In this place, probably, the Patriarch might indulge 
the pleafing hope of obtaining a fixed abode after his 
wearifome journies, and expe£t to fee an end of his 
troubles.—Alas! we are aU prone to flatter ourlclves, 

. in a time of cafe, that our trials are over, when, it 
may be, we arc but juft entering on the conflift. We 
are defirous to gain an eftabliflied refidence, and con- 
fider ourfelves at hom^, where we are but fojoumers 
for a fhort feafon, and where we lhall find no reft for 
the foie of our foot. 

How foon were Jacob’s proipefts clouded] Inftead 
of repofe and comfort, in his external circumftances 
he had litde elfe but vexation and difappointment. 
Ere'tong, fome threatening ftorms gathered around 
him. BiJit, under them all, we lhall perceive the good 
man fupported by the confolations of God. 

Years before Dinah, his only daugh^, brought herftif 
’ and him to lhame, whilft, through her vanity 
and love of pleafure, Ihe ventur^ among, “ the 
daughters of the land,” and then fell a prey to the lull 

• Prov. xvi. 7, 
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bF a neighbouring prince ♦. This was not alii The 
heart of the pious parent, bleeding for the fin of one 
child, was pierced wdi ftill deeper forrows for the bafe 
treachery and wanton barbarity of two of his fons. 
The young men, Simeon and Levi, to avenge the in¬ 
jury done to their After, firft deceived the Shechemitesi 
under the pretence of bringing them over to their reli¬ 
gion, then plundered the city, and deftroyecl aU the 
males that were therein. Upon this occafion, Jacob 
was almoft overwhelmed, and gave way to many 
gloomy apprehenfions. ** Ye have troubled me (faid 
he), to make me ftink ^ong the inhabitants of the 
land: and, I being few in nugiber, they lhall gather 
themfelves together againft me, and flay mej and I 
lhall be deftroyed, I and my houfe.” 

Our fears are ever ready to magnify our danger. 
Perhaps Jacob might for a while lofe fight of the pro- 
mife, and " ftagger through unbelief.” But we own 
there appeared juft ground for his alarm, circumftanced 
as he then was; and it is to be aferibed only to the 
divine interpofition, that both he and his family were 
not entirely cut off. The Lord was his guide and de¬ 
fence } and therefore, to preferve him from the violwit 
alTaults, which the Canaanites woiild have made upon 
him. He Commanded him to remove to Bethel, the 
very place, where he had been firft favoured with the 
revelations of God, in the day of his extremity f. The 
pious Patriarch obeyed; and inftantly prepared to dedi¬ 
cate himfelf anew to the fervice of his God.—In what 
^y lhall we cxpe 6 t communications with Heaven? 

• Gen. xxxir. t. Sec. f xxxv, i. &c. 
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Let US learn frotti Jacob/cli^edally \vliefi 81*6 
to feal our vows before the Lord, to " piit away the 
evil of oiir doings,” and to " walk in our houfe with a 
perfeft heart:” For how Hiall the Holy One of Ifracl 
vifitus, if He behold iniquity in our tents ?—Immedi¬ 
ately, theref:)re, Jacob fet himfelf to purge his family 
from the i lolatry, which, it feems, had crept in 
among them: arid while, witli uprightnefs of mind 
and unfeigned devotednefs, he fought the Lord, he 
obtained a moft gracious anfwcr. Former promifes 
were confirmed, and the cverlafling Covenant was 
again -declared to be eftablifhed in him and in his feed. 
This was a memorable* feafon; and herein the conduit 
of Jacob appears moll amiable. We cannot but per¬ 
ceive in him the cleareft marks of warmeft gratitude 
and moft fervent piety towards God. Hence the altar 
was built, and inferibed to the God of Bethel j hence 
a monumental pillar,* to perpetuate the tranfaition, 
was ereitedj and other religious rites were performed. 

Are not we alfo under the higheft obligations to 
feek the Lord? We expeit not, indeed, the fame 
kind’of immediate revelations from him; nor are they 
heeded. But, in a very important fenfe. He will be 
found of them who feek him. Where, then, is the 
place, which has witnefled our^vows to him, or inter- 
courfc with him? Is there no Betliel, to which we 
can refer, where the Lord has blefled us, and where we 
have fet up a pjllar for his name ? 

We mentioned tlie danger of Jacob’s being purflied 
by the enraged Canaanites. It appears, that they had 
formed fome defign of violence againft him, and were 

reftrained. 
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reftmlned, by a fecrec infiyenc® upon tlieif annUs, 
fkwn carrying it into exegntion. “ T he tsaror or 
God waa upon the citie$ that were round about them, 
and they did not purfue after the fona of Jacob*.” He, 
who has the care of his own people can never want 
means to defend tliem; and, even where no outward 
means are ufai, in an invifible b<it rnoft powerful man¬ 
ner he wards oJf alJhults f om tliem, and their 
caufe agdnft their adverlaiies. “ Wlio art t iou, tl»en, 
that tliou fhouldeft be afraid of a man that lliall die,— 
and forgettcft the Lord thy Maiccr,—and haft feared 
continually evety day, becaufe of the ftury of the ^pref- 
for, as if he were ready to tiei^oy ? Aiid where is the 
fury of the oppreffor-j-r” 

Jacob removed from place to place in the land of 
Canaan. But, though in Covenant with God, and 
condufled in fafrty under His proteition, he met new 
difficulties in aknoft every new fituation. As he tra¬ 
velled from Bethel, Rachel, his moft beloved partner, 
was fuddcnly taken from liim, and in fuch ciicum- 
ftances as muft have greatly aggravated his diftrefs. 
She brought forth Benjamin, and expired. Soon after¬ 
wards he fuffirred extremely through the bale behaviour 
of Reuben, his firft-born, who defiled the bed, by 
committing inceft with Bilhah, the wife, of his own 
6 ther. The uijdeannefs alfo of Judali, his marriage 
with a CanaanitUh woman, and his unnatural, connec¬ 
tion with his own daughter-in-law, muft have .been be^ 
yond meafure affliiftive to the pious * parent J;..—Ahl 
what a checkered feene is human lifo ! How many oc- 

• Gen. XXXV. 5. f Ifa. li. 12, 13. J Gen. xxxviii. i,&c. 
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currcnces may imtitter the Iweetcft comforts! It is not 
eafy to fay, whether our fliarpeft triak arife from the 
lofs of dear and valuable friends, or from the perverfe- 
nefs and mifeonduft of thofc, who are left behind. 

Our Patriarch came at length to Ifaac, his vene¬ 
rable fire, who was ftill living; and, it flioxild feem, 
they enjoyed fome years of tranquillity in the moft plcaf- 
ing focigty with each other. But the hour of repara¬ 
tion muft arrive, and break the ties of the clofeft uni- 
Years before on. Ifaac gavc Up thc ghoft;” and the 
ciinft 171ft. office, of committing their honoured 

father to thc grave, devolved upon his fons. On that 
occafion we obferve the»two brothers, Jacob and Efau, 
concurring in the fame fiHal duty; from which we con¬ 
clude, there was a tirni and permanent reconciliation 
between them. 

We have already perceived the good man before us 
much afflidlcd, on account of the Ihamefiil pradtices 
he had witnelTcd in his own offspring; and it will be 
allowed that trials of this nature are peculiarly diftrelP- 
ing. We are haftening to others of like fort, which 
were far heavier to him than all he had before met with, 
and almoft proved fuperior to his ftrength. And yet 
to himfelf may be attributed much of thc following 
calamity. He laid the foundation for fome deftrudtive 
jcaloufics among his children, by a decided, partialtty, 
an avowed preference of one to all the reft. ** Ifrael 
loved jofeph more than all his children, bccaufe he 
was die fen of his oW age; and he made hkn a coat of 
many colours —It is a mbfortune to parents to have 

• Gen. x^vii. 5, 
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a favourite; and yet, perhaps, diey cannot entirely 
command their afFeftions. But furely, they Ihould 
ftudy to conceal an undue attachment, and not pro¬ 
claim it by any mark of diftindion, which may tend to 
excite envy and contention. How much prudenc® and 
circumlpedtion are necelfary, in the education of a 
rifing femily! 

Years before Wc fliall not now anticipate the hiftory of 
chrift,i7Z9. with which that of Jacob is, from 

this period, clofely connefted. It appears, that the 
fond father expefted fomething remarkable from the 
fon, to whofe prophetical dreams it is obferved that he 
paid great regard. But foon ,were his hopes blafted,. 
and fucceeded by the utmoft anguifli. Jofeph’s*coat 
was brought to him ftained with blood; and he haftily 
concluded, ” An evil beaft had devoured him; Jofeph 
is without doubt rent in pieces.” As his affedion had 
not been confined within proj)er bounds, we do not 
wonder that his forrow was extreme; and yet, we 
feverely condemn that excelfive lamentation for the 
dead, which arifes from a want of fubmiifion to 
God, and difcovers much impatience and difcon- 
tent. " He refiifed to be comforted; and he iaidy 
For I will go down into the grave unto my fon, mourn¬ 
ing.”—May we not juftly fesw, that thofe creatures, 
either perfons or things, which have too large a ftaire 
of our attention and efteem, will be taken from us, or- 
prove to us the fource of fome peculiar calMnities ? In. 
this cafe, the recoUedion of our own* folly willaggra-; 
vate Qm mifery. 

0^4 A confiderable 
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Years before A confidcrabk titne elapfed, ckiriiig whidh 
cbrift, 1707. facr^ hiftory fda^ss nothing of Jacob or 
his family in Canaan. At length a famine arofe. Of 
fiich large extent and long contimiance, as to threajten 
cntiit deftruftion to all the neighboticing countries. 
This was the fore vifitation of an angry God upon thofe 
idolatrous and abandoned nations. But Jacob ahb par¬ 
took of the general diftrefs: for both he and his houfe- 
hold were reduced to the greatoft ftraits. To procure 
a fupply of food, he fent his ten fons into Fgypt, rc- 
fei-ving only Benjamin, who was the fupjxH-t of his de¬ 
clining years, and peculiarly dear to him after the lofS 
of Jofeph, as being the Iplc pledge, which then remain¬ 
ed to'him, of his beloved Rachtl *. Corn was ob¬ 
tained as a temporaiy relief to tiiem, in this time of 
dearth j but another afflidtioii opprefled the aged Pa- 
ti’iarch, and it feemed as if he would have funk under 
the weight. Simeon was detained a prifoner in Egypt; 
and Benjamin was demanded. This was more dran he 
could bear. In the anguifli of his foul he cried out. 
Me have ye bereaved of my children: Jofeph is nor, 
and Simeon is not, and ye wiii take Benjamin away r 
^ diefc things are agaiiift me.” Jle refufcd, then, to 
lubmit to dre condition of parting with Benjamin: 
" My fon fhall not go down ^idi you j for his brother 
if deadj and he is left alone: if mifehief befal him by 
tiw way in the which ye go, then fhal| ye bring down my 
gp-ey.hairs with forrow to die grave.” But the fear of 
perifcing hunger at length pref ailed over his affeddem, 

and he confented, though reluctandy, that Benjamin 

• Gen. xlii. i. See. 
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fliould accompany his brethren, in their fecMid journey 
to Egypt *. With much prudence he defired them to 
condhate the GoverncM-’s fevour by a prefent, and with 
real piety commended them all to the care and protec¬ 
tion of Heaven : “ God Almighty give you mercy be¬ 
fore the man! ” 

It may appear wonderful (in this as in fome other in- 
ftances), tliat one fb beloved of God fhould be left in 
circumftances fo extremely painful. Again and again, 
he was almoft; in want of food to eat j and, inftead of 
deriving comfort from his children, he fuffered more 
from tlieir perverfenefs, than from the famine. Tliii 
will teach us, that, though the Lord will furely .pro¬ 
vide for his people, and his promife cannot faif. He 
may yet leave them to fuch difficulties, as to convince 
them that their help muft come from Him. We per¬ 
ceive alfo, that it may be the portion of one, truly and 
eminendy pious, to have a frpward and a wicked off- 
fpring. A lerioiis attention to what mankind are and 
have been, would effeflually cure us of an eager defirc 
to obtain a numerous progeny, and preferve us from 
any fond expeftations of felicity from diis fource. O 
let us beware of fetting too high a value upon any crea¬ 
ture, or of feeking our happinefs in any thing fliort of 
God! He demands our hearts} and, in great mercy, 
he may permit us to be difappointed in our moft fan¬ 
zine hopes from earthly objeds, that we may give bur 
beft affedions to Him. While, therefore, every thing 
elle deceives us, do we not feel the value of His fiicnd- 
feip ? And are we not hereby tau^t, to fit more toofe 


Gen. xUii. i, tcc. 
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to the enjoyments of the world, and to cleave more 
fteadfeftly to God ? Doubtlefs, He has many wife and 
gracious purpofes to be anfwered by the fevereft vifita- 
tions of his providence towards his people. In this 
way, fo painful to them, he anfwers their prayers,— 
fulfils his own promifes,—purges away their corrup¬ 
tions,—and gradually prepares them for heaven. It is 
not fo with the wicked. Their very prolpcrity proves 
a fnare to them; and the affliftions, which they muft 
meet with as the common lot of humanity, are only, 
to them, the beginning of forrows. Let their fituation 
in life be what it may, “ the wrath of God abideth on 
them,” and fliordy they Vrill receive, in foil weight and 
mcafure, the recompence due to their iniquities. 

But was the fpirit and behaviour of Jacob fuch as we 
might have wiflied it, in the diftrefles to which we are 
adverting ? Ah! no. We allow, there was much 
imperfeftionj and we are hence admonifhed to look 
well to ourfelves. " He made hafte,” jpoke ralhly 
and prefumptuoufly, when he faid, “ All thefe things 
are againft me.” For, in faft, the very calamities, he 
moft lamented, were the means of his prefervation and 
future comfort. But when we fee Ifrael feinting under 
the prefliire of his misfortunes, we do not wonder, 
that fome of the dear children of God among ourfelves 
arc* daggered by their trials, and ready to caft away 
their hope. When our feyoyrite fchemes are fuddenly 
blafted, and one’difappointment follows upon another,, 
yrc are all forward m conclude, as Jacob did, “ Aft 
thefe things are agaiqft me.” Alas! how great is our 

blindnefs! 
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blindnels! How extreme our pervcrfenefs ! Who are 
W£, that we fhould undertake to decide upon the judg¬ 
ments of God ? Would we take the reins of govern¬ 
ment out of his harxis ? Let us be willing, tliat He 
Ihould have the entire difpofal of us; and, if indeed we 
are perfuaded of his wifdom, love, and faithflilnels, let 
us reft aflured, without enquiring a reafon for his con¬ 
duct, that He hath done all things well j” and let us 
patiently wait for an explanation, till the end come. 
“ What he does, thou knoweft not now, but thou lhalt 
know here^er.” 

We haften to the clofe of Jacob’s life, when the 
prolpeft cleared up, and brighter days .were referved 
for him. His children returned, and brought him ti¬ 
dings, that Jofeph, his long-loft Ion, was ftill living, 
that he prelided as Governor over the land of Egypt, 
and had lent for him and for all his houiehold, to nourilh 
and protedb them in the dme pf famine *. The effeft 
of this account upon Jacob’s mind was fuch as we might 
have expeded. He was overpowered by it: he knew 
not how to credit it. His heart fainted; for he be- 
lieved them not,’’ But at length the evidence was fo 
ftrong, that his doubts and fears were all dilperfed. 
“His Ipirit revived: and Ifrael faid. It is enough* 
Jofeph my Ton is yet alive: I will go and fee him, be¬ 
fore I die.” 

Years before We are now therefore to accompany him 
chnft,i7o6. remove, from Canaan to Egypt; 

a formidable journey, to one fo for advanced in life. 
But he bad an infellible Guide, an Almighty Protco* 

fotr 


• Gen. xlv. 25, Sec. 
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tor; and in dependence upon Him, the Patriarch fet 
forward with all his offspring, and with all his fub- 
ftance, When he came to B^rlheba (the place where 
his father Ifaac had dwelt, and had been favoured with 
the revelations of God), he halted, in order tliat he 
might acknowledge his firm trull and confidence in the 
God whom Ifaac had worfhipped there, and feek His 
diredion and fupport in this moft important change of 
fituation ♦. Poflibly the thought might arife in his 
mind; " I may be counterading tlte defign of God, 
in tlius tranfplanting myfdf and my v^hole family from 
the very land, which He hatfi promifed to give us.” 
But in anfwcr to his prayer, the Lord God appeared, 
and comforted him with the affurance, that He hiitifelf 
would go down with him into Egypt, tliere multiply 
his pofterity, and in due time bring them up again to 
Canaan. This was enough.—And are not we hereby 
inftruded and encouraged to worfhip the Lord, and alk 
His guidance and protedion, in die way by which we 
go ? “ He is frithfiil who hath promifed,” and “ He 

liath not faid unto the feed of Jacob, Seek ye me in 
vain.” While his people make known their fears and 
their diftrefles to him, he will not fail to give them 
frefli intimations of his fevour. 

The defire of Jacob’s heart was gratified. He was 
preferved through his journey, and permitted to fee his 
beloved Jofcph again. What an affeding fcenc is ex¬ 
hibited before us, while we behold the mutual embraces 
of the fethcr and^the fon! It were difficult to fiiy, 
whether the dutifolnefs of the one, or the love of die 


* Gen. xlvi. i, ^c. 
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other, exceeded. " And Jofeph made ready his cha¬ 
riot, and went up to meet Ifrael his father, to Gofhenj 
and prefenteJ himfclf unto him: and he fell en his 
neck, and wept on his neck a good while. And Ifracd 
faid unto Jofeph, Now let me die, fince I have feen 
thy face, becaufe thou art yet alive!” 

When our Patriarch arrived in Egypt, he was con- 
dudtedto court, and introduced by Jofeph to the notice 
of the King*. Nor was he afhamed of his religipn, 
even there; but, avowing his profeflion of the true God, 
and appearing as His prieft and minifter, “ he blefled 
Pliaraoh.” A queftion was propofed to him, relpeft- 
ing his age, to which with great ferioufnefs he relied, 
that his continuance upon earth was only like that of a 
fojourner, fliort and uncertain; that his fatliers had 
lived to a longer period; and that his own days, nume¬ 
rous as they might feem, had been few and very full of 
trouble. “ The days of the y^ars of my pilgrimage are 
an liundred and thirty years: few and evil have the days 
of the years of my life been, and have not attained unto 
the days of the years of the life of ray fathers in the days 
of their pilgrimage.” This is not the language of dif- 
content or unthankfulncfs, but the ferious refledion 
of one, who felt die vanity of the world, and fiw no- 
tliing here to malce him defirous of a longer abode 
in it. 

Shall not we alfo make the fame eftimate of human 
life ? Is it not “ a pilgrimage ?” And does not tlie 
whole of our fituatioh, here admonilh us to “ feek a bet- 

* Gen. xlvii. 7, &c. 
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ter country, that is, an heavenly?” Seventy or eighty 
years may fecm a confiderable fpace, while it is fiiturej 
but it palleth away “ as a tale that is told.” It Ihould 
alfo be rauembered, that, Ihort as our exiftence is, it is 
fadly imbittered with calamities, and ftained with fin. 
Take, then, " the pidure of earth’s happieft man,” 
w^en he is quitting the prefent fcene of things, and you 
yirill juftly conclude, Few and evil have his days 
been.” 

Yeirs before Jacob Continued in a ftate of great profpe^ 
Chnft,i689. cnjoyed the fociety of his dear fon, 

Jofeph, for feventeen years more; and thefe were, 
probably, the moft cornfortable he had ever fpent. 
But" Ifrael muft die,” and, when he felt his diflblutioii 
approaching, he fent for Jofeph, and with much fo- 
lemnity requefted, that he might be removed out of 
Egypt, and buried in the burying place of his ancef- 
tors;—^Why fuch a conCtrn about the interment of the 
body ? Why fuch an eager defire to be Carried into 
the land of Canaan ? This was not an iinmeaning pe¬ 
tition; but herein he teftified his firm belief^ that, ac¬ 
cording to the divine promife, Canaan would be given 
to his feed for an inlieritance; and he foretold the re¬ 
turn of his pofterity into that country. 

How venerable does the Patriarch appear in his lafi; 
moments! Not to mention, with what fervent piety 
he bleflcd Jofeph, and prayed for his two fons *; how 
awfiil was the meeting of his twelve Children around 
his dying bed; whilft, under the immediate inflticnCe 

• Gen. xhii!^ 

of 
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of the Holy Spirit, he pronounced his parental bene- 
didHon upon them, and predidred the future condition 
of their defccndants, even “ in the laft days*.”—It 
would be foreign to our purpoie to dwell upon each 
part of this remarkable prophecy; but the blelTing, ap¬ 
propriated to the tribe of Judah, is fo interefting, and 
the fubjeft of it fo iuited to our defign, that we cannot 
overlook it. 

Reuben, the firft-bom, becaufe of his iniquity, was 
deprived of his birth-right, the temporal privileges of 
which were then transferred to Jofcph (i Chron. v. i, 
2): but the moft excellent portion of all was refervcd 
for Judah; for upon him the jpromifes of the Covenant 
made with Abraham were entailed. Jacob had regard 
to the grand objeft of this Covenant, the coming of the 
Redeemer, when he teftified, ** The fceptre lhall not 
depart from Judah, nor a law-giver from between his 
feet, until Shiloh come: andninto Him lhall the ga- 
tliering of the people be.” 

A declaration this, upon which it will become us to 
fix our moll ferious attention. It contains a more ex- 
prefs prophecy of the Saviour, than any which had been 
given before, and fumilhes us with an unanfwcrable 
proofi that our Jefus is He, of whom Jacob lfx>ke. It 
was therein determined, from what particular branch 
of that family the Mefliah Ihould defeend, and at what 
period he Ihould appear in the world. To both thefe 
circumftances the hiftory of Jefus anfwers exactly, but 
in no other perfon are they, or can they be, fulfilled. 


• Gen. xKx." 
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The time, here pointed otK, muft, upon ctfery faircal- 
Cdation, have long finee ekpfed} and therefore, if He 
be not due vefy Glirift, the prediftton has faikd, and 
tiie fcripture is broken. But we admire the provi¬ 
dence of God, ■which hath raifed up an hwn of fal- 
vufioo,” ■ according to the expe^ation of his ancient 
faints. Under His aatchful eye, and Almighty pro- 
teftion, the tribe of Judah ■was preferved, while all the 
reft were difpcrfcd, mi the legillative power was main- 
taiacd therein, till drc coming of Jdiis. But the feep- 
tre is now departed, neitlier^ ha^e the Jews had any 
lawgiver, for above feventeoi hundred years. When 
our jLord was upon ea«li, tliey acknowledged, “ It is 
not lawful for us to put any man to death* j” and they 
have never fince been aWe to gain any eftabliihment in 
any country. We conclude, then, tliat Jefus is tte 
true ‘^Shil(A,” the peace-makerj and “unto Him 
lhall the gathering of jhe people be.” “ He gathers 
together in one the children of God that were fcattered 
abroad I i” for, whenever the ti ibes of Ifrael lhall be 
recovered from their difperfion, their eyes lliall be' to- 
■watds Jefus, umier whom they will be again united, 
and incorporated -with the Gentiles. “ He is lifted up, 
that he may draw all men unto him J.” 

In firm dependence upon ths Redeemer, and in 
eameft delire for the con^etion of his grace, the dy- 
Patriarch, in the midd; of his addreis to his chil¬ 
dren, cried oat, ** I have waited for foy falvation, O 
Lord !” Thus, at the agp of one hundred and forty- 

• John xviii. 31. f xL 52. Jxii. 32. 
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ier^n years* he clofed his afBided Uie> in faith* and 
peace, and joy. Many and fore ccmhids he had ftrug^ 
gled with; but the ifTue was moft biefled. Shall we 
not learn &om him* to look forward* through the 
darkeft diipenfations of providence, with a blifsful ex- 
peftation of that " ^ory* which lhall be revealed ?” 
Nothing elfc will fupport us under trials, or even ren¬ 
der our comforts pleafant to us. But hereby the terror 
of death will be removed i and we lhall rgoice in dw 
hope of meeting, not only Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob* 
but aUothat Uluftrious cpmpany, whether they have 
gone before, or may follow after us, of whom it will 
be faid, Thefe are they, which came out of great 
tribulation, and have wafhed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb*.” 

• Rev. vii. 14. 
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JOSEPH. 

CHAP. X. 

SECT. I. 

Jo/eph) hated hy his brethren—his dreams—fold to the 
Midianites—taken to Egypt and fold to Potiphar, whom 
he Jerued faithfully—reftfted the temptation of Us mif- 
trefs—cajl into prifon—favoured by the jailor—inter¬ 
preted the dreams of the king's officers—yet left in prifon. 

The fame Almighty Lord, who made all things, 
fullains and governs the works of his own hands. Nor 
arc the proofs of his Providence lefs numerous, or lels 
obvious than thofe which demonftrate his Exiftence. 
We can give no confiftent account of any paft events, 
or prefent occurrences, except we allow, “ Verily there 
is a God, that judgeth the earth.” The hiftory before 
us is, perhaps, of all others, the ftrongeft confirmation 
of this truth; and, in that view, it claims the moft 
ferious attention of every reader. For will it not be of 
the higheft advantage to perceive, in other inftances, 
the myfterious ways of God, that we may not quarrel 
with them in our own cafe ? A firm belief that the 
divine Being is continually fuperintcnding and direfting 
all the corjcems of all his creatures, mull have the hap- 
pieft efFefts upon our minds, as we pals through the 
different changes of life. This will explain difficulties, 

or 
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6 r at leaft fiience oUr obyedions, will dilpel our f^rs, 
alleviate our forrows, and point out to us a never-fail» 
ing fource of confolationj we behold the Al¬ 

mighty Sovereignj by a power iyhidi cannot be con¬ 
trolled, ahd yet in a wife, holy, and graebus manner, 
difpofing of all perfons md events, in all the various 
parts, not of tihis world only, but of his univerfal domi¬ 
nion. Oppofition may be raifed againft his govern¬ 
ment, and his purpofes may thereby feem to be thwart¬ 
ed j but, amidft all apparent interruptions. He is uni¬ 
formly purfuing and completing his own delign. His 
plans cannot poflibly be defeated. The very fchemes 
of his enemies not only, in .the end, turn to their 
confufion, but are, throughout, fubfervient td his 
will. 

A flight attention, as to other cafes, fo efpecially 
to the prefent example, will alfo foon convince us, 
that there is an aftonifliing connexion of events in thC 
divine adminlftration. Nothing can properly be called 
trifling or accidental. That, which may be thought 
the moft minute and incohfiderable eircumftance, may 
be a ncceffary link in the great chain, and may there-^ 
fore be the means of accompliftiing the moft impor¬ 
tant codnftls; 

But ih the charafter, wC are how to ttview, we 
Ihall pfcrccive fomething more thah God’s general 
^verhii^; #e Ihall difeover his peculiar care over 
his Ghlhii% and Ms holy determinarion, according to 
his protmle, to make “ all things work together for 
good* to them that love Mm.” 
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In Jofeph is difplayed an exemplary pattern of good<- 
■jieft, in Very different lituattons of life. Let ns admire 
-die grace of Gbd, vdiich gave him fuch excellent wif- 
dom, and inffructed him, ** both to Ire full, and to be 
hungry, both to abound, and to fuffer need.” Thofe, 
ivho are reduced to the moft abjeft condition, as well 
as men of moft exalted rank, may place this inftance 
before theni, and learn from Jofeph what they theiii- 
felves ought to be. 

Years before The hiftory of Jofeph opens with an ac- 
" Count of tlie remarkable trials, which were 
appointed for him even in hif youth. He is firft of all 
introduced to our notjce, as expofed to the cruel 
hatred and malicious defigns of his brethren. Do we 
aflc, What excited their refentment ? Various caufes 
concurred. His ferious deportment, at the early age 
of feventeen, was as irkfome to them, as their evil 
praftices were to him. He had obferved with grief 
feme iniquitous condufft in them, and* had reported it 
to his father*. That alone would have made them his 
enemies. For it cannot be that fmners will love thofe, 
who feparate from them through an abhorrence of their 
wickednels, and teftify againft it. “ They hate him 
that rebuketh -in the gate, and they abhor him that 
Ipeaketh upri^tlyf.” 

But another reafon is affigned: He was the fevoufite 
child. Jacob, whom we have already cenfured on this 
account,, had conceived, and was imprudent enough to 
^ longer affeiftion for him tlun for the reft. 
This preference might feem to reikift an honour on the 

• Gen. xxxvii. 2, Stc, f Amos v. 10. 
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y.owng man’s; charaderj but it was, evidently, 
fource of many calamities to him. " Ifrael lovai Jq- 
ieph more thau ^ his chUdren, becaufe he was die Ion 
of his old age.” He probably was the companion, and 
the comfort, of his old age, as being more obfcrvant 
of him, and more pleafing to him, for the gravity of 
his dilpofition. And he made him a coat of many 
colours.” The diftinftion, we prefume, betrayed the 
wpaknels of the parent, and, though intended as a kindf 
nefs,. proved a fcrious misfortune to the fon. ** The 
coat; of many colours” might be in itfelf of little value, 
but, as a mark of fuperior regard, it naturally excited 
envy and difguft in thofe, whd had, or thought they 
had, an equal right to paternal favour. “And when 
his brethren faw that their father loved him more than 
all his brethren, they hated him, and could not fpeak 
peaceably unto him,”—Young perfons would do well' 
to remember, thai^ however they Ihould prize the affec¬ 
tion of their parents, if they defire to be fet up above 
the reft, as the obje<fts of peculiar notice and refped in 
the family, they are laying the foundation for much un- 
happinels tO themfelves, as well as to others. 

It muft be a rare inftance, in which a darling child 
is not a corrupt charafter. The conftant attention 
beftowed upon him is likely to produce the worft ef- 
fefts upon his mindj to make him forward, petulant, 
and overbearing. It does not appear that this was the 
cafe with Jofeph. But if it fliould be thought that he 
was fomewhat affiiming in his deportment, at the time 
we here refer to, we are dilpofed rather to pity, than 

R 3 feverely 
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fcverely cenfure him, at fueh an age, and in fbch 'cir- 
eumftances. 

It was the divine puipofe to exalt Joieph to a ftate 
of great eminence; which was very early made known 
to him by two prophetical dreams, ft was intimated, 
that his brethren, even all his father’s houfe, Ihould 
bow down, and exprefs their lubmiffion to lum. Had 
he been poffefled of mpre prudence, he would ftudiouf- 
ly have concealed die matter. But from juvenile fim- 
plicity, and perhaps from fome little exultation in the 
moft diftant profpeft of fo flattering an event, he told 
his dreams without any referve, and thereby drew a 
largp (hare of odium upon himfelf. " His brethren 
envied him, and hated him yet die morp for his dre^ns, 
and for his words.” 

Here, then, the plan of the hiftory opens upon us, 
God had determined, for fome Ipecial reafons, to place 
Jofeph in a ftate of high dignity; and thb counfel, lb 
ofienfive to his brethren, it was their grand aim and 
ftudy to defeat. But how vain is all oppolkion to 
God! By all their malicious contrivances, they were 
fo far from preventing, or retarding, the exaltation of 
Jofeph, that they were the very means of- accom- 
pliftiing the prophecies, they had derided. “The 
Lord of hofts hath purppfed, and who IhaH difan., 
nualit*?” 

Whilft they were engaged, at a confiderable diftance, 
in their occupation as fliepherds, Jofeph vifited them, 
upon the kind errand of enquiring after their wclftire. 

• Ifa. xiv. 27. 
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But how was he rewarded for his labour of love ? Not 
to mention the difficulties and dangers he met with by., 
the way, he no fooner appeared in their fight, than 
they confpired againft his life. " Behold,” (faid they.) 
“ this dreamer cometh. Come, now, tliercfore, and let 
us flay him, and call him into fome pit, and we will 
fay. Some evil beaft hath devoured him: and we fhall 
fee, what will become of his dreams.” It is remark¬ 
able, how their fcheme was fruftrated. Mofl unac¬ 
countably to us, Reuben, (whofe character was not 
the beft) was inclined to fiivour him, and to refeue him 
out of their hands; and therefore he propofed to caft 
him alive into fome deep pit. This plan was adopted* 
and immediately the poor trembling youth, utterly dif- 
regarded while in the anguifh of his foul he befought 
their compaflion, was ftript of his envied finery^ “ his 
coat of many colours,” and thrown into the pit. It was 
Reuben’s defign to deliver him,* and feflore him to his 
father; and, probably, he very foon left the company 
to make preparations for djis purpofe. But his counfel 
of mercy was over-ruled; for, in his abfence, it was 
recominended to them by Judah, (perhaps tlirough 
cpvetoxjfhefs, more than any mifgivings of confciencc) 
that they fhould take up their brother again, and fell 
him for a flave to fome hlidianitilh merchants, who 
were at, that inflant pafling by them on their route for 
Egypt. It was fuppofed, that, being configned, to 
flavery in a foreign land; he would never be heard of 
njore; and that his prophetical dreams of dominion 
>vould be as efFe( 5 hialIy defeated, as if his blood had 
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been flied. The propoi^, therefore, was acceded to* 
and he was fold for twenty pieces of lUver, and ^ven 
up into the hands of ftrangers. 

' Shall we not paufe a moment to refledt upon the ini¬ 
quitous condudt of the brethren ? It does not appear, 
that they were then ftruck with horror at their own wick- 
ednefs. And yet afliamed and afraid to avow what they 
had done, (for fin dares not to Ihew itfelf in open day¬ 
light, but ever fecks for a cover) they ftudied to con¬ 
ceal their guilt, elpecially from their aged parent, and 
therefore praftifed a bafe deception. The coat, which 
had caufed their jealoufy, the/brought to Jacob dipped 
in blood j from which it was concluded, Jofeph had 
been*devoured of wild beafts, and no further enquiry 
was made after hint.—Thus, it is pofiible, the moft 
flagitious adtions may, for a while, elude the public 
eye ■, Md the confciences of finners may be fo ftupified 
as not greatly to dillurb them. But may we not fay to 
them, as Mofes to the Reubenites, “ Be fure your fin 
will find you out* ?” Perhaps even here, your fchemes 
of villany, tranfadled in darknefs, lhall all be publifhed 
to the world, and your own fouls filled with infupport- 
able anguilh, at the recolledkion of what you have 
done. This, at leaft, will certainly take place here¬ 
after, and a folemn day of reckoning it will be, when 
God (hall judge the fecrets of men by Jefus Chrift.” 

But to return to the amiable youth, now reduced 
W a very low ftate indeed; he was conveyed into 
Egypt, and there difpofed of by the Midianites, like 
the catdc which are transferred from one tnafter to 

* Num, xxxii. 23. 
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apother. win foon aj>pjaar, however, that he was 
upder th? care of God, who oyer-ruled the whole oC 
this ftrange hiftory, feof; him tp this diftant countiy 
" to Ipve much people aliye,” and provided a houfc 
for his reception. He was fold to Potiphar, a man of 
fome rank, and a principal officer in the King's army. 
And here we have to contemplate Jofeph in a dif¬ 
ferent fituadon. He had already approved hhnfelf 
as an afFcdionate and dutiful fonj now we fhall per-r 
ceive his moft exemplary conduit as a fervapt. Doubt- 
lefs it would be particularly difficult for him, who had 
been brought up with much tendernefs, to conform to 
the duties of thjs new conditicai j but the grace of God 
fitted him for his place, and enabled him to peiform 
the offices of it with diligence and fidelity. In this 
way the Lord put an honour upon liim, and gave him 
fuch favour with his mafter, as to render his fervi-, 
tude lels irkfome to him. Tij,e divine bleffing, wfiich 
is the real fource of all profperity, accompanied Jofeph 
in a moft con4>icuous manner j for fuccefs attended 
all his concerns. He* was upright, aftive, and 
faithful ; and thus, while he did not conceal his reli¬ 
gion, the truth and excellency of it were feen and ac- 
knowlcdgedi This could not but ftrike Potiphar’s 
pbfervation, who foon found his advantage in Jofeph’s 
fervice, and therefore railed him to a higher poft, 
made him fteward over all his houfehold, and, com¬ 
mitted all his afiairs, without referve, to his care 
and, management; and “ the Lord blefled the Egyp¬ 
tian’s houfc for Jofe^jh’s fake 

• Gen. xxxix. i, &c. 
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This is a fuitable occafion for obfervingi that die 
very loweft fituation, and the mOflr' fervile offices 
are not be be thought contemptible j nay, they are 
hi^ily honourable, fince the Lord may be glorified in 
them, and Ibme of the moft excellent charaAers have 
been appointed to them. Nor let us fuppofc, that to 
be reduced to poor circumftances, is, of confequence, 
to be miferable. Perhaps Jofeph experienced more 
real happinefs in his attendance upon Potiphar, than 
under the indulgent eye of his father. We know, at 
kaft, that the Lord’s prefenep alone can render any 
place truly comfortable to us, and this was moft emi- 
nend)r vouchfafed to Joffph, while he was a fervant. 
It is diis, which conftitutes the felicity of heaven, and 
thofe, who arc favoured with a mealiirc of it upon 
earth, ought not to complain that they are in a mean 
condition, or fubjeeft to die will of another. 

But while the example before us may encourage 
diofe, who are in a ftate of fervitude, it will alfo in- 
ftruft them. Doubtlefe they fufFer peculiar trials j 
thofe of them efpecially, who are poffefled of genuine 
jwety, and fixed in die families of ignorant and pro¬ 
fane perfons. Still it ftiould be remembered, that under 
fuch circumftances they have an opportunity of recom¬ 
mending their principles to others, in the moft forcible 
manner. But, in this refpeft, their adiions will have 
a ftronger influence than their words j and the excel¬ 
lence of their rdigidn will beft appear by the confif- 
tency of their conduft. Let them difeover the fame 
meeknefs and integrity as Jofeph, and it will be con-» 
fefled that the Lofd is with them of a truth. They 
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^ be honoured and valued; and even men of die 
world, who defpifc all profeflion of godlinds, will find 
it for their advantj^e,. to have attendants of this kind 
about them. We truft, there are many, who thus 
" adorn the doftrine of God their Saviour.” We 
doubt not, that the blefling of God is upon many 
houfes, entirely for the fake of thole, who are em¬ 
ployed in ^ lowcft offices. Their fidelity and dili¬ 
gence will, of themfelves, do much, but their prayers 
will do more, to fecure temporal liiccels to their 
mafters. Ah! how different the cafe of thofe fer- 
vants, who know not God! However well they may 
be qualified for their work, in other refpefts, if they 
bring with them corrupt principles, and a contejupt 
every thing fcrious, they are to be dreaded, and niufl: 
prove a peft to the families where they dwell. 

But let the moft upright prepare their fouls for 
temptation, nor wonder if their chara^ers be afperfed. 

The Lord was with Jofeph;” and yet he was cx- 
pofed to the ftrongeft foiicitations to fin, and afperfed 
with the fouleft reproaches. But, though violently 
affaulted, he was not overcome; and, though crudly 
cenfured and opprelTed, to God he could cheerfully 
conunit his caufe. An eminent pattern of chaftity is 
here exhibited. We are called to behold the powerful 
efficacy of true religion in the heart, as a prefervative 
againft all allurements to evil. 

The ftory is related in the ^Eioft ardels manner. 
Jofeph’s miftrefs, flruck with the beauty of his per- 
fon, fixed her luftfiil eyes upon him, and, avowing 
|icr bafe dclircs, invited him to fin with her. The 
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ypujfe rgeftcd the propofel ^on@cncft 
aad reprefented to thb lhamelds woman, what hei- 
Horn and complicated giult it would be in him to yield 
ID her enticements. The truft repofed in him,—^thc 
ol^gadons he owed his mailer, for his kind and gene¬ 
rous treatment,—but above all, the authority, the holi- 
nefs, of God,—forbad his compliance. For thus he 
arguedi How ihall I betray my truft? How lhall I 
aft fo vile and ungrateful a part to my mafter?—But 
efpeciaJly, “ How can I do this great wickednels, and 

SINT AGAINST Gop ?” 

The temptation was not offered once only, but re¬ 
peated day by day l and»alas! there are few, who can 
ftand agwnft continual folicitations, however manfully 
they may refill for a time. But we learn in Jofeph 
to fulpeft our own ftrength, and to fly from that fitu- 
arion, which is dangerous, and may be fatal, to our 
virtue. In many cafes, #ven to parley with the enemy 
is to ^ve him W advantage againft us> Jofeph not 
only reftifed: to liften to her words, but, as much as 
poftlble, avoided her prefence, Ah! how many are 
vanquiftied throi^h a confidence of their own ability! 
They vOTture into thofe places and conneftions, in 
which they are^ conftantly expofed to the moft fevere 
attacks, and luppofe themfelves capable of maintaining 
the conffift. But, though tiiey may efeape one thruft 
and another, at loigth they are found oif their guards 
are wounded, and ofercome; A warning to us^ that 
we m» not into tmiptotion. 

The ^ hiftorian relates ono^ violent onfet in pardr 
puUr, wherein Jofeph’s chaftity was Suited. Hjs 

miftrefs. 
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iniftrefs, probably watching the opportunity, when 
flic thought that Ihe had obtained the convenioit mo¬ 
ment, and that no eye could fee her, feized on the 
lovely youth, and inilandy demanded the gratification 
of her lull. We almoft tremble for die conlequcnce: 
but the ilfiie was moft favour^le, Jofeph prcferved 
his integrity, and, diough feverely tried, acquired a 
glorious viftory. He determined to renounce hb 
honourable poft in, the family, hb reputation, hb li¬ 
berty, hb life, rather than give up hb confciqice, and 
provoke hb God. “ He therefore kft hb garment 
in her hand, and fled araJ got him out” 

We paufe a while to contcpiplate thb lingular ex¬ 
ample. To many, it is expcfted, the condulCt of 
jfofeph will appear mean and ridiculous. Thae are 
thofe, who prefumptuoufly laugh at all religious 
fcniples, as the bugbears of weak minds. But their 
fcom be to themfelves! While they plead for the 
innocence and lawfulnefs of the vileft gratification, as 
if every thing might be facrificed to their lufls. We 
will admire the grace of Sod, which could enable Jo¬ 
feph to maintain hb fteadfaftnefs in. fuch difficult cir- 
cumftances, entirely from a fenfe of duty. If we 
confider " what is in man,” and remember that Joftph 
was 6 f fuch an age, as is mofl liable to fell throt^ 
the folicitation of fenfual defires} if we attend to the 
frequency and vehemence, with which the propoial 
was urged; and refleiSt, that, humanly fpeakin^ he 
had litde reafon to apprehend a difcovery, that he might 
have'promifcd himfelf many advantages from a com¬ 
pliance Witii‘'hb miftrCfr, and had every thing to dread 

from 
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from her difpleaftire, if her offers were rgedtedj we: 
fliall be conftrained to acknowledge, tl»t he poffeflcd a 
firmncls in'religion, not commonly to be found even in 
excellent charafters. Ah! how many have been fe- 
duced by temptations, trifling to this! But we blefs 
Godi who can preferve his children, under the greateft 
as well as the leaft dangers. We are inflrufted, how¬ 
ever, that it wiU be necefiary for us to be defended 
with good principles, that we may know what to an- 
fwer, when we are folicitcd to fin. Unlefs the heart 
be eftablifhed in the fear of God, we conceive that all 
other barriers will eafily be thrown down, upon any vio¬ 
lent attack. But thole, who have learned to fet God 
before their eyes, whatever profit or pleafure may te 
propofed by any forljidden indulgence, will be able to 
replyi “ How can I do this great wickednefs, and fin 
againft God?” 

It will not, we hope, be forgotten, that it is in¬ 
cumbent on the young as well as tlie old, to refift every 
enticement. We are aware of that fpirit of licen- 
tiQufnefs, which prevails in the prefent day, which 
ever pleads for the gratification of our fenfual defires, 
be die confequences what they may, and encourages 
thofe elpecially, who are in the vigour of life and feel 
their paffions ftrong, to believe that they have a right 
to follow the impulfe of luft, and that the violence of 
temptation will be a fufficient excufe. But the fcrip- 
turcs teach us, that no age, no dreumftances whatever 
will juftify the commiffion of the leaft evil Yet, if 
you dread the thought of being overcome in the fpi- 
ntual conflift, it will, probably, be necefiary for you, 

not 
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not only to watch agdnft every alTault of your erte- 
miesj but, likejofeph, to be afraid ofliftening to any 

entreaties, and therefore to turn away your ears from 
the feducer, and to fly from the place of danger. 

What, then, was the reward of his integrity? This 
bafe and lhamelefs woman, who had been his tempter, 
became his accufer. Her lull was fucceeded by ragej 
and therefore, to be avenged upon him, as well as to 
prevent the difeovery of her own .guilt, Ihe charged 
him with an attempt to commit the very fin he had 
refufed, and produced the garment he had left with her, 
as a proof of her afiertions. Her ftory was credited ; 
and, as from the very nature of the circumftances he 
could not difprove the^ charge, he was obliged to Ije 
under the imputation of a moll heinous offence, and, 
as a vile criminal, was thrown into prifon by his in^ 
cenfed mailer. 

This was a moll afflidlive dilpenfation inde«i. We 
had begun to conceive hopef, that his troubles were 
ended. But now the prolpe< 9 : appears darker than 
ever; and we arc ready* to lay, as his brethren did. 

What will become of his dreams ?” We will not 
dwell on the mere bodily pain he endured in this Hate 
of confinement,- thpugh we are told, that, for a rime 
at leall, he luffered extremely in this refpedl. “ His 
feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron 
But more dillrelfing than his-chains w'ere the iinjull 
reproaches brought upon his charafter, and probably 
upon religion too on his account; and yet he had no 
wayjeft to vindicate his own innocence. A fitdarion 
• Pf; cv. 18,' 
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thisj pectUarly grievous to an Upright mind. But, 
j>eriiaps» wc arc all too eager to wipe off the foul 
sf^rftonsy which may be malevolendy caft upon our 
good name. It requires much ftrength of faidi, to 
wait till God himfelf lhall plead our caufe, and filence 
the adcufations of our enemies. He wfll do it, if we 
** abide patiently upon him:” ** He will make our 
righteoulhefs as clear as the light, and our juft dealing 
as the noon day.” Sooner or later he will {hew, on 
udiich fide truth lies; " and the rebuke of hb pec^le 
ihall he take away from off all the earth*.” 

If wc go down with Jofeph into hb dreary con¬ 
finement, we {hall find him, even there, fupported 
and Comforted; an objed not fo much of compaifion, 
as of envy. Our happinefs depends not on our out¬ 
ward iicuation: for the confolations of God can difpd 
the gloom of a prifbn. The very chief of the apoftlea 
and his beloved companion, Silas, were beaten with 
many ftripcs, thruft into a dungeon, and bound in 
the ftocksj but" at midnight they were finging praiies 
to Godf.” Shall Wc not fay with Elihu, " When 
He g^Veth quiemefi, who then can make trouble 
The fiurred hiftory is very parddukr in obferving, that 
** die Lord was with Jofeph,” though diimiffed from 
his matter’s fervke with difgrace, treated as a milefac- 
tor, loddedwilh diaiiB, and, probably, expefting to 
die. Yet even thioi, ** die Lord was with him,” in a 
^eodhtt maancTi and we are dmoft ready w con- 
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dude, thcfe were Jofeph’s beft days. He maintained 
the fame upright charafter, no doubt, when afterwards 
he was advanced to great power; but it is not fo ex- 
prefsly remarked, that he enjoyed the divine prefence 
in that exalod fituation. This thought, furely, is 
enough to reconcile us to the heavieft trials. 

Yean before After fomc time tlie diftrefles of his con- 
chnftjiyao. finement were alleviated, and, dirough an 
immediate influence from above, the mind of the gaoler 
was fo much inclined to fevour him, that Jofeph was 
more like the keeper of the prifon, than a‘common 
malefactor under dofe cuftody.—How wonderful is the 
government of God! He*raifes up friends for his 
own people, even in the midft of their moft cruel 
enemies, and often conftrains men of fierceft difpofi- 
tions to fhew a Angular ..kindnefs towards them. He 
does it in the courfc of his providence, every day; and 
to Him the praife is due, that his faithful fervants meet 
with any regard, or enjoy any external comfort or fecu- 
rit^ in fuch a world as this is. 

To the grace of God, alfo, we are taught to aferibe 
the wifdom, integrity, and meeknels of i^Jirit, which 
were fo evident in Jofeph, as to gain him relpcCt and 
fupport, where he had leaft reafon to expeCt it. He 
.appears to have been, in a remarkable manner, fitted 
for each place, to which he was appointed. What do 
we obferve in him, when all the concerns of the prifon 
were left to his care, but the utmofl fidelity and dili¬ 
gence? We do not perceive any anxiefy to vindicate 
his own character, nor any complaints of the bafe 
treatment he had received from his miflrefs, nor any 

VoL. I. S attempts 



258r SCRIPTURE characters. 

attempts to jecover his liberty, when it would havfe 
been cafy for him to have done it.- We admire that 
humility, with which he fubmitted to oppreffion, and 
thatfaith, by v/hich he intrufted his caufe with God, and 
waited patiently for the time of deliverance. We learn 
to apply to the fime inexhauftible foutce of all grace, 
tlut we alfo may be prepared for every change of fitu- 
ation, and endued with all neceffary gifts, for the ho-' 
nourable difeharge of our truft, and for our perfeve-- 
ranCe in every holy praftiec and difpofition. 

Trars before In this ftate Jofeph continued for fome 
Chr.ft, I'/is. hoping, no doubtj that he fhould 

yet be ^releafed from his Confinement, and, probably, 
having refped: to the divine Intimation, he had received 
in early life, that lie fliould be raifed to a moll elevated 
rank. At length an opportuiHty offered, which Teem¬ 
ed, for a while at leaft, to give him a profpeft of 
better times. Two of the King’s fervants, the chief 
butler and the chief baker, who had offended their 
lord, were call into prilbn, ary:! committed to the care 
of Jolcph*. In the Time night, thefe two perfons 
dreamed each of diem a dream, prophetical of their ap-, 
preaching fcntence, which Jofeph inteipreted, declaring 
that in three days die former fliould be reftored to his 
honourable place, and the latter doomed to an igno¬ 
minious death. This was a fuitable occafion for Jofeph 
to. befpeak the kind offices of the chief buder, whofe 
rct:onciliation with the King he had foretold. But, 
while we hear Jofeph reprefenting his cafe, and folicit- 
ir^ jhRt juftice might be done him, we are ftruclc with 

• Gen. xl. 1, &c. 
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his mo4eration and compofure, .and are hereby taught 
to fufFer with a meek and quiet fpirit. So fer from 
dwelling on the injuries he had fuftained, he did not 
once name his brethren or his miftrefs. “ Think 
on me, (faid he) when it ftiall be well with thee, and 
Ihew kindnefs, I pray thee, unto mej and make men¬ 
tion of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this 
houfe. For indeed I was ftolen away out of the land 
of the Hebrews; and here alfo have I done nothing 
that they (hould put me into the dungeon.” 

The chief butler, regained his poft, but, with die 
bafeft ingratitude, he forgat poor Jofeph’s requeft. 
Ah! how deceitful is huraan friendfhip! “ Put not 
your truft in princes, nor in the fon of man, in whom 
there is no help*.” The expedations, which Jofcph 
probably had forrfted from that quarter, failed him. 
This was not the appointed fealbn or way of deliver¬ 
ance, though the circumftanqe, here related, in the end 
led to his advancement. The divine wiidom faw it 
expedient, that his faith Ihould be jEurther tried; and 
that he fliould remain in pfifon “ two full years long-, 
er.” In that interval, no doubt, he had a feeling 
convidtion, that “ Salvation belongeth unto the I^ord f .” 

-—Thus it pleafes God to defeat our purpofes, and to 
break our plans, that we may maintain a more firm and 
fimple dependence upen Him. He will make us 
willing to leave the difpofal of ourfclves, and of our 
All to Wm,, and to fubmit to his determination tire 
time, ^ well as the means, of fuMing his own 
promifes. 

• Pfal. cxlvi. 3. t ®* 
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A different feene will foon open upon Us, and we 
lhall view this poor negledcd prifoner exalted to a 
ftate of the higheft worldly grandeur. But for the 
prefent, let us learn, 

I. That many of God’s deareft children may be 
the greateft fufferers. Neither is outward profperity 
any mark of the Lord’s favour, nor are the fevereft 
trials any token of his difpleafure. We have beheld 
Jofeph, a pious, amiable youth, of irreproachable 
manners, hated by his brethren,—through their cruelty, 
banilhed from his father’s houfc,—fold as a flave in a 
foreign land,—difmiffed from his mailer’s fcrvice with 
difgrace, loaded with chains as a vile raalefaclor,— 
nor reftored to his liberty, till thirteen tedious years 
had clapfed, from the time that he left his native 
country. In fuch a fituation, wKo would not have 
concluded, " The Lord hath forlaken or foi^otten 
tne ?” Unbelief would have fuggefted to us, “ I have 
cleanfed my heart in vain.” But it has appeared, that 
Jofeph was the objelSt of God’s conftant and peculiar 
carej that he received from him lingular proofs of his 
kindnefs; and that, by thefe very affliftive difpenla- 
tions, he was prepared for future greatnefs, and even 
his promifed exaltation brought about. Shall we fay, 
that this was an uncommon cafe ? Is it not, rather, 
the ufual method of the divine providence? We re¬ 
member it is written, ** That wt muft through- much 
tribulation enter into the Icingdom of God*,” and that 
“ our afflifiion,” (heavy and long as it riiay feem) ** is 
light and but for a moment, and workedi for us a far 
• Afts xiv. 22. 
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more exceeding and eternal weight of'glor7 We 
perceive alfo, 

2. That the judgments of God,, which" are ah or¬ 
dered in wifdom, and are, like Himfelf, “ holy, juft, 
and good,” are yet very myfterious to us. We fee 
but very little of the defigns of his government, and 
that litde, darkly. We muft wait till tlie confumma- 
tion of all things, in order to form any confiftent opi¬ 
nion: and then how amazing will the plan appear, 
when the whole lhall be laid before us! 

In the cafe of Jofeph, it has pleafed God to difeover 
his own purpofe, and ^e very remarkable fteps, by 
which that purpofe was effeded. His aim, from die 
beginning, was to exalt Jofeph; and this wouM have 
been eafy for Him in a thoufend ways. But he choofes, 
for the difplay of. his own glory, to make the very 
oppofirion of his enemies the means of accomplihiing 
his will; and thus he proves, that “ there is no wilHom, 
nor underftanding, nor counfel againft the Lordf.” 

We are hereby alfo inftruded, that matters of the 
higheft importance' botbto ourfclves and to all the world 
may take their rife from circumftances, which at the 
firft appear of the fmalleft moment. What a chain of 
events do we behold in this hiftory, wonderfully con- 
nefted together, and neceffarily depending one upon 
another, and leading to an ilTue of the greateft magni¬ 
tude ! Had not Jofeph dreamed;—^had hp pbt impru- 
dendy told his dreams;—had he not vifited his 
brethren;—^had not Reuben and Judah given the advice 
they did;—^had not the Iflimaelites paffed by at the 

• 2 Cot. iv. 17. t Prov. xxi. 30. 
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Very time,—^bought him,—and'carried him Into Eg3rpt} 
—had he not been fold to Potiphar,—tempted by his 
niiftrefs,—call into prifon;—had not the prifoners, 
and Pharaoh alfo, dreamed,—^Jofeph would not have 
attained to his very high exaltation. Thefe preceding 
■difpenfations, at leaft, were die appointed means of 
raifing him to the government of a very powerful na¬ 
tion,—of prcferving that whole country, and many 
odiers likewife, from perifhing by famine,—of fup- 
porting the family of Jacob in particular,—and of 
thus continuing the line, from which it was decreed 
that the Saviour of the world Ihould come,—and, 
therefore, of accornplifhing the Redemption of man¬ 
kind. * On fuch apparendy trifling and cafual circum- 
ftances may our comfort and fefety, our life and our fal- 
vation itfelf depend. O let us truft and praife the 
Lord God of Ifrael, “ who only doeth wondrous 
things,” and to him let us cheerfully commit the 
keeping of our fouls, befeeching him, that all events 
may tend to bring us nearer to himfelf, and prepare 
VS for his own everlafting kihgdom! 
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S E C T. 2, 

"JoJeph interpreted Pharaoh's dreams—made governor oj 
Egypt - married—furnijhed corn out of his Jlores — re¬ 
ceived his brethren — di/covercd himjelf to them —font for 
bis father—fupplied the Egyptians voith com—vifited 
his fick father ■■ buried him—comforted his brethren — 
pyojpered—died in faith. 

Amidst all the varices difpenfations of God, both 
in his providence and grace, we have obferved that this 
is the invariable rule of his conduft, “ Whom he loveth 
he chafteneth, and fcourgeth every Ion whom he receiv- 
eth*.” Perhaps we may aflvance a ftep farther, and 
lay, that thofe, whom he defigns to exalt to higheft 
honour, and to employ in the mod eminent lervices, 
he firll proves and qualifies by fome lingular and very 
fevere affiiftions. We have feen one of the moft ex¬ 
cellent charadters, for a long time harafied with calami¬ 
ties of a complicated nature ■, and we are taught, that, 
during all thofe years of trial, he was not only intended 
for a prolperous and elevated condition, but in a feate 
of preparation for it. In due feafon he obtained deli¬ 
verance from his bondage; and in him was that graci- 
pus promife folfilled, He lhail call upon m<? and I 

will 
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will anrwcr him: I will be with him in troublcj I will 
deliver him, and honour liim*.” 

Y«rs before Jofeph, whilc a prUoncr in Egypt, was 
chnft,i7i5. by the perfon, from whom, it 

fliould feem, he had formed fome expeftations of aflift- 
ance. But, though the chief butkr forgat Jofeph, the 
God of heaven looked upon him widi regard, and, in 
a furprifing way, effedted the grand purpofe of his ex¬ 
altation. The mind of Pharaoh was much difturbed 
by a dream, which all the wife men in Ws kingdom 
were unable to explain f. On this dccafion, the chief 
buder remembered his ingratitude, and recommended 
Jofeph to the King’s n«'tice, for the ikill he had dif- 
coVered in the interpretation of dreams. The poor 
Hebrew, therefore, was fen#for, in great hafte, from 
tlie place of his confinement, and, after changing his 
prifon garments, he ftood in the prefence of Pharaoh. 
We might alk, confidcr^ng the nature of his education, 
Was there any thing fo remarkable in his underftand- 
ing or abilities, as to engage the attention of the 
Court ? But we obferve, that “ God hath chofcn the 
foolilh things of the world to confound the wife.” He 
determined, therefore, to Ihew the folly of the magi¬ 
cians of Egypt, and the vanity of their pretences, 
and at the fame time, by means of this fimple youth, 
to make known Wmfelf as the God of providence, who 
forefees and appoints every event. Tet us learn to 
aferibe ^ory to Him. 

■V^th what humility, and yet with what firmnefs and 
dignity, did Jofeph' appear before flie King! He 

• Pfal. xci. 15. + Gen. xli. i, &c. 
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fought not fevour by mean flattery or fubmilfion, nor 
was he alhamed to confefs, that he was the fervaat 
of the living God, and that he depended upon Him 
for diredtion in this matter. When it was intimated, 
that he could underftand a dream to interpret it, he re¬ 
plied, **It is not in me; God lhall give Pharaoh an 
anfwenof peace.” May the fame mind be in all thofe, 
who are endued with any eminent gifts! Inilead of 
arrogandy taking any praife to themfelves, may they 
ever remember, that “ a man can receive nothing ex¬ 
cept it be given him fron^heaven and fay therefore, 
“ Not unto us, O Loid, not unto us, but unto thy 
name give ^ory f!” 

The dream was related by the prince, and immedi¬ 
ately interpreted by JofepTi, who declared that God 
had thus Ihewed to Pharaoh what he was about to do. 
Under two different emblems, by the appearance of 
feven fat and feven lean kinc, as alfo by the like num¬ 
ber of good and bad ears of corn, the king had been 
warned in his fleep, that feven years of remarkable 
plenty would be fucceedeef by an equal period of moft 
grievous famine. It was,- therefore, recommended to 
him, to appe^t a governor over his kingdom, who 
Ihould provide for the approaching fcarcity, by 
laying up ftorcs in the preceding feafons of great 
fhiitfulnefs. The counfel was approved} and it was 
confefled that fuch wifdom, as Jofeph had difeovered, 
was truly wonderfiil, and could be given him only by 
the Spirit of the living God. Pharaoh, then, deter¬ 
mined that Ac very man, vdio, by Ac divine inlpiration, 

• John iii. 27. f Pfd. cxv. 1, 

had 
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had fiiggefted tlie advice, fliould be fixed upon to carry 
It into execution; and, for this purpofe, Jofeph was 
ifiMiiediately invefted with the higheft dignity in the 
ftate, and with an unlimited power to tranfadl all the 
affairs of the government; to bind even princes at his 
pleafurc, and to teach the fenators wifdom “ See,” 
faid Pliaraoh, I have fet thee over all the land of 
Egypt: Thou fljalt be over my houfe, and according 
unto thy word fhall all my people be ruled: only in die 
throne will 1 be greater than thou.” 

The conduct of Pharaoh may be propofed as an 
icxample to cliriftian kings. Let them learn from an 
heathen ruler, that it iS die foundeft policy to promote 
fuch perfons to honour, as are zealous for God and 
rappear to be endued with his Spirit. If " righteouf- 
ncfs cxalteth a nation,” die public welfare will be moft 
jeeure under the management. of thofe, who, being 
devoted to the fear of God, will exert themfelves for 
the fupport and advancement of true'religion, and thu^ 
bring down die divine blefllng upon the people. 

If now we advert to Jofeph, we fhall behold him 
with all the enfigns of royalty itfelf, adorned with 
Pharaoh’s ring, with fine raiment, and a gold chain, 
expreflive of d^nity, and riding in his chariot of 
ftate, while they cried before him, " Bow the knce.”~ 
What a change is here! and how fuddcnly effeded! 
We are conftrained to acknowledge, “ This was the 
Lord’s doing.’* To Him we.muft aferifae dream, 
as well as the inteipretadon, which was diecau&of 
this exaltation. How great is His power^ who 

^ Pfal. cr. 22. 

turn 
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turn the hearts of all men, wluthcrfoever he pleafcth! 
How firm his promife; how unchangeable his love 
towards thofe, who fear him! " He raifeth the pOot 

out of the duft, and lifteth the needy out of the dung¬ 
hill : that he may fet him with princes, even with the 
princes of his people —^Are we not hereby encou¬ 
raged to maintain our dependence upon God, even in 
the loweft condition, and efpecially under unjuft re¬ 
proaches ? “ Commit thy way unto the Lord; tinjft 
alfo in him, and he fliaJl bring it to pafs,” We allow, 
then, the juftice and propriety of an Apocryphal com¬ 
ment upon the whole of this hiftory. The divine wif- 
dom, “ when the righteous was fold, fbrfook him not, 
but delivered him from fin: She went down with him 
into the pit, and left him not in bonds, till Ihe broxight 
him the fceptre of the kingdom, and power againft 
thofe that opprefled him: as for them that had accufed 
him, Ihe Ihewed them to be HaJ^s, and gave him per¬ 
petual glory f." 

Do we think rit ftrange, that Jofcph’s caufe was fo 
long delayed, and that he expofed, for lb manj 
years, to the moft injurious treatment and the fouleft 
afperfions ? It Ihould be remembered, that the Lord 
is not accountable to us, whatever we, or any of his 
people, may luffer: "Let Him do, what foemeth 
him good.” But we know our heavieft afflidions 
proceed from his love. For as ** gold is tried in the 
fire, fo are acceptable men in the furnace of adverfit^," 
tuid they muft pals through one furnace after and&er, 

* P£d. cxiii. 7, 8 , f Wifd. x. 13, 14. 

tifl 



^68 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

till their corruptions be purged away. There is a ne- 
ceffity, therefore, for the trials even of the moft emi¬ 
nent faints, on account of the depravity ftill remaining 
in them. It is probable, that Jofeph’s advancement 
might have been fatal to him, had he not been previ- 
oufly prepared for it by a long courfe of fufFering. 
** We Chould have located upon him with .concern (fays 
an admired writer) had we feen him in bonds, and 
known his innocence. But God, who had a far more 
indulgent and tender compallion for him, left him in a 
condition, from which we f^puld have delivered him*.” 

More pleafmg to Jofeph, doubdefe, than all the ho- 
noi|rs of his new fituadon, was the pro^icd of exten- 
live ufefulnefs, which it afforded him. We turn our 
attention, therefore, to his conduft in this high depart¬ 
ment, and confider of what kind was his adminiftration 
of the government. Did he give into the fenfual ex- 
cefles of the Court,, or make his great preferment 
the means of procuring his own indulgence ? No j we 
find him immediately and conftandy mindful of the 
important bufinefs, to which he was not only appointed 
by Pharaoh, but called by God himfelf. The duties of 
private life, alfo, had a fliare in his regard i for, having 
njiarned a perfon of diffinguilhed rank, he was bleffed 
with a &mily. To his two children he affixed figni- 
fic^tnan>es, expreffive of his gradtude for what jGqd 
had done for .him. , 

l^jat ,n^th^r did his domeftic comforts engage, his 
^ei;cwcern: the pruft repofed m him by the kinj^ 

* See this hiilory beaudfuNy illaftrated in RoUin‘s Bell. Lett. 
Voulll. 
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and the ui^nt necefllrie& of the'people, demanded and 
eiigroffed his continual attention. Witii an uhcort- 
irion diligence, and with the mctfl difinterefted fidelitf, 
he went tliroughout all the lan^ of Egypt, preparing 
ftore-houfes in every city, and depofiting therein the 
vaft increafe of corn during the tiriie of plenty. A^t 
length the famine came, according to the precBftion, 
and the utmoft diftrefs pervaded the whole kingdom 
and all the neigMjouring countries. “ Go to Jofej^,” 
~Was the cortwnand of Pharaoh to all th<^, who 
cried to him for relief: and by the provident care of 
Jofeph, and his tender regard to their wants, their 
lives were preferved.—^What a* pattern does this wile 
governor exhibit, to thofe who Hand in the higheft 
fituation! They are appointed to their place for die 
benefit of others, and, as ftewards, are accountable for 
their conduct. Let them be willing^ therefore, to fore¬ 
go their own profit and indulgence, that they may ren¬ 
der themlelvcs of real ufe in the world. 

Years before Tlic dearth, we have feen, was moft ex- 
chrift, 1707. jgjjfive; its grievous efiefts wero felt fer and 
wide. But, upon this occafion, the holy Icriptures call 
our attention chiefly to one fmall fomrly, the hovfe of 
Jofeph’s father, the pofterity of Abraham j from which 
the promifod Saviour was to defcend. The concepts 
of that litde circle were of more cbnfequence in God’s 
eflimation, than thofe of all the nations on dlte catch 
befide. A very minute and moft intereftirig-account, 
therefore, is ^Ven us of thrir circumftances: and hePe^ 
the plan of this very remakablc hiftory is rawe dearly 
unfolded to us, 

Jacob 
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when under the prellure of fome grievous calamity, 
they fhall ftand arraigned at its bar, be conftrained to 
feel and acknowledge the jufticc of its charge, Rnd b)s‘ 
filled with confufion and difmay for thofe very fins, 
iirfuch they had feemed to have forgotten, or made 
lig^t of Elpccially, where there has been a religious 
education, as in the cafe before us, paft inftruftions and 
admonitions, which might appear for a long feafon to 
be utterly loft, will be rccoUefted, and produce the 
ftrongeft impreflions of terror upon the mind. 

This was a moft afte< 5 tipg feene; more than the 
heart of Jofcph, with all his apparent leverity, could 
bear. He waa obli^d tQ withdraw from them, to 
give vent to his teare, 'that he might not betray his 
real charafter. " He turned himfelf about from them 
and wept.” But as his defign was not yet anlwered, 
he refumed his former auftcrity, and took from them 
Simeon, and bound him before their eyes, requiring 
him to be detained as a pledge for their return. They 
were, however, difmifled, with great kindneft: their 
afles were laden with corn: they were fumilhedwith 
ppovifions for their journey j and their money was pri¬ 
vately reftored. 

But are they fuffered to depart without an explana¬ 
tion ofothe very ftrangc reception they had met with? 
Is no tender melTage fent from Jofeph to his :^ed fa¬ 
ther? And muft the heart of the good old man be 
ftm more deejdy wouiided by the lols of Simeon, and 
the demand made for Benjamin?—^We apprehatd, 
riiat, in the whole of this very fingular deportment, 
Jofeph was aduated by the pureft aflfeaion towards 

them 
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them all. wiflied to be aflured of the repentance 
of thofe, who had confpired againft him j and his trial 
of them had, in part, anfwered the purpofe, as it pro¬ 
duced from them a confcffion of their guilt. He was 
:dlb dcCrous to fee his venerable parent and his beloved 
brother Benjamin. But he could not defert his fitua- 
tion: and if, at the firft, he had difcovered the whole 
of his hiftory, in order to have invited them, the end 
might have been defeated. His brethren, to hide their 
own fin, would, probably, have concealed the matter 
from Jacob, and vifited Egypt no more. To enfiire 
their return, therefore, and gradually to prepare tloe 
way for the tranlplanting of all^tlleir relpedtive families, 
Simeon was detained, and Benjamin required. 

We forbear to repeat the diftrefs of Jacob, and 
the very great reluftance, with which he permitted 
Benjamin to leave him, when compelled the fccond 
time by the famine to fend his fons into Egypt *, Suf¬ 
fice it to fay, that Jofeph received them with the ut- 
moft kindnefs and affedtion. With the warmeft ex- 
prefllons of regard, he erl^iuired after their welfare and 
that of their dear father} and when he had fixed his 
eyes upon his younger brother Benjamin, his heart .was 
overwhelmed with die ftrongeft emotions of love and 
joy} “ and he fought where to weep} and he entered 
into his chamber, and w^t there.” After giving vexM: 
to his tender feelingSj he appeared again before them, 
with all the dignity of the lord of Egypt} 8 nd,ye^ to 
their utter aBoniihment, he admit^d diem to fit down 
a familiar enten^pa^ ^tdi himfelf. While they 

. * Qef. zliu. 1 ., iif. 
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were eating and drinking in his prefence, he (hewed 
refpeft to them all, but paid a particular attention to 
Benjamin. 

Did he, then, upon that occafion make known him- 
lelf to them ? Noj he determined, by another device, 
to gain further proofs of their repentance, and of their 
dutiful regard to their father. When they were ready 
to depart, he commanded the fteward of his houfe, 
not only to fupply them plentifully with corn, and to 
put every man’s money in his fack’s mouth, but alfo 
to hide his own filvef cup in Benjamin’s fack*. It is 
obvious, what his kitention was: he was thereby furniflied 
with a pretence for drying them j and, while Benja¬ 
min Teemed to be con\d£ted of dilhonefly, and to have 
forfeited his liberty, if not his life, they were all re¬ 
duced to the deepeft diftrefe: and thus an opportunity 
was given, more clearly to difeover the true ftate of 
their minds. Then Jpfeph perceived, what he had 
eameftly wilhed forj that their former barbarity of 
fpirit was fubdued, that they were ftung with the 
keeneft remorfc for their cruMty towards him, “ kindly 
afFeftioned one to another with brotherly love,” and, 
as dutiful children, moft tenderly concerned for their 
£itheris comfort. 

This was enou^: No forriicr trial was neceflaryj 
nor couM jofeph any longer bear to put a violence 
upon himfelf. While they ftopd ttembling before him 
he comnumded his attendants to withdraw, and then, 
fiiddtoly btufting into Kars, declared his real charadberf. 
He cried aloud ‘*1 am Jofephi” and infbntly, with 

* Gea* xlir, i, Icc. f xlv. t,&e. 
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afteftionatp femembrance of his abfent parent, he 
aiked, " Doth my father yet live A dilcovcry, lb 
unexpefted, and which brought to their recolledion 
flieir paft guilt, filled them with furprife, and terror, 
and confufion. " They could not anfwer him, for 
they were troubled at his prefence.” But to rcUeve 
himfelf and them, he called them near to himj and, 
while he repeated, I am Jfofeph your brother, whom 
ye fold into Egypt,” he afiured them of his complete 
forgivenefs, and direfted their attention to the over¬ 
ruling providence of God, which had made ufe of their 
cruelty for the moft ^acious purpofes, not only to 
exalt him to the highell dignity, but to fave tire lives 
of thoufands, and to preferve their pofterity in parti¬ 
cular, by a great deliverance. 

The wonderful tidings he had thus publilhed to 
them, he was anxious to fend to his venerable fether 
in Canaan; and, being apprized of the continuance of 
the famine for five years longer, he was eager to tranf- 
plant both him and all dre different families of his bre¬ 
thren Into Egypt,, thaf he might refeue them from 
want, and provide them widi a place of feCurity and 
comfort near to himfelf. He defired diem, therefore, 
to haften back again with the tendercft alfuranCes of hU 
love to their common paraiti and with the moft earneft 
requeft, that he would inftandy remove all his hotile- 
Jiold. But the afteifting Intendcw was not yet con¬ 
cluded. He could not conceal his parnality to Benja¬ 
min, his own mother’s fon, who accordingly received 
the .firft, perhaps the warmeft, cxprelfions of his re¬ 
gard. But his heart glowed with fervent affeftion to 

T 2 them 
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them all: “ he kiffed all his brethren, and wept over 
them i” and then their fears were fo far difperfed, that 
they were encouraged to talk with him. 

Every circumftance in this ftory is moft uitcrefting 
and inftrudive. Without -attending to tlic horror, 
whichjthe rccoUcftion of their guilt excited in the minds 
of his brethren, what opinion ftiall we form of the con- 
dud of Jofeph? Upon a review of the whole, will 
any objedion lie againft him for his Iceming feverity ? 
Will it be faid, that he wa^ haughty and revengeful ? 
On the contrary, may he not be propofed as an admi¬ 
rable pattern of meeknefs, long-fufiermg, and forgive- 
nels? < The injuries, he*had received, were unpro¬ 
voked and almoft mparallded: and, had he been dif- 
pofed to revenge himfelf, he was fiirnilhed with the 
moft convenient opportunities. But, inftead of return¬ 
ing evil for evil, he took pains to comfort thofe who 
had conlpired againft his life, upbraided them not 
■with what they had done, and, with a p^-ental tender- 
nefs> providoi for their fuppprt. He will teach us, 
therefore, “ to foffer long, and to be kind.” 

Preparations were then made for tlieir departure. 
The King of Egypt, alfo, as well as his Vicegerent, 
invited them to come and fix their abode in the richeft 
part of his dominions; and they were dilmifled, witli 
pro-vifions for the way, with large prelents for diein- 
felves and their hither, and. with conveyances for the 
removal ofaJl their families.—One thing, perhaps, rday 
" lurpnie us. The laft words of Jof^h ito his brethren, 
upon his taking leave of them, were a folcmn caution, 
wMch may feem to imply a r^roof: ** Sec foat ye foil 
5 not 
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not out by the way,” But, doubdefs, he faw fuffi- 
cient reafon for fuggefting this admonldon, not only 
from their former dilpofitions, but atfo from the cir- 
cumftances which had occurred. Jt was fcaibnabk 
and moft brotherly advice; that, being reconciled to 
him, they Ihould not quarrel with each otlier, but 
abfrain from mutual upbraidings, and not call; a§y re> 
fleftions, wWch might imbiteer their fpirit.—We friould 
remember, that the fame counfel is at aU times necef- 
fary, even to thofe who are the children of the fame 
heavenly Father. For alas f they alfo are difpofcd to 
reproach one another, aJid to “ fall out by the way.” 

We omit the particulars of the journey, wherein 
the aged Patrkrch, and his numerous progeny around 
him, were conduced from the promifed land of Ca¬ 
naan to a foreign country *. But we cannot overlook 
the tenderaefr and filial affeftion of Jofcph, who, upon 
hearing of Jacob’s approach, haftened to meet him, 
and, with expreflions of reverence, loye, and joy, to 
bid him welcome mto Egypt. How amiable did dils 
Governor of a moll powerful nation appear! Not 
forgetting himfelf amidft the Iplendors of a court, nor 
alhamed to avow his former low coniteftions in life, he 
bowed before the hoary Ihepherd, and fell upon his 
neck, and wq)t with many tears. Nor was this an 
empty profeflion, made in fecret only. He feemed 
eager to bring both his fother and his bredu-eh into 
public notice, though their fituation'was' mean, and 
their occupation odious, in the eftimation the 
cans. He introduced them to the king himfelf 


* Gen.'xivi. i,&c. 
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whofe klndnels towards them was very remarkable*. 
By his appointment drey were put in pofleffion of a 
moft fertile part of the kingdom j and there they were 
proteftcd and nourilhed under the care of Jofeph. 

Thus we behold him ftridiy attentive to his duty, 
both as a fon and a brother; and more honourable to 
him tiaan his fine veftures, or his chariot of ftate, was 
his condefcending and moft affcdHonate regard to thofe 
relations, who were then fo much below him. Herein 
was true greameft of mind dilplayed; fcldom, alas! 
to be found in thofe, who are fuddenly raifed to an 
elevated rank. In general, ’v^e obferve them proud 
and oppreflive; Ihy of their former connexions, and 
unwilling to have it known, from what original they 
Iprang; as if mere outward ornaments conferred a real 
dignity. How &lfe an eftimate I Let the example of 
Jofeph teach us (and religion will ever demand it of 
us), to attend to the various calls of tire different offices 
we fuftain, and the places in which we ftand. This 
will be the brighteft glory, to which we can attain j 
which will add a luftre to the bweft individual, no lefs 
than to the higheft minifter of ftate. 

The family of Jacob, then, was fettled in Egypt, 
which, ftrange as it may feem, in more inftances than 
the prefent, proved a nurfing mother to the Church. 
This we perceive to have been efieXed by the imme¬ 
diate infiuence and interpofition of God, and to Irave 
been the grand defign of his providence in all the pre- 
cedii^ hi]ftor)f. Bu^ while Jofeph was affeXionately 

* Gen. xlvu. i, &c. 
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mindful of his Other’s houfe, was he inattentive to the 
neccflities of the Egyptians ? Noj they were reduced, 
indeed, to the utmoft diftrels} but, through his un¬ 
wearied exertions, they were prcferved from perifliing 
by the frmine, and made to acknowledge, that they 
owed thdr very lives to him. He has been accufcd of 
cruelty and injuftice towards them: but, upon a frrious 
review, we approve his condudb in the very difficult 
part which he had to aft. He ftood between Pharaoh 
and the people, and was bound to confult the honoui 
and intereft of the Sovereign, no lefs than the fupport 
and welfare of the fubjefts. It is obfervable, however, 
that, though there were fuch different demands upon 
him, he acquitted himfelf with affonilhing wifdom and 
integrity. They cried to him in their extremity. 
Give us bread, for why Ihould we die in thy pre¬ 
fence ?” And while he Ibid unto them for the fupply 
of their wants, their money,^ their catde, their lands, 
and even their liberty were all alienated to the King. 
Thus Jofeph, as a fteward, was faithful to his truftj 
but he promoted not the purpofes of arbitrary power. 
The poffeflions of the people, therefore, were reftored 
to them, a fifth only being referved for Pharaoh.— 
We paufe, and admire, not merely the prudence of 
Jofeph, but that gjace which enidjled him to difchaigt^ 
with fidelity, the duties of the Prime Miniftcr of a.large 
and powerful nadon, no left than thofe of a iervant and 
a gaoler} and we are herdby encouraged to expeft 
from our God all necefiaiy alfiffance ftir the various 
offices of fifr. 

T4 
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Vein before purfumg thc hiftory of Jofeph, we ftill 
Chrift, i6!i9. perceive in him, even to thc end, die du¬ 
tiful fon and affedtionate brother, as well as the wife 
flatefinan. Fw feventeen years he enjoyed the pieaf- 
ing and inftruftive fociety of his pious father Jacob, 
but at length he was called to the very painful 'talk of 
{landing by his dying bed, and taking his laft leave of 
him. When he heard of Jacob's ficknefs, eager to 
teftify all filial reverdice and love, he haftened to vifit 
him, accompanied by his two children Manaffeh and 
Ephraim, that they alfo mi^t behold the faith and 
hope of a departing faiifet, and profit by his prayers 
and admonitions at that ,folemn fcafon*. It was dif-* 
treffm^ doubtlefs, to lofe fo valuable a parent j biut 
in the good man’s diflblution flich evident prodfs ap¬ 
peared of his fervent piety and unfhakOn confidence in 
God, as muft have afforded the moft ufeful leifon, 
and adminiftered the ftrongefi; confedation to his weep¬ 
ing &mily around him, Jofeph, in particular, was 
reminded of the Angular diliKnlations of Providence, 
by which the Patriarch had been conducted and pre¬ 
ferred, and of the divine promifes alfo made to hith 
and to his feed. He heard him^ in die views of death, 
declare his firm expettation, that it would be as God 
had faid,}, and, while he {a'efentad 1^ two ions before 
him^ he was withefs to the bameff petitions put up to 
God fiw. them, and to the bened^ion folemhly 
pronounced i^n them j though, contrary to his own 
defir^ thc younger was pr^rTed befeae: die dder. 

• Gen. xlviii., 1, &c. 
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What fccnes fo profitable as the dying betk of be¬ 
lievers, who can maintam their hope in God even to 
the laft! Do they admire and praife the grade and 
merqr which diey have experienced, encourage dick 
friends to adhere fteadfaftly to God, and, with an 
eloquence arwi fervour of which others are incap^le, 
exprefs their confidence in the Covenant ? What, then, 
do we learn from their teftimony? Do we not, on 
fuch occafions, feel the reality ^d excellence of reK- 
gion ? Do we not confefs die vanity of the world in 
its beft enjoymerits, and Ipum at all its offers, while 
we are conftrained to fay, “ Let me die the death of 
the righteous ?” More ufefui ,to Jofeph, furcly, muft 
have been this vifit to his father, than all the , pageantry 
of Pharaoh’s court. 

Jacob, we have fcen, before he expired, with great 
folemnity and by the fpirk of prophecy blcfled all his 
children*.- But peculiar noticq was taken of Jofeph, 
and it was obvious, even then, that he was the favour¬ 
ite. For, when the old man came to fpeak of this 
darling fon, he feemed to* dwell with delight upon his 
name. Yet we own, thefe were the words, not fo 
much of the fond parent, as of die inlpired prophci. 

Jofqpli is a fruidul bough, even a fruitful boi%h by 
a well} whofe branches run over die wall: The archers 
have Ibrely grieved him, and fhot at himb and JiMed, 
him} but his bow .abode in ^firength, and the arate of'' 
his l^ds were made Arong by die h^ds of die flinty 
God of Jacob: from thence is the fhejdierd, the ftoM 
of Ifeasl : iiven by die God of thy feiher, who diall 

* Qeti. xlix. I, tec. 
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help thee, and by the Almighty, who fliall blefs thee 
widi Weflings of heaven above, bleflings of the deep 
that Heth under, bleflings of the breafts, and of the 
womb: The bleflings of thy father have prevailed 
above the bleflings of thy progenitors, unto the utmoft 
bound of the everlafting hiUs: they lhall be on the head 
of Jofeph, and on the crown of the head of him that 
was feparate from his brethren.”—^We need not add a 
comment. The hiftory of Jofeph is here briefly re¬ 
lated, and the future condition of his pofterity predidt- 
ed. The fupport he had received under his unparal¬ 
leled trials was moft devoutly afcribed to the divine 
favour; and it was alfo^declared to be the purpofe of 
Heaven, to crown his family with bleflings of every 
kind, bleflings moft eminent and moft durable.—It 
will become us likewife to remember, that the Lord 
alone makes the diftinftions we perceive in the various 
circumftances of men., He putteth down one, and 
fetteth up another In every profperous fituation, 
then, let not our hearts be exalted, but let his name 
be glorified. For “ who maketh thee to differ ?” 

The pious fon flood, with unremitting attention, 
by his departing father; and, in teftimony of his un¬ 
varied affeftion, “ he fell upon his face, and wept 
upon liim, arid killed himf-” Nor did his filial re¬ 
gard ceafc here. He had received a charge to remove 
the dead body to Canaan, to be interred in the fepulchre 
of Abraham. He, therefore, caufed it to be embalmed 
albr the manner of die Egyptians; which might be 
rendered necelTaiy by the length of the intended jour- 
* Pfal. Ixxv. 7. t Gen. 1 . i, &c. 
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ncy, and was alfo a mark of refpedt due to the re¬ 
mains of him, who was fo nearly related to the Go- 
ycrnor and Saviour of that country. Jofeph himfelf 
went with the rdifts of his dear parent to Canaan, ac¬ 
companied in the funeral proceflion with all the retinue 
fuited to his high rank, as Prime Minifter of Pharaoh. 

Does not the charadter before us excite the efteem 
and admiration of every reader? The amiable meek- 
nefs of his Ipirit was confpicuous on almoft every oc- 
cafion. But in no inflance does he appear more lovely 
than when difcharging the duties of an aflPedionate fon 
and dutiful child, though tlevated to the chief honours 
of Egypt. Have we not obferved him rejoicing to 
hear of his father, when feparated from himj moft anxi¬ 
ous to promote his welfare j avowing his relation to 
him before Pharaoh’s court j and continually attentive 
to his comfort, even to the lateft moment? This was 
true dignity indeed. 

And upon whom is not the command binding, 
“ Honour thy father and thy mother?” The obferv- 
ance of this precept is pesuliarly pleafing to God, and 
has generally, in the prefent life, “ great recompcnce 
of reward.” Reafbn, as well as religion, enjoins it. 
For, how much do we owe our parents! It will be 
impoflible, by any a£ts of kindnefs, to repay them for 
the expence, and toil, and anxiety, they have had on 
our account. Is this properly confidered? May we 
not lament the perverfenefs and cruel obftinacy of chil¬ 
dren, and even their want of natural affcftion ? How 
many aged perfons are grievoufly afflifted by the un- 
kindnefs of their own offspring! When they fland in 

moil 
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moft need of relief and comfort, arc they not utterly 
negkfted and defpifed by thofe, whom, for many years, 
they have tenderly watched over, and, widi mexprcf- 
fible diftrefs to themfelves, laboured to lupport and to 
advance in the world. Shall any cxcufes be allowed? 
No difference of rank, no age in life, ho fuperiority 
of abilities will exempt us from the duty; and, moft 
aflurcdly, a contemptuous difregard of it will bring 
down the curfe of God upon our families. 

While Jofeph was mourning for his fathcri he found 
an additional caufe of forrow, in a meflage he received 
from his brethren. Their common parent was now 
removed, whom they had confidered as their bulwark 
of defence. They thought that Jofeph might have 
abfttuned from revenge dirough his affeftionate regard 
for Jacob; but they began to fear tliat, all reftraint 
of this kind being taken away, they Ihould fall under 
his heavieft dilpleafur^. They ferit, therefore. In the 
moft liipplicating terms to crave forgivenefs for their 
lin, enforcing their petition with the facred names of 
his father and of his father’s God.—Ah! how fulpicious 
is guilt! How miferable, how abjedl the finner, under 
the reproaches of an awakened confcience! I'he 
wicked arc mdeed ready to “ flee, when no man pur- 
fuedi.’’ Was fiich a requeft necelTary ? Had there been 
any malicious refentment cherilhed in Jofeph’s heart? 
Far otherwife. Their very jealoufy, therefore, and 
their entreaty gave him much pain, and called fordi 
many tears. 

Not yet fatisfled, they came to him.; and, what 
had at firft fedfned to do, and afterwards had done 

unwittingly. 
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unwittingly, now they did voluntarily ; they fell down, 
with lowUeft proftration, before him, and find, “ Be¬ 
hold, we be thy fervants !”—Let the generous man, 
who has never had any other defigns than thofc of kind- 
nefs, even to his enemies, judge of the diftrefs of Jo- 
feph upon this occafion. But this very circumftance 
affords another proof of the greatnefs of his mind, in 
that complete forgivenefs and benevolence towards 
his brethren, which marked his charader diroughout. 

While they were trembling at his feet, he raifed 
them up and comforted tiiem with afiurances of his 
love. He was affefted, he was grieved by their fub- 
miffion, and their crying to hinj for mercy; and there¬ 
fore he referred them to God, who alone had a nght 
to take cognizance of their conduft: “ Am I (laid 
he) in the place of God?”—We flioukl forget our- 
felves, and invade die office of God, if we fhould 
prefurae to avenge ourfelves: and we are grolsly igno¬ 
rant of the nature and evil of fin, if we are content 
with afking pardon of our fellow finners, and do not 
make fupplication to our Judge. It is the prerogative 
of the Lord God Almighty to punifh, and He only 
can forgive our iniquity. 

That they might not “ be fwallowed up widi over¬ 
much forrow,” he pioufly obferved to them, that God 
had over-ruled their treatment of him for wife and 
merciful purpofes, which called for their waraidt gra- 
timde: As for you, ye thought evil agsinft toe;: but 
God meant it unto good.”—This confideratioa may 
ferve as a clew to us, to unravel fome .vcry.myftfirious 
difbenfations. We are taught by Jofeph to look beyond 

aU 
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all leCondary- caufes of our trouble, and even beyond 
the wickednefs of men and devils, to the gracious and 
holy defigns of God, and to the influence of His pro¬ 
vidence, who worketh and none can let. " He fitteth 
upon the throne j” and whatever commotions are 
nufed, while he feems to be difappointed of his aim, 
he is really performing all his pleafurc. He fuffers 
fmners to fhew the exceeding depravity of their hearts, 
and their rooted enmity againft him and his people; 
but, like the waves of the fea, which rage horribly, 
fliough they tofs themfelves^ yet they can not prevail. 
They are inexcufable for their bad intentions} but he 
brings good out of evil, and caufes their very fins to 
miniftcr to the ends of his government, and the pro¬ 
motion of his glory. 

How many benefits were derived, in the cafe before 
us, from the bafe conduft of Jacob’s fons,—to Jofeph 
himfelf—to his fathef—to his brethren—and to the 
Egyptians ! The God of Ifrael was hereby made 
known among many nations, and the line was pre- 
ferved, from which the promifed Saviour was to come. 
** God meant it unto good}” and in this view, it 
ftiould feem, Jofeph acquiefeed and was thankful. 
Such a conviftion of the holy fovereignty of God 
will keep us from fretfulnefs and impatience, and in- 
fpire us with the firmeft confidence, even while we are 
fufiPering by the violence of ungodly men. We confefs 
that his way is in the deep;” and we ought never to 
forget, that though he permit our wideednefs, and will 
get honour by it, we mufl: lie in the duft before him, 

and 
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and fay, " To us bdongeth ftiame and confiifion of 
face!” 

But, fince God bears with our perverfenefs, we alfo 
fhould bear with one another. We have already fcen, 
in Jofeph’s character, fbme ftriking inftances of pa¬ 
tience and forbearance; and now again at the laft, the 
fame fweetnefs of temper is difplayed. His brethren 
were in dreadful apprehenfion, that he would exert his 
power to crufh and to deftroy them. “Noj” faid 
he, “ fear ye not; I will nourifh you and your litde 
ones. And he comforted them, and fpake kindly unto 
them.” This is a leffon of moft important inftrudion. 
Here we behold an example of diat charity, which 
“ feeketh not her own, and is not eafily provoked.” 
Is the fame mind alfo in us ? Do we poflefs this pe¬ 
culiar mark of true Chriftians ? Do we not only love 
one another, but can we “ blefs them that hate us?” 
Are we “ overcome with evil,” or do we “ overcome 
evil with good?” Ah! wliat unchriftian tempers do 
we witnefs in thofe, who call themlelves the difciples 
of Chrift! What ftrife ind contention I What bitter, 
nefs and evil fpeaking! What a readinefs to take fire 
at every fuppofed infult! What pride, implacability, 
and refentment! But let xis not vainly flatter ourfelves, 
that we know any thing of true religion, unlcfs we 
have “ crucified the flefh with the affeftions and 
lufts.” 

Years before Thc fcquel of Jofeph’s hiftoty ts com- 
chnft,i63j. pj.j2e(j jn a few fentences. Though he 
lived from the death of Jacob, the fjmce of fifty-four 
years, we are told only, that he continued to enjoy 

much 
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much prolperity in Egypt, and faw his father’s houfe, 
and his own defcendants, multiply around him. At 
length the period arrived, when he muft lay down his 
honour in the dull. But, in the profpedl of his ap¬ 
proaching diflblution, his heart was cheered with “ a 
hope foil of immortality.” Firmly depending on the 
promile of God, he looked forwards to the deliverance 
of the Church, not merely from Egypt, but from the 
bondage of fin and Satan through the Redemption of 
the Saviour. In token of this expeftation, he gave a 
folemn charge to his brethren in his laft moments, to 
preferve his dead body, and carry his bones into Ca¬ 
naan, alluring them that God would in due time con- 
dudt'diem thither. Accordingly we read, that, in all 
the journeyings of the Ifraelitcs tlirough the wildernels, 
the bones of this honoured Patriarch were conlidered 
as a facred depolit, which they carefully conveyed with 
them, and as a conllant intimation tliat the Covenant 
of God would ftand fait with them. Not, therefore, 
to a vain foolilli defire of fettling the place of his bu 
rial, for his own glory, but*to his lively hope we are 
to aferibe his dying requeft according to the com¬ 
ment of an infpired writer: “ By Faith jofeph, when 
he died, made mention of .the departing of the chil¬ 
dren of Ifrael, and gave commandment concerning his 
bones*.” 

Thus, then, the death, as well as the life, of this 
eminent faint was truly excellent i and we are furnilhed 
hereby with ftrong encouragement to perfevere in the 
fervice of God. How happy to let out early in die 


• Hsb. xL 22. 
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heavenly race, to continue fteadfaftly, and to finilh the 
courfe with joy! This did Jofeph: this may we alfo 
do! Let us look to the end; and, while we have re¬ 
gard to the faithfiilnefs of God, like Jofeph we may 
rgoice and triumph in the liability of the Covenant. 
Even then, when the pains of dilTolution are upon us, 
if we have trufted in Him, on whom the Patriarchs, 
Prophets, and Apoftles depended, we need not fear to 
fay, “ My flelh and my heart faileth, but God is the 
ftrength of my heart, and my portion for ever.’* 


VoL. I, 


U 


JOSEPH 



29® 


SCRIPTUaE CHARACTERS. 


JOSEPH 

A TYPE OF CHRIST. 

SECT. III. 

JoJeph may be ctmfidered as typifying Cbriftf in his Juffer- 
ings—bis advancement—and the benefits of his govern¬ 
ment. 

The events, which are recorded in tlie life of Jo- 
feph, arc fo veiy remarkable, that diey muft necelTarily 
engage the attention, and intcreft the feelings of every 
reader. They cannot fail to plcafe, aftonifli, and in- 
ftru6t, if confidered only as a common hiftory. But 
it may be ufeful, beford’ we drop the fubjeft, to take 
another view of this eminent Patriarch, not now as an 
example of righteoufnefs, but<*as a figure of that more 
illuftrious Perfonage, the Seed of Jacob, who was 
raifed up for. infinitely greater fervices, than he whom we 
have been contemplating. Upon a ferious comparifon 
of the two, we lhall find a moll: ftriking refemblance 
between them, at leaft in many important circumftances. 

The holy feriptures, clearly, abound with typical 
reprefentations} in which fome adtions and charadters 
were defigned to exhibit an emblem of others. Parti¬ 
cularly, the main outlines of the grand fcheme of Re¬ 
demption were pointed out, in many ways, from the 
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beginmng. The offices, dignity, fuiFenngs, and grace 
of the Saviour appeared in promifes and prophecies, 
throughout the old teftamait, and were alfo defckbed 
by types, or certain allufivc pictures, in a variety of 
things, perfons, and events. The dilpenfarions of God 
to former ages afforded a likenefs of what he intended to 
accomplilh, “ in the fulnels of time,” and has now 
brought to pafs by his Son jefus Chrift. We lhall, 
therefore, find fome common hiffories containing a 
myftical reference to the Gofpel, and, without any 
force, capable of an evangelical application. In many 
inftances we are exprefsfy direfted to fuch a fenfc by 
the feriptures themfelves. Thus Adam, Noah, Mel- 
chifedcc, Ifaac, Mofes, Aaron, David, and o*thers, 
were evidently “ figures of Him that was to come.” 

jofeph, indeed, is not mentioned as a typical cha- 
radter by the writers of the new teftamentj and, it is 
granted, where they do not lead the way, we fhould 
be very cautious and referved in drawing conclufions 
of tliis kind. There is great danger from indulging 
a lively imagination, ^i^ch may readily difeover a 
thoufand refemblances, where none were ever meant. 
For, while we follow our own &ncies, we may fall 
into the grofleft abfurdities, and expofe, to the utmofl: 
contempt and ridicule, the very truths we wifh to re¬ 
commend. But there are lb many points of agreement, 
between Jofeph and the Saviour, that the comparilba 
muff be allowed to be juff, and fuch as naturally offers 
itfdf to us. It may alffi be a moft profitable employ^* 
roent, ami a proper improvement of the hiftory we 
have been conlidering, to contemplate the Lord Jefits 
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as typified by the Jewilh Patriarch. And in domg 
this, it will be acknowledged that we are juftified by 
Ibme venerable names, and are treading in the fteps of 
leveral pious and judicious commentators. We refer 
only to one. ** It is plain, (fays a learned and ad¬ 
mired author) that the defign of God, in joining to¬ 
gether lb many lingular circumftances in the life of 
Jofeph, was to defcribe the principal lines in that of 
his Son. We Ihould, therefore, know the hiftory of 
Jofcph only by halves, if we ftopped at^e bare fur- 
face, without informing ourfelves of the hidden and 
myfterious fenfc, wherein the moft eflential part of it 
confifb, as Jefus Chrift as the end of the law and of 
all the fcriptures*.” 

Omitting fome minute particulars, we lhall perceive 
the cleareft proofs of an exadb likenefs, in confidering 
their fulFcrings, their advancement, and the benefits of 
their government. 

I. Their lufferings. Moft uncommon and diftrelT- 
ing were the affliftions of Jofeph even from his earlieft 
years. We need not repeat the tragical ftory: It will 
ealily be remembered, that he was derided, hated, and 
perfecuted by his brethren, becaufe he teflified of their 
evil conduit, and prediifted his own glory;—that his 
kindnefs towards them was recompenfed with the moft 
cruel iiguries;—^that his life was aimed at, and that he 
was fold for a few piec^ of filver;—that, through the 
bafcftacculation, he was condemned, without an ad¬ 
vocate to plead his caufc;—that he was treated as a 
vile malcfeilor, numbered with thofc who were ap- 

* Rollin's Bell. Lett. vol. Hi. 

pointed 



JOSEPH. 293 

pointed to die, and for fome years confined in a dun¬ 
geon;—^and yet, that, in the midft of all, he was meek 
and patient, and opened not his mouth in murmur or 
complaint. Do we not obferve herein a ftriking pic¬ 
ture of that condefcending and gracious Redeemer, 
who, in the depth of his humiliation, was more afflided 
than any man? This greater Son of Jacob endured 
trials the moft: fevere, and of a nature fimilar to thofe 
we have now recounted. He could fay with truth, 
I am becpme a ftranger unto my brethren, and an 
alien unto my mother’s children*: They compafled 
me about alfo with words of hatred; and fought againfl: 
me without a caufc. ’ They have rewarded me evil for 
good, and hatred for my lovcf-” For “ he was de- 
Ipifed and rejefted of men i a man of furrows and ac- 
rjuainted with grief J,” ‘‘ He came unto his own, and 
his own received him not§;” becaufe he teftified of 
them, that their works were^ evil ||, and fpake of his 
own exaltation at the right hand of God, demanding 
their unfeigned fubmiflion to himfelff^. He came to 
them upon an errand of*love; but “ they would none 
of his counfel:” When they few him, they feid, 
“ Come, let ps kill him**.” They fought to appre¬ 
hend him, but were reftrained, by an immediate in¬ 
fluence upon their minds, till his hour arrived ff. At 
length, he was betrayed vile confideradon of 

thirty pieces of filver, and given up into the hands of 
grangers. Charges of the moft atrocious kind, but 

* Pfal. Ixix. 8. t cix. 3, 5. t Ifa. liil. 3. 

f John i. II. 11 vii. 7, f Matt. xxvi. 64. 
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unjud; and maliciotls, were brought againft tumj and 
he was condemned upon the evidence of falfe witnefles. 
For there were none to ftand forth in his behalf none 
to compaflionate, or to do him juftice. Thus he de- 
Icribes his own cafe: ** Reproach hath broken my 
heart; and I am foil of heavinefs; and I looked for 
fome to take pity, but there was none; and for com¬ 
forters, but I found none*.” Not to dwelj on all the 
cruel infults put upon him, and the tortures which the 
rage of his adverfaties invented for him, we cannot 
forget that ** he was numbered with the tranfgreflbrs.” 
For while we accompany him to, Calvary, we behold 
him m a fituation the moft ignominiotis we can ima¬ 
gine, between two thieves, " the one on his right hand, 
the other on,his Icftf.” But what do we hear from 
him? Do expreffions of anger, refehtment, ordifcon- 
tent break forth from his Kps?‘ He was filent under 
reproaches; he complained not of the iniquitous fen- 
tence, by whidi he was condemned. He was op- 
preffed, and he was affliifted^ yet he opened not his 
mouth :t,” dtfcept it were in prayer and blcfllng. He 
went down alfo ** into the lower parts of the earth,” 
and continued a prifoner of the grave till the third day, 
but diere hjs* humfliation ceafed: ** His foul was not 
left in hell, neither did his flelH 'foe‘ corhiption.” 

The bare relation of JofopK’s fufferin^ muff deeply 
iffedt evciy comp^fiohate heart, and perhaps may exr 
"Cite miiny tears. But vnth what fee^gs do we receive 
the Gofpel hiffory, and behold Him, ** who was holy^' 
harmlefs, and undeiiled,” in circumftances infinitely 

• Pfal. Ixtx. to. f Mar. xr, 27, -a8. f ^fa. liii. 7. 
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mrar painful? It were, indeed, of little moment to 
weep for the injurious treatment of die Saviour, jiil 
as w 6 might do under an imprefliion of pity for any 
innocent perfon in diftrefs. A tendernefs of this kind 
docs not imply the exercifc of any truly Ipiritual prin¬ 
ciples and tempers. We are here called “ to look upon 
Iiim whom we have pierced and therefore, while we 
mourn for Him, we are chiefly to confidcr our own 
evil defert, and the aflonifhing greatnefs of his love. 
He fuffered, not merely as a virtuous man under op- 
preffion, but as a facrifice for fin, offering up himfelf 
a propitiation for the moft rebellious, even for diofe 
whom he might have made the monuments of his hea- 
vieft difplcafure. 

We turn from the contemplation of the crofs and the 
grave of Jefus.; and^ upon a furthw view of the two 
perfons we are comparing, we remark 

II. Their advancement a^ glory. We have fcen 
the Patriarch fuddenly delivered from His prifon, and 
raifed to a fituation of lii^efr rank and difringiiiihed 
honour. His moll painfril.iCakimjtics paved the way 
for his exaltation. He was ddigned, indeed, by God 
himfelf for this elevated frate, and was therefore in- 
vefted with fupreme power and dignity, accordmg 
(o the prophecies concerning him. He was fee over 
the whole kingdom of Egypt, ahd had the abfolute and 
uncontrolled difpofal of all ha aSTrirs, being fubjedl only 
to^ Pharaoh. The people confeflfcd his authority, and 
bowed down before him, with all fuitable reverence and 
obedience. Diilant nations alfo came and paid their 
homage to himw and even his brethren, who had 

U 4 malidoufly 
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malicioufly oppofed his advancement, were compelled 
to proftrate themfelves at his feet. 

But we behold one greater than Jofcph. '' We fee 
Jefus,” after his aftonilhing humiliation and in confe- 
quence of it,crowned with glory aiwi honour 
The grave was obliged to give up her dead} and He, 
who was one while “ the very outcaft of the people,” 
a few days afterwards declared, ** All power is ^ven 
unto me in heaven and in earth f.” The Lord faid 
lUnto him, ** Sit thou at my right handj.” “ He hath 
exalted liim to be a Prince and a Saviour: Far above 
all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this world, 
but alfo in that which is to come; And hath put all 
things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over 
all things to the Church §.” This alfo was effcdted 
according to “ God’s determinate counfel and fore¬ 
knowledge,” and for the completion of all the prophe¬ 
cies concerning him, which had been delivered from 
the beginning of the world. " Thxis it behoved him 
to fuffer, and through fufferihg to enter mto his glo¬ 
ry 1|.” Much oppofition had been made, in order to 
fruftrate the divine purpofe concerning him} but that 
very.eircumftanqe tended to promote it. “ The king¬ 
dom, then, is the Lord’s, and he is the Governor 
among the nationsf.” In his human nature, indeed, 
he is fubjedt to the Father} for though " all things 
arc put under him, yet He is excepted, which did put 

• Heb. ii. 9. Matt, xxviii. 18. 

t Pfal. cx, 1, § Afls V. 31. Eph. i, ai, 2Z. 

II Lake xxiv. 26, 46. f Flal. xxii. 2S, 
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all things undcphim*.” As God, he could not be 
capable of any advancement; but he fuftains the office, 
of which we are now Ipeaking, as Mediator. And, 
in this charafter, " He ffiall have dominion from fea 
to fea, and from the river unto the ends of the eardi. 
They that dwell in the wildernefs lhall bow before him; 
and his enemies ffiall lick the duft. Yea, all kings 
ffiall fall down before him: all nations ffiall ferve 
himf.” For “ God hath highly exalted him, and 
given lum a name which is above every name; That at 
the name of Jefus every knee ffiould bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth; And that every tongue ffiould confefs that Jefus 
Chrift is Lord, to the glory of God the Father J.” 
The very Jews themfelves, his brethren according to 
the fleffi (when the fulnefs of the Gentiles ffiall have 
come in), ffiaU fubmit themfelves to him, and “ He 
ffiall reign over the houfe of Jacob §.” 

Do we, then, unfeignedly acknowledge his autho¬ 
rity, and fulfil his commands? Are we willing, that 
tliis man ffiould reign over us ? It is not enough, that 
we admire his dignity, or pay him an external adora¬ 
tion. With expreffions of homage in our lips, we 
may be difaffedlcd to him in our hearts: and it is the 
reverence, and the obedience of the heart, which he 
chiefly demands. If, however, we are pradifingany 
hy^rify and deceit in this matter, he will fearch it 
put, for he trieth the reins. And if we refiife to bow 

t Pfal. Ixxii. 8, 9, 11. 

§ Luke i. 33. Rom. xi, 25, 26. 
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to his fceptre, he will make us feel liie rod of his an¬ 
ger, and prove his right to the throne which he pof- 
felTcs, “ by breakup his enemies in pieces like a pot¬ 
ter’s vefiTel*.” 

We purfue the rcfemblancc in another particular, 
and confldcr 

III. The benefits of their government. It has ap¬ 
peared to be a lingular blelTing to Egypt and to the 
furrounding nations, as well as to Jacob’s family, tivi: 
Jofeph was exalted to that ftate of eminence, which he 
attiuned. Throu^ his prudential care many iivii 
were prcferved from perilhing by famine: and thouyj; 
his father’s houfe were’driven to great extremity, k 
was lent before them to provide an ai'ylum for them. 
On this account, it Ihould feem, that honourable name 
was givtai him, which has been interpreted « The 
SAV iotTR. OF THE WoRLD.’’ All, who felt the dif- 
treffes of want, were »nG0uraged to feek relief from 
him. Go TO Joseph” wk the grand direftion: nor 
was any application triade in, vain. Various kingdoms 
ware fupported from the ftores which he had laid up; 
and even his own malicious brethren were, Rafter a 
Ihort trial, received to his favour, affured of forgivc- 
nefs, fupplied with every neceflary, and put in poflef- 
fron of the country which he had prepared for diem. 

ThiS) though a very remarkable, is but a faihf repre- 
fentation of the advantages derived to a guiliy wbrid 
from the government of Jefus. For, vhat are all 
temporal bleflings, compared to thofe which are fpi- 
ritual and eternal? Let us behold “ tire man> who is 
• Pfal. ii. 9. 
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God’s fellow,” beftowing the inefUmable benefits of 
repentance and remifllon of fim.” For “ he hath 
afcended on high, he hatlt led captivity captive; ne 
hath received gifts for menj yea, for the rebellious alfo, 
that the Lord God may dwell among them*." He 

fliall deliver the needy when he criethj the poor alfo, 
and him that hath no helper. He fhall Ijsare the poor 
and needy, and fhall fave the fouls of the needy. His 
name fhall endure for ever: his name fhall be conti¬ 
nued as long as the fun: and men fhall be bleflcd in 
him: all nations fhall caH him bleffedf.” “ Neither 
is there falvation in any other: for diere is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
muft be faved J.” And of his fiilnefs have all we re¬ 

ceived, and grace for grace §.” We are complete 
in himll*.” For "He is made unto us wifdom, and 
righteoufnefs, and fanftification,' and redemption^.” 
He is therefore called by a f%nificant and moft pre¬ 
cious title, exprelTive of the great deliverance we ob¬ 
tain by him, Jesus, The Saviour, " Becaufe he 
faves his people from their fins **.” " He is able to 

fave to die uttermoft ff:” nor is he more able than he 
is willing. It is not enough to aflert of him, that he 
will receive the application, and relieve the wants, of 
every poor, deftitute, miferabie creature, crying t© hiii» 
for help; but he invites, he commands, he aitreacs 
all thofe, who are ready to perifh, to accept the blelf> • 
ings of his government. With the tonderefi; com- 

• Pfal. Ixviii. 18. f Ixxii. tz, 13, 17. J A£b iv. jz. 

^ John i. 16. II Col. ii. io> <| i Cor. i. 30. 

•• Matt. i. zi. tt Heb. vii. zj. 
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pafllon he fays, " Look unto me, an 4 be ye faved, 
all the ends of die earth; for I am God; and there is 
none elfe*.” And thus again he publifhes his grace, 
" Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you reftf“ And him that 
Cometh to me I will in no wife caft out J.” 

Thoufands have experienced die truth of thefe de¬ 
clarations, and have been refeued from everlafting de- 
ftrudion by this mighty Deliverer. Many nations 
have paid their homage to him; and many more, we 
Trull, will yet “ take his yoke upon them,” and “ be 
blefied in him.” The very Jews themfelves, w'ho gave 
him,,up into wicked hands, to be crucified and ilain, 
fluiU obtain forgivenefs through him. They (hall turn 
to die Lord, and be faved. He will not then upbraid 
them for their former contempt of him; but he will 
Ipeak kindly to them, admit them to a familiar inter- 
courfc, and appoint them a kingdom near to himfelf 
for ever. 

But moft gracious as the invitation of the Gofpel 
is, it is defpifed and rejeded, till men feel diftrefs of 
confcience, and apprehend their- danger. Then the 
relief provided is confefled to be moft fuitable; and 
every thing elfe, in comparifon, finks in value. The 
hungry foul beft knows how to eftimate the blefling of 
having bread to eat: and to an awakened finner, who 
is in dread of impending deftrudion, the grace of Jefiis 
will appear of higheft worth, infinitely preferable to 
all that tire world can offer. He, and he alone, wjh 

• Ifa. xlv. *2. t Matt. xi. 28. | John vi. 37. 
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account It as “ the pearl of great price,’* and will fell 
all that he has, that he may buy it *. 

May wc not enquire, then, of all, to whom die 
meflage of the Gofpel is fent. Do you underftand die 
true ftate and condition of your fouls ? Have you a 
deep lenfe of your need of falvation, and a fear of being 
loft for ever ? We would not flatter you, that your cafe 
is better than you fuljiedl: but we propofe a remedy, 
which is adapted to perfons of your defeription, and 
in eveiy refpedl adequate to your wants: Only be you 
perfuaded, to come and fybmit to this Prince of peace; 
and humbly and thankfully receive thofe ineftimable 
blefllngs, which he waits to give, and which none, clfe 
can bellow upon you. 

Or, does the remembrance of your former enmity 
againft him difeourage you ? Juft caufe, indeed, you 
have for lhame and humiliation. But behold, how 
rich his grace! No fooner lhall he perceive you prof- 
trate at his feet, confelTing your iniquity, than he'will 
fay unto you. Live. Lik^ Jofeph’s brethren, you may 
be troubled before him at the recolleftion of your guilt; 

' ut he wiM encourage and comfort you with fuch words 
as thefe, “ I am your Salvation: fear not; your fins 
are forgiven you!” 

Or, do you afk. What profit fhall we have, if we 
apply to him ? Enquire of thofe, who have made the 
trial. Were their petitions rejefted; or their expecta¬ 
tions difappointed ? They will all teftify, that his ac¬ 
ceptance of them was gracious, that his communica¬ 
tions of Ipiritual blelfings have been liberal, and that he 


• Matt. xiii. 46. 
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has bellowedi upon them liich flrong confolations, as 
they had never before conceived, and cannot now ex- 
prefs.—^We would remind you alfo, that the confe- 
quence of not complying with his invitation will be 
more than a lols of happinefs: it will be certain, final, 
and aggravated mifery. If you continue to refufe fub- 
miffion to him, he will fhortly vindicate his own cha- 
rafter, and avenge the infult you put upon him. For 
“ he that believeth not the Son, fliall not fee life;, 
but the wrath of God abideth on him 

• Johnii!. 36. 
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CHAP. XI. 


SECT. I. 

Joh, the reality of bis biftery—lived before Mqfes—~his cafe 
inJlruSlive — of an excellent cbaraSfer—of high rank -— 
reli^ous — charitable—tbpugh dear to Gcdy expefed to 
Satan's temptations — loft all his fubftance and children 
at once—Submitted — affiiSled with a grievous dijeqfe — 
forjaken by his acquaintance — tempted ly his wife—yet 
juftified God. 

I T was a very remarkable caution, which a wife 
Heathen gave to the richeft ^donarch in the world j 
when, refufing to admire his wealth and grandeur and 
to pronounce him the happieft man, he warned him to 
confider, in the midft of his envied greatnefs, what the 
end might be *. The advice at the time was defpifed, 
byt this exalted King afterwards felt its propriety, when, 
rtripped of all his dominions, he was led in chains, and 
bound to the ftake to be burned. The admonition 
perfectly accords with the fentiments and langu^ of 
the inlpired writers, who exhort us, “Not to boaft of 
to-morrow,—^nor truft in uncertain riches f.” 

•-Croefum, quern vox jufti facunda Soloni* 

Refpicere ad longx juffit ipatia ultima vitx. 

Juv. X. 274. 

t Prov. xxvii. i. 1 Tim. vi. 17. 
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Our own obfervadon, indeed, of common life, as 
well as ancient records, muft furnifh us with many ex¬ 
amples of the precarious t<;nure pn which earthly pof- 
felfions are held. But, though the emptinefs of all pre- 
fcnt things be generally acknowledged, men are ftill, 
widi the greateft ardour, aiming at a ftate of opulence, 
as if this were fure to be abiding, when once obtained; 
and thus, with confeflions of the vanity of the world, 
our fouls are continually “ cleaving to the duft.” 

The charafter, which now comes before us, will 
admonilh us, in a forcible manner, not to place our 
happinefs in any outward advantages, inalinuch as they 
may fuddenly be removed, or imbittered to us. A more 
ftriking inftance of this cannot be produced, than the 
hiftory of'Job, whom we fhall fee, in one day, plunged 
from the fummit of human greatnefs down to the loweft 
abyfs of diftrefs and mifery. 

The book of Job is a,compoficion of a peculiar kind, 
and, in the principal fubje£t of it, is totally detached 
from all the other books of feripture. Its authenticity 
and infpiration have been generally acknowledged; but 
fome of the circumftances relating to it have given rife 
to various dilputes, into which however, as being 
foreign to our defign, we do not intend to enter. 

The original is written in metre, and is a poem of 
that fort, which has ufually been termed the dramatic. 
There may be fome allegory, and much poetical orna¬ 
ment and amplification; but part of the work contains 
a plain, fimple narration of important fefts; and thefe, 
chiefly, are what we arc concerned with, as far at leaft 
as they exhibit the charaftcr of a very eminent faint. 

It 



JOB. JO5 

It has been doubted, indeed, from the nature of the 
compofition, whether the whole be not fabulous, or only 
a facred parable, which has no foundation at all in real 
hiftory. But to this the ahfwer is obvious: It carries 
not widi it the marks of a fable, but appears to be a 
genuine account, grounded on truth, though it be 
clothed in a poetical drels, and certain paflages, elpeci- 
ally the fpeeches, may have received fome enlargement 
from the author, which is an ufual licence in writings 
of this kind. We faid that it Hands alone, as being 
utterly unconneded with the other records of the old 
teftament; but two of the mlpired penmen bear witnels, 
that there had been fuch a perfon as Job, of the yery 
charaHer which is here deferibed. JEzekiel teftifles of 
his eminent piety, and ranks him with thofe illuftrious 
fervants of God, Danid and Noah, whofe exiftence has 
not been queftioned*j and St. James propofes him as 
a pattern of patience to all believers f. It deferves our 
notice alfo, drat St. Paul confirms the authority of the 
book, by quoting it as a part of facred feripture J. 

Very different have beth the opinions of learned men 
concerning the time when Job lived. The moft pro¬ 
bable, and the moft prevailing fentimenc is, that he was 
defeended from the family of Abraham, by Nahor his 
brother (amongft whole kindred it Ihould leem that 
true religion obtained and flouriftied for a while), and 
that he is to be placed not far from the ancient Patri¬ 
archs. From many circumftances we conclude, that 
he was prior to Mofes: the yery advanced period, to 

• Ezek. xiv. 14. f Jam. v. ir. J C^pare Job v. 13, with 
I Cor. iii. 19. 

VoL. I. X which 
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which his life was prolonged (not lefs, we apprehend^ 
tlian two hundred years) forbids us to think that the 
age of man was then fliortened to its prefent contra< 5 ted 
limits: the nature and numbfer of the facrifices, which he 
offered, not being agreeable to the Mofaic inftitution, 
afford a ftrong prefumption that the Jewifli economy 
was not then cftablilhed: and, as this book makes no 
mention of die jieculiar fituation of the Ifraeiites under 
the law, nor contains any clear reference to the rites and 
ceremonies of that law, we are inclined to believe that 
the tranfanftions, which are the ground of the poem, 
occurred before the aftonlfliing deliverance of the He¬ 
brews from their Egyptian bondage*. It has, there¬ 
fore, 43een moft generally fuppofed, that, during their 
pppreffion in Egypt, and at a time when little of the 
true knowledge or worlhip of God was to be found on 
the earth, diis holy man lived, and fpread his influence 
amongft an idolatrous people in the land of Idumea and 
Arabia. We have already obferved in Melchifedec, 
and we now remark in Job and his friends, that God 
may fometimes be pleafed to reveal himfelf to thofe, 

• See this opinion judicioully Hated and defended, in Lightfoot’s 
works, vol. i. page 23; Lowth de facra poefi praeleft; xxxii, and 

in Shcrlocii's difeourfes on prophecy. Differt. ii.-Dr. War- 

burton, in his divine Legation of Mofes, brings down the date of 
the book fo low as to the return of the Jews from the Babylonifli 
captivity, and fuppofes it to be written with a peculiar reference to 
the diftrefs they might feel, upon their re-eftablilhment in Canaan, 
becaufe the extraordinary Providence, granted to their forefathers, 
was then withdrawn. But he allows that it contsdns a real hiilory, 
and that Job lived, as re|)refented above, in the Patriarchal age, or 
at kail before the time of Mofes. 
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vrho are not v/ithin the pale of his ounvard and vifible 
Church. He is not confined to any particular means of 
communicating information but he can make known 
his will, in the cleareft manner, even to fuch as may 
feem the fartlieft removed from inftruftion: nor dare 
we exclude any perfons from the poflibility of attaining 
his favour ■, for “ in every nation he that feareth him, and 
worketh righteoufnefs, is accepted widi him 

Various opinions, allb, have been advanced concern¬ 
ing tire author of this book, which has been by different 
writers aferibed to Mofeij, to Job himfelC to Eiihu, 
and CO Ezra. But we enter not into fo intricate an en¬ 
quiry, obferving only, that it bears the moft evident 
marks of antiquity, and has generally been thought as 
old as the Pentateuch, if not the moft ancient compoft- 
tion in the world. It is enough for us to delineate the 
charafter here reprefented, and to confider what leffons 
of improvement we ourfelves may derive from it. 

Some paffages of the book will be found, perhaps 
after the moft diligent examination, very difficult and 
obfeure. But let not this difeourage our ferious atten¬ 
tion to it. Many inftruClions, neitlier of doubtful 
meaning, nor of fmall importance, are to be drawn 
from it. The defign of the whole is clear and moft 
interefting. In the hiftory of Job the conduft of 
divine Providence is exhibited in a very ftriking light: 
w'e are taught, that for wile purpoles the wicked are 
permitted to profper and to triumph, the righteous to 
be afflifted, tempted, and oppreffed: we are conftrained 
to reverence and adore the majefty of that God, with 

• Adis X. 3J. 
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whom we have to do: we learn the folly and the fin of 
contending with Him: and we are led to trull and to 
praife him, not only in a time of outward cafe and com-, 
fort, but even when we feel the rod of his corredlion, 
and eveiy thing dear is taken away from us. 

Job is held forth, as it were, to public view; and he 
affords a glorious fpedlacle indeed. Angels and men 
feem called upon to obferve this moll faithful and be¬ 
loved fervant of God, fuddenly call down from the 
height of profperity, fuffering accumulated miferies, 
and thofc of no common kind, treated as an outcall 
from earth and heaven, and ftiaintaining a fevere con- 
flid againft the powers of darknefs. From fuch an 
inftarfee we arc almoft ready to arraign the juftice, 
the faithflilnefs, and goodnefs of God, and we alk, “ Is 
if, tlien, in vain to ferve Him ?” But the fequel of the 
hillory is exprefsly calculated to filence our proud ob- 
jedions, and teach us to fubmit with humility, faith and 
patience. For we behold this eminent faint, in the 
midft of his diftreffes, fupported by an Almighty hand; 
“ perplexed, but not in dclpair; perfecuted, but not 
forfaken; call down, but not deftroyed;” exercifing a 
firm confidence in God, by which he endured to the end, 
and triumphed over all oppofition. May we be fuitably 
affeded by the fight, and learn what condud becomes 
us, under the corredions of God, the reproaches of 
men, or the temptations of Satan! 

In the very opening of the book, the excellency of 
Job’s charader is brought at once into view; and it is 
declared, that he was “perfed,” without guile and 
hypocrily, “ and upright,” poffeffed and aduated by 
* pure 
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pure and holy principles} *' one that feared God,” con- 
fefling and worfhipping the true God, in the midft of 
Idolaters, zealous for religioa; and he efchewed evil,” 
keeping at a diftance from fin, and thus recommending 
his profelTion by the confiftency and integrity of his 
pradice*. We fliall obferve the juftnefs of this de- 
fcription, while we accompany Job through the differ¬ 
ent circumftances of his life. 

He is reprefented to us, in the former part of the 
hiftory, as one of high rank, and abounding in all 
worldly pofTeffions. An jeftimate is made of lus fub- 
ftance, according to the fimplicity of thofe times, from 
his very numerous flocks and herds, whereby it appears, 
that he had exceeding great riches and a mod extenfive 
houfehold, and furpafled in opulence " all the men of 
the eaft.” His wealth might entide him to relped; 
but he was alfo a principal magiftrate, if not a Ruler, 
in the place where he dwelt. For thus he Ipeaks of his 
own exalted fituation: “ I walhed my fteps with but¬ 
ter, and the rock poured,me out rivers of oil} I went 
out to the gate through the city, I prepared my feat in, 
the ftreet; The young men faw me, and hid them- 
felves} and the aged arofe, and ftood up: The prince^ 
refrained talking, and laid their hand on their mouth; 
The nobles held their peace, and their tongue cleaved 
to the roof of their mouth:—chofe out their way, and 
fat chief, and dwelt as a King in the army, as one that 
comforteth the mournersf.” He was likewife blelTcd 
with domeftic comforts, having feven fons and three 
daughters, who were fetded around him, and lived 

• Job i. I, See. t xxix. 6—9,25. 
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together in prolperity, peace, and love *. What could 
have been defined more ? 

But alas! how frequently are the bounties of Pro¬ 
vidence a fnare to tlie foul! Who forget God, fo .much 
as thofe who are intrufted with riches and power ? 
Perhaps our integrity is put to a feverer trial, when all 
things fucceed to our wilhes, than when the heavielt 
troubles aflail us. We therefore pray, “ In all time 
of our tribulation, and in all time of our Wealth, 
Good Lord deliver us f.” 

Under the influence of religious principles. Job was 
enabled to ftand againft all the allurements of greatnels. 
His piety and zeal were moft eminent. He watched 
over'his offspring with a tender concern for dieir Ipiri- 
tual interefts, and offered up continual interceffions for 
them. It is obferved more efpecially, that, whenever 
they had any convivial meeting among themfelves, he 
called them to join with him in prayer, that they might 
feek forgivenefs, left Something in their tempers or 
manners ftiould have been difpleafing to God. Behold 
here, then, the devout fethei^ the pious mafter of a fa¬ 
mily ! Job was the prieft of his own houfe, and taught 
and required his children to worfhip at his altar. It 
appears alfo, that, in the midft of his affluence, he main¬ 
tained'fweet iritercourfe with Godj and that his experi¬ 
ence of divine comforts was the chief ingredient in his 
happinefs. Such is his own defeription; “ In tlie days 
when God preferved me. His candle fhined upon my 
head, and by His light I walked through dafknefsi 
I'he fecret of God was upon my tabernacle j The Al¬ 
mighty was with me J.” 

J Jobxxix. 2—5. 

And 
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And (hall any fuppofe, tliat an elevated ftation will 
excufe their negled of religious duties ? Rather, let it 
be concluded, that they a^e under ftronger obligations 
than others, by their example and their influence to re¬ 
commend and enforce the profeflion and the practice of 
true godiinefs. But, if we vifit the manfions of our 
Nobility, lhall we find them confecratcd to God ? 
Shall we obfcrve parents and children offering up fpi- 
ritual facrifices together? Shall we hear of any fuch 
thing amongfl: them, as communion with the God of 
heaven ? Who does not perceive and lament the very 
reverfe of all this ? 

Nor did the piety of Job confift in words oniy, or 
in mere external forms of devotion. Its purity and ex¬ 
cellence were manifefted, by his vigorous exertions 
to render himfelf as extenfively ufeful as poffible, and 
by the whole of his amiable deportment. For the 
proof of this, indeed, we are ihdebted to his accufers, 
who compelled him to fpeak in vindication of his own 
charafter. With all the» confidence of an upright man 
he declares, not in the fpirit of boafting, but in reply 
to the &lfc charges brought againft. him, “ I delivered 
the poor that cried, and the fatherlefs, and him that 
had none to help him: The blelfing of him that was 
ready to perilh came upon mej and I caufed the wi¬ 
dow’s heart to ling for joy; I put on righteoufnefs, 
and it clothed mej my judgment was as a robe and a 
diadem: I was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to 
the lame: I was a father to the poor; and the caufe 
vhich I knew not I fearched out: And I brake the 

X jaws 
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jaws of die widk^, and pludked die fp^al dut of his 
teeth*. Did not I ^eep for him diat was in trouWc ? 
Was not my foul grieved fpr the poor f ? 1 have not 
wich-held the poor from their defire, nor hive caufed dit 
eyes of the widow to fail: I have not eaten my morlH 
alone, but the fathcrlcfs hath eaten dicteofi (for from my 
youth he was brought up with me as with i father, and 
I have guided her from my modier’s wottibj) I have 
n )t feen any perifli for want of clothing, or ahy poor 
without covering; but his loins have blefled me, and 
he was warmed with the fleece of my fheep J.” Not 
did his abundance miniftcr to the purpofcs of pride or 
fenfuajity. His heart was fixed upon a better portion 
than all his affluence could give him; and in his moft 
profperous days he was humble, meek, and Ipiritual 

He made not gold his hope, nor faid to the fine gold. 
Thou art my confidence: He rejoiced not, becaufe his 
wealth was great, or becaufe his hand had gotten 
much§.” 

Who docs not confefs, th^t a rich man of fuch a 
charafler is a public biefling ? The more exalted his 
fituation is, the more enlarged, will be his ufefiilnefs. 
His piety will add the brightcft luftreto his high rank; 
and his wealth and power will enable him to do more 
than others can, for the gloiy of God and die benefit 
of his fellow creatures.—^But have we not caufe to 
lament the arrogance and diffipation, the eovetoufitefr 
and oppreffion of the great ? How few ure proof 
againft f‘tlic love of money 1 ” How few, who an; 

• jQbxxucPu—17. t XXX. 25. t 20. 524,25. 
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not abuiing die gifb of God to the porpofes of intern- 
perance! Where are thofe, who live in affluence, and 
yet mamtain an humble, fgiritual mind? Where are 
they, who poflefs authority, and are not betrayed into 
haughtinefs, cruelty, and injuftice?—^Be it our con¬ 
cern, as faithful ftewards, to improve our talents. 
Though wc have not the property or the influence of 
Job, may we net, in various refjjcijts, be " a ftrengdi 
to the poor, a ftrength to the needy in his diflxefs, 
and caufe the widow’s heart to fing for joy ?’* But 
the large expences of mariy around us, who ftudy only 
to gratify their vanity and fcnfuality, while they “ with¬ 
hold the poor from their dcfire,” will be " a .Iwift 
witnefs” aganH them. As to thofe alfo, who are 
heaping up ufelels treafures, “ the ruft thereof will eat 
their flefh, as it were fiie.” For “ riches profit not 
in the day of wrath j” but then it will be found, that 
the covetous are thofe “ whom God abhorreth.” 

We fhall not wonder to hear, that a perfon, fo 
eminently holy as Job, was very dear to God. He 
confiders his people as his portion and his glory; and, 
therefore, he pleads their caufo, defends them from 
dangers, and rgoices over tiieyn to do them good, 
This will appear from the circumftance, which next 
demands our attention. 

An account is given us of a remarkable conference, 
receding the charadter of Job, between the mdl High 
God and the Prince or Leader of the fallen Angels, 
who is called Satan or the Devil. It may fiifeiy bfe 
granted, that, as this is . a poetical defeription, the 
matter is reprefented with fometlung of that fiditious 

colouring. 
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colouring, which' is always allowed in compofitions of 
fuch a nature. But it does not therefore follow, that 
the whole is a fable. So^much is dear: There is an 
cviL fprrit, the enemy of God and of all righteoulhefs, 
wlto is continually feeking to diftrels, to feduce, and, 
if poffiblc, to deftroy thofe who love God. He is 
their accufer and tempter; ever bringing againft them 
falfe and malicious charges, infinuating that all their 
fervices proceed from a felfifh principle, and laying 
fnares for them, that he may draw them afide from the 
|>atlt of duty. He is, indeed, under the reftraint of 
an Almighty Power, and all his devices are over-ruled: 
but jie is permitted to lliew his malignity, and to ex^ 
ercife an influence (in a way we pretend not to ex¬ 
plain) over the minds of the righteous, as well as of 
tl^e wicked. How far this influence may extend, we 
do not determine: but, probably, much of the un- 
lleadinefs and vnhajipi/refs of Chriftians is to be aferib- 
td to his agency. 

It will be afked. Wiry is he fuffered to tempt thole 
who are moft dear to God? A right underftanding of 
the prefent hiftory will enable us to reply, that this is 
defigned, nof to gratify but to confound Satan; not K> 
do him a ple^fpre, but to bring great advantage to 
thern, and to advance them to a higher Hate of glory, 
while they are enabled vigoroully to refift and finally to 
ponqvrer Iprn. He has been uniformly oppofing the 
work of Redemption from the beginning; but that very 
cireumftance will at laft iflue in the honour-of God 
the triumph of his people, and in “the utter corl, 
|ufion and aggravated condemnation of the Deyil. 

While 
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While the Lord God teftified of the unfeigned piety 
of Job, and as it were boafted of him, that there was 
none like him in the earth, the vile adverfary, who is 
“ the accufer of the brethren,” fuggefted that Job did 
not fear God for nought, that he was confulting only 
his own intereft, without any good principle in his 
heart, and that, if all his worldly enjoyments were re¬ 
moved from him, he would no longer retain his integri¬ 
ty, but curfe God to his face. In order to prove the 
charge to be as falfe as it was malicious, permiflion 
w'as granted, that this holy man fhould be tried by the 
immediate deprivation of* all that he poffefled. Here 
the fecret is revealed; the true caufc of all the fucceed- 
ing calamities is declared; and the plan of the whole 
book is laid before us. This remarkable hiftory, then, 
exhibits a conflift between Satan and an eminent faint, 
or rather, perhaps, between Satan and God himfelf: 
for the Lord took part with his fervant Job, and fuf- 
fered him to be moft violently aflaulted, only that the 
excellency of his charader might be more clearly ma- 
nifefted, and the Devil ednfounded in his purpofe. 

We IhaU hereby be led to account for fome moft 
afflictive dilpenfations of the divine Providence towards 
the belt of men. Many of this very dcfcripdon may 
be weighed down with diftreffes of a complicated m- 
ture, and. be ready to conqlydc, that they are utterly 
forfaken of God. Such.perfons cfpedally are exhorted 
pioft ferioufly to confider the cafe of Job. Their fitu- 
?don may be fimilar to his; and from him they Ihould 
^e inftruCled^ bow with unfeigned fubmiffion to the 

God 
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God of heaven, to maintain their hope in Him, and 
to rgoicc in the expeftadon of a happy ifliie. 

Do you complain, that none were ever tried as you 
are, and tliat your fulferings arc of fo peculiar a fort, 
as to prove you to be the objects of God’s heavieft 
difpleafure; like outcafls, excluded from his fevour? 
We would perfuade you to fufpend your judgment, till 
you have examined, with fixed attention, the hiftory 
before you. Come, behold a man beloved of God, 

“ deftitute, afflifted, tormented," with whofe calami¬ 
ties, either in weight or in number, your’s will not 
bear a comparifon. 

Job, we have feen, was placed in an elevated fitua- 
tion, widi great riches in poffeflionj but in the Ihort 
fpace of a day, without any previous warning, he was 
deprived of all his fubftance, and reduced to a ftate of 
contempt and indigence. One melTenger trod upon the 
heels of another, with jidings of diftrefe, declaring his 
numerous flocks and herds, hjs oxen and afles, his fheep 
and camels, to be taken away by rapine, or cwifumed 
by lightning from hcaven.-^Will it not be allowedi 
that fo hidden and fb entire a change pf circumftances 
myft. be peculiarly painful? Tte dread of want is 
very fi-equently more than the human mind can endure: 
but in general, jt fliould feem, the anguifh on this ac~ 
count will be felt moll .fevtrely ^ ihofe, Jjyho have 
always enjoyed abundance. Shdl wej then, murmur 
at. Or even mention, our own trifling lolTes and difap- 
pointments, when w« behold Job reduced much lower 
than ourfelves? 

Ho 
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He had been happy in his children» whom Ke had 
efteemed his glory, and as a crown upon his head *. 
But in the very fame day, while he liftened to the fad 
tale of his other misfortunes, the ftiil more melancholy 
tidings were carried to him, that the houfc, wherein 
his fons and daughters wer-e aflcmbkd for the puqx)fe 
of a convivial meeting, had been fuddcnly blown down, 
and buried thena all in one common ruin. Thus were 
his expeftations of fupport and comfort from his off- 
fpring inflantly defeated .—Are not many pining away 
with exceflive forrow, for dte death of a beloved child 
or of fome tender Relation, and complaining againfr 
God, becaufe he has removed “ the defire of their 
eyes ?” But will you not dry up your tears, and re- 
ftrain your murmurs, while you are witnefles to fuch 
an univerfal defolation in the family of Job ? 

And now the wifli of Satan was gratified. Ac¬ 
cording to his requeft, he faw this feint of God brought 
down to a mofi: abjeft condition. But was his end 
anlwercd? Did Job renounce his religion, or curie 
his God? Noi the devills infinuation againft him was 
moft bafei and the felfehood of it was evinced. Arc 
we not foHcitous to be informed how he endured his 
trials ? We have obferved, that his condudt was cx- 
<?mplary, his charadter unblamable, durmg his profpe- 
rity. But we have known many, who have appeared 
to pay a ferious and confiftent regard to the profeflion 
of godlinefe, as long as they have enjoyed their eafe 
and fuccceded in dxcir worldly fchemes, and yet have 
been u^ble^, frand the fliock of fevere afHi<5dons, 

Job xix. 9. 
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have given up their boafted confidence in God, and 

concerning feith have made fhipwrcck.” If we fearch 
the habitations of the wretched, we fhall not find in- 
all, nay not in the moll, a meek fubmilTion to the will 
of God, an humble dependence on his promifc, and a 
cheerful waiting for deliverance in his time and way. 
But “ ye have heard of the patience of Job.” He is 
held forth as an eminent example of entire refignation 
to the divine appointment, and of that unfhaken reli¬ 
ance, which can trull God as much in darknefs as in 
light, from an alTurance that He doeth all things well. 
At the beginning, at Icall, of the lharp conflift we 
perceive an uncomrnon exercife of thefe principles* 
and from this part of the hillory, we apprehend, he 
has been celebrated as the moll patient of men. 

Behold him, tlien, llripped of all his pofleflions, no 
longer the father of a numerous offspring, but rendered 
childlefs at one llroke!^ He felt tlie weight of the 
calamity i he could not abllmn from expreflions of his 
grief; but he acquiefeed; he jullified God, and fur- 
rendered up all to Him. He' aro.%, and rent his man¬ 
tle, and lhaved his head, and fell down upon the 
ground, and worlhipped, and faid, " Naked came I 
out of my mother’s womb, and naked lhall I return 
thither: The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away j blelTed be the name of the Lord.” 

It will become us alfo, if deprived of any dear de¬ 
lights, to reflect, that very foon we muft part with all, 
and that we ourfelves muft be configned to the grave; 
that the favours, wc here enjoy, were l^intndled to 
us for a lliort leafon; that the Lord God, as the abfb- 

lute 
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lute proprietor of all, has a right to demand from us, 
what and when he pleafes, and deferves to be loved, 
lerved, and glorified, whch' he takes away, no lefs 
than when he gives.-«-^But does not this example re¬ 
prove our murmuring, and peevifhnels, and unbelief? 
Have we not quarrelled with the righteous difpenfa- 
tions of God, as if he had injured us, becaufe he has 
croffed our wilhes, and refumed the bleflings which he 
had only lent us ? Let us bow before him in acknow¬ 
ledgment of liis fovereignty, his juftice, truth, and 
goodnefs. If, indeed, we “ have believed through 
grace,” we fhould do more than fubmit, andjuftify 
the ways of God j we fhould praile him, and rejoice 
in him, as our unchangeable portion, even when we 
feel the heavieft ftroke of his hand. 

The facred hiftory remarks, “ In all this Job fin¬ 
ned not, nor charged God foolifhly.” So far, then, 
the temptation did not fucceed ^ the purpofe of Satan 
w'as defeated. And did the malicious adverfary defift 
from any further attempts ? I^o: anotlier, and a 
much more violent onfet was made upon Job, under the 
permiflion of a gracious God. And we ought not to 
forget, that, riiough we may have gained one conqueft, 
we are not therefore fecure from all future alTaults; 
but, .probably, we fhall foon be attacked again in fome 
otMh quarter. 

The Lord, who had belield his favourite fervant 
enduring the ftruggle in a moft honourable manner, 
is reprefented as pleafed with his conduct, and even 
glorying that ^enemy was baffled in the conflict. He 
/aid to Satan, “ Still he holdeth fall his integrity, 

although 
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Elthough thou movedfl; me againll him) to deftiby him 
without a caufe But the bafe accu&r infinuaced) 
that Job might yet be vdry cafily feduced; that hb 
fteadfaftnefs vou not liirprifing, as hkherto he had not 
been at all afEidled in his perfon; and that, if God 
would put foith his haiid to lay any grievous malady 
upon his body, he would qtackly renounce hb princi¬ 
ples, and curfe God to hb face. It was, therefore, 
permitted, in order to manifefl: the fincerity and ftrength 
of his hiith, that he ftiould be tried ia the very way 
which Satan himfelf had propofed: and accordingly, a 
mofl-'painful and loathfome <lifeaie, afieding the whole 
frame, was immediately laid upon him i and he became 
at once, a burden to himfelfj and an abhorrence to 
every one around him. 

We enquire not what was the particular nature of 
tliis diforder: enough is told us, to prove diat it was 
moil excruciating, and rendered him a fpedacle of 
wretchednefs and horror. He was covered “with fore 
boils from tire foie of hb foot unto his crown. And 
he took him a potiherd to feVape himfelf withal, and he 
lat down among the alhes." Thus he defcribes his 
own mifcrable ftate: “ I am made to poiTds months 
of vanity, and wearifome nights are appointed to me. 
When I lie down, I f^y. When fliall I arife, aid the 
night •be gone? and I am foil of toffings t^ armiJbo 
unto the dawning of the day. My fieih 4s clodied 
with woems and clods of dull; my Ikin b broken and 
become loathfome. My bones arc jnerced in me in 
the night feafoni and my finews take reil. By the. 

• Job ii. 3 , ire. 


great 



JO*. 3ai 

great force of my diieafe is my garment changed: it 
bindeth me about as the collar of my coat. 1 am a 
brother to dn^ns, and a companion to owls. My 
Ikin is Uack upon me> »>d my bones are burned with 
heat*.” 

But had he none to adminifter confoladon ? Where 
were his numerous dom^^cs, his friends, and rela¬ 
tions ? Alas! we cannot mention one circumftance, 
but we therein p^ceive an aggravation of his fufFcrings. 
Let us hear his own account: " My kinsfolk have 
failcd> and my femiliar friends have forgotten me. They 
that dwell in mine houie, and my maids, count me &)r 
a ftranger: 1 am an alien in their fight. I called my 
fcrvant and he gave me no anfwcrj I entreated Kim 
with my mouth. My breath is ftrange to my wife, 
though I entreated for the children’s fake of mine own 
body. Yea, young children delplfed me j I arofe, and 
they Ipake againft me. All my inward friends abhorred 
me: and they whom I loved are turned againft mef.” 

He complained, we fee, of the very wife of his 
*bofom. Ah! what an incrbafe of his diftrefs was here I 
She, who ought to have been, above all others, his 
comforter in trouble, and fhould have encouraged his 
faith and confidence in God, feemed to take part with 
Satan, and performed the very office of the Tempter. 
She was at leaft a fit inftrument for the Devil’* pur- 
pofei for, doubdels, Ihe a<fted under his influence, 
while fhe derided her hufband’s piety, which had 
brought him fo poor a recompence, and exliorted him 
inftantly to renounce it. ** Then laid his wife unto 
• vii. 3—5, joa, 17,18, 29, 30. t 14—19. 
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him, Doft thou ftill retain thine integrity? Curfe God, 
and die.’r The propofal, horrid as it was, coming 
from one fo near to him, would Imve pecufiarwei^: 
and what wonder, if it had prevailed? For then 
furely we are in efpecial danger, when they, on whom 
much of our temporal happincfs depends, folkit us to 
fin. We have need to beware of thofe of our own 
houfchold. Yet even this trial, fharp as it muft have 
been, ferved only to cvince^the Continued firmncfs of 
his religious principles. ** He laid unto her. Thou 
fpeakeft as one of the foolifh women fpeakedi: what ? 
lhall we receive good at the hand of God, and fliall 

we not receive evil?” 

« 

How amiable the diljx)fiti<Mi of the pious; fuffercr! 
Still he remembered that the God of heaven had a 
right to inflid on him what He ple^d, nor did he 
prefumc to call Him to account. How uncommon a 
meafure of true faith .was this, which flipported him in 
his moft abjed fituation! Here, then, we behold again 
the triumph of grace; the fjunt of God maintaining 
his dependence and fubmiliion, tiiough every comfort 
in life had been fuddenly removed from him, and cala¬ 
mities, the moft painful that can be conceived, were at 
the fame time prefling upon him. Satan was once 
more defeated; and all his ftratagems hitherto were 
inefftdual. For it is added, ** In all this did not Job 
fm with his lips.” 

We cannot but remark, that each of thde trials 
would have been terrible alone, enough, it Ihoidd feerri, 
to put a man’s principles to the teft. What, then, 
lhall we think of them all together? We know but 
7 . of 
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of one infiance at aJl funilar. The application is ob¬ 
vious: we remember Jefus; His vif^ was lb mar¬ 
red, more than any man; and his form more than the 

• 

Ions of men. ” "We did efieem him flricken, fmitcen of 
God and afflifted. But he was wounded for our tranf- 
grefliwis} he was bruifed for our imquiries; the chaf- 
tifement of our peace was upon himj and with his 
llripes we are healed*.” 

Shall we not take occalion, from a comparifon of 
our own cafe with that of Job, to acknowledge our 
great obligations to the God of all our mercies? He 
hath indeed “ dealt bountifully” with us. How nume¬ 
rous are our bleffings! how few and light are, our 
fufferings! Are our pof&lllons continued to us, and 
our children flourifhing around us? Let tis bear in 
mind, to whom we are indebted for them day by day.— 
Do we enjoy a vigorous conftitution of body, or any 
feafons of health? " Blefe the Lord, then, O our 
fouls, and forget not all his benefits j who healeth all 
our difeafesi who redecmeth our life from deftruction, 
and crowneth us with loving-kindnels and tender mer¬ 
cies f.”—Or have we any dear friends, who would re¬ 
joice to minifter to our relief? Have we not one 
companion in particular, the partner of ail our coun- 
fcls, who, when we are afHi£led, will lhare our griefi, 
advife, fupport, and comfort us, and thus " ftrengthen 
our hands in God?” We would praife the Lord for 
his diltinguiihing goodnels, whp has mivfid fo many 
fovours with our trials. 


t Pfal. ciii. 2—4. 
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Or, in whatever way we are brought into diftrefi# 
and though our /eligious principles be aflaulted; Ihall 
we not learn, from ^is pattern of patience, to endure 
all things with a meek and fubmiflive mind, and frill to 

fight the good fight of faith?” It will become us 
to pray, " Lord, let me glorify thee in the fire. If 
thou art pleafed to put me into the furnace, be with 
me in it. Let me thereby be pnirged of my corrup¬ 
tions, and, in thine appointed time, come forth to 
thy praife and honour.” 

The frate, of Ml others to, be mofr dreaded, is that 
of continual pro^rity, attended, as it ufually is, with 
a Ipisitual fruporj an utter indifference to the concerns 
of a future life. Are not many thus at eafe in their 
fins ? And fhall we be fatisficd to have our portion in 
this world, when it may be fo loon removed? We 
may, indeed, go down to the grave, without any re¬ 
markable calamities, and be troubled with no terrors. 
But what awaits us in Eternity? There is a place of 
torment, where the fuffering of the body, and the 
anguifh of the foul together, will be endlefs and incon¬ 
ceivable; “ bladcnefs of darknefs for ever; weeping, 
wMling, and gnafhing bf teeth.” 

O Lord, whatever dilpenfarions in thy providence 
thou Ihalt appoint for its, deliver us from ** the worm 
that dieth not, and the fire that never fhall be quench¬ 
ed;” and enable us, amidft all that we may now foci, 
and all that we fnay fear, to look forwards with a hope 
full of immortality.” Amen. 
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'Johy •vijited hy three friends—Strayed impatience—ac~ 
cufed of hypocrify—aAndicdted his fincerityy yet blamable 
—harajfed by Satan—cenfured by Elibu—addrejfed by 
God himfelf—bumbled and recovered—refiored to prof- 
perity. 

When contending powers are preparing for’war j 
when the foldicr is girding on his armour i and when 
the batde is already begun j a general attention is ex¬ 
cited, and all around are anxious to know the decifion, 
and on which fide victory will declare. 

We have feen Satan, tfie grand adverfary both of 
God and man, like the great Goliath, vaunting himfelf 
againll the armies of the faithful, and challenging Job, 
who was therefore called out to Angle combat, even as 
the ftripling David went forth againft the proud Phi- 
liftinc. We have beheld the formidable attack, which 
was made upon this fervant of God, fufficient, w» 
might have fuppoled, to have confounded the ftrongeft. 
Both the firft and the fecond onlet were borne with a 
vigorous courage i but, as the conflift was not then 
ended, we are folicitous to be informed what was the 
iflue, and in what manner the champion continued to 
acquit himfelf in fo remarkable an engagement. This 

Y ^ is 
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is a conteft of g^eat importance to the whole Church of 
God> who may hereby be inftru&ed and encouraged to 

“ refill the Devil, ftcadfaft in the ^th.” Let us con- 

« 

fider it, then, with all ferious attention} and, while we 
“ hear of the patience of Job, and fee the end of the 
Lord we Ihall be anirflated to Hand forth in the Ipi- 
ritual warfare, and learn what temper we Ihould polTefs, 
if we hope to be crowned with viftory, 

Job was opprclled with calamities of the heavieft 
kind; but, amidft them all, he maintained his prin¬ 
ciples, and, at the firll, did not appear fiiaken in his 
confidence towards God. But we have known inftances 
of thofe, who have manfully repelled one or two violent 
alTaults, but who, when the mode of attack has been 
varied, or merely by the continuance or fiequent repe¬ 
tition of the temptation, have been at laft overcome. 
How, then, was tlie conflitl fuf^iorted on the part of 
Job, in the fequel of the hiftory? We fhall ftiil per¬ 
ceive him, even to the end, truly upright before God, 
and never relinquilbing his dependence or fubmillion: 
but we Ihall have occafion*^to point out and lament 
a difference in lus Ipirit and temper. Satan, doubt- 
Icfs, gained fomc advantage, by Sirring up the depra¬ 
vity of his heart, but failed in lus attempt to prove him 
« hypocritp. 

Job, though forfaken by many, was vifited by three 
fiicnds, who, it Ihould feem, were men of confiderablp 
rank and wifdom, as well as of real piety, and who 
came to participate his grief, and ^ adminifler confo- 
lation, Their defign was excellent j but inflead of al- 
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fcviating, greatly a^ravated his diflxeis: “ Mifer- 
able comforters were they all; phyficians of no value.” 
Nor is it an uncommon <jale, for fmcere perfons to 
fuffer moft painfully from their intimate acquaintance, 
from thofe too of the beft difpolition, and in whom 
they might have cxpefted die" firmeft fupport. Let us 
" ceafo from man,” from a dependence even on fuch, 
as are of foundeft principles Mid moft upright condudl. 
If our hopes of relief are built upon them, it is probable 
that we fhall be miferably difappointed. But to God 
let us commit our caufe, ^and look for our happinefs in 
Him alone; and then we need not be afraid of ten 
thoufands of the people.” 

Thefe pious vifitants had conceived highly of Job’s 
religious charaeber: but they Were ftaggercd in their 
fentiments, partly by his very Angular afUiiSliions, wliich 
they rafhly concluded the Lord God never could ap¬ 
point for any one dear to Hirtjfelf, and partly by fome 
wrong tempers which he difcovered in their prefence. 
Thefe defefts we muft faithfully point out j for let not 
our wifdom conceal or palliate the failbgs of good men, 
which it has pleafed God to record. Let it only be 
carefully noted, that thefe things are written, not for 
our imitation, but for our admonition j that we may 
fear for our own fouls, and oppofc in oyrfelves, what we 
muft condemn in others. 

The three friends of Job fat with him upon the 
ground, iu penfive lilence, for many days, expreffing, 
by their aftions at Icaft, their condolence with him: and 
perhaps, through excels of forrow, upon their firft 
meeting, they might be as unable to fuggeft any fuit- 

Y 4 able 
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able cotmfd, as he to receive it. “ After this" 
(after he had for fome time manfully endured tl^ iharp 
ftru^le) he betrayed a different 4>irit} " he opei^ his 
mouth and curfed his day He did not, indeod, 
comply with Satan’s temptation fo far as to curfe his 
God; but, in a molt unbecoming manner, he com¬ 
plained that he had ever been bom. We do not fol¬ 
low him through all the bitter lamentations, which he 
uttered; but we muft obferve, that herein a moft grie¬ 
vous change appeared, and that, inftead of his former 
meeknefs, compofure, and refignation, we perceive 
lad iymptoms of pride, freoulnels, and impatience.. 
Upon this commenced the long dii^utation between 
him and his vifitants, which occupies die chief part of 
tlie book. We enter not into the particulars of that 
warm conteft, remarking only the principal fubje£t of 
it, and the behaviour of Job in it. 

The grand queftion, on which they debated, was, 
wlwther any one, of real piety, ever was, or could be, 
fo given yp of God to die moft extreme fuffering, as 
Job feemed to be; or, in otheV words, whether he had 
not been hitherto deceiving hirafelf and others in his 
profeffion? of godlinefs. They were, clearly, miftaken 
in their hafty conclufions againft him, though their fen- 
timents of religion, upon the whole, appear to be juft 
and confiftent. They infinuated, that, from the cir-;; 
cumftanecs in which he was placed, he muft have been 
a hypocrite; and from this general cenfure they de-, 
feended to fome Ipecial charges, and diredly accufed 
lum of the very crimes, he had always abhorred, in>< 
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jufticc, oppreffion, covetoulhels. “ Is not thy wickcd- 
ncls great ? and thine iniquities infinite ? For thou haft 
taken a pledge from thy brother for nou^t, and ftrip- 
ped the naked of their clodiing. Thou haft not gifen 
water to the weary to drink, and thou haft with-holden 
bread from the hungry. But as for the mighty man, 
he had the earth: and the honourable man dwelt in it. 
Thou haft lent -vddows away empty, and the arms of 
the fatherlefs have been broken. Therefore lhares arc 
round about thee, and hidden fear troubleth thee*.” 

In reply to thefe grouodlefs imputations, it was not 
wrong for Job to vindicate his own charadber. Like 
Saint Paul, in later times, lie was compelled by his 
accufers to fpeak, what he would otherwifc have fop- 
prefled. To the very rafti judgment, paffed upon Kim, 
we muft afcribe much of wliat he advanced in com¬ 
mendation of himfelfj which Ihould not be cenfured as 
vain-glory, but confidered rather as the honeft confi¬ 
dence of one, confeious of his integrity, and p^e(i 
with the unjuft reproaches qf thofc he loved. He could 
not allow that he had been a deceiver; and, therefore, 
he could fay with fincerity, ** Thou knoweft that I am 
not wicked. I will maintain mine own ways before 
him. My ftep hath not turned out of the way, nor 
mine heart walked after mine eyes, nor hath any blot 
cleaved to my hands fBut pwhaps he went too for, 
even in his own defence; and we grant, thatfomeof 
bis expreflions arc inconfiftent with that humiKty, which 
parked his general charafter. As if he had been 

• xjcii- 5—10. . t X. 7. xiii. 15. xxxi. 7. 
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** dean without tranfgreffionV’ he boafted, ** M7 
foot hath held his ftqjs, hb way have 1 kept, and not 
declined: neither have I gone back from the command^ 
m^t of his lips. My righteoufhefs I hold fail, and will 
not let it go; my heart fhall not reproach me fo long 
as I livef." 

He was not ignorant of Ins own depraved and finful 
fiace, and at dmes he made a fuitable acknowledgment 
of it; “ I have finned; what lhall I do tinto thee, O 
riiou preferver of men? Though I were righteous, yet 
would I not anfwer, but I ii^ould make Application to 
my judge J.” But he certainly forgot his proper place, 
both as a creature and a finner, when he fo confidently 
appealed to the tribunal of God, and challenged Him 
to difpute the matter: “ Let him take liis rod away from 
me i and let not his fear terrify me; then would I fpeak, 
and not fear him. Surely I would fpeak to the Al- 
piighty; and I defire to re^n with God. Call thou, 
and I will anfwer, or let me fpeak, and anfwer thou 
me. Oh, diat I knew where I might find him! that I 
mi^t come even to his feat! I would order my caufe 
before him, and fill my mouth with arguments. Be¬ 
hold, my defire is that the Almighty would anfwer 
me|.» 

We difeover in Job the moft evident m^ks of meek- 
nefs and rdignation; and hence he laid, ** Though he 
fiay mCi yet will I truft in hiin:-«»All the days of my 
aj^'mttd rime will 1 wut^ till my change come; 

* xxxlii, 9. f xxiu. 11,12. xxvii. 6. t vii. zo. ix. i;. 
i ix. 34. xiii. 3, 22. xxiii. 3, 4. xxxi. 35. 
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When he hath tried me, 1 fhall come forth as gold 
But we cannot reconcile it vnth due fubmiffion, that he 
Ihould dwell upon his fufferings with loud and conrinual 
complaints; and we feel a mixture of grief and horror, 
when we hear him exprefling his wifli to be deftroyed, 
and charging God with cruelty: “ Oh that 1 might: 
have my requeft! and that God would grant me the 
thing that I long for! Even that it would pleaie God 
to deftroy me; that he would let loofc his hand, and 
cut me off! He teareth me in his wrath, who hateth 
me: he gnalheth upon ms with his teeth; mine enemy 
lharpeneth his eyes upon me. Thou art become cruel 
to me: with thy ftrong hand thou oppofeft thyfelf 
againft me f.” 

In the midft of his diftreffes we perceive him to be 
fupported by a lively dependence upon God, and a 
** hope full of immortality:” He prophefied of the 
Redeemer’s coming; and, as if he were fevoured with 
clear views of Golpel light, he teftified his firm ex- 
peflation of a refurrediop to life eternal, and of the 
beatific vifion of God, through the merits of his Savi¬ 
our. We almoft envy his fituadon, when we hear him 
cry out, « I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that 
He fhall ftand at the latter day upon the earth: and 
though after my fkin worms deftroy this body, yet in 
my flefh fhall I fee God; whom I fhall fee for myfdf, 
;md mine eyes fhall behold and not mother j;.” But 
how fhort the confolation! How fid a dilSerence do we 

»ii. ij. xiv. 14. xxiii. lo. + vi. 8, 9. xvi. 9. xxx. 21. 
t xix. 25—27. 
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difcovcr! At other times iJie very foundadon of his 
faith was fliakenj h« mind was filled with horror and 
confiifion, and dil^rafted with black, melancholy, and 
ddpairing thoughts. What elfe is implied in fuch com¬ 
plaints as thele? " The arrows of the Almighty are 
within me, the poifon whereof drinketh up my ^irit: 
the terrors of God do fet themfelves in array againft me. 
He hath alfo kindled his wrath againft me, and he 
counteth me unto Wm as one of his enemies. There¬ 
fore am I troubled at his prefence: when I confider, I 
am afraid of him 

We do not attempt to juftify his expreflions, or his 
tempers, but we can account for them, when we refledt 
on the ftate of human nature, even in thofe who are 
truly upright and eminent in holinels. It is a painful 
and humbling conlideration, that much corruption re^ 
mains in the faints of God, and that their peculiar ex¬ 
cellencies are often dartcened by failings exaftly oppo- 
fite. For we have already obferved, on one occafion, 
intemperance in Noah, on anodier unbelief in Abi^aham, 
and now it muft be granted, there was impatience in 
Job. This conceflion, refpedting his impeifodbion, 
will not militate againft his fincerity. Folr it*VilI be 
recolledted, that his general and prevailing difpofition 
was very different from that, which we have here cen- 
fured: and it will foon appear, that he felt a deep con- 
vidbion of his offence, and moft bitterly lamented it 
The world, we know, are eagle-eyed in difeovering 
the Icaft mifeondudb of reli^ous perfons, and ftudi- 
oufly keep out of fight whatever may make for their 
• vi. 4. xix. II. xxiiL ij. 
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defence are! commendarion. But true candour, furdy, 
will require, chat the whole of a charader ihould be 
examined, and not merely a detached part, in order to 
form a proper judgmdit conceriung it. Who, then, 
upon a careful attention to the hiftory before is, win 
prefume to condemn Job, or to acquit themfcives? 
“ Let him, that is without fin, caft the firft ftone.” 
Ah! how many more, and worfe, defers do ive per¬ 
ceive in ourfelves, than we can pofiibly find out in any 
other! 

We muft alfo fuggeft another reafon for what we 
blame in this good man, which may account for, if not 
in fome meafore extenuate, his guilt. We need not 
mention that his afflidions were fingularly oppreffivej 
but it ought not to pafs unobferved, that he^was haraff- 
ed, throughout, with the moft horrid temptations from 
the DevH An invifible, and very powerful, enemy 
was let loofc upon him, with qo other reftraint, than 
that his life Ihould be Ipared ^ and to the vile fug- 
gefiions of that malicious foe we g.re willing to aferibe 
a oonfiderabk part of the confofion and diftrefe of Job. 
Probably many of thofe inconfiftent and delpairing ex- 
preflion^ which he ufed, had their rife fi'om that quar¬ 
ter; for they fcem as if they were immediately and 
ftiongly fuggefted to him; fo that,he Ipake another’s 
language, ratho* than his own. In fuch cafes, we fay 
not that there is no fin, but that great allowances are to 
be made; and much of the offence, doubtlefs, will be 
imputed to Satan. 

• ii. 6. 
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Arc there not> thofc, at this ver7 time, who, with 
the fmcercft piety, are yet tempted to give up aH cx- 
pedadoRS of mercy, and often diftraded with thoughts, 
diilrefCng to themiel\^s, and dilhonourable to God ? 
This is indeed a fiery trial,” of all others the moft 
painfliL But let them not be furprifed or daggered, 
** as though fome drange thing happened unto them.” 
While they behold one, excellent, and lb dear to 
God, as Job w^ in a fimilar fituation, let them not 
delpond, but hope for a happy iflue. 

But why fpeak we of Ibme ? We arc all expoled to 
the dcret afiaults of the fame adveriary. For all, who 
are engaged in the Chrifiian warfiu%, have to “ wredle 
agai^ principalities, againd powers, againd Ipiritual 
wickednefs in high places*.” And while we are 
maintaining the glorious fight, we may adopt the 
Apoltie’s defeription, “ We are made a j^edtacle unto 
the world, and to Angels, and to menf.” All eyes 
are upon us, obferving how we acquit ourfelves in the 
combat. O let us be dron^ in the Lord! The con¬ 
flict may be iharp, but will not be long, atxl it wiU 
finely end in the everlading dedruidion of our enemies. 
For ** the God of peace IhaU bruile Saum un 4 er your 
feet Ihordy J.” 

The quedion may be put, " Are not temptadons die 
occalion of much fin?” True; dieyarc. But let no 
accufarion be therefore brought againd the holinefs or 
the goodned God, for permitdi^ them. For hereby 
he is pleafed to manifed to his people what they know 

* Eph. ri. 12. t I Cor. iv. 9. t Rom. xn. so. 
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but very imperfeftly) the extreme and total depravity 
of their nature. Hence they are led to a more conftant 
’cxercife of humiliation, prayer, watchfulnefs, and felf- 
denial, and to a more unfeigned and mtire dependence 
upon Jefus for their whole falvadon. Temptations do 
not, of themfelves, render our hearts more corrupt, 
but draw forth to view the wickednefe which is there 
already: they difeover us to ourfehres. Nay further, 
they are eventually a blefling, as being the very means, 
God hath appointed, to purify us to himfelf. " The 
trial of our faith is more precious than of gold, though 
it be tried with fire:” and therefore many ** are in hea- 
vinefs tlirough mamfold temptations,” that they may 
be found at kjft " unto praife, and honour, and glory, 
at the appearing of Jefus Chrift 

Thus, fevere as the ^penfations of God towjfrds his 
children may feem for the prefent, he will therein mani- 
feft his power, wifdom, feidtfolnefs, and love, on their' 
belialf. When the whole pdan of fidvarion fliall be 
completed, die confiftency and beauty of every part 
will be confefled by all. The redeemed of the Lord 
wiU adatire the condu6l of his grace; and, though they 
were at a lols to account for many things upon eardi, 
in heaven they will fing for ever, He hath done all 
things well.” 

In the partictilar inftance we are confidering, it is 
obvious, that, throughout this eventful hiftory, the 
Lord watched over his fervant Job with all the affec- 
rion of a loving fatlier. “ You have fecn the end of 

• I Pet. i. 6, 7. 
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the Lord,” (fays St. James with a reference to this cafe) 
** that the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy.” 
For, whatever was Satan’s puipofe, God meant it 
unto good,” and at laft vouchfafed a fevourable ifilie. 
** And flitali not God avenge his own eleft, which cry 
day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? 
He will avenge them fpeedily*.” 

When the fruidefs altercation between Job and his 
three friends had continued for a long time, another 
peribn is introduced to our nodee, Elihu, who, as a 
Moderator between them, takes up the debate with 
great wifdom, and condemns bodr the parties f. He 
free’y.cenfures Job for the very feilings, which we have 
noted in him, but does not therefore charge him widi 
hypocrily, as the others had done. 

At 4 ength the God of heaven interpofed, and decided 
the controverfy in favour of Job, but not till He had 
firft very fharply reproved the good man for his folly. 
With awfiil folemtiity, the Lord fummoned him to his 
tribunal, there to anfwer for^his prefumptuous expref. 
fions if. Such an opportunity of fpeaking for him- 
felfi Job had often folicited, boafting that he could 
order his caufe before Him. But it is not fo eafy, 
as Tinners may ima^ne, to contend with the Al- 
mighty^ face to fece. The moft holy perfons, if called 
to a ftrift accounf, would be confounded in his pre¬ 
fence. 

The addeefe of the Lord God upon this occalion 
was teft remarkable. To filence and to humble 

* Luke xviii. 7, 8. -f Job xxxii. i, &c. t xxxviii. 1, &c. 
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Job, He reprcfented his own glorious majefly, his 
unfearchable wifdom, his irrefiftible power, and un¬ 
controllable fovereignty, as the Maker, Prelerver, 
Governor, and Judge of his creatures.—^How fmall a 
part of what He does, both in creation and in provi¬ 
dence, do we underftand! and that litde is enough to 
Ihew us our owri utter ignorance and weaknefi. Do 
we not perceive from his works, which are moft ftu- 
pendous, how great a God He is ? “ How unfeaich- 
able are his judgments, and his ways part finding out!” 
Shall we, then, undertake to inftrudl Him, or quarrel 
with his difpenfations, as if we could have contrived 
or managed matters better? Oh, the fin and the folly 
of pride and impatience in worms and linners! The 
fame argument, which is here prefled upon Job, Saint 
Paul makes ufe of, in order to obviate at once aM our 
vain objedtions to the righteous government of God: 
“ Nay but, O man, who art tfeou diat replieft againfl: 
God ? Shall the thing formed fay to him that formed 
it. Why haft thou made me thus* ?” 

Could Job, then, ftand upon his own defence, or 
maintain a conteft with the Almighty God? No: he 
was inftantly afhamed and confounded, for having 
dared to complain of the divine condudt; he confeffed 
his guilt, and prefumed not to utter one word more. 
“ Behold, (faid he) I am vile; what Ihall I anlwer 
thee ? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. Once 
have I fpoken; but I will not anfwer: yea twice; but 
I will proceed no further J.” 

• Rom. ix. 20, t 4 » !• 
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This was a fuitable fubmilTion, becoming a fallen 
creature. But, to fix this temper more firmly in the 
mind of Job, the Lord God went on wid\ the repre- 
lentadon of his own ftupendous works, which are far 
beyond our power to control, or even our underftand- 
ing to comprehend. The defign was, to convince 
Job more fully of his impotence and infignificance: 
and at length it appeared, that the end was obtained. 
He acknowledged the fovereignty of God, and his own 
balenefs in having fpoken things which he knew not*. 
Now he perceived, more .than ever he had done be¬ 
fore, the glorious charafter of God; and the confe- 
qupnee was, the deepeft abafement of foul, under a 
fenle of extreme vilenefi: “ I have heard of thee by 
the hearing of the ear; but now mine eye feeth thee: 
wlierefore I abhor myfelfi and repent in dull and 
aflies.” 

Thus was Job effe&ually recovered to his obedience, 
and eftablilhed in a right frame of mind. Nor are we, 
under our fevereft trials, in the way to be delivered, 
till we be laid low with profound humifity, till all our 
boaftings and complaints be filenced: “ For God re- 
fifteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble f 
Shall we not, then, enquire. What fpirit are we of? 
If even Job failed in the judgment, fhall any of us 
undertake to juftify ourfelves, or dare to contend with 
the God of Fleaven ? Are we aware of the greatneft 
of His m^efty ? « Have we an arm like God ? or 
can we thunder with a voice like Him ?” Have we 

* xlii. I, &c. t 1 Pet. V. 5 . 
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not yet to leam, what is our own charadter ? Or are 
we willing to adopt the confeflion of this righteous 
man, “ Behold, I am vile!” .Would not fuch language 
be thought too mean and degrading for us ? And yet 
it fuited the moft eminent faint, that was then upon the 
earth, at the very time when he was evidently'under 
the higheft influence of divine grace. Will it not, 
therefore, be the moft horrid prelumption, for us to 
indulge the vain conceit of any native goodnefs, or 
meritorious obedience ? 

It will become us alfo ,to examine. What have we 
underftood of the holy nature of God ? Has not all 
our knowledge of him, hitherto, been only like ‘‘ the 
hearing of the ear?” What have we feen of his glory, 
or difeovered of his excellency, for ourfelvcs? Is it 
not owing to our ignorance of his perfedlions, that we 
do not more unfeignedly “ abhor ourfelves, and repent 
in dull and alhes ?” “ Humble yourfelves, therefore, 
under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you 
in due time.” ^ 

No fooner was Job made truly fenftble of his of¬ 
fence, than the divine favour was manifefted towards 
him. The Lord himfelf pleaded the caufe of his fer- 
vant againft thole who had accufed him, afierted his 
integrity, and lharply reproved them for their rafh 
judgment. They were even referred to the man, whom 
they had condemned as a hypocrite, tiiat he might 
offer facrifice and pray for them. Thus the very dark 
cloud, which had long hovered about Job, began to 
difi^erfci and the prolpedt brightened around him. 

Z 2 Perhaps 
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Perhaps many of God’s deareft children may lie 
under the moft unjuft reproaches, which they are unable 
to remove. But it will become them to be more foli- 
citous to preferve a proper temper in themfelves, than 
to confute their adverfaries. Their caufe is in good 
hands, where they ftiould be content to leave it, till 
God himfelf fhall “ make manifeft the counfels of the 
hearts.” “ Then fhall the righteous fhine forth as 
the fun, in the kingdom of their Father.” But does 
not the thought of that day ftrike a terror into the 
confciences of Tinners? What tranfadlidns of iniquity 
will then be difclofed before the aflembled univerfe ? 
And how bafe will many charafters appear, which may 
now be admired amongft men ! 

It was an honour put upon Job, andlikewife a tefti- 
mony of his meek and loving fpirit, that “ he prayed 
for his fi icnds.” Nor can we have a ftronger proof, 
that [irayers and intercgfllons for each other, efpecially 
for our offending brethren, are peculiarly acceptable to 
God, than what is here related. For tlien “ the Lord 
turned the captivity of Job,” when his refentment 
againft his accufers was extinguilhed, and he put up to 
Heaven his charitable petitions for them. I'he poor 
fufferer was reftored to great abundance and prof- 
perity: he received even twice as much as he had be¬ 
fore poffeffed} fo that his latter end was better than 
his beginning. The Lord gave him favour amongft 
an extenfive acquaintance, a very large property, a 
numerous iffue, and an honourable old age. “ He 
brought him out of darknefs and the fhadow of death, 
and biake his bands in funder. Oh, that men would 
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pralfe the Lord for his goodnefs, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men*!” 

What cannot He do for his people, fince " the 
earth is His, and the fulnefs thereof?” We do nor, 
indeed, expert the fame kind of interpofition, as Job 
had, but we look for a Hill happier reftoration in the 
world above. Thither let us dired; our views, “ and 
hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought 
unto us at the revelation of Jehis Chrillf.” What, 
though we Ihould fuffer to the lateft hour? If we fuf- 
fer with Jefus, we ihall be alfo glorified together j:. 
After a few years of difeafe and poverty, Lazarus was 
conveyed into Abraham’s bofom § j and very foon 
Ihall all the faithful followers of the Lamb, who 
come out of great tribulation/’ lhare in the fame ex¬ 
alted honour and felicity, “ when the Lord Ihall be 
glorified in his faints, and admired in all them that 
believe Ij.” 

Be encouraged, therefore, you afflided, delpifed, 
and tempted Believers! Learn from this hiftory, with 
what meeknefs and fubnli>rion you fhould bear your 
trials. Wait, and truft, and rejoice j and you Ihall not 
be difappointed of your expedation. In the mean 
time, let the prolped of die kingdom, prepared for 
you, enliven and animate your fouls. 

But may we not warn carelefs finners of approaching 
deftrudion ? Some, who may caft their eyes upon 
thefe pages, may know nothing of the temptations of 
Satan, of which we have been fjiealdng. Are you 

* Pfal. evil. 14, 15. t I Pet. i. 13. t Rom.viii. 17. 

^ Lukexvi. 22. y 2 TkeiT. i. 10. 
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therefore (we would afk) in a fafer ftate? It is the 
ufual device of the Devil to ftupify and lull to fleep, 
not to alarm by any violent affault, thofe whom he 
leads captive at his will.—But, though you may not 
be tempted, it is not probable, in the common courfe 
of Providence, that you will avoid afflictions: and, 
when your moft beloved enjoyments are taken from 
you, have you any principles, from which you can 
derive fupport and comfort ? Or what deliverance do 
you look for ? May you not juftly fear, that your’s are 
only “ the beginning of fori;ows ?” And how terrible 
a cafe,—^to fuffer both here, and for ever! O be alarm¬ 
ed hr your danger, you that forget God! “ Repent 
ye, and believe the Gofpel.” 
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CHAP. XII. 

BICT. I. 

Mofes—^ftate of religion and of the Ifraelites at his birth 
—concealed—^xpofed on the river—taken up and adopted 
by Pharaoh's daughter—joined the Hebrews—rejebled 
by them—-fled for his life to Midian^ and dwelt with 
Jethro as a Jhepherd. 

TH E hiftory of mankind prefents us with no 'veiy 
Pattering views of human nature, but rather affords 
the molt convincing evidence of our entire depravity. 
The whole of our race have call off their allegiance to 
the govertjment of their Creator j and though He has 
interpofed, at different times and in various ways, to 
introduce and eftablifh in the earth the true know¬ 
ledge and worlhip of Mmfel^ they have ever been 
unwilling to return to him, and, when recovered to 
obedience, continually prone to depart from him. 
Hence we obferve, that the frequent revelations, which 
it pleafed God to make of Himfelf in ancient days, 
were very foon corrupted. Real religion, wherever 
it has been revived for a fcafon, has gradually decli¬ 
ned j nor has purity of doftrine, any more than ftrift 
holinels in pradtice, been feithfiilly adhered to, for any 
confiderable period, by any people, nation, or family 
whatever. 

Z 4 Achurdi, 
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A church, feparated from the reft of mankind for 
the fervice of God, there has been from the beginning. 
But the prefervation and continuance, as well as the 
firll formation, of this fociety has manifeftly been owing 
not to any wifdom, moral ability, or virtuous princi¬ 
ples in our nature, but to the rich and fovereign mercy 
of God, who, for his own name’s fake, has never 
totally left us to ourfelves, but has exerted his own 
Almighty power, in an immediate and (we might add) 
in a vifible manner, for the planting and fupporting of 
true religion in the world. 

We have feen, that, verf foon after the creation, 
wickednefs prevailed, and that, in the days of Noah, 
there' was a general and almoft univerfal degeneracy; 
fo that, among the thoufands who inhabited the earth, 
there was nothing like genuine piety to be found, 
except in one family, and perhaps in one individual. 
Then God interpofed, in a moft tremendous way," to 
maintain his own caufo, refcued his faitlrful fervant 
from the deftruftion which he brought upon the un¬ 
godly, and again revealed his will. But did Noah’s 
pofterity long adhere to the pure worlhip of God ? 
No: in little more than four hundred years from the 
deluge, it feemed as if religion would have perillied, 
had not the Lord God made a frelli manifettation of 
Himfelf in tlie call of Abraham, apd, by a new dilpen- 
fation, feparated his feed from the reft of mankind to 
be the guardians of divine truth. 

Was, ihcn, thefacred truft, committed to the houfe- 
hold of Abraliam, prefervcd inviolate ? .^as ! even 
his favoured defcendants, in a few generation?, .would 

have 
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have funk into Paganifm and Idolatry, and all the 
principles of Revelation would have been either totally 
loft, or fadly corrupted,, by their inter-community 
witli the nations of the world, if the Lord had not 
arifen to vindicate his own honour, and fccure a Church 
for himfelf. In four hundred and thirty years after the 
Covenant had been eftabliftied with Abraham, the 
Ifraelites, who were fettled in Egypt, were almoft uni- 
verfally attached to the fuperftitious worlhip of falle 
gods, which obtained in that kingdom, and were con¬ 
tent to renounce the fcrvice of Jehovah, and to adopt 
all the foolifh and impure’rites of the Heathens*. 

Then die Lord God determined to do a new thing 
in die earth. That he might ftill have a peculiar 
people, diftinguiflied from all others, and that he might 
thereby preferve among men the pure profeflion of his 
truth, he refolved to take this chofen family, the pof- 
terity of Abraham, out of Egypt, and to place them 
in a country by themfelves. Thither he propofcd to 
conduft them, and there to eftablifti them as a feparate 
community, under fuch regulations, that they Ihould 
hold no intercourfe with any of the furrounding nations, 
and under a government of a lingular kind, the admi- 
niftration whereof He, as their chief magiftrate, would 
referve in his own hands. A dilpenfation this, the moft; 
wonderful and aftonilhing of any, that had ever been 
from the foundation of the world. 

While, therefore, we learn, chat there is a pronenels 
in human nature to corrupt and depart from the purity 
ipf religion, though received immediately from heaven, 

.* Ezek. xx. %. 
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and that it cannot any where be revived, or main¬ 
tained, but by the exertion of a divine power, let us 
pray, “ Awake, awake, ppt on ftrength, O arm of 
the Lord; awake as in the ancient days, in the gene¬ 
rations of old*.” 

To accomplilh the great deliverance of thelfracl- 
ites from Egypt, to form and fettle both their civil and 
ecclefiaftical polity, a fuitable inftrument was raifed up, 
and eminently qualified for the arduous talk: Mofes, 
tlie man of God, whofe charafter is now before us, 
was appointed to the work. ^ The whole of this tranf- 
adtion, which we contemplate with devout aftonifh- 
ment, redounds, not fo much to the praife of Mofes, 
as to the glory of the God of Ifrael, to whom our 
chief regard and our warmeft acknowledgments fliould 
be paid. We admire and adore that grace, which was 
manifefted, not to Mofes only, but, in and through 
him, to all the Jewiflu nation, and to tlie univerfal 
Church of God in every fucceeding age. He was 
called to a fituation the moft difficult and perilous, 
and for that purpofe he was furnilhed with peculiar 
talents: for his abilities were, probably, fuperior to 
what any other faint or prophet in the old teftament 
pofiefled. It is evident, that none were admitted to a 
more familiar intercourfe with God, or appointed to a 
more honourable fervice, Such is the defeription given 
of him: *' There arofe not a prophet like unto Mofes, 
whom the Lord knew face to fece, in all the figns 
and the wonders, which the Lord fent him to do in 
the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh, and to all his fervants, 
f Ifa. li. 9; 
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and to all his land, and in all that mighty hand, and in 
all the great terror, which Mofes Ihewed in the fight 
ofalllfrael*” 

The family of Jacob, who, as we have feen, were 
tranfplanted into Egypt, flourilhed under the care and 
protedion of Jofephf. But Jofeph was removed, and 
their pofterity were left, as ftrangers in a foreign land, 
without any patron or defence. And yet, for many 
years, while the charader of Jofeph was frcfh in remem¬ 
brance, and the benefits, derived from his adminiftra- 
tion, were recolleded, they were treated with kindnels 
by the Egyptians for his fake. But at length, when ano¬ 
ther Pharaoh, very different from the prince whp had 
promoted Jofeph, came to the crown, no regard was 
paid to the memory of Jofeph, no gratitude was felt 
towards that eminent benefador and faviour of the na¬ 
tion. His defcendants, and thofe of his father’s houfr, 
were beheld with a jealous eys, and confidered as in¬ 
truders into a country, where they had no right; and 
from their increafe, which had been wonderfully rapid, 
they appeared formidable to the Egyptians; fo that it 
was apprehended, they would foon poflefs themfelves 
of the whole kingdom. It was, therefore, determined, 
on the principles of human policy, to opprefs and per- 
fecute the Ifraelites in various ways, in order to pre¬ 
vent their growth, and to check any afpiring thoughts 
of dominion, which they might poflibly indulge. 

But the plan did not fucceed; becaufe the will of 
God had decreed otherwife. Exaftions were multiplied 
upon the poor afflided Hebrews,- and yet their num- 

• Peat, xxxir. 10--12. t Exod. i. 7, &c. 
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bers were proportionally augmented; till at length the 
cruel tyrant meditated their utter extirpation. But in 
that alfo he was difappointpd. The midwives, whom 
he fixed upon as the inftruments of his deteftable bar¬ 
barity, and ftridly charged to murder every male child 
in the birth, through tlie powerful influence of God 
upon their minds, dared not to execute the command. 
A ffdh fcheme, therefore, was adopted j but like all 
die fchemes of finners, in avowed oppofltion to God, 
it did not fruftrate, but tended immediately to promote, 
the defign of Heaven. Pharaoh enaded that every 
Ion, which the Ifraelites might have from that period, 
fhould be call into the river. This circumftance 

r 

fcemed to threaten their whole race with defolation; 
but, under tire diredion and control of the Lord Al¬ 
mighty, who was engaged for their defence, it proved 
the means of accomplifhing their deliverance. 

Ymts before How diftrtiffmg muft have been die fitua- 
ciirift,is7i. tion'of the Hebrews, whofe helplefs oft- 
Ipring were appointed to be expofed upon the deep 
waters, where nothing could *be looked for but inflant 
death! We forbear to deferibe the feelings of horror, 
which every tender father and mother muft have expe¬ 
rienced upon the birth of a male child. We need not 
lay, that, with inexpreffible anguifli to them, the man^ 
date was obeyed} or that thofe, whom a fenfe of duty 
or natural afFedion compelled to conceal their infant, 
were held in continual terror. Such, then, were the 
difficulties, in which the parents of Mofes were in-: 
Yolved} for he was born at that very time, and there¬ 
fore doofTied by the edid to perilh in th? nver,-r-How 



MOSES. 


349 

little are we fenfible of our peculiar mercies, who arc 
permitted to bring up our children without fear or in¬ 
terruption! Many and painful anxieties we muft have 
for our rifing families, even in the moft peaceful cir- 
cumflances; but let us blefs God, that we are not kept 
in the dread of having our dear babes ftrangled or 
drowned before our eyes. Yet in every danger let 
us learn to intruft them with Him, whofe love is equal 
to his power; and let us reft aflured, that, while 
they are under his care, “ no weapon that is formed 
againft tliem ftiall profpei;,” and tliat, if He be pleafed 
to appoint them to any fervice in his Church, none 
can defeat his purpofe, or “ pluck them out erf liis 
hands,” 

The parents of Mofes were of the houfe of Levj, 
and, from their conduft on this occafion, we are will¬ 
ing to conclude they were pious perfons*. We do not 
indeed perceive, that they had formed any previous 
determination to hazard their own fafety for the pre- 
fervation of their infant; but upon its birth there was 
fomething particularly ftriking in its appearance, which 
was confidered as prophetical of an eminent ftation or 
employment defigned for it, and which, therefore, in¬ 
duced them to conceal it. Such is the defcripti 5 >n 
given of Mofes; he was a goodly child" ex¬ 
ceeding fair;):,” "a proper child-Was ii^ then, 
no more than an admiration of its beauty, which pleaded 
with tliem for Its life ? It is certain, that natural 
affedion might have carried them much farther than 

• Exod. ii. I, &c. t 2 * t viL zo. 

§ Heb. xi. 23. 
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this. But we are acquainted with their real motive by 
an infallible interpreter. They afted " by faith}’' 
and we know that faith muft have refpeift unto dome 
divine promilc or intimation. Poffibly, they might 
receive a particular revelation, that the babe fhould 
be the deliverer of their nation ■, or, confiding only in 
the general aflurance, which had been given, that God 
would certainly vifit and redeem them, they might 
conceive the hope, that their dear infant might be 
the appointed inflrument of accomplifhing their releafe. 
Committing it, therefore, tQ the care of God, and in 
a cheerful expediation of His gracious interpofition, 
they.refolved to hide it, whatever rifk they might run; 
“ and they were not afraid of the king’s command¬ 
ment.” 

After three months however, the concealment of 
their fon was difeovered; and, probably apprehending, 
that he might be forctbly dragged from them by the 
murderous hands of an executioner, they were driven 
to the very painful neceflity ^f expofmg him on the wa¬ 
ters. The diftreffed mother, unwilling to give him 
up at once to immediate death, prepared a fmall de¬ 
fence of ruihes, in which he might fwim, for a while 
at lead*, upon the river; though, without fome inter¬ 
pofition, he could not long have fubfifted there. The 
expedient, in itfelf, might be thought a poor contriv¬ 
ance ; but it was made ufe of in faith, and deliverance 
was evidently looked for from Heaven. The fifter, 
therefore, v/as fet as a watch to obferve the event, 
which could not by any forefight have been conjec¬ 
tured.—Thus alfo we may learn, not to negled thofc 
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means which are in our power (inef&dual as tliey 
may feem and certainly would be of themfelves), and 
ftill to rely firmly upon God for fuccefs. Let us do 
all that prudence would fuggeft, and yet expcft a 
favourable conclufion only from the Lord’s bleffing. 

■ On what a precarious iflue did the hope of Ifrael 
then appear to reft! But the matter was in God’s 
hands; and with Him there can be no fuch thing as 
chance or uncertainty. He, who is the proteftor of 
his people, had contrived the way of lafety; a way, 
which no human fagacity could have planned, or 
brought into efFed. Juft at the prpper moment. He 
direfted the fteps of Pharaoh’s daughter to the place 
where the infant was expofed. The little baficet was 
difcovered, and taken out of the water: the babe weptj 
at the fight of which the Princefs, touched with com¬ 
panion, inftantly formed the determination to prefervc 
and educate the child as her own. By the inteipofition 
of the filler, who ftood by to tend the important 
charge, it was again committed to the care of its mo¬ 
ther, who was then appointed to nurfe it, not as a poor 
Hebrew doomed to flavery, but as an Egyptian prince. 
The name Moses, which fignifies drawn out, was 
given him as a memorial of this aftonilhing deliver¬ 
ance, with all the circumftances of which, probably, 
he was acquainted in early life. In proccfs of time he 
appeared at court, as the adopted fon of the king’s 
daughter, and received an education fuitable to this 
elevated rank. 

Here is a wonderful chain of events, all leading fo 
one grand objeft, and all of them fuch as feemed moft 

unlikely 
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unlikely to happen; and yet they were brought about 
by means, which would commonly be called accidentaL 
It was the divbe purpofe to exalt Mofes, in order to 
qualify him for the high office of the Leader and Com¬ 
mander of Ifracl. But the fituation of that oppreffed 
people, and the cruel edidt of Pharaoh, were great 
obftacles to this intended promotion: humanly fpeak- 
ing, the thing was impoflible. Who could have fup- 
pofed, that the Princels of the land would be the in- 
ftrument of preferving and advancing Mofes, of de¬ 
feating her father’s defign, and finally of refcuing the 
Ifraelites from their bondage ? And yet no other per- 
fon, ^probably, would have dared to fave a life, con¬ 
demned by the Sovereign, or could have effedbed the 
plan. Do we not fee the hand of God, then, condudl- 
ing her to the river’s fide, to the very fpot, at the pro¬ 
per, the neceflary moment ? Shall we not allow, that 
the thought of adopting the child was by Him impreffed 
upon her mind, and therefore that Ihe perfifted in it 
againft many difficulties, which cotild not but occur to 
her? For, though Ihe felt companion for the perifhing 
infant, yet when its mean original was confidered, it 
muft appear an unfuitable objedt for her notice; it was 
the offspring of ftrangers, who had no claim to her 
protedbion, who w'erc become offcnfive to the whole 
nation, and were fufpedbed to be dangerous to the go¬ 
vernment; and, as it was already fentenced to die by 
the exprefs injundbion of her father, fhe might feem 
to be adbing a traiterous part in attempting its preferva- 
tion. But, under the divine influence, ail objedtions 
vanifhcd, and the way was cafy. 

Upon 
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Upon a review of this hiftory we are conflrained to 
cry out, “ When God will work, who can let ?” Even 
Pharaoh’s court fliall recejve and nourifli the man, 
who is defigned to crulh the power of the tyrant, and 
to refcue the church. Shall we not, then, in the moft 
diftrefling and perilous times, ftay ourlclves upon the 
Lord, and reft in cheerful hope and confidence of 
fafety, through his Almighty protedtion ? How readily 
can he accomplilh deliverance, and make his very 
enemies fubfervient to his purpofe! He is indeed 
“ wonderful in counfel, and excellent in working.” 

We have accompanied Mofes to the palace: but we 

know little of what occurred to him in that lituation. 

• 

The facred writers efteem it of fmall confequence to 
relate what is tranfafled in palaces, which are generally 
feenes of folly and diffipation, whilft they haften to 
thofe events, however trifling in themfcKes, which 
concern the people of God. JVe have obferved, that 
his education was fuita’olc to a young prince of the 
higheft expeftations. For he was the ad-'pted fon of 
the King’s daughter, ancf, as ftie is fuppofed to have 
been an only child, he was probably confidered the 
prefumptive heir to the crown. In tliis piace he en¬ 
joyed peculiar advantages for the acquifition of human 
literature, as Egypt was eminent in the ftudy of the 
fciences; .and doubtlefs he received his inftmetion 
from the moft. illuftrious Magi. He is therefore laid 
to have been “ learned in all the wifdom of the Egyp¬ 
tians, and mighty in words and in deeds*.” Of this, 
indeed, he has left ample teftimony in thofe valuable 
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writings, which bear his name, and which have been 
a bleffing to the Church in every fucceeding age to 
the prefent day. By fuck a fituation, then. Moles 
was qualified for the arduous talk, which was after¬ 
wards affigned him. How wonderful are the appoint¬ 
ments of Providence, which determine the bounds 
of our habitations! The moft honoured inftruments 
of glorifying God aic often prepared for their work, 
by being previoufly caft, involuntaiily or without any 
intention of their own, into thofe connexions, in which 
they are furnifhed with the; neceflary accomplifh- 
mehts. Known unto Him are all his defigns from the 
beginning: and when it is His purpofe to call fome 
favoured fervant to an important office or employment. 
He cannot be at a lofs for means to fit him for it. 

What was tlie moral charaXer of Mofes in his 
youth, we know not. Wc conclude that he was ac¬ 
quainted by his mother.with the circumftances of his 
birth, with his near relation to the Ifraelites, and with 
the expeXation flic had formed, of his being intended 
for very eminent fervices. But we are not told, what 
efFeX her pious. inftruXions produced upon his mind, 
fo long as he lived in Pharaoh’s court. That fituation 
was moft unfavourable to religion j and, not impro¬ 
bably, whatever attachment he might feel to the 
caufe of his"'opprefled brethren, he did not avow it, 
but joined in the ufual cuftoms and praXices of the 
Egyptians. At forty years of age, however, from the 
nobleft principles, he renounced his connexions in the 
palace, cheerfully gave up all tliat a carnal heart would 
have defired (the means of fenfual indulgence and 

the 
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the flattering prolped of wealth and power), and 
openly declared his determination to take part with die 
de^ifed Ifraelites. 

Years before This extraordinary conduft may juftly 
Chrjft,is3i. our wonder. It is fo uncommon a 

cafe, to fee men forego great worldly advantages, that 
we may well enquire, by what motives he was actu¬ 
ated. We perceive many confiderations, which might 
have induced him to continue in his place: fucii as, 
the Iplendor, eafe, and pleafures he then enjoyed j the 
expeftation of being ojie day raifed to the throne of 
Egypt; the opportunity, which that elevated ftation 
would have afforded him, of relieving and proseCting 
moft effe£haally the perfecuted Hebrews; die difficulty 
and apparent impoffibility of his fuccouring them, un- 
lefs he retained his connexions at court; the charge 
of ingratitude, to which he would be expofed, for de¬ 
ferring the very friends, who* had preferved his life; 
the contempt and hatred he muft look for, as foon as 
he avowed himfelf an Ifrgelite; and the indignation of 
the king, who would immediately condemn him, as a 
profelled enemy to the ftate. 

Here were many reafons to perfuade him on the 
one hand, and to terrify him on the other; and the/e 
things, doubdefs, were reprefented to his mind in 
their full force. But he aXed on a principle, which 
at once fet afide all thefe confiderations, as of no 
weight, and left him no room for hefitation. Ele 
formed his determinarion, in oppofition to every wordly 
inducement, from a fenfe of what he owed to God, 
and in firm dependence on His bleffing and fupport. 

A a a Here, 
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Here, then, we acknowledge him, not fo much the 
poliflied courtier, as the devout and zealous fervant of 
God; and, though he pafled for a fool or a madman 
among the Egyptians, we admire “ the exceeding grace 
of God in him,” and pray that we may be found faith¬ 
ful, even as he was. 

We are not left to a doubtful conjefture about his 
views and motives on this occafion; for a fure inter¬ 
preter has opened to us tlie fecret of his heart. “By 
FAITH, Mofes, when he was come to years, reflifed 
to be called the fon of Pharaoh’s daughter; choofing 
raditi; to fuffer affliftion with the people of God, tlian 
to enjoy the pleafurcs of fin for a feafonj efleeming 
the reproach of Chrift greater riches than the treafures 
in Egypt: for he had refpeft unto the recompence of 
the reward*.” Having been inftrufted in the divine 
Covenant made with Abraham and his feed, and in 
the promifes of the Saviour, who was to defeend from 
that family, he believed that they were under the pe¬ 
culiar proteftion of Heaven, »and would furely be ref. 
cued from their miftrable oppreffion. With fervent 
defire, therefore, to partake with them of their reli¬ 
gious privileges, he refolved to join their fociety, what¬ 
ever he might rifk by it, and freely to facrifice every 
temporal advantage, for the fake of that Redeemer, 
whom he profeflfed to look for. This was indeed 

the faith which overcometh the world.” 

It appears alfo, that he had fome intimations from 
God, befides the expeftation he might have formed 
from the account of his parents, that he was defigned 
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to be the inftrument of delivering his people Ifrael. 
In obedience, then, to the will of God, and not in 
fancifiil difguft, or through any morofenels of fpiritj— 
in order to teftify his readinefs to do and to fuffcr all 
that God would have him, he cheerfully quitted his 
moft enviable fituation in the court of Egypt, and, 
like his father Abraham before him, he went out, 
not knowing whither he went.” 

But what was his immediate objeft ? “ It came 
into his heart to vifit his brethren, and he looked on 
their burthens.” He was touched with compafiion for 
their afflidted ftate j aftd he was defirous to contrive 
Ibme way, if it were poffible, to alleviate their diftrels, 
or elfe to bear his part with them. More than this ; 
it fliould feem that he was forward to enter upon his 
office i and therefore, with great zeal, perhaps with an 
improper warmth, he propoled himfelf to them in the 
charadler, which he expefted to fuftain, of their deli¬ 
verer, and looked for no other than a cordial reception 
from them. But his ardour in their caufe met with a 
fevere check, not fo much from their enemies, as from 
themfelves. Like the Saviour, whom he prefigured, 
he was at firft “ delpifed and rejedled.” “ He came 
unto his own, and his own received him not.” 

An occafion immediately occurred, which induced 
him to interpofe. He beheld an Hebrew brother fuf- 
fering by the cruel hand of an Egyptian, and ftood up 
as the avenger of the injured perfon. In this contention 
he flew the Egyptian. What the circumftances might 
be, to render fuch an adt of violence necellary or juf- 
tifiable, we know not. Enough is not told us, to 

A a 3 enable 
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enable us to form a proper judgment of it. Mofes- 
might be driven to it, in defence of himfelfi as well 
as of the Ifraelitej or he might confider himfclf autho¬ 
rized by a divine commiflion to vindicate the wrongs 
of his people, and to punifh their oppreflbrs. This 
event might alfo be defigned to confirm his hopes of 
refeuing his countrymen from their miferable bondage, 
and of overcoming the Egyptians, as he had done in 
tlie inftance before us. 

But, while he was ready to aflert the rights of his 
enflaved brethren, they were dejeftedj and, fo far from 
feconding his endeavours, they quarrelled among them- 
felves, and reproached him for his zeal in dieir fervice. 
On thd very next day, a frefli inftance was given of his 
regard totsheir welfare. Perceiving a fliarp contention 
between two Ifraclitcs, he undertook to be the medi¬ 
ator, and with a very mild expoftulation would have 
reconciled them to each other. “ Sirs, (faid he) ye 
arc brethren: why do ye wrong one to another*?” It 
was indeed a diftrelFing fight, to obferve thofe, who 
were fo nearly related by blood, and as clofcly allied 
by afflidion, and who ought therefore to have had one 
common intereft, taking part with their enemies, and 
by their foolifli contefts increafing their own calami¬ 
ties. "What, was it not enough that Egypt opprefled 
and deftroyed them ? Muft they alfo vex and devour 
one another ? Plow fuitable the admonition of Moles j 
"Ye belong to the fame family, and Ihould ftudy to 
pi-omote your mutual benefit and comfort.”—May we 
not apply this wife reproof to thofe warm dilputants, 

• Afts vii. 26. 
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tvho, by their fierce debates, divide and weaken the 
Chrifiiian Church? They forget furely, that they arc 
brethren,” or elfe much of the animofity that pre¬ 
vails among them would ceafe. “ Why do ye wrong 
one to another?” Leave to your adverfarics the work 
of perfccution, but be you “ kindly affedlioned gne 
to another with brotherly love.” 

Was, then, the mediation of Mofes accepted ? No: 
they underftood not that he was appointed to be their 
fuler and their judge j and accordingly they fpurned 
at his interpofition, and upbraided him with what he 
had done the preceding day in avenging one of their 
own company. This was a painful trial to him; and 
fuch a failure in his firll; attempts, we fltould ‘appre¬ 
hend, might greatly damp his zeal. “ To ^hat pur- 
pofe (he might argue) have I renounced my former 
connexions ? If I am to be thus defpifed by my owji 
countrymen, would it not be^better to return to tliofe, 
whofe friendfhip I have forlaken ?”—But, perhaps, 
there was a degree of forwardnefs and raflincfs in Mofes, 
which the contempt, Ke met with, would ferve to 
correX. He had much more to learn in true religion, 
than hitherto he had attained, in order to qualify lilm 
for his high office. Nor was the time of his deliver¬ 
ing Ifrael yet arrived, though he was eager to be em¬ 
ployed. They were to fuffer oppreffion for a longer 
period, that they might be more cffcXually humbled i 
and, in the mean feafon,t heir numbers were increafing, 
Mofes was better prepared for his work, the Egyptians 
allb and the Canaanites were permitted to fill up 
the mcafure of their iniquities. For thefe ends the 

A a 4 Lord 
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Lord determined, that forty more years fhould elapfe, 
before he would arife to maintain the caufe of his op- 
prefled people. 

Do we not admire the divine patience and long- 
fufFering, efpccially when contrafted with our vehe¬ 
mence and precipitation ? The purpofes of God are 
firm and fure} but He proceeds to the execution of 
them with a flow ftcpj while we are full of ardour to 
haften them. Our zeal, therefore, even when it fprings 
from the beft: principles, is generally mixed with rafli- 
nefs and violence; and for this reafon, doubtlefs, it 
pleafcs God to fufFer thofe, whofe hearts glow with a 
moft fervent defire to ferve him, to be difappointed in 
many of their firft: attempts. Not unfrequendy they are 
oppofed by the very perfons, whofe intcreft they wifti 
to promote; not by the world only, but by the Ifrael 
of God. A trial of this nature is far more diflrefling 
than any contemptuous or injurious treatment from the 
avowed enemies of godlinefs. But let us be prepared 
for it, nor wonder, if our kindeft interpofitions, elpe- 
cially to make peace between our contending brethren, 
be rejed:ed and reproached by good people. Perhaps 
W'c have been too forward, or a£tcd too much in our 
own fpiritj and therefore it may be of real advantage 
to us, to fail in our fehemes. We fhall thereby be¬ 
come more folid in our judgment, more fteadfafl: in 
our purpofes, more meek in our tempers, and more 
pure and upright in our motives. We may have 
fincerely intended to do the will of God, and what He 
alfo defigns to effed; but, while our endeavours -are 
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defeated, we leam to wait His time, and to depend 
upon Him for fuccefs. 

Probably, what we lament as a fore difappointment, 
may tend to our own temporal fecurity. This, we 
perceive, was the cafe with Moles. He found, by the 
opprobrious Ipeech of the Ifraelites who thruft him 
away, that he was known to have flain the Egyptians 
which made him apprehenfive of danger. It foon ap¬ 
peared alfo, that Pharaoh, who was incenfed againft him^ 
fought his life. The man of God, therefore, trembled 
for his fafety, perhaps through a deleft of faith, and 
thought himfelf obliged* for his own prefervation to 
become an exile and a wanderer. He fled to the land 
of Midian, for from all his friends and conneflions, 
and without any means of fupport or any expedation 
of afliltance, but from God alone. In this foreign 
country, unattended, fatigued, and helplefs, " he fot 
down by a well.” How diSbrent his lituation there, 
from that which he had lately deferred! Not long be¬ 
fore, he had been furrounded with all the Iplendor of 
a palace i but then how* diftrelTing his profpeft! At 
fuch a feafon, were there any confiderations, which 
could relieve his mind? Yes; the very fome which 
had induced him to quit the court: “ He had rclped 
unto the recompence of the reward.” The grace, which 
had preferred him from the fnares of prolperity, up¬ 
held him even in that moll dellitute and dangerous 
condition. Ele feemed, indeed, to have loll all: but 
he had committed himfelf and his concerns into fafe 
hands. Let us wait to fee the event. “ O call thy 
burden upon the Lord, and he fhall fullain thee!” 

For 
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For “ did ever any truft in Him, and was con- 
^unded ?” 

Mofes obtained deliverance by an mcident, which 
could not have been forefeen. While he fat by die 
well, the daughters of Jethro, or Raguel, a prieft or 
rather a prince in Midian, came to water dieir flocks; 
in which office he readily ftepped forth to alEft them, 
and proteded them from the violence of fome neigh¬ 
bouring fhepherds. This was an ad of juftice and of 
kindnefs, and was amply recompenfed by the gratitude 
©f Jethro, who invited the poor defolate ftranger to 
go and abide under his hofpitable roof. An attach¬ 
ment, it Ihould feem, was foon formed between thele 
two Jierfons, who appeared to have been of a kindred 
difpofition, alike benevolent and generous, “ Mofes 
was content to dwell with the man;” and this was a 
mark of his humility, deflitute as he was, if we confi- 
der that he had been educated and had lived as a prince, 
and that he now became a fervant, in the capacity of 
a fhepherd, and cheerfully fubmitted to a laborious 
employment. But here th6 Lord provided him with 
an afylum, and bleflfed him with domeftic comforts. 
He married one of the daughters of Jethro, by whom 
he had two fons. 

In fuch a fituation, little known, and little regarded, 
he, who had been heir to the crown of Egypt, who 
was appointed to be " a King in Jefhurun,” dwelt for 
forty years. Yet mean as his occupation was, this 
proved a very favourable retreat. We praife our God, 
who lupports and defends his people, and never leaves 
them nor forfakes them, in times of greateft danger 

and 
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and diftrefs. Let us not doubt, even when we can fee 
no means of fafety or deliverance, timt He will raUe 
Up friends, and open a place of refuge for us: Yea, 
He himfclf will be a fanAuary” to us. 

Mofes, we have obferved, was probably fent to 
Midian for confiderable advantage to himfelf, that he 
might have more intimate conveide with God. He 
had derived much benefit from his education in Egypt, 
whereby he became an accomplilhed fcholar, an ex¬ 
perienced ftatefman, and a valiant foldier. Thus he 
was qualified to ftand before Pharaoh, and to com¬ 
mand the Ifraelites. But’as an Egyptian prince, he 
had lefs opportunity of improvement in true religion, 
than in his retirement, as a Ihepherd and a fervant to his 
father-in-law Jethro. There he enjoyed every fuitable 
convenience, leifure and folitude, for the purpofcs of 
meditation and devotion; which prepared him for that 
nearer intcrcourfe with God, to^which he was defigned 
to be admitted. Yet it required peculiar grace in 
Mofes, to be content to hide his talents in fecret, and 
quietly to wait, fo long a !eafon, for the promifed de¬ 
liverance. The Lord’s people are all eager to be 
ufeful; but many of them are unknown, and poffels 
not the power of doing extenfive good. This is meant 
as a trial of their faith. Let them only be diligent to 
make the beft of their prefent obfeurity, and be will¬ 
ing to be nothing; and they lliould not doubt, that in 
dye time they will be brought forth to a larger 
fphere, if the divine wifdom fhail judge it expedient 
for them. 


How 
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How inftruftlve is the example before us! Let «S 
enquire. Are we like-minded with Moles? Are we 
ready, whenever required, to. renounce the world, with 
all its pomps and vanities, its honours, pleafures, and 
preferments, from a real regard to Chrift ? We do 
not affert, that it is any part or evidence of true reli' 
gion, merely to give up our fituation: in general, we 
muft abide in our calling. To forfake our appointed 
place, without fome plain intimation that this is the 
will of God, would not be an aft of truft or fubmif- 
fion, but of ralhnefs, perhaps of cowardice or pre- 
liimption. But where our poll cannot be maintained, 
confiftently with a profeflion of fupreme attachment 
to the Saviour, there the line of duty is obvious. Our 
Lord determined the matter, when he faid, “ He that 
loveth father or mother more than me, is not worthy 
of me*.” 

Is not the world, then, in one refpeft or another, 
a fnare to our fouls ? Are we not hereby tempted, if 
not avowedly to oppofe, yet lhamefully to negleft 
the fervice of Chrift? Tliere are various hindrances 
in the way of a ftriftly religious lifej but the feith of 
Mofes would enable us to overcome them all. We 
may inftance in three particulars; 

I. The expeftations of advancement. Something 
more, or fomething higher, is what moft perfons are 
feeking; and it is fuppofcd (which in many cafes is 
undeniably true), that any zealous exertions in fevour 
of real godlinefs will prevent them from accomplifh- 
ing their wilhes j and therefore they beg leave to poft- 
• Matt. X. 37. 
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pone a due attention to the concerns of the foul, till thdr 
temporal fchemes are fettled. And ihall We dare to a. 6 t 
upon fuch a principle as this ? Had Mofes been in¬ 
fluenced by the views of preferment, he would have 
continued his conneftions with the Egyptians, and dif- 
owned the Ifrael of God. But he " refufed to be called 
the fon of Pharaoh’s daughter,” and thus gave up his 
prolpefts of a crown and a kingdom. 

2. The love of fenfual enjoyments;—an idolatrous 
attachment to which is difeovered on every fide. The 
young and the healthy, if die means of gratification arc 
afforded them, feem to think they have a licence to in¬ 
dulge their pafllons without reftraint. The precept of 
Chriff, therefore, " to deny themfelves, to take up 
their crofs daily, and to follow him,” they treat with 
contempt, and put off thefe uncomfortable duties to 
the aged, the fick, and the gloomy. Shall we not 
remind them, how different fiom their plan w'as the 
conduct of Mofes, who delpifed, what they are fo ea¬ 
gerly purfuing, “ the pleafures of fin, which are but for 
a feafon ?” He was in the full vigour of his flrengtli, 
and had all the delights of fenfe at his command, yet he 
cheerfully renounced them all, " choofing rather to fufFcr 
afflidlion with the people of God.” And this leads us 
to remark another hindrance of real piety, 

3. The fear of reproach. Thofe, who will ferve 
God faithfully, even in our owm day, meet with many 
difficulties from the oppofition of an evil world. Their 
charafters are traduced, and their fociety is avoided, as 
moft dangerous and opprobrious. Many, who ac¬ 
knowledge them to be right, and wifh to be in their 
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ftate, are deterred from forming any intimacy with 
them, left they Ihould come into the fame diigrace. 
Thus “ the fear of man bringeth a fnare.” Are we 
not under the influence of this principle ? What pre¬ 
vents lis from making a bold profeflion of the Golpel? 
Why arc we fliy of the acquaintance of thofe, who arc 
tonfefledly “ the excellent of the earth ?” Are we not 
peeking the praife of men, even at die expence of trudi 
and of a good confcience, unwilling to be accounted 
fools for Chrift’s fake ? W^here, then, is the zeal of 
Mofes ? He efteemed the’reproach of Chrift greater 
riches than the treafures of Egypt.” Let us not for¬ 
get,'it is THE REPROACH OF Christ which wc are 
called to bear, by a fteadfaft attachment to his people, 
and by a courageous defence of the doftrines of revela¬ 
tion. And is not He worthy, for whom w'e ftiould refign 
die favour of the world ? “ For our fakes he became 

poor,” and " made himfelf .of no reputation,” that 
we might be exalted to eternal glory. “ If we fuffer, 
we fhall alfo reign with him j” and like Mofes we 
ihould “ have refpe<ft unto this recompence of reward:” 
for thus only ftiall we be animated to perfevere in our 
chriftian courfe, till we join the fociety of the faithful 
above, and receive die crown of Ufe, 
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Mojes had a revelation from God at Her eh—unwilling to 
accept the commijfion given him—fubmitted, and departed 
for Egypt—obliged to circumeije his fen—-joined by 
Aarony went to Pharaoh-^repulfed—difeouraged through 
unbelief-—made a fecond attempt with Pharaoh—wrought 
miracles—ded the Hebrews out of Egypt-r—purfued by 
Pharaoh—divided the Red fea—fawt his enemies drown-^ 
edy and praijed the Lard, 

It is the charafter of the Chriftian grace of Charity, 
that “ Ihe feeketh not her own;” and accordingly, 
the holy feriptures enjoin us, “ Look not every man 
on his own things, but every man alfo on 'the things 
of others Ah! how many prove that they know 
nothing of this divine principle, while they live to 
themfelves alone, and fcruple not to facrificc the in- 
tereft and comfort of their neareft connedions to thdr 
private gratification! But the man of God, who is 
influenced by the noUeft motives of pure benevolence, 
will rejoice in the opportunity of doing good to thofe 
around him, even at his own expence: elpecially, 
if he can, by any exertion, promote the caufe of God, 
or of his Church, he will cheerfully forego whatever 

is 


• Phil. ii.4. 



j68 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

is dear to him in the world, and welcome the fevereft 
trials. By faith he extends his views beyond the 
prelent fcene of things, ^jnd will not, therefore, be 
ftaggered in his purpofe, by the appearance of the 
moft. formidable difficulties. 

Such an one was Mofes. In poffelTion of the highefi: 
temporal advantages, living in eafe and fplendor, and 
having aU fcnfual enjoyments at command, he refigned 
them all, and preferred a Hate of poverty, contempt, 
and fervitude; not only that he might preferve a good 
confcience, but alfo that lie might lay himfelf out 
in the feiwice of God, and the defence of his op- 
prefled people. Thus far we have followed him, till 
he forfook the court of Egypt, not in fuilen difappoint- 
ment, but cheerfully; not in the fickle age of youth, 
when every wild fcheme may be rafhly adopted, but 
when he was forty years old, and had, therefore, at¬ 
tained a maturity of j^jdgment and experience. We 
have leen him dilappointed in his firft expedtations of 
delivering Ifrael, reje< 5 ted with contempt, and obliged 
to fly, in a moft deftitute condition, to another country. 
There, though favoured with the proteftion and 
blefling of God, he was placed in no very eminent 
fituation j for he was the fhepherd, and the fervant, of 
his father-in-law Jethro. 

Thus retired from the world he had opportunities 
for fecret devotion, which he improved to an excel¬ 
lent purpofe. But he appeared far removed from all 
probability of interpofing in behalf of the Ifraelites; and 
we apprehend, that, after fo long a continuance in 
Midian, he had laid afide all hopes of refcuing them 
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out of the hands of their oppreflbrs. We learn, how¬ 
ever, to be aihamed of our felfifhnefs, and of our at¬ 
tachment to prefent enjoyrnents, while we perceive the 
difinterefted zeal of Mofes: and we are inftrufted, by 
the delay which he met with, to corredt our own 
haftinefs even in our beft fchemes, and to be willing 
to wait the Lord’s time and way, in order to bring 
them into effedt. 

Years befere Tlic bondagc of tlie Ifraelites became 
chrift, 14.^1. more infupportable. The cruel 

tyrant, from whom Mofes fled, was removed; but 
another of the fame charadter fucceeded. At length 
the Hebrews, bowed down under the heavy prelTure, 
cried unto God for deliverance: and j^Te, in compaflTion 
to their diftrefs, and in remembrance of his holy Cove¬ 
nant, determined to break off their chains *. Mofes, 
who had been appointed to the work, and had long 
been in a ftate of preparatioij for it, was made ac¬ 
quainted with the divine purpofc. While he was 
diligently attending to tlie duties of his ftation, and 
feeding the flock of Jethro, the Lord appeared to liim, 
in a mofl: extraordinary manner, to reveal his defigns 
of mercy f. And where fliall We expeft the prefence 
of God, or the communication of his grace, but in 
the faithful difeharge of our relpeftive offices ? The 
meaneft: employment will not prevent us from an 
intercourfe with Heaven; nay ratlier, if it be our 
proper fervice, it will put us in the way of reedv- 
ing fome peculiar blelfing, as a mark of our great 
Mafter’s approbation. 

• Exod. ii. 23-—25. t hi. *» &c. 
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The place of the revelation was Horeb, the moun# 
tain, tliat was foon afterwai:ds fignalized by the ftill 
more remarkable intimacy, to which Mofes was, there 
admitted with the Lord God for forty days together. 
This holy man was fuddenly ftruck with a moft 
wonderful fight: a bright fiante was feen in the midfi: 
of a bufli, which, tliough it continued to burn, was 
not confumed.—The vifion was myftcrious and emble¬ 
matical; a fit reprefentation of lifael in Ef^pt, and 
of tire Church in every age, under its fevereft perfe- 
cutions, preferved from deftruftion, by tlie prefence 
of God. While we perceife die fiie kindled, and 
threatening it with immediate ruin, we tremble for die 
confe^uence; but we forget, that die Lord himfelf 
dwells in the midft of it. 

Mofes gazed with profound admiration, and drew 
near to examine this furprifing objefl. .But how mult 
his aftonifhment increafe, when lie heard a. voice ilTuing 
from it, and calling to hfm by name, “ Mofes, Mofes!” 
He was then commanded to keep at a diftance, and 
to put off his Ihoes, in ordei to exprefs a fenfe of his 
own defilement, and of his utter unfimefs to Hand 
before a righteous God. But w'ho was the high and 
illuftrious perfonage, that addreffed himfelf to Mofes * ? 

That 

♦ THe perfon fpcaking to Mofes is called, Exod. lii. 2 , “ The 
Angel of the Lord and yet this Angel is no created Being, for 
he aiTumes the incommunicable name of Jehovah, iii. 6, I am- 
the God of thy father, &c.” and fays alfo concerning himfelf,. 
** I AM THAT I AM.” The lall of thefe expreffions, e^ecially, 
implies that he poflelfed fuch diviije perfeftioDs, as cannot be 
aferibed to the meft exalted creature: aud yet that very manner 
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That he might encourage faith and hope, as well as 
excite the moft profound veneration in his fervant. 
He declared, " I am the Qod of thy father, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, and the God of 
Jacobas if he had faid, “ I am tljie God whom 
they worftiipped, who am bound by the moft folemn 
Covenant with them, to preferve and blefs tlieir 
pofterity; I am die God, with whom they now live, 
and will continue to exift in cverlafting blifs and 
glory 

What could Mofes rejdy ? Or what effeft had this 
declaration upon him ? " He hid his face i for he was 

of fpeaking Jefus Chrlft ufed, as deferiptive of himfelf, and thereby 
claimed the attributes of Deity, when he faid, “ Before Abraham 
was, I AM,” John viii. 58. The concluiion, then, is obvious; 
This is no other than “ The Angel of the povenant;” and He 
is no lefs than the fuprcnie God. The fame perfon afterwards 
appeared on mount Sinai, delivered tlje law to Mofes, and upon 
various occafions, in revealing his will to the ancient Patriarchs, 
affumed a vifible ftiapc, which might be prophetical of his future 
incarnation. Refpedling the Father it is faid, “ No man hath feen 
God at anytime;” (John i. 18.) “ Ye have neither heard his 
voice at any time, nor feen his fliape;” John v. 37. The angel, 
then, who condudted Ifrael tlirough the wildernefs, the God who 
was the Law-giver, and the King of Ifrael, was no other than the 
fecond perfon of the Trinity; who, " though he was in the forni 
of God, was made in the likenefs of men.” 

* From this text our Lord Jefus Chrift has proved the doflrine 
of the Refurredlion, (Matt. xxii. 31.) and ihewn that the expref- 
fions here ufed concerning Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, foriie 
hundred years after their dsceafe, implied that they were ftill irt 
exillence with God. We conclude therefore, that the fouls of 
departed faints, during their reparation from their bodies, do not 
fleep, but are in a Hate of high felicity and glory. 
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afraid to look upon Gkxl.” Do we wonder, that fo 
holy a man lliould feel any dread upon his mind? 
h'lay we not rather fufpedt, that our ufual confidence 
and fjrwardnefb, in approaching to God, betrays an 
ignorance of Him and ourfelves ? Surely, tlie more v/e 
contempla:c His greatncfs and purity, the more we 
fhall be abafcd before him, from a fenfe of our mpan- 
nefs and depravity. It is obfei-vablc, therefore, in the 
feriptures, that fome of the moft eminent charafters 
have difeovered the deejreft liurniliation, reverence, and 
confufion, even when God has been drawing near to 
them with the manifeftatiohs of his mercy. The 
righteous fear and hide’ their faces in the diift, when 
they behold the glory of the Lord, though He de¬ 
clares his love; but the wicked either care not for Him, 
or tremble only at the thunders of his wrath. 

Is it not neccflary to check that prefumptuous fpirit, 
which fome perfons difeover in prying into the divine 
myfleries? “ Draw not nigh hkhei i” but Hand at a 
diftance, to contemplate and adore. Do not alfo the 
ordinances of God demand fi om us the moft profound 
veneration ? For He is as really, though not as vifi- 
bly, prefent there, as on the mount with Mofes. Why, 
tiien, are we fo trifling and irreverent, both i.n our in- 
•ward temper tmd our outward carriage, during our 
attendance on His worfhip ? Do we not forget, that 
** the place Is holy ground,” as being fet apart for 
t^e purpofc of maintaining an intercourfc with the 
God of heaven ? Even external ceremonies, in token 
of an humble frame of mind, may be proper and ufe- 
fiil: and thofe are chargeable with a proud contempt of 
God, who Ilipercilioufly rejeft them. 

What, 
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What,, then, was the defign of this revelation to 
Mofes? The Lord declared, that he had taken notice 
of the diftrefles of his peofJle in Egypt, felt companion 
for them, and would immediately interpofc, to extri¬ 
cate them from tlieir miferable flavery, and to conduct 
them to the promifeti land of Canaan. But who was 
to be the inftmment of accompli[hing this deli verance ? 
To Mofes himfclf was the commifTion given; " Come 
now, therefore, I will fend thee,” faid God. And did 
not Mofes readily accede to the propofal? Forty years 
before, he had appeared "forward to ftand forth, from 
proper motives, as the avenger of Ifrael, though pro¬ 
bably with a degree of raflinefs and feif-confidence; 
but in Midian he had learnt - more of God and of 
himlelf) and therefore, under a deep conviction of his 
own unworthinels and infufEciency, he flirunk back 
from the office, to which the Lord appointed him. 

He replied, “ Who am I, that*I fhould do this ?”-- 

But die backwardnefs, he exprefied, did not proceed 
entirely from genuine humility; there feems to have 
been a finful diftruft, an unbelieving fear, which made 
him wifh to decline the fervice. Alas ! every grace in 
the moll: excellent charaCter is not only defective, but 
mixed with fome corrupt affeClion or other, whkh^ 
Itains the luftre of it. Our zeal too frequently par¬ 
takes of impetuofity and pride, our meeknefs degene¬ 
rates into cowardice and inactivity. 

We admire the condefeenfion of our God, wlio 
bears with the perverfenefs of his children, anfwers 
their objections, and removes their difficulties. Was 
Mofes difeouraged at the greamefs, or the ditnger, of 
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the work affigned him? The Lord comforted him 
with this gracious aflurance, " Certainly I will be 
with dice.” This implie 4 a promife of fupport and 
protedion: and could any thing further be defired ? 
Alas! unbelief is always unreafonable in its expefta- 
tions, and continually raifes new cavils. Mofes fug- 
geftcd, that fuch was the ignorance and obftinacy of 
the people, that they would not underftand, and in a 
captious manner would queftion him, what was the 
name of the God who fent him. To this the Lord 
God replied, by declaring his own perfeftions, with 
unfpeakable majefty, “ I am that I am.” —The 
cxpreflion bids defiance to all explanations: only'we 
obferve herein, that our God is incomprehenfible, 
cxifts independently of all other. beings, and is un¬ 
changeably the fame, in all his attributes, “ from 
everlafting to everlafting.” 

Mofes, dierefore, w^s inftrufted to aflemble die 
ciders of Ifrael, to open his commiffion before them, 
and to inform them, that the God, wHo was pledged 
to‘their fathers by folemn covenant, had taken com- 
paflion upon them, would refcue them from their op- 
preffion, and give them the inheritance of Canaan, 
which he had promifed. But were they hot a dejedcd 
people,.unwilling to exert themfelves? Yes; but 
it was intimated, that a divine influence fhould be put 
forth to incline them to pay an attentive and obedi¬ 
ent regard.-—-He was alfb commanded to go boldly 
to Pharaoh, and to requeft their difmilTion; but was 
forewarned, that in the king of Egypt he would meet 
with a determined and obftinate oppofer, who would at 

laft 
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iail be fubdued only by the. heavy judgments of God 
upon him. 

Were not all the objeftiqns, then, of Mofes filenced? 
No: We are furprifed and grieved to hear him ftarting 
one difficulty after another, and exprefsly oontradiftiiig 
the affertion of God himfelf: “ They will not believe 
me, nor hearken unto my voice*.” Such is the horrid 

nature of unbelief: it makes God a liar.-Yet the 

Lord bore with him, and, to infpire him with courage 
and confidence for his work, furnifhed him with indu¬ 
bitable credentials, by giving him fome miraculous 
powers in proof of his commiflion. Did not that 
liiffice? Alas! we are very ready to frame excufes, 
when we have no heart to undertake the A:rvice, to 
which wc are appointed. Mofes again dared to 
objeft his own infufffciency, ** O my Lord, I am not 
eloquent,—I am flow of fpeech, and of a flow tongue.” 
Doubtlefs, this continued backwardnefs to obey the 
divine call, was highly blamable. This diffidence of 
himfelf betrayed a finful diftruft of God; for He 
immediately replied, “ Who hath made man’s mouth ? 
Or who maketh the dumb or deafi or the feeing, or 
the blind? Have not I the Lord? Now therefore, 
go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what 
thou fhalt fay.” 

What could have been required more? Yet after 
all, it fbould feem, Mofes abfolutely refofed to accept 
the charge, and faid, “ O my Lord, fend, I pray 
thee, by the hand of him, whom thou wilt fend:” 
that is, “ Send by fome one clfc, better fitted for 

* Exod. iv. I, &c. 
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this office,—by whomfoever thou wilt, only have me 
cxcufed.” This was moft provoking to God: " His 
anger was kindledand. yet he withdrew not the 
honourable appointment from him, but in great con- 
defcenfion promifed, that Aaron his brother fhould 
bear a part in the arduous employment, and be his 

Ipokefman,” and tliat both of them fhould be 
fiirnifhed with all neceflary inftructions for their 
work. 

How remarkable was this interview between the 
moft High God and his fepvant Mofes! We per¬ 
ceive nothing here, which can induce a fufpicion of 
the integrity, or even of the eminence, of this holy 
manj but we fee much to abafe our pride, and to 
prove that the moft excellent charaders have great 
defeats. Shall any boaft, that they are able to ftand 
in thfe judgment before God, wlien they hear that 
** the anger of the Lord was kindled againft Mofes?” 
Let us confefs, that the Lord has been long-fuffer- 

ing towards us, and that “ it is of His mercies we 

^ «• 

are not confumed.” How backward have we allb 
been to ferve him ! How many objeftions have we 
urged againft the performance of the plaineft duties ! 
We may difeover enough in the fecret workings 
of our hearts, to account for all the inconfiftency 
in Mofes, and to excite in us the moft fervent 
prayer, that God would not enter into judgment with 
us for our perverfe oppofition to His will. 

At length, then, Mofes, conftrained to fubmit, 
obeyed the divine diredtion. Having folicited 
leave of his fether-in-law to depart, he and his 

family 
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family together were difmiflfed in peace. Freflj 
aflurances of the Lord’s protection and afliftance were 
given himj in dependence ppon which he fet forwards 
to contend with the king of Egypt, and to vindicate 
the wrongs of Ifrael. But how was he armed for fuch 
a conflict ? He went with no other weapons or dc» 
fence, than “ the rod of God in his hand.” So evi¬ 
dently did it appear, that “ the excellency of the 
power,” throughout this eventful hiftory, “ was of 

God and not of man.”-The minifters of Chrift 

go forth in like manner^ upon their important em- 
bafiy. They go, as Mofes, widi the rod of God in 
their hands, to conquer a hoft of the , moft formi¬ 
dable enemies: for die Gofpel is that “ rod of God’s 
llrength,” whereby “ the people fall under him*.” 
" The weapons of Our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to die pulling down of ftrong 
holds; calling down imaginations, and every high 
thing that exalteth itfclf againft the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into c^tivity every thought to the 
obedience of Chrift f.” 

A painful trial overtook him by the way. “ The 
Lord met him, and fought to kill him.” He was 
threatened with immediate death; and it was under- 
ftood to be as a punilhment for negleCling to circum- 
eife his fon. Into this negleCt, we apprehend, he 
was betrayed by a finful compliance with his wife 
Zippor^, who, from her objeClions to the ordinance 
of God, we fear, had no true fenfe of religion. The 

• Pfal. cx. 2, xlv. 5. t * Cor. x, +, j. 
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circumftaice may appear trifling, but it Hands as an 
awful admonition to us to obey God, though our 
dcarcft friends may oppo(e us. We fhall provoke 
his anger, if, from any worldly. confiderations, we 
confonn not to his inftitutions, yea even to the external 
obfervances, which he has appointed. 

At the very time that Mofes was invefted with his 
office, his brother Aaron went by divine revelation to 
meet him •, and thus, by the coincidence of the inti¬ 
mations given them, when at a diftance from each 
other, tlieir faith and coupge were ftrengthencd. 
They proceeded to Egypt together j and, having 
aflcmblcd the elders of Ifrael, they opened their com- 
miffion, and, in proof thereof, publicly exhibited their 
miraculous powers. The people felt an immediate 
conviftion, received them as the taeflTengers of Heaven, 
and joined in a folemn a£l of adoration, to teflify 
their gratitude and obedience.——At length they were 
emboldened to a(k an audience of Pharaoh, and, in 
the name of the God of Ifrael, they requefted per- 
miffion of him to go three days journey into the de- 
fert, for the purpofe of religious worfhip*. The peti¬ 
tion was reafonablej but the proud king repulfed 
them with difdain, reproached them as the encou- 
ragers of idlenels and fedition, and oppreflTed the poor 
enflaved Hebrews with increafing rigour and feverity. 
The tyrant ftormed and threatened j and their own 
iiredirlN accufed them of the bafeft dcfigns. This 
was indeed a moft diftreffing fituatioh; 

• Exod. V. I, '^e. 
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But was not Mofes prepared for the trial by all the 
preceding admonitions and promifes, which God had 
given him? Alas! how Ipon do our principles fail 
us, unlefs' the Lord himfelf continually maintain 
them within us I Upon the very firft difficulty, if 
left to ourfelves, we ftiall forget all we have known 
of God, and, notwithftanding our paft or prefent con¬ 
fidence, we fhaU fall into the utmoft perplexity and 
defpair. Mofes ftaggered, complained unto God 
of the treatment he met with, and murmured at his 
appointment to his ardpous poll, and at his bad 
fuccefs in it. Surely this was wrong: but we learn 
from it to “ keep our hearts with all diligence,’’.while 
we obferve, how prone we are to impatience and dif- 
truft, when our attempts to do good are defeated. 
Former fins, alfo, arc fuffered to gain frelh llrength 
againft us in order more effcflually to humble us, 
and the rich grace of our God ♦is dilplayed in pardon¬ 
ing and reftoring us, though our backfiidings are 
increafed. 

It fiiouid feem as if Mofes would have laid down 
his' office, before he had well entered upon it. But 
the Lord had compaffion upon his infirmity, and 
encouraged him to proceed in his work, by giving 
him renewed aflurances of fupport in it Mofes 
thought the cafe was del^rate; and therefore God 
determined to interpofe, that He might make his 
power known: Now (halt thou fee (laid He) what 
I will do to Pharaoh And, in general, we remark 
that He is pleafcd to defer the execution of his plans 

* Bxod. vi. I, tfCi 
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till matters arc come to an extremity, that his hand 
may be the more manifeft. 

The Lord added one promife to another, that he 
might remove the fears, and confirm the faith, of his 
ftrvant, and fent him again to addrefs the people with 
the moft gracious declarations of the divine purpofe 
to deliver them. But they would not hear; theiripiiit 
was broken through excefs of grief^ under the heavy 
yoke of their bondage.—The Prophet was then com¬ 
manded to repeat his meflage to Pharaoh, and to require 
of this haughty tyrant the difmifiion of Ifrael. But 
alas! Moles fainted tlirough the difeouragement he had 
met with from his own nation j and, as if he had for¬ 
gotten or dilbelieved all that God had engaged to do 
for him, he urged his former objedlions from his want 
of eloquence. “ Behold, I am of vincircumcifcd lips, 
and how lhall Pharaoh hearken unto me ?”—It is a 
falfe humility, which wobld induce us to plead our own 
unfitnefs, when we are clearly calletl to any feivice. It 
is, rather, a very finful diftruA of God, who can work 
by fire weakeft inftruments, and who alone can 
enfure fuccefs even to men of the moll eminent 
abilities. 

At lafir, how'ever, the conteft between God and the 
Prophet was decided. Mofes was veiled with moft 
remarkable pov/ers to execute the divine judgments; 
by which the rebellious king of Egy|it might know 
that the God, whom he had defied, was indeed the God 
of the whole earth. See (faid the Lord) I have 
made thee a God to Pharaoh We read not that 


• Exod. vii. I, Sfc. 
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fo great authority v;as ever intrufted to any mere man. 
The Midianitifli fhephcrd was commiflloned to a£l as 
the reprefentative of JeJjovah, in the name of the God 
of heaven to call upon die proud Monarch to fubmit, 
and to punifli his difobedience widi the moft tremen¬ 
dous calamities; he was empowered to inflid, or to 
widi-hold, the vengeance due to this obftinate fin- 
ner, till He was made to feel and to confefs his own 
infenority, and the uncontrolable dominion of the 
l.ord God Almighty. 

What, then, had Mofes to fear? His objeftions 
were ail immediately filenced; his faith was confirm¬ 
ed; nor did he any longer hefitate to undertake the 
work afiigned him, difficult and dangerous as it was. 
From that time his courage was undaunted, and his 
diligence unwearied. • He went, accompanied by his 
brother Aaron, according to the Lord’s direflions, 
and demanded of Pharaoh the -releafe of the Hebrews. 
This was the grand objedl of contention; and, in the 
maintaining of the debate, we perceive the ambaflador 
of Jehovah conducing himfclf with a majefty, fuited 
to the high charader he fuftained. To convince the 
unbelieving tyrant of the divine power, and to execute 
upon him and his wicked people the indignation of 
Heaven, a variety of miracles were performed, which 
were all of a calamitous and deftruftive nature. We 
ftand at an awful difiance to contemplate the defolat- 
ing judgments, impofed or removed at the word of 
Mofes: but we evidently difcover the hand of God 
in them all; and, while we tremble for our own guilti- 
nefs, w'c cry out, “ Who is able to ftand before this 
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Ixdy Lord God*?” How many and inconceivably 
terrible are his methods of punifhment! How immenfe 

the treafures of his wrath! 

« » 

In the prefence of the King, the rod of Mofes was 
turned into a fcrpent, which fwailowed up the rods of 
die Magicians, who had been permitted to imitate the 
miracle by their profane arts. At the lifting up of 
tlic fame rod, the famous river, which the Egyptians 
idolized, was fuddenly converted, in its various ffcreams, 
into blood j and all the fifli, which furnifhed a confi- 
dcrable part of their fuftenance, being deftroyed, be¬ 
came intokrably offenfive for feven days tc^tlier. At 
the command of Mofes, the moft loathlbme frogs filled 
all their habitations; and upon his interceflion, they 
were removed f. When he fpake the word, both man 
and beaife, throughout all the khigdom, were covered 
with filthy lice; which the Magicians, who had been 
fuffered to proceed to ,a certain length with their en¬ 
chantments, could not effedl; and then they were 
forced to confels, “ This is the finger of God.” He 
called for fwsu^ms of flies, which immediately infefted 
every houfe, and corrupted the land; while the Ifrael- 
ites in Gofhen efcaped the plague, and thus appeared 
to be under the divine protedlion; and again, through 
his mediation, the Egyptians were delivered. Upon 
his denunciation, a grievous and moft fetal murrain 
was inflidled upon the various forts of cattle, which 
deftroyed multitudes of them throughout all the coafts 
of E®rp^> wbile thofe of the Hebrews were in fafety 
Hitherto the perfons of the Egyptians had been un- 

* I Sam. vi. 20. f Exod. vlii. i, &c. ” J Exod; ix. i, &c. 
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touched i hut no footer had this mighty prophet fprin- 
kled allies of the furnace in the air, than very fore and 
painful boils broke forth on^man as well as beaft ; and 
the Magicians themfclves were thereby not only baf¬ 
fled, but obliged to retreat from his prefence. When 
he ftretched forth his lund, a moft tremendous and 
defolating tempeft arofe: thunder and lightning, ac¬ 
companied with hail, in a terrible and unexampled 
manner, inftantly confumed all thofe, who, regardle& 
of die warning, continued abroad, and laid wafte the 
trees and herbage of die field ; but at his prayer the 
ftorm abated. 

Again he called upon the proud Monarch to humble 
himfelf before Jehovah*, and, upon refufal, he waved 
his rod and brought up an army of locufts, which 
obfcured the whole land, and devoured the fmall re¬ 
mains of the fruit upon the ground: but, upon his 
entreaty, dicy were all removed-, He gave the l^nal, 
and the light of heaven was withdrawn from the Egyp¬ 
tians, who were, therefore, filled with the utmoft con- 
fternation for three days together) while thePIebrews, 
by a peculiar exemptbn, felt nothing of the formidable 
darkncls. With aftonilhing intrepidity he ceafed not 
to demand of the King the total rekafe of Ifrael, with¬ 
out die leafl: abatement. Wlien this was denied, the 
Prophet threatened him widi the laft awful vifitation f: 
and that very n^t, according to his denunciation, 
there was death in all the houfes of the Egyptians) 
the firft-born, the hope and comfort of every family 
throughout the kingdom, being fuddenly deftroyed 

• Exod. X. 1, &c. + xi. 4, &c. J xii. 29, &c. 
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The terror and diftrefs, occafioned by fuch a judg-* 
znent, cannot be dcfcribed. The effeft was what wc 
might have expeded. T^hc haughty prince, though 
not humbled, was confounded; and both he and his 
fubjefts were urgent upon the poor opprefled He¬ 
brews to depart from them, even before the morning 
light. 

Never have we known any one fo honoured of God 
as Mofes was, “ in all the llgns and the wonders, 
which the Lord fent him to do in the land of Egypt to 
Pharaoh, and to all his fervants, and to all his land 
The Jewifh Ihepheid triumphed over all the power 
of that warlike nation. We are ready to alk. Is this 
tlie man, who not long ago betrayed fuch a timidity 
of fpirit, fuch an iinwillingnefs to undertake his work ? 
What vigour, what boldncfs, whap adivity has he at length 
difeovered! Let the praife be alcribed to our God, who 
fitted him for his ofi^ce; and let us be encouraged 
from it to exped, that, as our day is, fo lhall our 
ftrength be.—It may appear wonderful, that no vio¬ 
lent meafures were ufed to defeat the purpofes of 
Mofes. Why was he not imprifoned, or put to death? 
But is it forgotten, that he was under the immediate 
protedion of Heaven, and that Pharaoh himfelf was 
reftrained from hurting him, and kept in continual 
dread of him ? Mofes was the executioner of divine 
vengeance, and therefore regarded even by his ene¬ 
mies with reverence and fear. Yet we have obferved 
in him no haughtinefs, no refentment againft thofe, 
whom he was fent to punilh and to deftroy. He could 
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iky with Jeremiah, ** I defire not the woful day.” t'or 
by his interceflion both Pharaoh and his people were 
long ipared, and agaih and, again refcued fiom the 
heavy judgments of God. He hath left us an example, 
“ to pray for thofe who defpitcfuHy ufe usj to bids 
and curfe not.” 

We have beheld the m .»ft: awful defolation in all the 
Egyptian Emilies; but the avenging Angel palled over 
the houfes of the Ifratlites. They had been apprized 
of the event, and, in obedience to the command of 
God, were waiting in fiiith and prayer for deliverance. 
The whole congregation were required to celebrate, on 
that very night, a religious ordinance to the Lord; an 
ordinance, which became a (landing facrament in the 
Jewilh Church, not only as a memorial of their mira¬ 
culous efcape at that time, but alfo as a fignificant type 
of the infinitely greater Redemption, which we obtaih 
by our Lord Jefus Chritl. The pafchal lamb was fa- 
crificed in every one of their dwellings: the fldh was 
eaten, and the blood Iprinkled on the door-po^s*. 
This was the token; wherever the blood was difeover- 
ed, the Angel was commilfioned to (pare. " By fairh, 
therefore. Moles kept the paflbver, and the Iprinkling 
of blood, left he that deftroyed the firft-born Ihould 
touch them f.”—We rejoice, tljat" Chrift our paflbver 
is lacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feaftj.”' 
If we cat the fklh of the Son of man, and His blood 
be Iprinkled upon our confcienccs, moll afluredly no 
deftrudtion can come near to hurt us. Otherwife, we 
lhall remain in worfc than Egyptian bondage, the Haves 

f Heb. xi. *8'. t > Cot. v. 7, 8. 
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of fin and Satan, and fhall fqon be cut down by thd 
hand of an avenging God. 

It is remarked, that, while the Egyptians were ur¬ 
gent upon the Ifraclites to be gone, they enriched thefe 
poor captives widi large treafures; for, it leems, tliey 
were fo terrified, as to be willing to purchafe their de¬ 
parture at any rate. Thus. “ the Lord brought forth 
his people with filver and gold; and there was not one 
feeble perfon among their tribes*.” “ They borrowed 
(or afkcd) of the Egyptians jewels of filver and jewels 
of gold, and raiment. And the Lord gave the people 
favour in the fight of the Egyptians, fo that, they lent 
(or granted) unto them fuch things as they, required j 
and they fpoiled the Eg>’ptians.”—I'his condudl of die 
Ifraclites has been much objcdlcd to, a§ a rnofl fla¬ 
grant adl of injullice. But fomg gonfiderations may be 
foggefted in reply. The meafure was adopted, at the 
exprefs and repeated injundlion of God himfelff, who 
is the great and abfolutc proprietor of allj and' it can 
be no injuflice for Him, in whatever way he pleafes, to 
take from one, and give to anodier. It may allb be 
obferved, that the Hebrews demanded only what was 
due to them :is the wages of their moft rigorous fervi- 
tude for many years. Indeed it appeared, that they were 
not more forward to al^, than the Egyptians to be- 
ftow, who, like a conquered enemy, readily parted with 
all their fpoii, in order to preferve life. Thus the 
Lord made the triumph of his people conjplcte, fiir- 
nilhed them for their journey, and providtxi thenxwith 
a fufficiency for ^11 the necef&ry fcrvices of his l^ftu- 

• Pfal.cv. 37. + Exod.iii. zi, 22. xi, 2. xii, 35. 
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ary. Their conduft, then, can be no precedent to 
us, unlefs we can Ihew the fame commiflion, as that 
under which they afted, . 

Thus equipped, they fet out upon their wonderful 
expedition towards Canaan, under Moles as their leader 
and commander, who brought them out of Egypt with 
a high hand. The Lord himlelf effected their deliver¬ 
ance, in remembrance of his Covenant, and in com¬ 
pletion of the promife He had made to Abraham *, 
exaftly at the very time foretold, four hundred and 
thirty years from the firft call of that Patriarch f. 
What an aftonifhing difpenfation was this! It was an 
event fo fingular, that there'exifts not a parallel in 
all the annals of the world J. Six hundred thoufand 
men, befides women and children, with a mixed mul¬ 
titude (probably, of Egyptians, who from various 
motives might attend them), in all, perhaps, three mil¬ 
lions of perfons, were cofidufted forth from tlie midft 
of another nation, without any means of force, under 
the immediate guidance and vifible protection of Hea¬ 
ven. We need not wonder, that an interpofition fo 
extraordinary fhould be contmually adverted to by all 
the facred writers, and celebrated with expreflions of 
their warmeft prwle. We look above Mofcs, and per¬ 
ceive the exertion of an Almi^ty power, of which he 
was only the feeble inftrument. Jehovah himfelf 
marched, as it were,’ at the head of this numerous 
army, to the amazement of the furrounding countries, 
and to die confofion of all their adverfaries. " The 
Lord wait before them by day iiy a ptttt^ of a doud, 

• Gen. XV. 13, If. f riivfi. J Dtut. iv. 32. 
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to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire 
to give them light; to go by day and night*.” 

The Ifraelites were disefted in their movement, but 
not by the Ihortcft road to Canaan; and, though tliey 
were favoured with conftant tokens of the Lord’s pre- 
fence, their trials were not ended, their vidtory did not 
appear to be decided. Pharaoh, that perverfe and 
hardened prince, whofe terrors had after a while abated, 
repented of his conceflions to Ifrael, and, before they 
were out of his dominions, made one defperate effort to 
fubdue or to deftroy them-^. He purfued them with 
all the military force of Egypt, and overtook them 
by the Red fca, in fuch a fituation as feemed to en- 

4 

fure to him the entire conqueft. On both fides, it is 
fuppoled, were high and impervious mountains, be¬ 
fore them the deep waters, and behind them a nu¬ 
merous and well difciplined army. Flight was impof- 
fible, and refiftance, jn tliem who were in every re- 
fped unfitted for war, would have been madnefs; fo 
tlut, without the fignal interpofition of God, they had 
nothing to expeft but immediate deftruftion from an 
enraged enemy. 

What, then, was their conduft under thefe perilous 
circumftances? The whole Ixidy of the Ifraelites were 
alarmed and terrified. Some cried unto the Lord, but 
not, we apprehend, with the prayer of faith; whilft 
others were ready to vent their fury upon Mofes, as if 
He had been the author of all tlteir affliction. They 
l«d unto Wm, « Becaufe there were no graves in 
Egypt, haft thou uken us away to die in the wilder- 

• Exod.xiii. 21. t xiv. r, &c.. 
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nefsr” This language was as fbolifh, as it was finfiil. 
What was Mofes, that they fliould murmur againft 
Him? Had he not a(fied, throughout, by the di¬ 
vine direftion, and, equally with themfelves, hazarded 
every thing that was dear ? Had they forgotten what 
mighty and wonderful works the Lord God had 
wrought, to refeue them from their bondage ? Or, why 
fliould they then diftruft his care ? Nay, had they not 
before them the vifible tokens of his prefence, the pil¬ 
lar and the cloud ?—^Alas! we perceive in them a pic¬ 
ture of ourfelves. How fopn do we lofe the remem¬ 
brance of paft deliverances! Every frefli danger awakens 
our fears, as if we had known nothing of the goodn^S 
of the Lord: and, when unbelief prevails, we are blind 
to the moft obvious proofs, that He ftands ready to 
fave us. * 

But was Mofes carried away by the fame delpond- 
ency ? No: the influence of a ffsong faith was never 
more manifeft, or exhibited with greater advantage, than 
upon this occafion. The magnanimity, intrepidity, 
compofurc, and meeknefs of Mofes were truly won¬ 
derful. Whilft the general voice of that immenfe 
multitude was againft him, he remained undaunted, 
and firm as the rock againft. the dafliing of the waves. 
Though it appeared impoflTible, that help fliould be 
obtained from any creature, he was confident ^at the 
Lord God would not forfake them; and he encouraged 
diem to wait in cheerful expcdacion of His interpofi- 
rion, whilft yet they could not fee in what manner it 
would be effefted. “ Fear ye not (fald he), ftand 
ftill, and fee the falvation of the Lord, which he will 
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Ihew you to-day; for the Egyptians, whom ye have 
feen to-day, ye fliall fee them again no more for ever. 
The Lord (hall fight fo^ you, and ye fhall hold your 
peace.” This was fuch an inftance of real fortitude, 
as is fcarcely to be paralleled. May we learn from it, 
in every time of danger, to ftay ourfelves upon the 
Lord} and thus, whatever epemies may threaten, we 
“ lhall dwell fafely, and ftiall be quiet from fear of 
evil.” 

Was the man of God, then, difappointed of his 
hope ? While he was inftant in prayer, efiedlual relief 
was obtained, And the Lord faid unto Mofes, 
yVherefore crieft thou unto me? Speak unto the chil¬ 
dren of Ifrael, that they go forward.” Alas! what 
have we to do, to prefcribe unto God, when and bow 
he ftiall fave us ? Let us leave to him the means of our 
prefervation, and, attending only to the line of ou^ 
duty, let us “ go foijvard” in his ways. 

The appointed fignal was given by the Prophet: the 
rod was ftretched out over the waters, which were im¬ 
mediately divided ; and Ihe Lord God himfelf led 
his people through the deep, as op dry land. The 
Egyptians ftill purfued them, through a fatal per- 
verfenefs, and moftdcfperate hardpefs of heart. They 
were, however, feparated fropi the Ilraelites by the 
miraculous piUar, which was a cloud of terrible dark- 
nefs to the forrner,. but to the latter a light of fire to 
guide and encourage thetn. When thofe prefumptuous 
lipners had proceeded into the midft of the fea, they 
were alarmed and confounded by ibrae unaccountable 
▼ifiops Of imprelfipps, fp ^at thq? could not profccutc' 
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their niarch. Convinced at length that the Lord 
fought for Ifrael, they began to think of retreatingi 
but they had filled up the ipeafurc of their iniquities, 
and the hand of juftice was rdidy to feize upon them. 
As foon, then, as the Ifraelites were fafely l^dcd upon 
the oppofite fhore, Mofes was inftrufted again to ftretch 
forth his rod, and immediately the waters, which had' 
been a wall of defence to them, buried their enemies, 
even Pharaoh, and all the ftrength of Egypt, in the 
deep. 

Infidelity, which is ever ftudyirig tb limit Omnipo¬ 
tence, will prefumptuoufly afk, “ How can thefe tilings 
be?” We pretend not to foive the difficulties, which 
may be raifed by the ignorance or the pride of man, 
Jt is enough to fay, that the power of God is fulficient 
to account for this irtoft fmgiilar event. We believe 
it, becaufe He has declared itj nor dd-we attempt to 
explain it, but by the miraculous jnterpofition of Je¬ 
hovah*. 

Let the Lord alone, then, be exalted! “ He doeth 
great things and unlearch^le; marvellous things with¬ 
out number " Oh, that men would praife Him 
for his goodnefs, and for his wonderful works to die 
children of menfl” Well might all the bofts of Ifrael 
break forth into the loudeft acclamations, and thus ex - 
prefs their gratitude} “ I will fing unto die Lord, for 
He hath triumphed glorioufly} the horle and his rider 
hath He thrown into the foa:j:.”-^But the hiftory,be¬ 
fore us concerns not die Ifraelites alone: it w'as wrirtcii 
for our admonition. It ftands as a monument of the 

f Pfal- evii. 8. J Exod. xv. i, &c. 
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lord’s power, juffice, ^ithfulnels, and love; that his 
Church in every age may confide in Him, and not 
fear the proudeft, or the pioft potent of their adver- 
faries. His jum lhall prot« 6 l them, and fubdue all 
their cnenues under dieir feet. The Lord Jehovah 
lays to every one, who is willing to dep®^^ Him, 
** When thou pafieft through the waters, I will be with 
thee 5 and through the rivers, they fliall not overflow 
thee*.” Be not faithlels, then, but believing. He 
may permit you to be tempted, and driven, as you 
may apprehend, to die hdt extremity: but be not dif- 
mayed; ftand (till, and fee the falvation, of God,” 
He will with the temptation make a way for you to 
efcape,” though no way feems polTible to you. There¬ 
fore hope to the end.” 

But let not finners prefume. rThe Lord is patient 
and long-fufFering, even towards thofe who hate him, 
as he was towards Pharaoh and the Egyptians: but his 
arm of juftice is ftretched out, and it will ftrike at the 
laft. Deliverance is propofed, reconciliation is ob- 
Cuned by our Lord Jefus Chirift: but ** How lhali we 
efcape, if we neglcdt fo great falvation ?” O let u$ not 
provoke his anger, but fopplicate his graee; for terri¬ 
ble indeed is the deftrudjon, whiph awaits the ungodly. 
May we be found among the true Ifrael, who are 
refoued from bondage, and ^i^o follow the ftandard of 
their glorious Captain; for he leads them forth againfi; 
ft)} theif enemies,, « conquering and to conqupri” 

P Ifs. xliii. a. 
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MoJeSi eminent for nfteeknejs-r—fitted for bis 

dulled the people—mmwed hy their murmurings — 
fmote the rock—overtame the Amalekites-~viftted hy 
Jethro-nr^elieved by affijlants—received the lar^v from 
Sina}—prayed for the p'eople, who had committed ido¬ 
latry-.—again admitted to an interview with God uptn 
the mount—came dotun with a viftble lujlref and 
'veiled his face, 

THE facred fcripture, which “ is given by inijsira- 
V»on of God, is profitable,” as for other purpofcs, fo 
“ for inftrudlion in righteoufneis.” Precepts are deli-, 
vered, and examples of obedience to thofe precepts are 
exhibited, “ that the min of God may be perfedV, 
throughly fumifhed unto all good works.” While we 
behold, then, the excellency of the faint, we obferve 
what we are required to be. 

Perhaps we lhall not meet widi a more eminent 
pattern of holinefs, in the old teftament, than the cha- 
rafter we are confidering. Though we readily admi^ 
that the piety even of Moles was defeaive, and that at 
times he betrayed fome remains of a corrupt nature, 
yet who does not admirp, ,who is not excited tq imi¬ 
tate, his contempt of the world, his firm confidence 

» • 
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in the divine promife, his ardent zeal, his bold exer¬ 
tions, his unwearied adbivity in the fervice of God? 
In thefe and other refpeflsi we may perceive a pecu¬ 
liar wortli and beauty in the life of the Jewifh law¬ 
giver} but we are taught to fix our attention on one 
amiable difpofition, for which he was moft confpicu- 
ous. “ The man Mofes was very meek above all the 
men, which were upon the face of the earth*.” And 
of wliat unfpeakable value and importance is this tem¬ 
per of mind! Let all proper deference be paid to other 
excellences, which tend to conftitute the charafter of a 

I 

faint, but an elpecial regard is due to gentlenefs and 
humility. For, not to obferve that various benefits 
will thence be derived to fociety and to the Church of 
God, as well as comfort to the polTeflbr, “ the orna¬ 
ment of a meek and quiet fpiiit is, in the fight of 
God, of great price f.” 

There are certain citcumftances, in which this grace 
will appear with fingular advantage. Lovely as it is in 
all ranks and fituations of life, we praife and efteem it 
moft, in thofe who are moft exalted in the world. For 
power and dignity have a tendency to cherifh pride, 
and a fupercilious contempt of others. When all 
diings, indeed, fucceed to our wifties, when every one 
is difpofed to treat us with kindnCfs and rcfpcd, it does 
not feem any hi^ attjunment, merely to be preferved 
ftom a warmth and vehemence of temper. But to 
labour under unmerited reproaches, tO meet with re¬ 
peated infults and injuries, from tholfe who are fubjeft 
to our authority, and whom gratitude for innumerable 
* Nun. xii. 3, f i Pet. iii. 4, 
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^ours fliould bind to our intercfti—thcfe are trials, 
which will difcover the difpofition of our minds. In 
fuch circumftances to be calm ^d undifturbed, and 
ilill to purfue the feme benevolent purpofes towards 
thofe from whom we fufferj this condud is rare, is 
difficult, and, wlierever it is perceived, it demands and 
even extorts our efteem. This is that grace of the 
Spirit, for which Mofes is fo eminently diftinguiflied. 
And, confidering how elevated was his ranlc, how 
much he was honoured of God, and yet how various 
and undeferved were the jirovocations he received from 
thofe, who owed every thing to him, we Jfliall confels 
that he was indeed “ very meek above all the men, 
which were upon the face of the earth.” 

We do not fill up fo exalted a ftation as Mofes, 
we poffefs not his abilities, we do not meet with fuch 
abufive and injurious treatment as he did; but in our 
dealings with each other,#and ip our domeftic concerns, 
many cafes will occur, which will draw forth what is in 
our hearts, and will ffiew whether we are in any mea- 
fure living under the influence of the feme principle, and 
treadbg in the fteps of Mofes. Whatever be the office 
or relation in which we ftand, if we are “ the cled of 
God, holy and beloved,” we are called to “ put on 
jbowels of mercies, kindnefs, humblencfe of mind, 
meeknels, long-fuffering*.” 

To return to the hiftory of Mofes:—We left lum by 
the fhore of the Red fea, furrounded by all the thou- 
fands of Ifrael, celebrating the Lord God in a triumph- 
Ant fong for their fingular delivmnce, ^d for the total 
* Col. iii. iz. 
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defeat of Pharaoh and his proud hoft. And now we 
prepare to accompany the Leader of tjiis amazing 
multitude, in his march tqward the land of promife. 
One cannot help paufing in admiration of that very 
v/onderful charafter and employment which he fuftain- 
cd. He went out of Egypt, at the head of fuch an 
army as cannot be paralleled, rude and undifciplined 
indeed, but numerous as the ftars of heaven. Above 
fix hundred thoufand men, who were of the military 
age, followed himj and if to thefe be added the old 
and the young, the women, and the mixed company, 
it will appear probable that the whole body might con- 
M of three millions. All thefe he had taken and 
conduced out of the midft of another nation, who were 
determined to oppofe their departure. But with no 
Other weapons, than the rod of Ood in his hand, he 
had led them out like a mighty conqueror, while their 
jfnemies were utterly confounded, and furrounding 
kingdoms were held in aftonilhment. 

Refeued, then, from the houfe of bondage, what had 
they to fear ? What Ihould hinder them from entering 
immediately into the polTeflion of Canaan, from which, 
it ihould feem, they were diftant a journey but of a 
few days? Alas! much remained to be done; the fuc- 
cecding difficulties of Mofes were far greater than any 
he had before experienced. The Ifraclites, unfit for 
war, w’cre gradually to be brought into a ftate of dif- 
cipline, and whereas they had before that time no laws 
or government of their own, they were then to be 
fo«ned into a church and nation, and both their eccle- 
fiaftical and civil polity were to be fettled. To ac- 
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complilh this, they were not conduced dire^Uy to 
Canaan, but continued in the wilderhefs fot fo long a 
fpacc as forty years; during.which p&riod, the care and 
management of that immenfe company were intrufted 
to Mofes. 

But " who is fufficient for thefe things Wliat 
ftrength or wifdom of man lhall be competent to fuch 
an arduous undertaking? We acknowledge that the 
hand of God was difplayed throughout the whole hif- 
tory; for it exhibits an almoft uninterrupted feries of 
miracles. How fhould rfhat numerous hoft be fup- 
ported in an uncultivated dcfert, but by fupplies {rom 
heaven? How could that rough and rebellious people 
be kept in fubjeftion, but by the divme power ? 
Mofes, therefore, appeared as God’s minifter, and not 
as a mere human governor. With God he main¬ 
tained familiar converfe, received all his diredtions 
from Him, confulted Him up’on every cafe of diffi¬ 
culty, and, by an immediate commiffion from Him, 
wrought figns and wonders in every ftage of their 
journey. 

PofTefled of fuch uncommon abilities, and diftin- 
guilhed by fuch peculiar honours, we might have fup- 
pofed he would have been proud, imperious, and op- 
preffive. But he was juft the reverfe. We might 
have apprehended, that all the Ifraelites, ftruck with 
reverence and awe, would have held his perfon and his 
commands in the higheft deference and efteem. This, 
indeed, drey were compelled to do upon feme folcm% 
occafions, when the Lord God interpofed, and de¬ 
manded their fubmiffion to him at their peril. But, 

as 



^9® scripture characters. 

as we proceed with the narration, we fhall find hiiii 
loaded with the bafeft reproaches, and oppofed with 
great bitternefs; in the mijift of all which he contmuted 
to Cxercife an aftoniftiing degree of meeknelk and for¬ 
bearance towards them. 

It would carry us beyond our proper limits, and be 
foreign to our defign, to dwell on every minute cir- 
cumftance, which is recorded concerning the pilgrim¬ 
age of the Ifraelites in the wildernefs. We fhall not, 
riierefore, go fartlier into their hiftory, than as it may 
fcrve to difplay the charafter of Mofes. Their ingra¬ 
titude, ftubbornnefs, difcontent, incredulity, and re¬ 
bellion, add a luftre to his gentlenefs and patience. In 
the iormer we fee a pifture of human nature exhibit¬ 
ed, from die view of which we Ihould take fhame to 
ourfelves, remembering what hfc been our treatment 
of die cver-bleffed God. In the latter we perceive 
the powerful influence pf divine grace: and from this 
amiable pattern we turn our eyes to One greater than 
Mofes, the Leader and Commander of all the fpiritual 
Ifrael, whom He has redeemed from bondage, and is 
conducing to the heavenly inheritance. If we won¬ 
der at the meeknefs of the Jewilh Captain, what fhall 
we fay to that of Jefus, who bears with all our per- 
verfe tempers, and is not provoked to withdraw his fa¬ 
vour from us ? 

Yeats before Under the guidance of the pillar and the 
Chrift,i49i. cloud, the Hebrews advanced from the fhore 
of the Red fea three days journey into the wildernefs, 
• hen they began to feel the difficulties of their wan¬ 
dering 
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dering ftate. " They found no water*.” But at 
their next ftage, their diftrcfs was increafed. “ They 
could not drink of the waters of Marah; for they were 
bitter: and the people murmured againft Mofcs, fay¬ 
ing, What fhall we drink r” This was moft ftrange 
and inconfiftent behaviour indeed. What had Mofes 
done, that he ftiould be blamed? Was he the caufe of 
their calamity? Or why did they look*unto him, as if 
he had been God, and could inftandy have given them 
the fupplies they wanted ? Painful however as thefe 
unjuft complaints were to him, he made no reply, but 
taught them by his example what was the only proper 
expedient for them all; “ he cried unto the Lord,” and 
obtained deliverance. The Lord fhewed him a tree, 
which, being caft into the waters, rendered theni fweet. 

Not many weeks afterwards, when they came to the 
defert of Sin, and their bread failed, the whole con¬ 
gregation difeovered the fame difeontented fpirit, and, 
as if they had forgotten all that God had done, and 
could not believe that He would help them out of 
their prefent difficulty,, they haftily concluded their cafe 
was defperate, and lamented that they had left their 
fervitude in Egypt f. Yet afraid to arraign the condiidt 
of God himfelf, they inftandy charged his immediate 
inftruments with having plotted the fcheme on purpofe 
to deftroy them: “Ye have brought us forth into this 
wildemefs, to kill this whole aflembly with hunger.” 
Thefe infulting reproaches were caft upon Moles and 
Aaron, not by a few feditious perfons, but by all that 
imntenfe multitude together. To filence their com- 
* Exod. XV. 22, t Exod. xvi. i, Sec. 
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I^^ts the Lord God himfelf appeared, and promiied 
to llipply them to the full by fending them manna and 
quails from Heaven, to f^cd them day by day. But 
what v^as the behaviour of Mofes on the occafion? He 
flood undaunted by all their bitter fpee'ches, arid boldly, 
yet with much ferenity, reproved them for their con¬ 
tempt of God. More anxious to vindicate the diving 
honour than his own charafter, he replied, " What 
are we? Yotir murmurings are not againft us, but 
againft the Lord.’* 

It was not long before they were brought into a like 
difficulty* and were juft as impatient, unbelieving, and 
tebe^iousi as in the former inftances. They came to 
Rephidim, “ and there was no water for the people to 
drihk*.’^ In this neceffity, as if they had learnt no¬ 
thing by their paft experience,* they rofe with great 
violence againft Mofes, demanded from him immediate 
relief and again imputed to him a defign to kill them, 
their children, and their cattle. Diftreflal byiheir un¬ 
juft and malevolent charges, ^he betook himfelf to God 
in prayer. And whither elfe ihould We fly for refuge 
in every time of trouble? There alone, are fopport 
and comfort to be found. " He cried unto the Lord, 
faying, Wliat lhali I do unto tlus people ? They be 
almoft ready to ftonc me.” A moft favourable anfwer 
was given to his requefti deliverance was granted, and 
an honour put upon the much injured fervant of God, 
even in the prefence of his accufers. By the divine 
(hreftion he fmote the rock of Horeb with his 
potent rod, while the elders of Iftael flood by; and 
* Exod. xvii, I, &c. 
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inibhdy the water gufhed out in plenteous ilreams, and 
eontinued to flow for the full fupply of this numerous 
hoft, during their long pilgrimage. 

Thofe who are moft adive and unwearied in their 
exertions for the advancement of true religion, and^for 
the beft intereflis of their fellow-creatures, ought not 
to be furpriled or difcouraged, if their ** good be evil 
fpoken of,” if their benevolent endeavours be mifre- 
prefented and traduced by the very perfons, for whole 
benefit they are labouring. This is to be expected 
from the perverfenefs of ^human nature: but, though 
every triend forfake them, let them learn in patience 
to poflefs their fouls>” and cheerfully commit their^caufe 
to Him that judgeth righteoufly.” 

Frefh dangers arofe. The Amalekites, a warlike 
people, came againfl* them, and Ifrael, for the firft 
time, were girded for the battle. Jofhua led forth the 
armed band; whilfl: Mofes, not lels aftive or Icfs ufe- 
ful, flood upon a mount, with his rod lifted up for their 
encouragement, and his hands ftretched out in fervent 
prayer for their fuccefs. The very man, whom dicy 
had reproached, and accufed of a defign to murder 
them, appeared as their advocate before God, nor 
tcafcd from his moft importunate interceflions for them, 
though wearied and exhaUfted, till he had prevailed, and 
the vi(Story was obtained. What an inftance of exalted 
piety is this! As if all remembrance of the repeated 
provocations he had received from them were oblite¬ 
rated, he fought nothing mdre earneftly than tljeir falva- 
tion. Shall we not learn from him, to forget all our 
injuries, “ to love our enemies, to blefs them that cuffc 
VoL. I. D d us,” 
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US,” and, in oppofition to all their unkindnefs, t6 1:1 
hour inceflantly for their good ?—Nor let true religion 
be thought an ufelefs thing to the ftate. Many may be 
unfit for ferving their countiy in the field, who may 
yet promote its advantage in their clofets, and by their 
influence at the throne of grace may be the ftrongeft 
bulwark of the land. Had we more perfons among us 
endued with the pious fervour of Mofes, to hold up 
their hands to God on behalf of the nation, we fhould 
have lefs reafon to fear the moft formidable adverfli- 
ries. 

The praifc of the conqucft, thus gained by prayer, 
W’as.devoudy afcribed to God, and an altar, comme¬ 
morative of the event, was reared, and infcribed to 
Jehovah-nissi, “ The Lord my Banner.”—It is this 
Godj who has helped us againft the aflaults of our 
enemies, and fought our battles for us. Let not the 
great deliverances, Ht has wrought for us, be over¬ 
looked, but the glojy be given to his name. Thcfe 
alfo fiiould be confidered as^a favourable token in time 
to come; and therefore, if frefii attacks are made upon 
us, we lliould not hefitate to go forth under The 
Lord our Banner.- 

In the fame amiable light the rhan of God appears 
in the next tranfadtion, where he is deferibed as at¬ 
tending to his own domeflic concerns. It is no dlf- 
credit to the abilities of the mofl: accomplifhed ftatef- 
man, nor any refledtion upon the piety of the moft 
eminent faint, that he is free of accefs to all, and nc- 
gledls not the neceffary avocations of private life. The 
Ifraclites, by die guidance of Heaven, were condudted 

into 
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into the neighbourhood of that very land, where Mofes 
had fpent forty years in the humble Ration of a Ihep- 
herd. The report of all <he wonders, which had 
been wrought in Egypt for the deliverance of Ifrael, 
had reached Midian, and gladdened the heart of Jethro, 
who went out, therefore, with joy to congratulate his 
honoured fon-in-law*. The family of Mofes, his wife 
and two children, had been fent thither for proteftion, 
during his unfettled and dangerous condition, while he 
had to contend with Pharaoh. But upon this occafioh 
they were brought, under, the care of Jethro, to the 
camp of Ifrael, and received again to tlie fociety of tlie 
alfeftionate hufband and the pious father. The inter¬ 
view between Mofes and Jethro pleafes and inftrufts us. 
We perceive in them both, not only the tender feelings 
of friendlhip, but fervent gratitude and love to God, 
while the late aftonifhing dilplay of the divine power 
and goodnefs, in behalf of Ifrael, was the delightful 
fubje£b of their converfation. This was more than a 
common focial meeting: diey joined together in wor- 
fhip, to teftify dieir devout acknowledgment of what 
God had done: the prieft of Midian, according to his 
ofHce, prefented facrifices tO the Lord, and all the 
Jewifh elders partook with them of their entertain- 
taent, or rather of their religious fcrvice. How rare 
is fuch intercourfe as this ! And yet only thofe’vifits, 
in which God is honoured, yield any true farisfaftion 
or advantage. 

Mofes neglefted not hisdomeftic affairs; but other 
concerns foon required his attention. Nor fhould 
* Exod. xviii. 1 , See. 
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thofe perfons, who fill a public ftation, confidw tKcif 
time as entirely at their own difpofai. Various rela¬ 
tions have a claim upon Ihemj and, though one duty 
be difeharged, another is not thereby iiiperfeded. 

Mofes was called to prefide as the chief tnagHiratc 
or judge in all the controveriies arnong the people. 
The employment, which was laborious, left him but 
little leifure, and feemed likely to wear away his 
ftrength. By the prudent advice, therefore, of Jethro, 
alTiftants were appointed for him in his work, and none 
but the more difficult caufeS were referved for his de¬ 
termination.—There are tliofe, perhaps, in our own 
da/s, who, with a zeal like diat of Moles, would 
“ very giadlj fpend and be fpent” in the fervice of 
God and his Church j and it .would ill become us to 
damp tlieir ardour. But let tiiem hearken to the wife 
counfel of Jethro, which the Jewilh leader did not 
difdain to follow j and, even with a view to their 
greater ufefulnefs, let them maintain a neceflary regard 
to their own health. . 

We Iiaften to a more important tranfadlion, (o the 
exhibition of a feene the moft awful and tremendous, 
that had ever been difplayed upon the earth. Mofes, 
having taken leave of his father-in-law, was called up 
to meet the Lord himfelf upon mount Sinai, where 
he appeared as the Mediator between God and the 
people} an illullrious type of Him, who has declared 
the divine will unto us, and is gone into heaven, as our 
rqsrefentative, to Ipeak in bur behalf and to order 
our concerns for us. 
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The Ifraelites had come out of Egypt as a company 
of undifciplined flaves, and were not yet formed into 
any regular fociety. To curb their licentious Ipirit, 
and to render them a powerful and prolperous nation, 
it was indifpenfably requifite that fome mode of go¬ 
vernment Ihould be eftabliflied among them, and laws 
enabled for the regulation of their condu( 5 t. But who 
could undertake the arduous tafle? We fay not that 
the abilities of Mofes were incompetent for the pur- 
pofe. But, whatever his talents were, he was not in¬ 
fluenced by the ambitious^ views of human politicians, 
nor did he feek any honour or authority for himfelf. 
He acted, throughout" the whole bufinefs, only as the 
agent of God, from whom he received his direftions, 
and who refcrved in his own hands the fettlement of all 
their affairs. For it Was the divine counfel to feparate 
this people from all others, and to diftinguifli them by 
fuch appointments and ordinances, as no Icgiflator 
among men would or could have contrived. 

When, therefore, they came to Sinai, a folemn paule 
was made for a whole year; and the mount, by which 
they encamped, was rendered moft memorable by the 
vifions and revelations of the Lord upon it*. Mofes 
was fummoned; and by him a mefl^awas fent to the 
Ifraelites, requiring them to enter into a compaft with 
Jehovah. It was propofed, on the part of God, that 
He would be their chief Magiftrate, their Lawgiver, 
and their King; and from them was exafted a pro- 
mife of unfeigned fubjeftion and obedience. Under 

* Esod. xix. i, &c. 
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this peculiar covenant they were to be incorporated as 
a nation; and it was ftipulated, that, while they contU 
nued faithful to the engagepient, the Lord would fecure 
to them tlie pofleffion of Canaan, and favour them 
with abundant privileges and profperity. The nature 
of the divine adtniniftration was to be further opened 
to them by the promulgation of thofe ftatutes, to which 
their fubmiflion was expefted. But that die commands 
of fuch a Legiflator might not be flighted, every cirn 
cumflance in the delivery of die law was fo ordered, 
as to leave upon their minds an awful impreffion of 
the majefty, the purity, and the juftice of their fu- 
preme and Almighty Governot.* It was alfo intended, 
diroughout this amazing tranfaftion, to put a diftin- 
gui.{hed honour upon Mofes, as God’s immediate minif- 
ter, that diey might never afterwards queftion his au- 
tiiority, or rejeft his precepts. 

For this grand difp^lay of the glory of their Sove¬ 
reign, and foe the ratification of the covenant betweer^ 
the righteous God and his polluted creatures, prepara¬ 
tions were made three days before. When the ap-: 
pointed time was come, the Lord God gave the funi- 
mons, and cited them, as it were, to his tribunal. 
“ There were^ tiiunders and lighmings and a thick 
cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet 
exceeding loud; fo that all the people that was in the 
camp trembled. And Mofes brought forth the ^ople 
QUt of the camp to meet with God, and they flood at 
the nether part of the mount. And mount Sinai was 
aliogether on a fmoke, becaufe the Lord defeended 
upon it in fire: and tlie fmoke thereof afeended as the 
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fmoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked 
greatly. And when the voice of the trumpet fotinded 
long, and waxed louder and louder, Mofes Ipake, and 
God anfwered him by a voite.” 

Well indeed may we cry out, “ Wlio is able to 
Hand before this holy Lord God ?” Even Mofes faid, 
“ I exceedingly fear and quake*.” But we are warned 
of a ftill more tremendous dilplay of the glorious ma- 
jcfly of our Godj when not Sinai only, but die whole 
earth fliall be on fire, and when alfo not the Jewilh 
nation alone, but the univerfal race of mankind lhall 
be aflembled before him. * But “ who may abide the 
day of his coming?” For “ he fliall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty Angels, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the Gofpel of our,Lord Jefus Chrift-j-.” 

Yet while the people were kept at a profound dif- 
tance, and forbidden to gaze, or to Ipeculate with idle 
curiofity upon the auguft appearance, Mofes was ad¬ 
mitted to a nearer view, we had almofl: faid, to a fa¬ 
miliar intercourfe with the Deity. And herein he 
prefigured the Saviour afeending up on high, and ap¬ 
proaching unto God for us. Thofe alfo, who are 
reconciled to God, may, notwidiftanding the tremen¬ 
dous denunciations of his wradi, look up with joy, 
and have accefs into his prefence with a holy boldnels. 

In the audience, then, of the whole congregation,, 
tjie Lord God fpake, and with a mighty voice pro¬ 
claimed his own law|. They faw not any fimilitude, 

* Heh. xii. 21. + 2 Theff. i. 7, 8. t Exod. xx, i, &s. 
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but they heard diftinftly the wdrds which he uttered, 
while he publiflied the ten commandments, prohibit- 
. ing every unholy thought and temper, and requiring 
the continual exercife of every good principle and 
aflFefrion. Precepts fo extenfive and fo fpiritual, and 
delivered with fuch circumftances of terror, which de¬ 
noted the awful confequences of tranfgreflion, could 
not but alarm them. “ They removed and flood afar 
off;” under an apprehenfion, dqubtlefs, of their guilt 
and danger. They felt their need of a mediator, and 
requefted Mofes to fuftain this office for them.—And 
Will not a knowledge of what God is, and of that 
obedience which He demands, make us alfo tremble 
for durfelves, and cry unto him, who is our Advocate 
oh high, to undertake for us ? Every moral injunftion, 
laid upon the Jews, is equally binding upon us; nor 
do we underftand the nature, worth, and excellency of 
the Gofpel Salvation, jinlefs our fears have been awa¬ 
kened by the denunciations of mount Sinai. 

“ Moles drew near unto the thick darkhels, where 
God was,” and there received from Him more par¬ 
ticular direftions for the government of the peoplie^f. 
To ^ the terms of tliis their national covenant they 
teftified their full confent, and the compaft was rati¬ 
fied between the parties, by the offering of facrifices, 
arid the fprinkling of blood f. A riiore clear and glo¬ 
rious difplay of the divine riiajefty was then vouchfafed 
to Mofes and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and feverity 
df this elders of IfraCl, who faw foirie wonderful re- 

? Exod, xxJ— xxiii. t XJRV. 3 , &c. 
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prefentation of God (which might be intended to de^ 
note the incarnation of the Redeemer) and did eat 
and drink in his prefence. But Mofcs alone afeended 
to the fummit of the mountain, into the very cloud, 
■which, like devouring fire, covered the hill j and he was 
there in private conference with the Lord God Air 
mighty, forty days and forty nights. There he fub- 
fifted without any bodily nourilhmenti while he was 
inftrudted in what manner their civil af&irs Ihoidd be 
regulated, and the facred fervice, in all the different 
ordinances, conduced*. At the clofe of the inter¬ 
view, the precepts of the moral law were delivered to 
him, written by the finger of God upon two tables of 
ftone} which was a token of their peculiar excellency, 
and was defigned to be a ftanding proof to the people, 
that they were under the immediate government of 
Heaven. 

Do we look with envy at dye honour beftowed upon 
Mofes, becaufe he was admitted to fuch femiliar com¬ 
munications with the Godhead ? But, through faith in 
our atoning facrifice, we hope for a greater honour 
yhan this holy man ever enjoyed upon earth. “ Be¬ 
loved, now are we die fons of God, and it doth not 
yet appear what we fliaU be: but we know riiat when 
he Ihdl appear, we fhall be like him; for we fliall fee 
him as he isf.” ** Now we fee throt^ a gkfe darkly; 
but then face to face J." Nor will this beatific vifion 
of God be interrupted, lyte thtt of Mofos on the 
mount. It will eondnue with equ^, if not with in¬ 
i' E.xod. XXV—xxxi. t i Jphn iu. a. J i Cor. xlii. la. 
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creafing, brightnefs and joy, not for a few days only, 
but through a boundlefs eternity. 

The divine legation of the prophet had been con¬ 
firmed with abundant evidence j but ftill the mur¬ 
mur ings of the people were not filenced. While he 
was yet in the mount with God, they rejected his 
authority and fought another leader. “ Up (faid 
they), make us gods, which lhall go before us j for 
as for this Mofes, we wot not v/hat is become of 
him*." This was an inftance of moft infolent con¬ 
tempt, towards Jehovah himfelfj as well as towards 
Moles. The Lord, therefore! in righteous indignation 
pro}X)fed to deltroy them immediately. But die liands 
of Orlmipotence are ftayed by die prayers of a holy 
man; and accordingly lie requefted of his faithful 
fervant, who was interceding for dtem, that He might 
be permitted to execute his fierce anger upon them: 

Let me alone, that my wrath may w-ax hot againft 
them, and that I may confurae them: and I will make 
of thee a great nation.” Had Mofes, then, cherilhed 
any revengeful fpirit for thefr injurious treatment of 
him i or had he entertained any ambitious defigns for 
himfelf j he would readily have acceded to the fcheme, 
and rejoiced in it as the wifti of his heart. But, actuated 
by that love, which “ is not eafily provoked, and 
which fecketh not her own,” he poured out his foul in 
moft importunate petitions for them, intreating God, 
for the glory of His name, and by all the promifes 
which Jde had given to their fathers, not to withdraw 
his favour from them. What will not prayer effed ? 

• Exod. xxxii. I, Sec. 
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The people were fpared at the mediation of the very 
man, whom they had thruft from them. 

But the painful talk of reproving and plinifhing 
them remained for him; and for this purpofe his 
communications with God upon the mount, con¬ 
cerning the eftablifhment of their government, were 
a while interrupted. He was fent down to take cog¬ 
nizance of their fin :• though he had appeared before 
God as their interceflbr, he was commiflioned to call 
them to account, as their judge, “ the Minifter of 
God, a revenger to execute wrath upon the evil doer.” 
He faw their idolatry with a mixture of grief and 
indignation, and difcovered a warmth of temper, 
which might feem to exceed the proper bounds. It 
feldom happens, indeed, that a corrupt nature does 
not infufe a degree of bittemefs into the purefl: zeal; 
yet we dare not cenfure his conduft on this occafion, 
but confider him as afting by God’s direftion, and 
not by the impulfe of paflion or revenge. It was die 
divine glory, and not ^is own private intcreft, for 
which he was concerned, and the fteps, which he 
took, were evidently defigned to exprefs the ftrongefi: 
deteftation of their offence, and to convince them of 
its awful confequences. 

The two tables, on which the moral law was 
engraved by the finger of God, and which were a 
token of the covenant between Him and the people, 
Mofes caft upon the ground and brake before their 
eyes; as an intimation that they had broken the 
contradl, and had no benefits to expedt from that 
quarter. The golden calfj which they had made, he 
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conunanded to be reduced to aihes and mixed with 
water, which they were compelled to drink; and thus 
their fin itfelf became Aeir punilhment} “ the 
backfliders in heart were filled with their own ways.” 
Aaron was fliarply reproved for the cowardly part he 
had afted in complying with their defires, and, had 
not Mofes intreated for him, he would have been 
deftroyed, as a monument of God’s righteous indig¬ 
nation *. 

This was not all: it was neceflary that the guilty 
Ihould be puniflied i and therefore Mofes ftood as the 
reprefentative of Heaven, to maintain the authority of 
the law, and to inflict the penalty. That it might 
be khown, who rctwned their allegiance moft firmly, 
and who were moft ready to ftiew their zeal in oppo- 
fition to the tranfgreffors, he cried aloud, " Who is on 
the Lord’s fide ?” This called forth the Levites, who 
immediately declared their ftcadfaftnefs in the Lord’s 
fervicc j and to them was committed the painful tafic 
of executing vengeance on their idolatrous brethren. 
Aotordingly, on that very day three thoufand men 
were flwn by the hand of juftice.--Is this con¬ 

demned as an aft of cruelty? Let it be remembered, 
that Mofes had to aflfert the honour of the ^vern- 
ment, as a wife and faithful magiftrate; and in fuch a 
cafe, to have granted a general impunity would have 
been a breach of his truft. But we are not concerned 
to vindicate Mofes: the punifhment was of Gpd’s 
appointment; the CQmmand was delivered wth:-- 


* Dent. ix. 20. 
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** Thus faith tiie Lord God of Ifraeland ** who 
art diou diait rejdieft agairtft Him ?” 

The whole hiftory w81 prove, that Moles was 
actuated by the fteadieft attachment to the interefls of 
the people, and by the warmcft alFeflion for them, 
notwithftanding their contemptuous oppolition to him. 
Wimels his continued and very fervent petitions to 
God for their pardon. It feemed extremely uncertain, 
whether even the Ifraelites, who remained, could be 
for^ven; but, as if all his happinefs were bound up 
in their’s, he exerted his utmoft influence for them 
with God, intreating that they might find mercy, or 
that he hlmfelf might no longer be written amcyig the 
living. Intimations of returning favour were given in 
anfwer to his importunate requeft; but a full recon¬ 
ciliation was not yet effefted; and it appeared as if 
they would be referved only to fome future day of re¬ 
tribution. What an awful breach is occafioned by a 
departure from God! It is not eafily to be re¬ 
paired. 

But while we deplore the confequences of their 
rebellion, we fee an additional luftre put upon the 
chara<3>rar of the Prophet: his zeal, his love, his 
ardour in prayer, Ihine the brighter. We Hand in 
admiration of that uncommon intimacy and freedom, 
fvith which he approached to the God of heaven. 
Sometimes he was the mouth of God to the people, to 
•inftract, and to reprove j at other rimes he was the 
mouth of the people to God, to deprecate his wrath, 
and implore his gracious prefence amoi^ them. He 
was fent with a melTage to the IfraeUtcs, declaring the 
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Lord’s heavieft dilpleafurc againft them for theii* 
repeated provocations, and his determination to with-^ 
draw from them thofe peeuliar manifeftations of his 
favour, which they had hitherto enjoyed*: and in 
token thereof the tabernacle was removed to a diftance 
from the camp. Yet God did not utterly depart: 
every fmcere worlhipper ftill had accefs to him in the 
holy place; and Mofes, in particular, was admitted 
to converfe with him, as it were face to face. This 
intercourfe he improved for the purpofe of procuring 
a full pardon to the people^ and a renewal of their 
former privileges. By one argument after another, 
he befought the Lord to return to them in mercy, and 
would take no denial. At length he obtained that 
gracious promife for himfelf, My prefence (hall go 
with tliee, and I will give thee reft.” But a promife 
for himfelf was not all he wanted: he could not be 
fatisfied, till he was aflured that the whole nation 
were received again under the divine condudt and 
protection. It was a bold cequeft; and yet it was 
inftantly granted. “ I will do, this thing alfo,” faid 
the Lord. Then the breach was repaired, and a 
perfect reconciliation effected. Will not this encou¬ 
rage our application to the throne of ■ grace, both 
for ourfelves and others ? For what difficulty is 
there, which prayer will not remove ? What ble|f- 
ing, which it will not procure ? 

The fuccefs of one petition gave him confidence 
to prefer another s but, it fhould feem, his familiarity 
with God induced him to afle too much; more than 
• Exod. xxxiii. i, &c. 
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luitable, yea, more than was poffible. From an 
earneft dehre to gain further difcoveries of the fupreme 
Majefty of heaven, he faid, “ I befeech thee, fhew 
me thy glory.” Under certain limitations the requefl 
would be highly proper from every one of us. We 
are all concerned to obtain the manifeftation of God in 
the Redeemer, not indeed by any vifible difplay, but by 
a Ipiritual revelation of his i^erfedilions; for this is that 
light, which “ Ihineth in our hearts, to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of 
Jefus Chrlft**” But a ,vain curiofity may lead even 
gf)od men, like Mofes, to feek information of that, 
which is wifely and mercifully concealed from us. 
Let us be tliankHil for that fmall portioji of know¬ 
ledge concerning the nature of God, which he is 
pleafcd to communicate, and wait for that day, when 
we ftiall fee him as he is.” It is not only in 
difpleafure for our finfulnefs, but in compaffion to our 
infirmities, that “ lie holdedi back the face of his 
throne, and fpreadeth his^cloud upon itf.” 

Was the petition, then, rejected as prefumptuous ? 
He was given to underfrand, that it could not be 
granted in the full extent j for no irian, in his prefcnt 
ftate, could endure the fight of unveiled Deity; tire 
moft holy perlbn would be overpowered by the 
Iplendour. And perhaps many things, which we ar¬ 
rogantly enquire after, may be hidden from us for tltis 
very reafon, becaufe our faculties cannot comprehend 
them. But his defire was gratified, as far at Icaft as 
he was able to bear it. The Lord promifed to make 

* 2 Cor. iv. 6. + Job .xxvi. 9. 
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all tjis goodnefs pafs before him, and to proclaim lus 
Own gracious name; at the fame time declaring his 
Sovereign mercy, and his dPtermination to pardon and 
to fave, according to the counfel of his own will. 
But the brightnefs of the divine m^efty was more than 
Mofes coiid behold: and therefore, While only a 
•glimpfe of it was vouchfafed to him, he was flieltered 
■fixjm the dazzling effulgence, in a clifc of the rock, 
by the hand of God himfelf.—‘—^Alas ! who lhall 
ftand, when He appeareth ?” May we not fay to every 
unhumbled finner, in expedition of a much more tre¬ 
mendous fight than that upon mount Sinai, “ Enter into 
the rock, and hide thee in the duff, for fedr of the 
Lord, and for the glory of his majefty * ?” 

Mofes, then, according to the divine fummons, went 
up again to the fummit of the ‘mountain, and carried 
vidi him two tables of ftoncj on which the command¬ 
ments were to be renewed There the Lord eonde- 
fcended to meet him with fome vlfible tokens of his pre¬ 
fence, and, in anfwer to his fupplication, difeovered to 
him more of the Iplendour of the Godhead, than he 
had ever feen before. Jehovah himfelf, with moft 
‘awful folemnity, proclaimed his own perfedions by an 
audible voice j afferting, particularly, his fovercign 
authority, the riches of his grace, and the terrors of his 
juftice: The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 

gracious, long-fuffering, and abundant in goddnefi and 
truth, keeping mercy for thoufands, forgiving iniquity 
and tranfgrelfion and fin, and that will by no means 
clear the guilty j vifiting the iniquity of the Others 

* Ifa. ii. lo. f Exod. xxxir. i, &c. 
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upon the children, and upon the children’s children 
unto the third and to the fourth generation.” 

When the moft high God approaches to man, though 
it be in the manifeftation of his love, there is enough 
to ftrike a guilty creature with awe. Even Mofes was 
conftrained to feel his infinite diftance; fo that, under 
an imprellion of the deepeft reverence, " he made 
hafte, ai\d bowed his head, and worfhipped.” Wliat a 
change muft take place in our whole frame, before we 
can bear to ftand, with unveiled faces, in die imme¬ 
diate prefence of God, around the throne of his 
glory! 

The repeated declarations of mercy encouraged 
Mofes to lift up his prayer again on behalf of the* peo¬ 
ple. He requefted, therefore, that, as far as he had 
found acceptance, hc,raiglit prevail alfo for his offend¬ 
ing brethren, and that, notwithftanding all their per- 
verfenefs, diey might be forgiven, acknowledged for 
the Loi'd’s inheritance, and favoured with His gracious 
refidence in the midft of them. What difinterefted 
love was this! Fit emblem of the mediation, which 
is carried on in heaven by our great High-prieft. 
Thus He prays for us, and therefore we are not caff 
off, as we deferve, for our numerous provocations.——— 
The fame petition had been offered up already, and " an 
anfwer of peace” had been given. But the example 
of Mofes teaches us to renew our applications for 
pardoning mercy, that we may receive frefli and 
ftronger affurances of it. Accordingly, the Lord God 
vouchfafed to ratify his covenant, and repeat his pro- 
mifes to them. 

VoL. I, 
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The door of communication being thus opened 
again, the interview upon the mount was continued 
as before, for forty day?^ and forty nights; during 
which time the Jewifh leader was inftrufted in the 
moft minute particulars for the government of the 
people, and then font down with the law of God in 
his hand, written upon the two tables of ftone. He 
alfo carried with him a further proof of his commif- 
fion. His countenance fhone with a bright luftre, 
partaking, as it were, of that effulgence of the Deity, 
which he liad been permitted to fee. But, whilft he 
drew near to the congregation with fuch evident marks 
of being an immediate meffenger from heaven, they 
were afraid to approach him, till he had put a veil 
upon his face. And this veil, it fliould leem, he con- 
ftantly wore, except in the tabernacle during his inter- 
courfe witli God, before whom the higheft Iplendour 
of a creature is utterly, obfeured. Every time there¬ 
fore, tl’.ey looked upon him, they were reminded" of that 
fupreme autiiority, by which he fpoke and a6ted: but 
while “ they could not fteadVaftly behold his face, for 
the glory of his countenance,” they were likewife re¬ 
minded, that the difpenfation committed to them muft 
for a feafon remain comparatively dark, concealed in 
types and lhadows, lb that they could not clearly lee 
the end. We rejoice, that the veil is taken away un¬ 
der the Gofpel of Jefus Chrid. “ The darknefs is 
pad, and the true light now Ihineth.” But we Ihould 
alfo remember, that w'e mull walk in a holy fcllowlhip 
with God, if we would partake in any meafure of the 
light of liis countenance. While wc converfe with 
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him, we fhall become like him, and others will foon 
perceive " the beauty of holinefs” in our life and con- 
verfation. “We aU, with open face beholding as in a 
glafs the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
fame image, from glory to glojy, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord 

From Mofes we turn our attention to the much 
more eminent Perfonage, who, v/hen transfigured on the 
mount, Ihone with a bi ightnefs above tliat of the meri¬ 
dian funf: and here we confefs, that Mofes “ had no 
glory, by reafon of the glory that excelleth.” We 
triumph in the expeftation, that all his people will 
iTiortly be adorned with the fame heavenly radiance: 
for “ when Chrift, who is our life, fhall appear, j:hen 
fliall we alfo appear with him in glory 

• 2 Cor. iii. 18. 4 Matt. xvii. z. J Col. iii. 4. 
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MOSES. 

SECT. 4. 

Mojes delivered the crdinances—departed from Sinai—^ 
dijcouraged—reproved for his unbelief—reproached by 
Aaron and Miriam—diftrejfed by the report of the 
fpies—oppofed by Korah—ftnnedy when he Jmote the 
rock for water—faw Aaron die—erebled the brazen 
fcrpent—fubdued various enemies—vindicated in his 
copduSly as a magiftrate—diftrejfed about his death— 
deftred a fuccejfor—laboured to the laft—prophefted of 
Chrift — died — buried—a pattern to minifters—a type 
of Chrift. 

The man of God, v^hofe charafter is before us, was 
favoured with divine communications, as we have feen, 
in a moft aftonifhing degree. We left him coming 
down from the mount, with the law of Heaven in his 
hands and a miraculous luftre Aiming in his counte¬ 
nance. We are now to obfervc him returning to his 
charge, and immediately appointing all the ordinances 
of the facred fervice, according to the commands he 
had received, and die pattern ftiewed to him, on the 
hill of Sinai*. 

Suffice it upon tliis fubjedl to fay, that “ he was 
faithful in all his houfe, for a teftimony of thofe things 
which wei'e to be Ipoken after f.” The rites and 

• Exod, XXXV.——xl. t Hcb. iii. 5. 
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ccretponies were fueh as could not be of man’s contri¬ 
vance; and yet, if not confidered with a reference to 
the Golj^el, they feem triflipg and burdenfome. But 
the defign of them is exprefsly declared. We have 
the fubftance of thofe good things of which the Ifrael- 
ites had only the Ibadow: for the whole of their mi- 
niftration was a figure for the time then prefent,” 
and, having anfwered its end, it is now abolilhcd. 
That one facrifice, which alone can “ purge the con- 
fcience from dead works,” being offered, there is no 
longer any need of the blood of bulls and goats, 
which could rjever “ take away fins,” and which was 
chiefly valuable, as reprefenting the blood of die Son 
of God. 

Years before At length die fignal was given for their 
Chritt, 1490. departure f»om Sinai, when all the inftitu- 

tions both in church and ftate were fully fettled. In 
the fccond month of the fecond year, the cloud rofe 
up from the tabernacle, and direfted their march into 
the defert of Paran*. But they had not advanced 
far, before their former'difeontented fpirit returned 
ppon them, and brought them into frelh troubles. At 
TTaberah the fire of God confumed many of die com¬ 
pany for the fin of murmuring f. And there again 
we behold their leader in the charadler of an intercef- 
for. He ftood in the gap, and, by the prevalency of 
his meefiadon, the fire was quenched, and Ifrael was 
fpared. 

The fame, or rather greater, tUfficulties awaited him 
in their progrefs through the wildernefi. He had 
* ^am. X. II. Deut. i. 6 . f Numb. xi. i, &c. 
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continual occafion for the exercife of all the meeknefs 
and patience he poflefled: and we wonder not, that, 
by die repeated clamours* raifed againft him, he was 
wearied, and difpofed to complain of the weight of his 
burden. The people appeared to have received but litde 
advantage from all their paft experience; for they were 
afterwards as peevilh and petulant as ever. With ex¬ 
treme ingratitude and prefumption they lothed the 
manna, which God provided for their daily fuftenance, 
and “ required meat for tireir lull*.” This was dif- 
trefling to Mofes; and we faar that his mind was very 
improperly difturbed. In the anguifh of his foul he 
lamented before God the peculiar hardlliips of his fitu- 
ation; and it (hould leem, that, for die time, he was 
more jealous of his own authority, than of the honour 
of God. As if he could no longer bear up againfh 
all their perverfenefs, he befought the Lord to interpofe 
for his afliftance, or inftandy to take from him the life 
which was become fo very afflidlive.—Do we wonder 
at fuch language as this from Moles ? It were ealy 
to point out many things evidendy wrong, in his ad- 
drefs to God. But perhaps we are unfit judges, as 
not being aware of the greatnefs of his provocations. 
And when we attend to our own danger, inftead of 
feverely cenluring him, we lhall rather pray, “ Hold 
up my goings in thy paths, that my footftqis flip 
notf.’’ 

The Lord had companion upon the infirmities of 
his fervant, and in order to relieve him in the toil of 
government, appointed feventy elders, whom alfo he 
* Pfal. Ixxviii. i8. &c. f Pfd. xvii. 5. 
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qualified by his Spirit, to form a judicial court. Tliis 
inftitbtion is faid to have been the foundation of the 
Jewilh Sanhedrim, which was afterward the princi 
pal feat of judgment. One circumftance is mentioned, 
which places the charadter of Moles in an amiable 
light. Two of die perfons, who were thus fet apart 
by God, were detained in the camp: but even there 
tlje divine infpiration pointed them out, and they pro- 
phefied feparately from the reft. This was thought 
irregular, or an encroachment upon the authority of 
Moles, who was therefore advifed to reftrain them. 
But being far removed from that proud, malignant 
temper, which confiders itfelf injured by die attain¬ 
ments of another, and rejoicing to obferve the work 
of God promoted though not by himfelf, he cried out, 
“ Envieft thou for qiy fake? Would God that all 
the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord 

would put his Spirit upon them.”-Is there the 

fame difinterefted generofity m all thofe, who ex¬ 
cel in fpiritual gifts ? Is there no fear of lofing credit, 
becaufe others are comiAg into eftimation? Or are 
we, like Mofes, glad to hear that ufcful men are 
railed up in the Church, who may probably obfeure 
our reputation ? And do we wilh them profperity in 
the name of the Lord? 

The defire of the people alfo was gratified, but it 
was in righteous difpleafurej for the very thing, they 
had longed for, became the means of their punilhment. 
The Lord fud he would grant them their requeft, 
and lend them meat to the full. A fimilar miracle had 
|?een wrought for them before, and many others 

E e 4 equally 
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eqxmlly furprifing had been performed in the fight of 
Mofes, and yet, upon its being intimated to him, he 
feemed to doubt the poflibility of it, and replied, that 
the providing of flefti for fuch an)\mmenfe multitude 
was too much to be expedted. He was therefore 
reproved for his unbelief, becaufe he had limited the 
holy One of Ifrael: " Is the Lord’s hand waxed 
fliort?”—^When we call in queftion the promifes of 
God, becaufe we know not how they can be per¬ 
formed, what do we, but difcover our own igno¬ 
rance and prefumption ? Let it fuffice, as an anfwer 
to all our difficulties about* the ways and defigns of 
God, that He is God, and not man.—The word was 
accomplilhed: “ He rained flelh upon them as the 
duft, and feathered fowls like as the fand of the fea. 
So they did eat, and were we^ filled: for he gave 
them their own defire; they were not eftranged from 
their lull. But while their meat was yet in their 
mouths, the wrath of 6od came upon them, and flew 
the fattefl: of them, and fmote down the chofen men 
of Ifrael * 

The patience of Mofes was likewife tried in his 
own family. An objeftion was brought againft him 
from a quarter, where we Ihould have leaft ex- 
pefled it. His own brother and After, Aaron and 
Miriam, both perfons of real holinefs, took up a 
quarrel againft him. The pretence was, that he had 
married a wife of a foreign extraftion: but, probably, 
the true reafon was, their pride was hurt, and their 
envy excited, by his fupcrior authority m the govcm- 

• Pfal. Ixxviii. 27—31. 


ment 



MOSES. 


425 

ment of the people. They faid, therefore, “ Hath 
the Lord indeed fpoken only by Moles? Hath he not 
Ijjoken alfo by us * ?”—^An oppofition from our near 
relations, and from religious friends, is of all otliers 
molt painful. But even this is to be looked for: and 
it will be well, if in fuch circumftances we can prefcrve 
the gentlenefs of Moles. 

He replied not j he feems not to have noted it. He 
was ever ready to plead the caufe of God, when it was 
attacked; but upon this occalion he was rcgardlefs of 
his own honour; and therefore it is remarked as a 
ftriking evidence of his‘unparalleled meeknels. But 
the Lord himfelf refented the groundlefs reproaches call 
upon his fervant: and when We are fatisfied to'leave 
the vindication of our charadter with Him, He will in- 
terpoi'e, and bring oorr adverfaries to lhame. He 
fuiimioned the offenders to appear before him, efta- 
biilhed the authority of MoleSj^ in the moll indilputable 
manner, and declared his hot dilpleafure againft them. 
Miriam was inftantly ftruck with a leprofy; and Aaron 
was made to tremble un3er a fenfe of his guilt. Then 
they confeffed their folly, and with deep fubmiffion 
fought relief from the very man, whom they had 
bal'ely flandered. This alfo gave him a frelh oppor¬ 
tunity to exercife his gentle and loving Ipirit. He 
wilhed not to revenge himfelf; nay, as a proof of his 
entire forgivenefs, he prayed that the ftroke of juftice 
might be removed from his lifter. He cried unto the 
Lord, " Heal her now, O God, I befeccji thee:” and, 

• Nam. xii. i, &c. 
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at his mediation, the offence was pardoned. Wc need 
not add furtly, that We alio are under tlie ftrongeft 
obligations “ not to render evil for evil, or railing for 
railing; but contrariwife blefling; for we are thereunto 
called, that we fhould inherit a bleffing*.” 

Let us obferve the lame meeknefs of temper in ano- 
tlier inftance. The Ipies, who had been fent to view 
the promifed land, brought back a moft unfavourable 
account of it. Immediately the people were difcou- 
raged, even to delpondency; they confidered themfelves 
as devoted to deftruflion, complained that they had 
been led out of Egypt, and determined to choofe a cap¬ 
tain for themfelves, that they might return thitlierf. 
This "was a diredt attack, not upon Mofes only, but 
upon God himfelf. It was, therefore, the caufe of 
extreme diftrefs to this holy maij, who was deeply af- 
fedled, not fo much by their oppofition to him, as by 
their avowed rejeftion of God. He fell upon his face 
before diem, intreating them to defift from their mad 
fchemes, and offering up his importunate cries tq 
Eleaven for them. Then die Lord interpofed to con¬ 
found the rebels, and threatened to deflroy them, as if 
he were weary with forbearing: and, in dieir Head, 
he promifed to make of Mofes a greater and mightier 
nation dian they. The fame propofal the Jewilh 
leader had refufed before, though it was fo flattering 
to himfelf; and ftill, as far from ambition or revenge 
u ever, he defired not his own advancement, or their 
ruin, but again mofl; fervently pleaded for their for- 
givenefs. He befought the Lord, not to fuffer his own 

• I Pet. iii. 9. f Num. xly. i, (cc. 
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glorious name to be difhonoured, but to difplay the 
abundance of his mercy, and therefore to pardon the 
iniquity of the people. How efFedual is the prayer of 
a righteous man! The whole race of Ifrael were refcued 
from immediate deftrudlion, though, for their fin upon 
this occafion, they were doomed to wander, and to fall 
in the wildernefs, and their children only were referved 
for the poflelTion of Canaan. 

Mofes continued to experience the fame trials 
throughout their pilgrimage. In one of their encamp¬ 
ments, a moft formidable rebellion was raifed againft 
him, not by a few infignificant perfons, but by two hun¬ 
dred and fifty princes of the congregation, becaufe 
they could not brook I'ubmillion to his authority*. 
This, however, like all the other oppofitions made 
againft him, tended only to confirm his commiflion, 
and to put frefh honour upon him. Did he then de¬ 
fend himfelf by force? No; his conftant appeal was, 
not to arms, but to the righteous judgment of Heaven. 
He fell on his face, betaking himfelf to prayer in the 
firft place, for direftion* and affiftance; then he very 
meekly reafoned with the leaders of the faftion, and 
referred the matter to the decifion of God, not doubt¬ 
ing but that He would manifeft his integrity, and refute 
their bafe accufations. Nor was he difappointed; for, 
while they were all folemnly aflembled, awaiting the 
ilTue, the Lord appeared in his glory, and threatened 
to deftroy them in a moment. The fentence, indeed, 
was mitigated through the mediation of Mofes. But 
}t was ftill expedient, that vengeance Ihould be taken, 

* Num. xvi. I, Sic. 
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and the offenders punilhed. The defign was revealed 
to the Prophet, who therefore refted the credit of his 
mifllon vpon this one point, that the ground would 
open, and inftantly fwallow up alive their rebelliotij 
company; which accordingly came to pafs. 

Shall we hear any more, then, of their objeftions to 
the meffenger of Heaven? Alas! the reft, who were 
Ipared, betrayed the fame fpiritj and, what was moft 
awful indeed, whilft the cries of thofe, who jjerilhed in 
fo miferable a manner, were ftefti in their ears, and 
the devouring earth had fcarcely clofed its mouth, on 
the very next day all the congregation of the Ifraelites 
arofe up in fierce contention againft Mofes and Aaron, 
and oaft upon them the blame of the tremendous de- 
vaftation, which had been made. Can any inftance 
be givfen of a greater obftinacy ^nd hardnefs of heart ? 
God was provoked, and his wrath poured upon them, 
Fourteen thoufand and feven hundred were confumed 
by die plague; and diofe, who were left, efcaped die 
calamity, only by the earneft interceffions of the very 
perfons, whom they had reproached as murderers. 

Years Wore The Ifraclitcs had been doomed to wander 
ciirift,i4S3- in the wildernels for forty years, during all 
which time die faith and patience of Mofes were con¬ 
tinually exercifed by the perverfenefs of the people, 
But litde is told us of their tranfeftions from the fecoi^i 
to the fortieth year, except their different removals 
from one encampment to another. We are grieved, 
however, to find the fame fpirit of murmuring and un¬ 
belief, a^t the laft as in the firft part of their pilgri¬ 
mage. When they came to Kadcfli, the water, with 
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which probably they had till then been well fupplied 
from the rock at Rephidim, entirely failed: and in- 
ftandy their fears were excited*. They complained 
aloud, as if their cafe were worfe than if they had been 
fwallowed up alive by the earth, or confumed by fire 
from heaven. Mofes was the objecfi: of their refent- 
ment: they imputed all their diftrefs to him, and role 
up as in rebellion againft him. Whither, then, did 
he betake himlelf for protedtion? Here again, as he 
had done before, fi'om the violence of men he fled to 
the fandhiaiy of his God. In every difficulty, prayer 
was his conftant refource: and thus it appeared through¬ 
out, that the adminiftration of the government rcfted 
not upon the wifdom, ftrengdi, or popularity of Mofes, 
but upon the power of God, immediately and continu¬ 
ally exerted for that purpofe. 

Relief was obtained. While he lay proftrate before 
God, afking counfol for himftjf, and intreating mercy 
for the people, he was commanded to take his rod, 
aflTemble the congregation, and fpeak to the rock in 
their prefence: and he was afllired that thereupon die 
water fhould guffi out from the flinty ftone, as u{X)n 
a former occafion, for the abundant fupply of all their 
neceffities. He obeyed the divine injiindlion, and in- 
ftantly the ftreams flowed out for their refrefliment. 

But what is this that we hear ? The indignation of 
God is kindled, not againft the murmuring Ifraelites, as 
we might have apprehended, but againft the two lead¬ 
ers, Mofes and Aaron; and fentence is pronounced 
upon them, that they lhall die in the wildernefs. What 


• Num. XX. I, &c. 
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have they done? Here was fome grievous ofFence 
committed, becaufe the Lord himfelf condemned and 
punilhed them; but perh^s it is not eafy to deter¬ 
mine, from the fhort account given us, what was die 
particular nature of the crime. We have beheld this 
eminent pattern of holinefs perfevering through un¬ 
common difficulties: and did he fail at the laft ? We 
are conftrained to acknowledge, that a foul blot is left: 
upon his charader; enough to humble our pride, and 
to prove that perfedion is no where to be found. 

It fhould feem, that, while he was obeying the 
command of God, he was under the influence of fome 
improper tempers; and therefore, the ftate of his mind 
being wrong, the aftion performed could not be right. 
We apprehend, that his fin might arife from a fecret 
indulgence of pride, unbelief, *or refentment; or it 
might be a compound of them all together. What¬ 
ever it was, probably Jt was fudden, and momentary, 
at the time when he ftruck the rock twice, and faid, 
** Ye rebels, muft we fetch you water out of this 
rock?”—^We fhould not Mender, if one, fo diftin- 
guifhed by his rank, his abilities, and ufefulnefs, was 
lifted up, for the inftant, by a conceit of his own fupe- 
riority, and forgetting his dependence, faid, " Muft 
We do this for you?” We are exprefsly told, that 
in fome way or other his faith failed him: either he 
did not expeft the performance of the miracle from 
God, or he did not give the glory of it to Him, as 
he ought to have done. For thus the Lord reproved 
him, “Ye believed me not, to fanftify me in the eyes 
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of the children of Ifrael.”—It is alfo moft certain, 
that there was fome ftirring of anger in his heart, and 
that he was carried away, fey the moment at leaft,- by a 
heat of temper. Wearied out with their injurious 
treatment for nearly forty years, he Ipake and afted in 
a warmth of paffion; and hence, probably, he ftruck 
the rock twice, and called diem Rebels. So the 
Pfalmift aflerts, " They provoked his Ipirit, fo that 
he fpake unadvifedly with his lips 

We pretend not to juftify his conduft j yet it de- 
ferves our moft ferious confideration, that the offence 
was of fuch a fort, that we might not have perceived 
in it any thing very blamable. But we have to do with 
a righteous God, who “ fearcheth the heart,”* who 
condemns an evil thought or affeftion, and “ defires 
truth in the inward parts.”—And, while we obferve 
Mofes fo ftiarply cenfured for this one afbion, we are 
ready to cry out, " Who flialj ftand before this holy 
Lord God ?” Surely there is a greater malignity in 
fin, than we arc aware of. Shall ^e dare to fay. It is 
a light thing: or. Where can be the harm of it? 
Should our God “ be extreme to mark what is done 
amifs, who may abide it ?” Inftead of inveighing 
againft Mofes, it will become us to take fhame to 
ourfelves. What attention‘do we pay to the words of 
our mouths, and to the tempers of our minds ? Are 
we circumfpeifl in all things, and that continually ? Are 
we meek and patient, loving and forbearing to the 
moft injurious ? Where is the perfect man, whofe heart 
never admits any unholy affeftion, or whole tongue has 

♦ Pfal. evi, 33. 
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never ipokcn unadvHedly ? Verily “ in many thin^ wc 
oflend all*.” 

But let not the (ubjedl t>e abufed. Some appear to 
derive an improper kind of encouragement from the 
infirmities and declenfions of faints. Many profane 
(inners dwell upon them with delight, and, in excufe 
for their own vile conduct, allege, that the beft of men 
have had their fiiilings. There are alfo carelefs profef- 
fors of religion, who conftandy difhonour the doftrine 
of God our Saviour by their evil praftices or dilpofi- 
rions, and yet prefumptuotifly conclude, that their cafe 
is no worfe than that of the moft excellent perfons, 
■who have fallen as well as they. It is obvious, that 
thefe are moft dangerous ways of perverting the ferip- 
tures. Do we perceive any thing in the example of 
Mofes to juftify the habitual oommiflion of the leaft 
iniquity? No: it remains an awful truth, “ He who 
committed! fin” (fo as^ to allow it in the general tenour 
of his life) " is of the Devil f.” 

One effeft of the tranfgreflion appeared at the very 
next ftage of their journey! Mofes was commanded 
to attend his brother Aaron to the top of mount Hor, 
there to take a folemn leave of him, and to fee him 
die for the very offence, in which he himfelf had been 
principally concerned. This was, doubdefs, a diftrefl- 
ing appointment, not merely on account of the lofs he 
fuftained in the fudden removal of his dear parmer and 
affiftant m his labours, but efpecially as reminding him 
of his own guilt, and of that diffoludon which he alfo 
was fliordy to experience. 

• James iii. a. t » Jrf>n iii. 8. 
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As they advanced in their marches, the people were 
difcouraged by the length and difficulties of the way, 
and again they fell into their old fin of murmuring*. 
They levelled their complaints, as before, againft Moles; 
but the heavy judgments of God foon brought them 
to bow at his feet. Fiery ferpents were commiffioned 
to deftroy them, and many were confumed in their ini¬ 
quity. The reft, being awed and terrified, confelTed 
their crime, and intreated Him, whom they had re¬ 
proached, to become their intercelTor. He faw and 
pitied their diftrefs, and, not bearing the leaft refent- 
ment for all their hard Ipeeclies againft him, he prayed 
for tliem, and obtained deliverance. The remedy, 
provided for the bite of the ferpents, was not only mi¬ 
raculous, but lingular in its kind, and defigned to be a 
moft inftruftive emblean to the Church in future «^es. 
We ought not to forget, that fin, more poifonous and 
deftruftive to the foul than the^venom of the lerpentto 
the body, has Ipread its baleful influence through the 
•whole race of mankind. But the power and grace 
our God are difplayed in* the removal of this ma \ad y: 
and by a mode fimilar to that whereby the Iftaelites. 
were reftored. For “ as Mofes lifted up the forpent in 
the wildemefs, even fo was the fon of r,ian lifted up; 
that whofoever believeth in him Ihoiyd not perilh, but 
have etemdlifef.” 

Mofes Was forbidden to enter into Canaan, but 'he 
faw the promifes of God, in part at lerJt, folfi.’jed to 
Ifrael by their conqueft of various en^-mies. At length 
diey were brought out of the wildet nefs, and led forth 
* Nom. xxi. 4 , Scc^ 
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to batde Rgainft the Amorites, Moabites, and Mitfian- 
ites, 'whom they utterly hjbdued, and whofe fend they 
took "for their own poffeffion. Thus the Lord God 
honoured his faithful fervant, by giving him to behold 
die beginning of that glorious work, which was after¬ 
wards completed under Jofhua. 

His troubles, indeed, were not yet ended. His 
heart was pained by a moft awful defection in the 
people, who were feduced by the daughters of Moab 
to commit whoredom and idolatry *. This was efFefted 
through the wicked counfel,of Balaam, and was more 
fatal to Ifrael than the oppofition of their ftrongeft ad- 
verf?ries. On that occafion we obferve Moflbs afting 
with all the vigour neceflary to die charafter of an up¬ 
right magiftrate. For, in order to flop the prqgrefs of 
the fin, he commanded the principal leaders in it to be 
puniflied widi immediate death. Nor Ihould this be 
confidered as at all itfconfifbent with his ufual uaeek- 
nefs, fince he proceeded only according to the divine 
injundtioni and therefore knity to the guilQ^, and 
rcfufal to execute the fentence upon them, would have 
been difobedience to the fupreme Goyernor. ' 

In fomc other inftances, his condudt might have the 
appearance of harfhnefs and feverity, as when he re¬ 
quired the Midianltifh women to be aqd 

when he oppqfed the petition of the Reubenites ^nd 
Gadites to be fettled b^re their ,brethren j:. But ip 
thefe and fuch like cafes, it h obvious, that the mea- 
fures he addpt^ were regulate^ not by a ^irit of re.- 

• Num. XXV. I, &c. t xxxi. j, &c. 
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fentment, or any fe]^ih motives, but by a r^ard to the 
will and the glory of God, and to the general interefls 
of the people. We Ihould^not be forward to cenfure, 
where we are not fo far acquainted with the various 
circumftances of an a£lion, as to be competent to de¬ 
cide upon it} and it will be allowed furely, that what 
would be utterly unjuftifiable in a private perfon, may 
be highly proper and abfolutely neceflary in one of a 
public character. 

It was revealed to the Prophet that the time of liis 
departure was at hand, and that he alfo muft die, even 
as Aaron had done, for their offence at the waters of 
Meribah*. It appears that this was extremely dif- 
treffing to him, and that he earneftly defired permil- 
fion to go into Canaan f. But when that was denied 
him, he acquiefeed; and, as he was concerned chiefly 
that the caufe of God might not fuffer by his removal, 
he prayed only that a fucceflbr might be appointed, 
qualified for the office, who fhould conduft the people 
to their promifed habitation.—And is it not molt be¬ 
coming a dying faint, to be felicitous for the welfare 
and profperity of the Church, when his labours in it 
are drawing near to a conclufion ? Let us intreat God 
to protect his own Ifrael, and, whatever faithful mi- 
nifters he may take to himfelfi to raife up others in 
their ftead} that His work may be carried on from age 
to age, till all his redeemed are brought home to the 
heavenly Canaan. We do not hear Mofes petitioning 
for the advancement of his own family, but for the 
congregation of the Lord} nor fhould any private con- 

* Num. xxrii. iz. See. t Deut. iii. 23. 
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neftions be fo dear to us as the interefb of Zion. 
“ Pray for the peace of Jerufalem: they lhall profper 
that love thee , 

The fuGceflbr, whom Moles himlelf before his death 
initiated into the office, was not one of his own kin¬ 
dred, but of another houfe and of another tribe. The 
fons of Moles were overlooked, and Jolhua was in- 
vefted with tlie high dignity. A very ftrong proof, 
diat the Jewilh Lawgiver was not aftuated by felfilh- 
nefs, or ambition, or any of the contrafted views of 
human politicians. It appears throughout, from the 
manner in which he both received and refigned his 
commiffion, that the eftablilhment of the government 
was entirely of God. 

We cannot contemplate the clofe of this good man’s 
life without admiring his extraordinary zeal and dili¬ 
gence even at that folemn feafon. Though he knew 
tliat his diflblution w'aj nigh, he remitted not his ufual 
exertions, but rather with increafing vigour laboured in 
the work of the Lord, that he might " finiffi his courle 
with joy.” It is remarkable* that all thofe lively, pious, 
and importunate exhortations, which are contained 
in the book of Deuteronomy, were probably delivered 
to the people during the laft montli of his continuance 
upon earth. We learn, then, from this bright pattern, 
to fill Up every portion of time with feme ufeful em¬ 
ployment: and though ^we Ihould have certain intima¬ 
tions, that we Hull foon be difmifled from our prefent 
poll, it will become us with unwearied perfeverance 
to attend to our refpeftive duties, even till our ftrength 
Utterly fail us. 

• Pfal. exxii. 6. 
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Much did he Ipeak and write concerning the Saviour 
of the world: but thefe declarations were chiefly wrapt 
up in the darknefs of types and fhadows. They were 
dcfigned, however, to lead the Church to the know¬ 
ledge of the great Redeemer j and tJierefore Jefus faid, 
“ Had ye believed Mofes, ye would have believed me: 
for he wrote of me*,”—One very ftriking and ex- 
prefs prediftion of the promifed Mefliah, which was 
uttered a little before his death, we muft not omit. 
" The Lord thy God will raife up unto dree a Prophet 
from the midft of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; 
unto Him ye fliall hearken f.” This has been fulfilled 
in Jefus of Nazareth J, to whom, therefore, our at¬ 
tention is diredled. Let all men “ know affflredly, 
that he is both Lord and Chrifl; §:” and if “ He that 
delpifed Mofes’ law died without mercy,—of how 
much forer punilhment, fuppofe ye, lhall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden .under foot the Son of 
God II ?” 

Years hfhn At the vcry advanced age of one hundred 
chnft, 1451 . twenty years, the work of Mofes was 
concluded, in an honourable manner, yet not without 
fome circunrdtances of humiliation. When he had 
finifhed his testimony, on the very day he had been 
infl:ru<5ting, exhorting, warning, and encouraging the 
people, he was conunanded to take his }aft leave of 
them, and afeend up to one of the higheft mountains 
in the plains of Moabf. There he was told, that he 
muft lay down his earthly tabernacle, though in his 


• John V. 46. 

j ii. 3(5. 


f Dent, xviii. 15. t Afts 22.—vU. 37. 
II Heb. X. 28, 29. f Deutf zxxii. 48, &c. 
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ftiU ftrength: ** his €^6 *«?as net dirti> nor Ms natural 
force abated*.” Thb was an awftil futxtoons, elpe- 
Cially as it was accen^anied with a reproof for his 
tranigreffion at Meribah; and his death was exprefsly 
declared to be inflidled as a puniftini«it. But, treg, 
ftiendous as the fencence was, the judgment was mixed 
with mercy; and though God, for righteous purpofes, 
manifefted his dilpleafurc. He withheld not from his 
fervant the tokens of his favour, but honoured and 
comforted him in his dying moments. The Lord 
promifed to fhew him the gpod land, and gave him 
by frith to foe the future glory and profperity of Ifracl. 
Mofes, therefore, in firm dependence on the Cove¬ 
nant of his God, and in lively hope of a better king¬ 
dom than Canaan, went op with cheerful fteps to the 
top of Pilgah. Probably, juft Before his afeent, he 
took an aificdtmg leave of the people, and, in the 
Ipirit of prophecy, pronounced a folemn benediftion 
upon themf. His laft words, which are recorded, 
were ^ken in admiration >6f the God of Ifrael, and 
of the bleffednefs ctf the nation he had chofen and 
redeemed to himfelf: There is none like onto the 
God of Jefhurun.—‘Happy art thou, 'O ^rael'! Who 
is like unto tl^e, G people fafved by the Lord.?” Ih 
this joyful, triumphant frame of mind he moimted up 
die ’MB, to ■meet his diffdletibh, and ha(Vii% viewed 
die prOfflifod inheritance'Of ffr^l, he doled liis eyes 
upon every tMng ‘below ; Rnd, ¥rom the fight of an 
earthly Canhan, immediately eiiteitd upon‘die poffcf- 
fioo of heaven. 

• Oevtt. xxxiT.7. t «wjH. 1, S(c, 
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Yet we perceive fon^tbmg extrercdly a 
the clrcumfUQces of hU death i and k fhouid ferve as, 
a fignaj; warning to Beli^ers, to " abhor that which 
is evilj” and to waUt with a holy watchfiilnefs and cau¬ 
tion, if indeed they defirc tp be diftnifled firpm life with 
honotir and with cotnfoit. The offence pf Moles, wc 
have feen, was hich as we might have thought tri¬ 
vial j- and we have no doubt tliat it was forgiven; yet, 
as it was of a public nature, God detetmined that there 
Ihould be a public declaration of his dii^leafure againft 
it j in order that fin might appear, in the view of all the 
people, “ exceeding finftil.” “ I^e punifbed Mofes 
Foa THEIR sakbs.”— It is poffiblc, then, that fome, 
who are dear to God, may be perplexed with tmuch 
Ipiritual darknefs at the laft, on account of paft negli¬ 
gence, and perhaps go out of the world through fome 
awful vifitatipn, by an immediate judgment from hea¬ 
ven, though they be in a ftate of accept^ce, and their 
fpuls be faved for ever. 

The burial of Mofes njjght feem too trifling to be 
mentioned, had not th® facred hiftory recorded it as 
mpft remarkable*. The Lord himfelf took care of 
the body, and without any human aid committed it to 
the ground. The place of his interment was purpofely 
concealed, that die Ifraelites, who were continually 
prone to idolatry, might not be tempted to worlhip 
at hi? fepulchre. We know and rgoice in it, that his 
better part, which could not be confined in the grave, 
afeended up on high, to a diftinguilhed rank among 
the ranfomed of the Lord. Mofes, therefore, ftiil 
• Dent, xxxiv. 6. 
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Kvethj and accordingly, he was one, who graced the 
triumph of our Saviour in the transfiguration on the 
mount j and he will fliortly come in His glorious reti¬ 
nue at the laft day. Then may we join with all that 
favoured company, who lhall “ fing the fong of Mofes 
the fervant of God, and the long of the Lamb*!” 

Upon a review of this hiftory, we lhall not wonder, 
that a charafter fo eminent has been celebrated in every 
agej that he was held in refped: by the moft learned 
of the Gentile world j and that the Jews always boaft- 
ed of him, as the great Founder of their church and 
nation. Moft juftly may he Be propofed to all, as a 
bright example of righteoufnefs, and more particularly 
of that difpolition fo pleafing to God, a meeknefs of 
temper. Let us enquire, then. How far do we re- 
fcmble Mofes ? Do we not betray fad marks of im¬ 
patience, anger, and refentment? Let us not allege, 
that our provocations are many; they are not worthy 
to be mentioned, in comparifon of thofe which Mofes 
had to ftmggle with for forty years together. If there 
be no oppofition, Acre cannbt be much proof of a 
gentle fpirit; but if we poffels the grace of God in 
truth, we lhall be thereby taught to preferve a compo- 
Hire of mind, and to exercife forgivenefs and love, even 
in return for many and great injuries. Thus did Mofes, 
Oh! how unlike to him are we ? " Whereas there 
is among us envying, and ftrife^ ^d divifions, are wc 
not carnal, apd walk as men ?” 

But this illuftripus pattern, in an efpeclal manner^ 
claims the attention of the Minjfters pf religion. For 
• Rev. XV. 3 . 
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they are called to execute an office, in many refpefh 
like that of Mofes, which will fubjed them to fome 
fuch painful trials, as he met with. They fhould be 
prepared to expeft the moft groundlefs and malicious 
cenfiires from thofe, whofe beft interefls they are uni¬ 
formly and zealoufly purfuing. It will, therefore, in- 
flruft and comfort them, to place before their eyes the 
condu6b of this man of God j and while they fee him 
fteadily perfeverlng in his wojk, they will take frefh 
courage to hold on their way. But let them copy after 
his example. They require the fame firmnefs, zeal, 
and fortitude, which he poffelTed j nor have they reafon 
to doubt, tliat He^who has appointed them to^their 
inoft arduous employment, will endue them with all 
that ftrength, which is neceffary for the due difcharge 
of it. Have they many fears and mifgivings ? So had 
the great leader of the Hebrews: but in Him alfb we 
behold, what God can enable hij fervants to do. When 
he was firfl called out of Midian, he was backward, 
timid, and unbelieving; and therein he difcovered the 
weaknefs of a fallen nature* But afterwards, with un¬ 
wearied exertions and undaunted courage, he main¬ 
tained his poll ^inft all oppolition; for he “ ftag- 
gered not at the promife,” in the midft of the moft 
formidable dangers: and in thele refpefts he fully 
proved the cllicacious influence of divine grace. Let 
us feek for, and rely upon, the fame mighty power j 
for, in every cafe, " the help that is done v 5 )on earth, 
the Lord doeth it himfelf.” 

But the Minifters of Chrift, together with the firm- 
nefe of Mofes, fliould pofliefs his meeknefs of Ipirit. 

This 
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This will be their brighteft ornament, their ftroRgeft 
recommendation, and their fureft ,defencp. " The 
fervant of the Lord muli not ftrivci but be gentle 
unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meeknefs in- 
ilru( 5 ting thofe that oppofe theriifelves; if God perad- 
venture will give them repentance to the acknowledg¬ 
ing of the truth*.”—Thus, by their humble and in- 
cffaifive behaviour, they fhould bd^ an example to 
Believers, and exhibit in themfelves the happy effefts 
of the Gofpel which they preach: and by fuch means 
they will be moft likely to difarm their fieredt oppo¬ 
nents of their rage.—Yet in order to enfure fuccefs to 
their^ miniftry, they muft imitate the Jewilh prophet 
in another refpedt, and, like him, " continue inftant in 
prayer.” We have feen him, in every difficulty, flying 
for diredlion, fupport, and deliverance, to the God of 
all grace; nor was he once deferred. In die fame 
•way fliould they, wh» are the Ipiritual guides of the 
people, expeft all their help from God, and keep up 
a continual intercourle with ^Him, that they may ob- 
oin his prefence and blefling in all their miniftradons. 
Whatever Iplendid talents they poflfefs, notwithftanding 
dieir wifdom, eloquence, zeal, and diligence, it is not 
probable that they will be of any real ufe to others, 
iinlefs they are themfdves men of devotion, frequent 
and fervent in their Applications to Heaven. 

Much has been faid of the excellency of Mofes. 
But we are acquainted with a charafter abundantly 
fuperior in every view, and ** worthy of more ^ory, 
inalinuch as He, who hath builded the houfe, hath 
• 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. 
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more iitmour than the houfe ** The kw was ^en 
by Mofcs, but grace and truth came by Jcfos Clarili: f*” 
It is not our defign to enter fully into a coropaiifoa 
between them: but it ought not to pafe tinobfeved* 
that in the high offices, which the Jcwifli leader fuf- 
tained, he was a nioft eminent type of rite great Cap¬ 
tain of our falvation. Mofes was to the Ifraeiites, what 
Jefus is to his Church in every age, a Prophet, 
Priest, and King; —the Mediator of the Covenant. 
Jefus is commiflioned to refcue his people from a bon¬ 
dage, inconceivably worfe»than that of Egypt, and to 
conduft them through many dangers to the pofleflion 
of a kingdom, but faintly lhadowed forth by ‘i the 
land that flowed with milk and honey.” He is their 
inftruftory declaring to them the divine will, and 
teaching them “ how they ought to walk and to 
pleafe God.” He minifters for them in holy things, 
ftands before God continually to make reconcili¬ 
ation for their fins,” and offers up inceflant petitions 
for them. They are moft perverfe, indeed, and re¬ 
bellious, as the Ifraeiites; but they are fpared through 
the prevalency of his interccffion. He is their Law¬ 
giver, and has delivered them ftatutes and ordinances 
the moft wife and excellent, to which he requires 
their unfeigned fubmiffion. Let all honour, then, 
admiration, love, and obedience be given to our 
Jefus! But is he not “ defpifed and rgeded of 
men ?” How few do truly acknowledge him in his 
various offices ? And what may we expedt the confe- 

Heb. iii. 3 . t Jobni. 17 . 
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444 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

quence to be ? Is it forgotten, what the fentence was 
againft the difobedient Ifraelites, " whofe carcafes fell 
in the wildemefe ?” For,* " if they efcaped not;, who 
refofed him that fpake on earth; much more fhail 
not we efcape, if we turn away from Him that fpeak- 
cth from heaven 

* Heb. xil. 25. 
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Pharaoh rejeSled the petition of Mojes, and defied Jeho¬ 
vah—perfecuted the Hebrews—unhumbled tender all the 
divine judgments—terrified, but unwilling to fubmit to 
God’s terms—confejfed his guilt, yet impenitent — pur- 
Jued the Hebrews—drowned in the RedJea—Us ob¬ 
duracy and deJlruElion, how ajeribed to God—an aw¬ 
ful inflame of human depravity—a warning to fin- 
ners. 

A.S we were confidTering the life of Mofes, we had 
occalion to advert to the charafber of that impious 
king of Egypt, with whom tli« Jewifh prophet main¬ 
tained fo fingular a conteft. It may anlwer an ufeful 
purpofe to recall feme of thofe circumftances in the 
facred hiftory, which we have already touched upon, 
in order that we may take a fuller view of that proud 
pcrfecutor. This will furnilh us with die moft folemn 
and interefting refledtions: for in the cafe of Pharaoh 
we fliall perceive a very ftriking proof of the eictreme 
corruption and delperate wickednefs of the human 
heart, as alfo of the fovereignty, juftice, and imdncible 
power of God. The example in an efpecial manner 
demands the attention of every prefumptuous finneri 
for to foch an one the application is obvious: " God 
is greater than man; Why doft thou ftrive againft 

Him? 
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Him ? Haft thou an arm like God ? Or canft thou 
thunder with a voice like Him*?” 

The inftance before ua exhibits a pkfture of one of 
the moft infolent offenders, that the world ever beheld, 
—a moft daring oppofer of the King of heaven,—de¬ 
claring himfelf a decided enemy, and carrying on the 
contcft againft Him, with inflexible obftinacy,—refift- 
ing all admonitions, defpifing the mercy, and defying 
the wrath of God, till he was made a monument of 
his vengeance. How much important inftruftion does 
this convey to us! Shall we not confels the folly and 
madnefs of thofe who " wali: contrary to God ?” For, 
“ He is wife in heart, and mighty in ftrength: Who 
hath’hardened himfelf againft Him, and hath prof- 
peredf?” Shall we not be led to examine, what is 
our own charafter } and to pray with greater fervour 
than we have yet done, “ From all hardnels of heart, 
and contempt of thy word and commandment. Good 
Lord deliver us J ?” The example of Pharaoh is pro- 
pofcd to us, not for our imitation, but with^ view to 
excite our abhorrence of hiS conduft. May we fee 
the odioufnefs of his temper, and ourfclves poffels a 
different Ipirit 1 But, as we all partake of the fame 
depraved nature, perhaps it will be found upon en¬ 
quiry, tliat, in fome refpeds, and to a certain degree, 
we ftill refemble him. 

The king, of whom we are now j^aking, was not 
the perfon frotn whom Mofes had fled to Midian, 
The name of Pharaoh feems to have been common to 
all the prmces of Egypt in fucceflion for many ages. 

• Job xxxii. 13 , 1 }, xl.9. t Jobix. 4. J LiUny. 
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This man, however, as he inherited the tide, was allb 
governed by the maxims, of his predeceflbr. It will 
be fufficient for us to point out the principal circum- 
ftances, which the feriptures have recorded concerning 
him. 

Years before introduccd to our notice in the 

ciirift,i49x. jacred hiftory, when Mofes and Aaron were 
fent to him with a melTage from the God of heaven, 
and demanded for the Ifraelites the liberty of exer- 
cifing their religion*. The requifition was realbnable: 
but, as it had been for fome time one grand object of 
dje government to cnilh the Hebrews, no favours 
could be granted them. Nor would the proud tyrant 
bear to be didated to, even by Jehovah himfelf. He 
did not call in queftion their commiffion, nor alk what 
evidence they could produce for it j but he repulfed 
them with the moft daring contempt both of them, and 
of the divine authority by whjeh they Ipake; deter¬ 
mined, whatever fhould be the confequence, that he 
would not .ftand in awe of their God, nor acknqwledge 
fubjedtion to Him. Pharaqh faid, “ Who is the Lord, 
that I Ihould obey his voice to let Ifrael go ?” He 
probably conceived meanly of the God of the Hebrews, 
having long held that people in the loweft ftate of op- 
prelBoo, and therefore he moil: iniblendy fet Him at 
defiance, as if there were nothing to be dreaded from 
fuch a God as this. Thos the conteft took its rife from 
the arrogance of Pharaoh, who prefomed to exalt him¬ 
felf againft Jehovah, and refofed to liften to his word. 
How wpnckrful, that vengeance was not immediately 


* £xo<t. V. 1 , ice. 
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executed! Did the haughty tyrant afle, in fupercilious 
contempt, " Who is the Lord ?” Rather might we 
lay, in admiration of the ^divine forbearance, “ Who 
is Pharaoh, that the Lord Ihould fend any further mef- 
fage to him, or withhold the punifhment due to his 
iniquity ?” 

But is this a fingular cafe ? We fear there are mul¬ 
titudes of like charadler. The king of Egypt fpake 
only what is the real fentiment of many hearts j for 
all unrenewed perfons poffefs fomething of the fame 
difpofition. Man, in his fallen ftate, affedis indepen¬ 
dency, and difdains to yield fubmilfion to the will df 
God himfclf. He will not be controlled; but, impa¬ 
tient of all reftraint even from the higheft authority, he 
fays, “ Why may I not live as I pleafe? Who is 
Lord over me ? Or what is the Almighty, that I Ihould 
ferve Him ?” The minifters of Chrift are often re- 
jefted with the fame infolent contempt, as Mofes and 
Aaron were by Pharaoh. Not a few call the word of 
God behind them, with an air of utter indifference, 
examine not its evidence/ and determine not to be 
awed by it. But may we not admonifh finners to be¬ 
ware, how they undertake to contend with God? Do 
you afk, " Who is the Lord?” It is He, who hath 
made you, and gave you to be what you are: It is He, 
who has upheld you to this moment, and in whole 
hand your breath is:” It is He, who ■Will Ihortly vin¬ 
dicate his right over you, will fUmmon you to his 
bar, and judge you according to your works. And is 
He the objeft of your fcorn ? What muft be the iffue, 
if you prefume to ftrive with Him ? 


The 
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The enmity and the rage of Pharaoh, which had 
feecn excited by the declaration of the Lord’s meflage 
to him, appeared alfo in his perfecuting Ipirit; And 
When the Lord himfclf is fet at nought, it is no wonder 
that his fervants are delpifed. Long time had the 
Ifraclites groaned under the Egyptian bondage, and all 
the power of the kingdom had been exerted to crulh 
them. The exercife of their religion was denied them; 
and now, when fomc privilege of this nature was de¬ 
manded for them, they were opprefled the more. The 
king was “ implacable, unmerciful,” We fay not, 
that he might not jnftify his condud by political mo¬ 
tives i but it is obvious that the ground of his oppofi- 
tion was pride and a profane contempt of God. ‘Like 
other politicians, he pretended a regard to the public 
welfare, and treated the religion of the Hebrews as a 
vain and dangerous fuperftition, and the commifllon of 
MofeS and Aaron as a mere pretence for their ambi¬ 
tion or their floth. They were confidered, therefore, 
as enemies to the ftatej and this poor enflaved people 
were fubjedted to a more rigorous fervitude. For he 
laid, ** Ye are idle, ye are idle;—Let there more 
work be laid upon the men,” 

O let us beware, left We betray the fame fcornful 
and oppreffive fpirit, efpecially towards perfons “ pro- 
fefling godlinefs,” We po<Jefs not the power of Pha¬ 
raoh; but are we hot exerting all the influence we 
have, to prevent the true Ifrael of God from facrificing 
unto Him? Perhaps their fentiments and pradlice 
may oppofe our covetous or afpiring -vnews: and is it 
not for diis caufe that we reproach them as negledting 

VoL. I. G g their 
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their appointed work, and lay heavy burdens upon 
them? Such was, the very difpolition of the tyrant of 
Egypt i and it was one principal reafon, which pro¬ 
voked the Lord to bring Sown the fevereft. calamities 
bpon that whole country. Let us fear for ourfelvesj 
for God will furely avenge the wrongs of his infulted 
people, to the utter confufion of their enemies. 

The two prophets of Ifrael had a fccond and third 
audience of the king, but widi no better fuccefs. They 
performed certain miracles in his prefence, in order to 
prove their commifllon*f but he wilhed, or rather 
determined, not to be convinced, and therefore it 
pleafed God, m righteous judgment on his obftinacy, 
to firnifli him with a pretext for his incredulity. The 
Magicians were permitted to imitate fome of the won¬ 
ders which had been wrought; whence, probably, Pha¬ 
raoh concluded, that the two meflengers of Heaven 
were no other than Ikilful forcerers, who might indeed 
have the advantage of his Magi, but had ho more 
right to dictate unto Him. On tliis account his 
heart was hardened,” neither did he hearken unto 

them, but defpifed and infulted them as mere pretenders 
to revelation.—^Perhaps fome modem Infidels may be 
under a fimilar delufion, and be given up, like Pharaoh, 
“ to believe a lie.” They are unwilling to receive the 
word of God, and ftrive, with the utmoft ftretch of 
their ingenuity, to invent arguments to difprove the 
divine authority of the feriptures. It is nothing ftrange 

then, that to perfons fo difpofed many objeftions arife^ 
which feem to themfelves to juftify their unbelief 


• Exod. vii. 10,. &Ci 
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The Lord fufiere our integrity to be piit to the teft in 
this very way. The evidence for Chriftianity is abun¬ 
dantly fufficient to convince men of meek and upright 
minds: but we allow, that it is not of fudi a nature 
as to force coiiviftion upon thofe, who fecretly diflike 
it, and are fefolved to rcje< 5 t it. “ Light is come 
into the world, and men loved darknefs ratlier than 
light, becaufe their deeds were evil*.” 

Various miracles were wrought, or rather, one plague 
after another was inflicted, in order to humble this 
proud finner. Every fucceeding judgment gave frelh 
and ftronger proof, that he was contending witli a great 
God and terrible, whofe arm none can refift. By the 
moft tremendous vifitations, the Lord made known 
his own fovereign majefty and invincible power, and 
demanded fubmilfion*from the king. The calamities, 
brought upon him, were beyond meafure affliftive; 
enough, we might have fuppofed, to terrify and to 
foften the moft obdurate offender. The Magicians, 
after fome ineffedual tri^ by their inchantments, being 
baffled and confounded, acknowledged the prefence of 
God. But Pharaoh continued to harden his heart 
againft all conviftion, defpifed the moft folemn warn¬ 
ings, with a mixture of arrogance and rage maintained 
the daring conteft, and refolved to hazard every con- 
fequence, rather than yield the vidtory even to God 
himfclf. Nay, each judgment found him more un¬ 
feeling than the preceding; at leaft he was as fer re¬ 
moved ftont re^ humiliation and repentance, in the 
end as at the be^nning. 

• John in. 19. 

G g a 


It 



453 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

It is a moft unfavourable lign indeed, when the 
fevereft puniftiments produce no proper fenfe of fin, 
when they do not give an alarm to the confcience, or 
force the finner to his knees, to cry with the moft earneft 
fupplication for mercy. And how many, like Pharaoh, 
have been deaf to all the admonitions of God, both by 
the moiith of his minifters and the fore vifitations of his 
providence! O confider, You children of affli6tion, 
what efFedl.your fufFerings have had upon you! You 
have been tried, perhaps, by various calamities, in 
your perfons, your families, your fubftance j but have 
you enquired, “Where is God my maker? Where¬ 
fore doth he contend with me ? Or, what would He 
have me to do ?” For “ furely it is meet to be faid 
unto God, I have borne chaftifementj I will not offend 
any more. That which I fee not, teach thou me: if 
I have done iniquity, I will do no more*.” And are 
you fincere in your acknowledgments of guilt, your 
profeffions of forrow, and your refolutions of amend¬ 
ment? It was Pharaoh’s coiylemnation, that he har¬ 
dened his heart againft all the divine corredtions, and, 
whatever he might pretend, never truly humbled 
himfelf under the rod. Beware, then, of finning 
in the fame way, and liften to the gracious voice of 
God in his fevereft diipenfation, which calls you to 
prayer, and contrition, and repentance. Otherwife, 
you will have reafon to dread fome heavier calamity, 
or, what is inexpreffibly more terrible, you may be 
given up to utter .impenitence and final obduracy. For 


• Job xxxiv. 31, 3.7. 


may 



PH^j^RAOH. 453 

may it not be (aid, " Why ihould ye be ftricken any 
more*?” 

It may be urged perl^ps, that Pharaoh felt much 
compundion, and difcovered hopeful appearances of 
converfion. But the plea will not bear examination, 
or prove any thing in his favour. For it points him 
out as a hypocrite and a diffemblerwith God: and this, 
it fhould be remembered, is one diftinguifhing part of 
his charafter. Though he was a bold and prefumpui- 
ous offender, he was not, from the firft, “ paft feel¬ 
ing i” but, on fome occafions at leaft, he was brought 
under an apprehenfion of his danger, and, through 
great terror of mind, forced to confefs his guilt. In 
fuch circumftances he might have the femblance of a 
penitent, but he pofleffed not, in the Imallefl degree, 
any hatred of his fin, or any real defire to be recon¬ 
ciled p God. His humiliation, then, under the fmart 
of his afflidion, was all a njere pretence, the baleft 
diflimulation. What will avail fuch repentance as this ? 
Let us beware, left we miftake a fear of punilhment, or 
a tranfient alarm of conicience, for a truly humble and 
contrite fpirit. Diftrefs and anguilh may conftrain the 
moft obdurate to cry out, as Pharaoh, " I have fin¬ 
ned }” or the dread of extreme fuffering may fill them 
with horror, and produce a partial and temporary re¬ 
formation, even while the heart continues totally un¬ 
changed and deftitute of every holy principle, 

The inlincerity of Pharaoh was maniffcft in two 
inftances, 

• tfa. i. s. 
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I. He was unwilling, throijghout, |o fubmit to the 
terms which God required. The divine injunction 
w^, that he Ihould let Ifr^l go dupe days journey 
into the wildcrnefs, for the purpofe of a religious fef- 
tival} to which he gave the moft peremptory refufa}, 
" I will not let Ifrael go.” But when the waters, 
through all his kingdom, were turned into blood, and 
the very river, which was idolized, was becqrne ofFen- 
fivcj when all habitations, not excepting his own pa¬ 
lace, were infeftedwith frogs j under the preffure of 
thefe calamities he confented for a moment to the con¬ 
ditions propofed. He called* for Mofes and Aaron, 
and faid, “ Intreat the I^prd that he may take away 
the frogs from me, and from my people; and I will 
let the people go, that they may do facrifice unto the 
Lord*.” But, when a refpite /:ame, his fears were 
difperfed, his former principles refumed their power 
over him, he revoked ^his permiffion, and appeared 
more callous than before. He relented, indeed, when 
the whole country was overfprcad and defolated by 
flies; and,he granted leave that the Ifraelites Ihould 
exercife their reli^on. But this was pot an unfeigned 
fubmifliqn fo God. He would have his own terms, and 
flood like one making a bargwa and requiring fome 
abatement. He infifted that they Ihould not depart 
out of his dominion: « Go ye, ^mrifi<re to ypur God 
IN THE LANP.” When this would not fuffice, he al-? 
lowed that they might go intq the wUdernefs,. but 
limited the diftance; « Only ye lhall not go very far 
away,” Yet, pardal as the conceflion was, it was re- 
* £xod. viu. 8. 
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called upon the removal of the plague. This bafe 
h)rpocrily provoked the Lord to fend a heavier judg¬ 
ments for multitudes of catde, of every kind, were 
deltroyed by a very grievous murrain; but it had uo 
influence upon the obdurate heart of the tyrant *. Moft 
loathfome and painful boils were then inflicted both on, 
man and beaft j but the haughty monarch ftill refufed 
to fubmit. Again he was threatened, and chaftifed yet 
more feverely. A moft tremendous ftorm of hail* at¬ 
tended with uncommon thusvier and lighming, laid 
wafte his whole countiy, and filled him with fuch hor¬ 
ror, as conftrained him to acicn,owledge his guilt, and 
to promife obedience to the divine command. But all 
this was merely the effeift of terror; for,) wh& th9 
tempeft abated, he recanted his late declarations, and 
became more obftinase dian before.—Another melTage 
front God required his fubjeftionf; and, upon the ex- 
poftulation of his fervants, he feemed dilpofed to make 
fome cqneeflions j but they were no fooner made than 
retraced, and at length he drove away the prophets of 
the Lord with indignation. To puniflx his impeni¬ 
tence, the plague of the locufts was fent, whereby his 
kingdom was reduced to extreme diftrefs; and then 
again, under the dread of utter deftruftion, he pro- 
fefled to give up the conteft, and fued for mercy. He 
called for Moles and Aaron in hafte: and he faid, “ I 
have finned againft the Lord your God, and againft 
you. Now therefore forgive, I pray thee, my fin only 
this once, and intreat the Lord your God, that he may 
take away from me this death only.*’ The afififtion 

* Exottlx. 1, &c. ' t X. I, Sic. 
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was removed; and immediately the tyrant refumed hi* 
oppofition, and (hewed the inlincerity of his profeflions, 
—Again he was conftraine^ to feel the mighty power of 
God over him, and to tremble under fiis judgments. 
A terrible darknefs throughout the land, for three days 
together, perplexed and affrighted him; and under this 
imprelTion he confented, that the Ifraelites might de¬ 
part, and take with them their femilies, but (till infift- 
ed that their flocks and their herds Ihould be left be¬ 
hind. Here the unfoundnefs of his heart appeared, 
becaufo he would not yield without referve. When 
his partial concefTions, therefore, were rejefted, he 
would hear no more, but clofed the debate by threat¬ 
ening* the prophet of the Lord with inftant death, ifi 
from that time, he (hould ever venture into his pre- 
fence, 

This exhibits a very ftriking reprelcntation of the 
charader of an unhumbjed finner, who may be brought 
under temporary conviftions, and, in a fuddeh alarm of 
confcience, may put on the femblance of a penitent. 
Alas, how common is the cafe! The Lord calls to an 
Vncpnditional fubmijflion. We fpum at the demand; 
and, though again and again required to bow before 
Him widi unfeigned fuhjeftion, we maintain a prefump- 
tuous conteft with Him. He lays his hand upon us, 
and, by one fevere vifitadon after another, he fum-f 
jnons us to forrender, Perhaps feme fore afflidbion 
may ejttort a confeffion and a kind of prayer for mercy, 
3 ut have we, not dealt deceitfully, and been guilty of 
bafe prevarications ? Have we not made die moft (<»■' 
lemn vows and promifes, ralhly and inflneerely ? Have 

we 


3 



PHARAOH. 


457 

we not refufed our confent to the terms propofed, 
vainly expecting that God would grant us fome relax¬ 
ation, and come down to>our conditions? This is a, 
fure mark of hypocrify. If every thing be not given 
up to God, and his will complied with, in one inftance 
as well as another, there is no true refignation of the 
foul to him; and, in fuch a ftate, profellions of regard 
will avail nothing, neither will they be lading. Do 
you imagine, that He will accept of lefs than your 
whole hearts ? No: " He is in one mind, and who can 
turn him ?” Do you plead for any prohibited indul¬ 
gence; for this fin to be retained, for that paflion to 
be gratified? It cannot be allowed. Do you objed: to 
one duty, becaufe it is inconvenient; to another, as 
being too ftrid, and expofing you to many difficul¬ 
ties ? What do you, but tread in the fteps of Pharaoh, 
and difcovcr the fame diffimulating temper ? Or what 
can you look for, but fome heavier judgment, to pu-. 
riifh you for your pride and ftoumefs of heart ?” 

The king of Egypt, we have feen, at times ac¬ 
knowledged his guilt; but here alfo his want of inte¬ 
grity appeared: for 

2. His very confelfions were conftrained, and of fuch 
a fort as to prove, that he was a ftranger to real humi¬ 
liation, throughout the controverly. He cried out in 
anguifh, I have finned;” but this he did, only under 
the preffure of afflidion, or the dread of an impending 
calamity. The removal of the danger foon put an end 
to his pretended penitence. When reftored to eafe, he 
forgot Ws refolutions and eng^ements, and returned 
to his former fentim^nts. We were pleafed to hear him 

fay. 
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lay, “ I have finiK^d this time; the Lord is righteous, 
;yxi I and my people are wicked: intreat the Lord; 
lor it i§ enough*;”—^and we were led to expe£t a fa¬ 
vourable cpnclufion of the conteft, in the converfion 
of Pharaoh. But alas! how often have appearances 
deceived us! We have feen perfons under heavy Ioffes, 
in extreme pain, or a dangerous difeafe, lamenting 
their folly, making ftrpng proteftations of amendment, 
fending for pious friends and mimfters, and calling 
upon thern all to pray for diem. But we have been 
diftreflfed to find, that thefe impreflions were fuperficial 
and tranfient, and therefore hot the effe<ft of any good 
pinciple. They have been “ as a morning cloud, 
and as die early dew that goeth awayf.” We appre-r 
fiend, that tfie approach of death, the dread of meet* 
fiig an incenfed God, and of being doomed to evetr 
Jafting mifery, tnay force many to fpeak the language 
of penitents, which, n^verthelefs, they underftand not. 
They retsun the love of fin, and have no true know¬ 
ledge of the eyil of it; but they fear puhifliment, and 
tfiercfore maft eagerly implore deliverance. Lord, 
in trouble have they vifited thee, they poured out a 
prayer when thy chaftening was upon them J.” But 
all this paffes for nothing ip the court of heaven. For 
the Lord laith, “ They have not cried unto me widi 
their heart, when they hpwled upon theff beds§.” 

One circumftance defcrves our ferious notice. Pha¬ 
raoh frec^uendybefoughtMores to intercede for him>^ll4 
u> in^eat the Lbr4 hb bch^ But vre do npt per* 

• Exod. ix. 27, 29 , t Hof. yi. 4. 

t Ifa. xxvi. 16. f Hof;vii. 14. 
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celve, that he ever bowed his knees be&re God, 
or put up one petition for himfeif And alas! what 
avail all our confeffions t() men, or folicitations for 
their help ? We muft “ make fupplication to our 
judge j” or elfe we have no proper fenfe of our, ill de- 
fert.—But let not the inftance before us difcourage 
thofe, who are importunately calling upon God, under 
a convidtion of their exceeding guiltinels, and who dcr, 
fire peace with Him above, all other blelDngs. Thefe 
perfons fubmit to their fevereft trials without mur¬ 
muring, and feel the burthen of fin heavier than all 
other affli£lions. But it is evident, that Pharaoh fought 
deliverance from trouble, more than reconciliation with 
God, and retained, to the laft, the fame proud, op^ 
preflive difpofition. No wonder, then, that the con- 
flidt ilTued in his final perdition. 

When die admonitions of cpnfcience are invariably 
refitted, and the judgments of,God delpifed, diere is 
litde hope. The heart becomes more and more infen- 
fible to good, and is more readily carried away by 
every vile affedion: and Renee thofe, who have been 
once awakened, and return to folly, are generally the 
moft defperate offenders.—Very awful calamities had 
been inflided upon Pharaoh, and othere wert de¬ 
nounced j but ftillhe maintained his oppofition, in de¬ 
fiance of all that God could dp againft him. Accord¬ 
ing to the intimation, then, which had been given, 
after three preceding days of total darknefs, the Angel 
of the Lord went forth at midnight, and deftroyed 
the firft born of every Egyptian family*. The 

f Exod. xi. 4, &c. xii. 29, &c. 
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conftemation, produced by this tremendous vifitation 
throughout the land, was beyond all defeription. 
Cries of diftrefs were he^rd in every houfe; and the 
Icing himfelf was filled with horror and amazement. 
Then lie appeared indeed to yield the conqueft, and 
to comply with the terms propofed. He called for 
Mofes and Aaron, whom he had a little before 
threatened with death, and even requefted them, with 
all the congregation of Ifracl, immediately to quit the 
countiy (without tmpofing upon them one limita¬ 
tion or reftraint), and, through an impreflion of 
terror, intreated them to blefs Him before their 
departure. Nay, to haften their flight, both he 
and his fubjefts were urgent upon the people, 
and loaded them with the riches of the king¬ 
dom. Thus the tyrant was * baffled, and obliged 
to give up his point; and the God of Ifrael pre¬ 
vailed. 

But, though Pharaoh was defeated, his pride of 
heart was not fubdued. As foon therefore as he re¬ 
covered from his fright, being extremely mortified for 
the difgrace he had fuffered, and fired with indignation 
agaiidl thofe who had triumphed over him, he formed 
the feheme of purfuing them, that he might either 
bring them b^ck to his dominion, or.clfc wreak all 
his vengeance upon them. The fituation of the Ifrael- 
ites aifo was fo ordered, as to afford him hopes of 
fuccels: and it is a righteous thing with God, to fur- 
nifh men with opportunities of difeovering their moft 
corrtjpt difpofitions. As if every former conviftion 
had been utterly effaced, he was led away by his im¬ 
petuous 
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pctuous paffions, ambition, covetoufnefs, anger, and 
revenge. With his beft chofen troops he followed tlie 
Hebrews, and prcflcd upon them fo clofcly, that they 
were cut off from all vifible means of deliverance, ant^ 
probably, the infatuated King was confident of obtain¬ 
ing an eafy and complete vidtory. But did he not 
recede, when the Lord, “ with his glorious arm divid¬ 
ed the water,” and conduced his redeemed nation 
through the deep ? Did not this ilupendous miracle at 
kft prove to him, that they were the immediate care 
of an Almighty God, arjd that it were madnels to 
carry on fo unequal a conteft? Alas! no evidence is 
fufficient to convince a determined infidel ^Je is 
blinded by his vile affeftions; “ a deceived heart liath 
turned him afide.” Thus it was with Pharaoh, who 
ruflied into the fca, as the horfe into the battle,” 
filled with rage againft God and his people, and vainly 
attempted to recover them ortt of His hand. But 
the Lord fought for Ifrael; and " by ftrength lhall 
no man prevail” againft ^Him. The pillar and the 
cloud were a light and proLcftion to the Ifraelites; but 
the Egyptians were thereby troubled and difmayed. 
They were aFo flopped in their progrefs, while they 
were in the middle of the channel, and confounded by 
what they faw or heard. At length they confefled 
their folly, and confulted about retreating; but it was 
too late. The command was given for the waters to 
return to their place} the proud rebel was vanquifhed, 
and, with all the flower of Egypt, buried in the deep. 

So fliall the wicked perifli in the prefence of God.” 
In the example of Pharoa]i,,we have an awful repre- 

fentation 
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fejitation of their cafe. When loud calls td repentance 
have been difobeyed, and both the judgments and the 
mercies of God have been incffctStual to bend the ftub- 
born heart, what is to be expefted, but the fnoft pre- 
fiiniptuous continuance and rapid advancement in fin, 
and, of confequence, a^ravated ruin ? They will not 
turn nor fear God, though, in the way of their oppo- 
lition, nothing but fin^l and everlafting dellruftion 
awaits them. ** They ftretch out their hand againfl: 
God, and ftrengthen themfelves againfl; the Almighty 
But " the adveriaries of the Lord fhall be broken to 
pieces f.” We would affeftionately warn them of 
thofe. floods of wrath, which will overwhelm the un¬ 
godly in the bottomlefs pit.” We would addrels 
them with a compafllonate importunity, " Have pity 
on your own fotils; deftroy not yourfelves: for why 
will ye die ? Behold, the God, who is jealous of his 
honour, and is determined to take vengeance on his 
enemies, hath prepared for you the inftruments of 
death; he hath bent his bow, and made it readyJ. 
O drop the vdn contefl:; throw down your arms, and 
lurrender at difcretion. We pray you, in Chrift’s flead. 
Be ye reconciled to God§!” 

To t}« whole of this hiftory one very fl:rong objec¬ 
tion has been urged. We are required to juftify the 
proceedings of God towards the rebellious king of 
Egypt, who, we are aflured, was appointed to this 
very ftate. For die feripture feith unto Pharaoh, 
even for this fame purpofc have I railed thee up, that 

• Job Xv, 25. t t Sam. ii. 10. J Pfal, vu. 12, 15. 
i 2 Cor. V. 20. 
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2 might fliew my power in thee, and that my name 
might be declared tlioughout all the earth*.”—We do 
not fay there is no difikuljy in the fubjecl; but, per¬ 
haps, it often been mifrqjrefented and abufed. We 
acknowledge that the judgments of God are a great 
deep, and we pretend not to fathom them: but it will 
become us, with ferious reverence, to enquire into the 
plain afiertions of the infpired writers, not indulging 
a cavilling temper, on the one hand, nor on the odier 
prefuming to decide magillerially, on matters Confeffed- 
ly myfterioUs. 

It is repeatedly remarked by the facred hiftorian, 
that “ the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart}” and fuch 
a conduft is objefted to, as inconfiftent with the per- 
feftions of God. For it is afked. How can it be re¬ 
conciled with his hoknefs, to reprefent Him as die 
author of fin, producing in Pliaraoh that obduiacy, 
which is the laft ftage of hun^n depravity ? Or how 
can it accord with his goodnefs and juftice, to excite 
any wrong difpofition in the minds of finners, and then 
blame and punilh them for it? 

To this we may reply; God certainly forefaw that 
thofe very circumftances, which He had refolved to 
bring about, would occafion in Pharaoh an obftinacy 
of fpirit; and therefore He predifted, and, in a fenfe, 
might be faid to appoint that, which was the confe- 
quence of his difpenfation. Whether we can under- 
ftand it or not, God is declared to have foreknown and 
determined events and tranfadions, in which much 
wickednefs was committed (fuch were the treachery 

* Rom. ix. 17, 
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of Judas, and the crucifixion of the Saviour); and Jret 
as the free agency of the offenders was not, in any 
meafurci affeftedj fo neither was their guilt at all lef- 
fened, by his prefcience or dfetree concerning them; 

Truly the Son of Man goeth as it was determined: 
but wo unto that man, by whom he is betrayed*.”— 
** Him, being delivered by the determinate counfel 
and foreknowledge of God, ye have talcen, and by- 
wicked hands have crucified and flain-f.” 

But we may afk, What is meant by the objedion, 
that God is hereby reprefented as “ the author of fin J ?” 
If it be fb explained, as if He were the agent or doer 
of any wicked thing, we rejed the fuppofition with 
abliorrence, fince it would be a blafphemous re¬ 
proach to his charader. But if it implies only, tliat 
He permits, or does not preveat, the tranfgreflion of 
his own law, and at the fame time, for wife and holy 
purpofes, fo difpofes of. events, that fin will certainly 
follow, if men are not forcibly reftrainedi this, we 
apprehend, will not, cannot be denied, for it is mani- 
feflly a part of his adminiftration, as appears from the 
whole courfe of his providence* Nor can the eondud 
of the moral governor of the world be juftly cenfured 
on this account, fince we maintain that he never in- 
fufed a bad thought or principle into the mind of any 
one. In fueh a fenfe, he could not harden Pharaoh’s 
heart, for he tempteth no man to fin§i But in 
the language of fcripture. He is faid to doj what he 

fuffers to be done: and accordingly it is declared, that 

« 

• Luke xxii. ni. f A6ts ii. 23. 

I Edwards on the freedom of the will. § James i. ij: 

God 
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God moved; David to number Ifrael, though, in’ano-, 
ther place, this is afcribed to Satan, as the immediate 
agent*.:' 

We have already intimated, that He appointed fuch 
dilpenfarions, as He knew beforehand would encourage 
Pharaoh to perfift in his daring oppofition; and it 
fliOuld be remembered, that, in order to make men 
moft obdurate in wickednefe, nothing more is necef- 
lary, thii that God fliould leave them to the unre- 
llraihed influence of their own turbulent pafllons. 
And Who lhall objeft rp this? Is not His grace his 
own? Or fliall we prefcribe unto Him, when and 
how He muft communicate this grace unto ufi? Is 
there unrighteoufnefs with Him, if He withdraw that 
afliftance, to which we have no claim, and which 
alone will prevent us from running into all iniquity 
■with greedinefs ? Or is He to be charged with all our 
depravity, becaufc he is pleafM to afford us oppor¬ 
tunities of fhevfing What is in our nature? 

The obduracy of fmnea-s is often fpoken of as judi-‘ 
cialj but thait is only, where mercies have been long' 
abufe< 5 , and admonitions have proved ineffeehial. The 
Lord hath laid, “ My Spirit lhall not always ftrive with^ 
maiij-;” and When He departs they become inflexibly 
Obftinate in all evil|. Yet even this Ibate of mind, 
though appointed as a judgment fof former impeni-' 
tence^ is hi^l/ finful in itfelf^ and jufUy deferves the’ 
fcvereft punilhmeilt. Such appears to have been Pha- 
taoh’s cafe; for, according to the hiftory, he had openly’ 

* 2 Sam.-xxit.'i. I Chron. xxL 1. t Gen* vi. 3. 

t See Pfal. Ixxxi. 12., A&s viL 42. Rom. i. 24—28. 
c*VoL. I. ' Hh defied 
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defied the Lord God of Hdts, before his heart was 
hardened by Him. 

Upon the whole, the example was defigned to for- 
nlfti us vrath moft important inftrudions. Pharaoh 
was raifed to fiich an eminence ctf rank, and fuf- 
fered to carry on the conteft to fiich a length, that it 
might be more clearly manifeft,, that “ the heart of die 
fons of men is foil of evil, and madnefe is in their 
heart*.” We behold in the wicked tyrant of Egypt, 
what bafenefs we are all capable of committing. Shall 
we not, then, dread that fentence, “ Let them alone,” 
more than any other; and pray that God would never 
leave rjs nor forfake us, left We alfo, as Pharaoh^ 
give a like awful proof of the extreme depravity of our 
nature?—Have we been preferved from this ftate? 
And are we now pofTeffed of a temfcrnefs of confeience, 
and drawn to God by the gracious influences of his 
Spirit? O what do we owe to our heavenly Bene^ 
faftor ? Or how (hall we exprefs oilr gratitude ? Let 
all glory be aferibed to Him, who hath taken us out 
of the world, to be a people for his name! 

Nothing, that has been here advanced, fliould 
difeourage the awakened and humbled penitent. 
Many finccre perfons are diftreflTed by the fear of 
refcmbling Pharaoh, at the very time they exhibit the 
ftrongeft evidence, that their chai^er is moft^oppo- 
fite. We afk, then. Do you mourn before God# 
for your pad rebellion againft Him? Do you hate 
eveiy falfe way? ,Do you unfeignedly defire to b« 
reconciled to Gbd? And are you willing, to iubmit- 

f £cclef. ix. 5. 
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io His terms? Then be not terrified; Pharaoh’s cafe 
is hot youf’s. Yoii are not given up to final impeni- 
tencej for the impreffiOrts* you now have upon your 
minds are a favourable fign of a good influence. 
Only be afraid of refiftihg your prefent convidions: 
** quench hot the Spirit;” but yield yourfelves obe¬ 
dient to his guidance. 

The inftance before us feems more efpecially ad- 
dreflcd to prefumptuous offenders. And are there 
not thofe amongft us, who, with as much rage as 
Pharaoh, continue to fight agaihfl: God, and bid 
defiance to the Omnipotent himfelf.? We intreat 
them to paufe, and to confider what the ilTue of fuch 
a conteft muff be. What was the confequence, when 
there was war in, heaven?” The Angels, who 
were great in might, were vanquifhed, and " caff: 
into a lake of fire.” What advantage did Pharaoh 
gain, by his daring obftinacy in oppofing the purpofes 
of God ? Alas! by every effort, which he made, 
he did but wound himfelf, and haften his own dc- 
ftrudrion. Shall we, then, “ provoke the Lord to 
jealoufy? Are we ftronger than He?” 

Sinners prefumc lyon the mercy of God, as if 
he would ndfer punifh. But has he not already, by 
various examples, difplayed the terrors of his juftice ? 
The uriiverfal deluge,—^the conflagration of Sodom 
and Gomorrah,—and the entire overthrow of Pha¬ 
raoh and bis numerous hoft,—are all fo many proofi 
that the Lord is a righteous God, who cannot bear 
iniquity. Sentence againft an evil work is not exe- 
Hh a cuted 
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cuted.fpeedily *:” but, in order that it may be known, 
there is a God that judgeth in the earth fHe has, 
at different times, arrefted^ fome bold offenders, and 
exhibited them as public monuments of his vengeance. 
To tliis end, he is pleafed, in general, to feleft thole 
only, who are of molt abandoned charafters; though 
every tranfgreffor is liable to his wrath. “ For this 
caufe he raifed up Pharaoh,” and glorified himfelf in 
the deftruftion of that .arrogant finner. By and by 
he will give to all “ according to their works,” and 
will be honoured in the fin^ perdition of thole, who 
fefufe to lubmit to his grace. Nor will any of them,, 
who perilli, be able to call upon Him’the blame of 
their fin and ruin; but all muff confefs at the lalt 
fok'mn day, “ Righteous art thou, O Lord, and jult 
are tliy judgments!”—For theprefent, He is patient 
towards the moll rebellious, and “ endures them with 
much long-fufferingj”, and when he lhall arife to 
cofidemn the impenitent and unbelieving, every mouth 
IHali be Hopped. Long has he borne with our per- 
verfencfs: let US fto iriore delpife the riches of his 
mercy; but may his goodiiefs effeftually lead us to- 
repentance! 

Ecclef. viii. 11. t Pfal. Iviii. 11, 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Balaam exhibits the bad effects of covetoujnejs-—eminent 
for wifdom—invited by Balak to curfe Ifrael—refufed 
at fiijl, afterwards ftagge^-ed—afked leave of God— 
went—-ftopped by an Angel, and rebuked — proceeded-— 
conftrained to blefs Ifrael, and prophefy of the Saviour -— 
laid fnares for the ^melites, and died fighting againji 
them. 

There is not, perhaps, a more prevailing pafiion 
in the human mind, nor one, Which is the occafion 
of more fin or mileiy, than an eager attachment to 
worldly gain. And yet few feem to apprehend the 
evil or the danger of it. F6r do not almoft all look 
to their own advantage, and feek, by every poffible 
method, to aggrandize Jthemfelves ? And hence, what 
rapine, fraud, and oppreflion, what envy, ftrife, and 
refentment, obtain amongft men; and what dreadful 
confufion do thefe produce in fbciety! As fiiends, 
therefore, to the temporal intereft of our fellow crea¬ 
tures, we would eameftly intreat them to beware of 
covetoufnefs; but we would enforce the caution, more 
efpecially, from a regard to their eternal happinefe. 
For an ardertt thirft after focular emoluments has ever' 
been the moft effeftual hinderance to the progrefs of 
true religion. Alas! there are thoufands around us, who 
willingly renounce the divine favour and the joys of 
heaven, for the uncertain profpefl: of lecuring to them- 
H h felves 
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felves a little " filthy lucre.” Various are the inftances, 
recorded in fcripture, of thole, who, having once exhi¬ 
bited the molt promifing ^ppearancei of real piety, 
were betrayed into the bafeft conduit, and hurried 
on to final perdition, by this vile afieilion. Moft 
ftrongly, then, are we warned againft it from the awflil 
cafes of many hypocrites and apoftates: and it becomes 
us, furcly, to learn wifdom from the mifcarriages of 
others. “ They that will be rich fall into temptation, 
and a fnare, and into many foolilh and hurtful lufts, 
which drown men in deftruition and perdition. For 
the love of money is the root of all evil: which while 
fome coveted after, they have erred from the faith, 
4nd pierced themfelves through with many forrows*.” 
Of the fame fort is the defcription of St. Peter: 
** they have forfaken the right •Way, and are gone 
aftray, following the way of Balaam the fon of Bolbr, 
who loved the wages of luirighteoufnefs, but was re¬ 
buked for his iniquity: the dumb afs, fpeaking with 
man’s voice, forbad the madnefs of the prophet f.” 

In the latter paflage we have a comment, by an in- 
fpired writer in the new teftament, on a charadter de¬ 
lineated in the old: an infamous charadter, all, who fe- 
rioufly examine, will allow it to be: and yet it may 
feem to include in it a ftrange medley of inconfiftencks. 
The Apo^ will guide m in our enquiries cpncemiag 
this ■very lingular example, and Ihevv us from what prin¬ 
ciples a fyftem oif condu^ the moft deteftable origi¬ 
nated. In Balaam yve perceive a man, poffelled, in 
meafurp at leaft, of right; nodons of religion, 

• i Tim. vi. 9, 10. t 2 Pet- 15* 16. 
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who, under an awfiil imprefllon of the fear of God, 
difcovered many flrong conviftions and defires of the 
beft kind, and who was fevourcd not only with eminent 
abilities, but with " vifions and revelations of the 
Lordwho yet, through tlie influence of the accurfed 
pafiion of covetoufnels, oppofed the clcarefl: dictates of 
his confcience, and the exprefs commands of God, pur- 
fiied the purpofcs of iniquity with cool deliberation, en¬ 
deavoured by bafe artifices to obtain a licence to fin, 
and periftied at laft among tlie enemies of God. Re¬ 
markable as this charadter may appear, we lliall find 
it, with feme fmall difference of circumftances, to be a 
common one in the world. It will be incumbent 
upon all, while they are warned of that dangerous 
principle, by which Balaam was infatuated, to “ be¬ 
ware left they alfb be led away with the error of the 
wicked.” 

Y«r>bcfo« Balaam, it fhould feem, was eminent 
chrift,i4Si. among the eaftern nations, even to a confide- 
rable diftance, for his fkill and abilities in the art of 
divination. We enquire not of what nature that prac¬ 
tice was, but it is clear, that, through the blindnefs of 
fuperftition, he gained an extenfive reputation, and 
was much confulted and revered as a foothfayer, or 
magician. He is introduced to our notice in the 
hiftory of the Ifraelites, upon the conclufion of rfieir 
pilgrimage in the wildernels. When they were arrived 
at the plains of Moab, Balak, the king of that coun¬ 
try, terrified at their approacli, and, apprehending the 
worft confequences to himfelf and his people, began 
to confider what defence coqld be made *. But be- 
• Niun xxii. I, &c. 
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fore the force of arms was tried, he was defirotis to 
draw down a bleffing on himfelf, and a curfe upon 
his enemies, by the incanta^ons of Balaam, whom he 
held in the higheft eftimation, and whofe prayers and 
imprecations, he thought, would be efFeftual. This 

• indeed was conformable to the ancient cuftom, which 

• prevailed in many nations, of ufing certain religious 
■ rites, at the beginning of a war, in order to devote 
< their adverfaries to deftruftion. 

Balaam, therefore, though far diftant, was folicited 

• by large offers of money to come and practife his artj 
and much was expected from his fuppjfed knowledge, 
fanditjr, and prevalency with Heaven. The rewards 
propofed for this fervice were a ftrong temptation, 
cfpecially to one Of his dilpofitionj yet he prefumed 
■not to promife a compliance wfeh the invitation, till 
he had confulted the will of God, by which alone he 
declared that he would Jae determined. By what par¬ 
ticular method' Balaam intended to afk, or hoped to 
receive, direftion from above, we are not informed i 
but it pleafed God to interpofe, as in frequent in-* 
fiances He has done, to reveal his mind even to a 
wicked perfon. A clear and exprefs anfwer-was given 
to the magician; “ Thou fhalt not go with the menj 
thou fhalt not curfe the people; for they are bleffed.** 
Balaam, therefore, peremptorily refofed to vifjt the 
king of Moab; and the meflengers were difmifled. 
So far all appears fair; and, merely from this rela¬ 
tion, we fliould fufpeft nothing wrong in the charaiSle? 
before us. 
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But a fecond attempt was made, which proved more 
fuccefsful. Perhaps the weaknefs of the man was 
underftood, for Balak, in, his next application, had 
a particular view to Balaam’s mercenary difpofition, 
as he offered him larger prefents. An embaffy was 
difpatched, with a defign to flatter his pride, as well 
as to work upon his avarice. A more numerous 
company, and thofe too of exalted rank, intreared 
his attendance, and urged their requeft by promifes of 
great preferment, of riches and honour, to the utnioft 
extent of his wilhes. Hjs firft anfwer to this propofal 
might lead us to think him firm and difinterefted; 
and we might be ready to admire his unflialjen in¬ 
tegrity, and contempt of filthy lucre, while we obferve 
his reply, “ If Balak would give me his houfe full of 
filver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the 
Lord my God, to do lefs or more.” But being 
unwilling tq forego all thefe advantages, he began to 
waver, becaufe “ his heart went after his covetouf-. 
nefs.” He, therefore, d^fired leave to deliberate, and 
he would confult the Lord again; or, in other words, 
he hoped that it might be made confiftent with hb 
duty, or that permiflTion might be granted him, to 
go and pronounce an imprecation upon the Ifrad- 
ites. 

Here, then, the malk drops off, and the unfound- 
nefs of his heart is difeovered. His very hefitation 
on fo plain a point implied a want of principle, a 
fecret referve, and duplicity of mind. He ought to 
have rejeded the offer with difdain, and immediately 
p have difmiflfed the arabafifadors, however relped- 

ablc 
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able they might be. For why ihould he doubt, or 
feek direction from God a fecond time, when fo clear 
and peremptory an anfwen had been already given? 
It appears, that, with all his knowledge, he had 
formed mean and difhonourablc conceptions of the 
divine nature. What! lhall the Eternal God change 
His purpofci or, to gratify the ambition or the avarice 
of an hypocrite, fuffer thofe to be curfed, whom he 
had a litde before declared to be blefled ? Or, what 
bufinefs have we to deliberate, when our duty has 

been once determined? If we would maintain and 

• 

prove our integrity, we muft put away with abhor¬ 
rence the very firft difpofition to fin. If we b^in 
to dally with temptation, our enemy has gained an 
advantage, and it is probable we fhall be overcome, 
for we are willing to yield. And if we call about 
for pretences to do that, which we know to be wrong, 
wha: wonder if we be left to our own way, and then 
prevail upon ourfelves to think it right ? 

Accordingly, Balaam obtained the leave which he 
had defired. The Lord permitted him, if called on, 
to go with the ambaffadors upon this infamous fervice, 
ftill charging him to aft agreeably to the direftions 
he fliould receive. It is obvious, that the allowance 
was granted in dilpleafure: as God lpeaks concern¬ 
ing the Jews, who had call off his government, and 
eagerly folicited a ruler to be placed over them, like 
the other nations of the world, " I gave thee a king 

in mine anger*.”-O let us pray, that we may 

not be abandoned *to the devices of our own hearts* 
and therefore, that God would defeat our purpofes, 
• Hof. xiii. II. 
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and obftruft our path, rather than fuller us to tak? 
one ftep contrary to his will! But if we are fecrctly 
wilhing for a licence to gr^fy fome proud, covetous, 
luftful, or malicious difpofition, it matters not that 
we confult God, or profels a determination to do as 
He would have usi for fo did Balaam. With fuch 
a temper, not the ntoft conftant attention to the forms 
pf religion, not the ftrongeft pretences to fei-vency in 
devotion, will avail any thing. Reipe fling men of this 
charadler, the Lord God faith, " Should I be enquired 
of at all by tliem*?” Qr, agreeably to Iris condufl 
in the inftance we are confidering. He may grant 
them the permifllon they defire; as if, to fatisfy, their 
hypocritical fcruples. He Ihould reply, “ Go, and 
afl as you pleafe; it fnall be according to your own 
mind.” 

Balaam readily catched at the opportunity offered 
himj for, without waiting to be called, he rofe up in 
hafte, probably big with the expectations of preferment, 
and accompanied the princgs of Moab to their own land. 
But behold, he was fuddenly ftoppeql upon the road: 
for the Lord would not fuffer him to proceed with¬ 
out a lignal teftimony of his dilpleafure. " God’s, 
anger was kindled, becaufe he went; and the Angel of 
the Lord flood in the way for an adverfary againft 
himf.” After fome violent and fruidefs efforts to, 
pufh forward thebeafl, upon which he rode, " he was 
rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb afs, fpeaking with 
man’s voice, forbad the madnefs of the prophet J.” 
This was a ftriking appearance, a m^ Angular mi- 

• Ezek. xiv. 3. f Num. xxii 22, ^ 2 Pet. ii. 16. 
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racle indeed. An animal, of all others the moft ftupid, 
was made ufe of, to reprove the wife of the earth. 
Still he was intent upon purfuing his journey, till “ the 
Lord opened his eyes, and he faw the Angel of the 
Lord ftanding in the way, and his fword drawn in 
his hand,” as if prepared to deftroy him. And the 
Angel faid, “ Behold, I went out to withftand thee, 
becaufe tliy way is perverfe before me.” The dread 
of fuch an enemy, armed with vengeance, ftruck him 
to tlie ground, and extorted from him a confeffion of 
his guilt, and a conditional propofal of quitting his 
purpofe: " I have finned: now therefore if it difpleafe 
tlice,*! will get me back again.” In this pretended 
humiliation it appeared, that he was unwilling to re¬ 
nounce tlie objedl before him, a§ if he were ftill afking 
leave to go forward. Why elfe Ihould he reply, “ If 
it dilpleafe thee?” Could it be a matter of doubt, 
when die Lord had to exprefsly declared his anger 
againft him ? Permifllon, therefore, was granted him, 
as before} his way was no longer “ fenced up diat he 
could not pafsi” but he was told that he might pro¬ 
ceed according to his defire. At the fame time he was 
warned, that his hopes of promotion might be difap- 
pointed, inafmuch as a reftraint would be laid upon 
him, and words put into his mouth. With fuch an 
allowance, then, he profecuted his journey. 

Ah! how many, like Balaam, cry out “ I have 
finned,” through the dread of punilhment, while they 
fee the flaming /word of juftice ready to cut them 
down! How many promife amendment, if they cannot 
be faved without it, and teftify, by dieir hefitation, 

that 
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that die love of fin retains its full power widiin them I 
They fay perhaps, " I will get me back againi” but 
their hearts are unchanged, becaufe they ftill deliberate 
about the neccffity of quitting their evil courfes, and,, 
if all prohibitions were removed, would gladly purfue 
their iniquity. ^ 

It is enquired. What blame was there in Balaam, 
fmce he afted agreeably to the leave that was given 
him ? The fame that there is in drunkards and adul¬ 
terers, when they greedily run after their relpeilive 
Jchemes of villany, againft the conviftions of their- 
own minds, and obftinately continue therein, fo long 
as the Lord puts no reftraints upon them. They, 
are allowed to do as they pleafe: that is, will, 
not force them to abandon their wicked purpqfes; bufi 
He lias fufficiently manifefted his difapprobationi and 
their fin is not the lefs heinous, if He does not inter¬ 
pole to prevent it. , 

Yet in Balaam we do not difcover, at the firft, an 
avowed contempt of God. He probably flattered 
himfelf that he was upnght, becaufc he ftill profeffed 
a refolution of not going contrary to his duty. When 
the king of Moab met him, he declared with great 
firmnefs, “ Lo, I am come unto thee : have I now 
any power at all to,/ay any thing? The word that 
God putteth in my mouth, that fhall I Ipeak.” Many 
coftly lacrifices were offered up, and various prepara¬ 
tions made, to propitiate the God of Ifrael, v/ho con- 
defcended to vifit Balaam, and fuggefted the propheti¬ 
cal fpecch he was to utter*. , Npr did the Mag^ciaii 

• Num. xnu. i, &c. 
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or conc&A tfje mclik^, wMfch it pkafect 
God' to fehd by Wm. rfe returned to Balak, and 
frohounctd a benediftion,^ not a curie, upon Ifrael^ 
cxprciSrig his moft eamidl dcfire, that " he might die 
the death of the righteous, and that his kft end might 
be like his.” 

Some of thefe circuniftances feem to reprdcnt him 
?n a favourable light. But why did he not immedi¬ 
ately quit the horrid purpofe, and ftart with abhorrence 
from any forther attempts of imprecating evil upon 
the people, whom God had again affirmed to be tlie 
pe<^le of his choice, and the objefts of his love? 
Herein the hypocrite is detected. He was willing to 
keep fair with Balak, that he might yet receive froiri 
him " the wages of unrighteoufncfsj” and thereforcj 
though conftraincd to confefs the'bleflednefs of Ifraeh 
to admire, and praile, and envy them, he fet himfelfj 
at the requeft of the king, to feek for enchantments 
againft them. This was none other than the moft 
impious mockery of God,- under the pretence of con- 
Rilring his will. For what did he, but ftrive, by one 
method after another, to find that to be corififtent with 
his duty, which, he was allured, was moft dilpleafing 
to God ? With a femblance of devotion (for he offered 
facrifices, and retired in order "to rncct the Lord) hb 
was folicirihg permiffion to curie diofe, whom he kneW 
to be the favourites of Heaven, that he might not 
be difappointed of his own covetoils and ambitious 
deilgns. 

This^ is indeed* a Seteftable, yet not an' uiicommon,- 
charafter. Many, who would ftart back with horror 

from 
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from an avowed determination to fin, and who profefi 
an unfhaken refolotton to obey the divine commanc^ 
whatever it may be, yet ftcrctly wifh for opporttmi- 
ties of gratifying dieir ungodly defires, and c*ercife 
riieir ingenuity to make fuch a licence appear law¬ 
ful. Various pleas are urged, to juftify that whitfh 
the mind is fet upon. Though the thing itfelf be 
clearly forbidden, and acknowledged to be Wro%, yef 
it is alleged, “ We are under peculiar circumftances' 
of temptation i—In our cafe it may be allowable, at 
leaft for a particular puipofe, to tranfgrefs; and no 
bad confequertces, perhaps, may enfuej—*we alk for 
the liberty only on this occafion j—^and, if we ftould 
be blamable, our future life will fufficiently atofle for 
it.” What paltry excufes are thefe! And yet thefe, or 
fuch as thefe, are ofFefed continually, in order to vin-* 
dicate or extenuate a£ts of opprelEon, intemperanCcy^ 
uncleannefs, and other vile praiftices. But furely they 
betray an unfound heart, defiitute of every good 
principle. ^ 

Both the Magician, and die king who confulted 
him, were confounded in their fehemes and expedia-' 
dons*. Enchantments were tried in vain. The Lord 
God declared again and again, by the mouth of the 
foothiayer, that Ifrael was bleiied, and conftrained hint 
to confirm the benetfiftion; till Balak’s anger was 
kindled, and he cried out, with marks of vehement 
indignation, " I called thee to curie mine enemies, and, 
behold, thou hail altogether blefied them thefe three 
times* Therefore now flee thou to thy place; 1 
* Num. xxiv. t. Sec. 
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thought to promote thee unto great honour; but, loj 
the Lord hath kept thee back from honour;” This 
was^ evidently, a fore difappointment to Balaam; and 
yet he was compelled to ^erfevere in admiring the 
^ppinels of Ifrael* and, under the powerful influence 
of the Spirit of prophecy, he foretold the future pro-- 
4 )erity and eytenfive dominion of that people. In 
thefe prediftions, among other veiy interefting and 
diftant events in the Jewifh hiftory, we meet with 
a clear declaration of the coming of our glorious 
Redeemer (under the defeription of “ the Star of 
Jacob and tire Sceptre of Pfrael”) and of the fpiri- 
tual kingdom, which lie would eflablifh in the 
earth," to the utter deftrudtion of all who fhould 
refill him*. 

Do‘ 

$ 

. • “ I ftiall fee him, but not now; I lhall behold him, but not 
high; there fhall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre lhall rife 
out of Ifrael, and lhall fmlte the corners of Moab, and deftroy all 
fhe children cf Sheth. And Edom lhall be a polTelTiori: Seir alfd 
lhall be a poiTelTion for his enemies ; and Ifrael ihall do valiantly; 
Out of Jacob lhall come He . that lhall have dominion, and lhall 
deftroy him that remaineth of the city.” Nam; xxiv. 17—19. 

. This pallage, in its primary and literal meaning, intimates, that 
from the people of Ifrael lliould arife a mighty Prince, who would 
obtain an entire con^ueft and bear rule ovdt the kingdoms of Moab 
and Edom : and it was fulfilled in David; for it is exprefsly re-; 
corded of him, that he finally fubdued thofe nabons, 2 Sam. viii. z, 
14. But, in its full import,-it has invariably been conlidered as 
referring to that illulirious Perfonage, of whom David was a type 
find a progenitor. This explanation is perfeftly confonant to man^ 
oth^r prophecies concerning the Saviour, which, in fimilar Ian* 
guage,defcribe.Him as acquiring dominion over heathpn countries, 
and deftroying the enemies of his Church: and it is obfervable 
that, in feveral of thefe ancient prediftions, fome particular op- 

pofers. 
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Do we wonder at all this? It was certainly ljx)ken 
contrary to the purpofe of the Sorcerer, and is to be 
accounted for only by the immediate interpofition of 
God, for the manifeftation of his own glory. Nor is 
it an uncommon cafe for wicked men to aft in con- 
tradiftion to their wilhes, through an awful impreffion 
of the fear of God, and in fuch a way as to fhew, that 
they arc under His irrefiftible reftraint. Their con- 
feicnces will often compel them to abandon their 
fchemcs, and to fteer a courfe totally oppofite to 
what they had at firft defigned. Or, the apprehen- 
fions of God’s wrath will force them, for a time, 
into a kind of feigned obedience. To thcfe principles 


pofers, as the Moabites and Edomites, are put for the adverla- 
lies of the Lord” in genei^l. Pf. ii. 8; bexii. 8; cx. 6j Ifa. 
xi. 14; XXV. 10. 

Jefus, then, is " the Star” which Balaam foretold 4 " the bright 
and morning Star,” which, through ihe tender mercy of our God 
hath vihted us;” Luke i. yS ; Rev. xxii. 16 : and to Him alib 
“ the Sceptre” of univerfal government is committed. “ He (hall 
have dominion j” for “ He m*ft reign dll he hath put all enemies 
under his feet;” 1 Cor. xv. 25. Balaam looked forward to the 
time of his coming, which is ufually called, as here, verfe 14, 
“ tlie latter daysand concerning Him he faid, ” I lhall fee 
him, but not now; I lhall behold him, but not nighwhich might 
intimate, that His appearance was far removed, and that he Ihonld 
fee Him only by the Spirit of prophecy. But it may alfo refer to 
the fecond advent of the Saviour, when indeed both Balaam and 
every defpUer of His grace " lhall fee him” in his glory,— 
“ lhall behold him, but not lugh 5” for they lhall be driven out 
from him with lhame and confulion, and " be punilhed with 
everlaftiag deftmflion from the prelence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power.” 

Voi.. I. I i 
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we afcribe the formalities of devotion, and the painful 
aufterities, which fome praftife, while, in faft, they 
diflike the whole bufinefs of religion. They will fre¬ 
quently bear an honouraMe teftimony to the Ifrael of 
God, and ftand up in defence of the truth, even fo as 
to fubjed themfelves to much perfecution for jt, and 
yet remain ftrangers to its influence, and averfe from 
its holy precepts. 

It is not, therefore, a fufficient evidence of any real 
integrity in Balaam, that he fpoke well of the people 
of God, and envied their happinefs j that, in the 
views of death, he was more eipecially defirous to be 
numbered with them j or that he received divine com- 
muniottions, “ heard the words of God, knew the 
knowledge of the ihoft High, and faw the vifions of the 
Almighty j” or even, that he could deferibe the cha- 
rader and offices of the great Redeemer. For all 
this is very confiftent with an unrenewed heart, and 
with a fixed, habitual'Iove of fin. There are not a 
few, who are determined to hold faft their iniquity, 
and yet entertain a ftrong regard for truly pious per- 
fons. They dare not, indeed, feparate themfelves 
from the world, like the faithful fervants of Chrifl, 
whom they revere j but when they think of dying, and 
of entering on an eternal ftate, they would gladly part 
with all, to be found in the, company and the condi¬ 
tion of the righteous. This defire, however, has not 
an abiding influence upon them} for they obftinately 
perfift in their covetous or fenfual purfuits. Their 
convidtions, tlien, of what is right will not excufe their 

condud. 
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coftdud, but, rather, aggravate their guilt, and make 
their cafe more hopelefs. 

From the example before us we may alfo learn, that 
we may have fome proper fictions of religion, and be 
able to give good advice to others, without receiving 
any real benefit ourfelves. For, though we fpeak of 
Balaam as a Magician, he profeffed, it fhoukl feem, 
to worlhip the true God, but with a mixture of fuper- 
ftitious and profane arts. The prophet Micah informs 
us, that he preached to BrJak concerning the infulHci.- 
cncy of all external rites and facrifices, and the neccf- 
fityof unfeigned and prafticai godlinefs *. 'I'he king 
of Moab, we are told, enquired what kind of lervice 
would be pleafing to God, and fuppofed that fome 
coftly expiations, or ceremonial methods of recom¬ 
mendation, would apfvver the purpofe. But Balaam, 
like a faithful preacher of righteoufnefs, inftrudled him, 
that God demands from us fomething of greater value 
than all thefe, and that no* offerings can avail any 
thing without a conftant obedience, efpccially in the 
important duties of juftke, mercy, and genuine humi¬ 
lity before God: “ He hath Ihewed thee, O man, 
what is good: and what doth the Lord require of thee, 
but to do juflly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God-j- ?”—^We doubt not, that there 
are many alfb among ourfelves, who may be able to 
deferibe the nature of found religion, and to make 

• Mic.vi. 5—8. 

+ In vindication of this expofition of the paffage, the Author 
refers to Bilhop Butler’s ingenious fermon on the character of 
Balaam. 
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nice and accurate diftindions in its dodtrines, while they 
detedt the ignorance and grofs miftakcs of others, who 
yet fee! nothing in themlelves of the influence of real 
piety. For it fliould be remembered, that godlinefs 
confifts, not fo much in a well-digefted fyftem of right 
notions, as in holy and fpiritual alFedtions, regulating 
the whole condudt. 

Is it thought ftrange, that God Ihould reveal him- 
felf to a wicked man? Yet it is obvious, that by this 
interpofition “ He made his power known,” in a very 
eminent degree, and fpread among the nations the ter¬ 
ror of his people. Nor is it*a Angular cafe. Many, 
befides Balaam, have leen vifions, poflefled miraailous 
gifts, 4nd inftrudted others in their duty, who were 
never reconciled to God. " Saul allb was among the 
prophets.” Judas, that infamous traitor, who in the 
leading feature of his charadler refembled Balaam, was 
a preacher of the gofpe^ wrought miracles, and might, 
probably, be the inftrument of bringing finners to the 
knowledge of the Saviour. Many alfo will plead in 
the laft awful day, before die judgment feat of Chrift, 
“ Lord, Lord, have we not prophefied in thy name ? 
and in thy name call out devils ? and in thy name done 
many wonderful works?” To whom the Judge will 
anlwer, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity*.” 

This, therefore, ftands as a folemn admonition to 
all who profefs Chriftianity, that they truft not to any 
formalities in religion, which they may pra^ife, to any 
privileges with which they may be favoured, or to any 

• Matt. vii. 22, 23. 
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dilcernment or abilities which may procure them efteem 
aad admiration. Ah! what will thefe profit us, if wc 
be proud, covetous, fenfual, or malicious; if “ our 
hearts be not right in the fi^t of God ?” It is poflible, 
that we may poflefs thofe gifts and faculties, which 
wiU be a benefit to odiers, while, through our own 
perverfenefs, they prove a curfe to ourfclves. Vain 
would be the boaft of vifions and revelations from 
heaven: for thefe are no more than Balaam had; and 
yet he remained a Have to one of the vilell paffions, 
and, with inflexible obftinacy, againft all his own coift 
viftions and the folemn warnings he had received, 
continued to oppofe the caufe of God. This will be 
more evident fiom confidering the fcquel of fhe hif- 
tory. 

Though his fehenaes by enchantment failed, and he 
was conftrained to pronounce the divine benediftion 
upon Ifrael, he was ftill unwilling, it Ihould feem, to 
abandon the flattering profped of preferment, and 
therefore caft about for fome other way, in which he 
might gratify the king df Moab, and accompliih his 
wicked purpofe. Herein he fucceeded more effectu¬ 
ally, and betrayed a more thoroughly depraved dilpo- 
fition, than if he had curfed the Ifraelites by any form 
of imprecation, which coifld have been devifed. No 
malediction from him could have been any real injury 
to them, fince God had declared His blefling, and 
would ijpt reverfe it. But Balaam contrived, with di¬ 
abolical fubtlety and malice, to feduce them into the 
practice of iniquity, well knowing that God was their 
^epgth, and tlut nothing but fin could feparate them 

I i 3 frqni 
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from Him. The young Moabitifh women, being in- 
ftrudled by his advice to lay fnarcs for the men of 

Ifrael, allured them to the commiffion of lewdnefs, and 

• 

then of idolatiy. The confequences were moft awful 
indeed, and we are exprelsly allured, that Balaam was 
the main inftrument in planning and promoting the 
horrid bullnefs *. 

Ah! how many, of moft eminent charafter, have 
fillen by the enticements of immodeft women 1 We 
have another lamentable inftance of the dreadful ef- 
of incontinency, in Solomon, who therefore warns 
us from his own painful experience, “ The lips of a 
ftrange woman drop as an honey-comb, and her mouth 
is fmoother than oil: but her end is bitter as worm¬ 
wood, lliarji as a two-edged fword: Let not thine 
heart decline to her ways, go not aftray in her paths: 
For flic hath call down many wounded, yea many 
ftrong men have been ll^in by her: Her houfe is the 
way to Hell, going down to the chambers of deathf.” 
—If We, then, would efcape the danger, we muft 
not only “ flee fornication,”''but avoid the company 
of thofe, who, by their licentious principles or wanton 
behaviour, may tempt us to the fm. 

But we look with peculiar deteftation on the con- 
duift of Balaam, who was the counfellor in this iniqui¬ 
tous tranlaftion. We know not, by what bafe artifice 
he could reconcile it to his confcience. But the love 
of gain overcame him: and there are thofe, fear, 
among ourfelves, who “ run greedily after the error of 

* Num. XXV. I, 2. xxxi. 16. Rcy.ii. 14, 
t frov. V, 3, 4. vii. 25—27, 

Balaam 
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Balaam for reward*.” From various motives, in¬ 
deed, men are endeavouring to corrupt others, and in 
that refpeft, are the agents and imitators of Satan, 
whofe chief employment Is to contrive and recom¬ 
mend fchemes of wickednefs. Great zeal is difcovered, 
in every place, to feduce thofe, who appear truly de¬ 
voted to God: and it is generally fuppoled, that the 
moft efFeftual method is to allure them by vain plca- 
fures and fenfual gratifications. But may we not alk 
the feducer, “ What complicated fin are you guilty of?” 
Do you pretend a friendlhip for thofe, whom you ace 
tempting to tranfgrefs ?* Alas! you are praftifing the 
very worft cruelty, of which you are capable; you are 
ftudying to deftroy them for ever. As far, tlierefore, 
as in you lies, you are committing murder, and that 
of the moft heinous kind: and when God lhall reckon 
•with you, you will'' lament and howl” for the wicked 
counfels you are now giving. 

It remains only, that we remark the clofe of Ba¬ 
laam’s hiftory. What, but the moft miferable conclu- 
fion, could be expeftefl, as he had afted lb incon- 
fiftendy with his avowed principles, in deliberate and 
firm oppofition to God and his confcience? Though 
he had pronounced the Ifraelites the blefled of the 
Lord, he continued to fcek their deftruftion. He had 
drawn them into the moft flagrant offences, which 
brought down the heavy judgments of God upon 
them i ,and ftill, it Ihould feem, he perfifted in aiding 
and encouraging the Moabites to make war againft 
^em. For when, by the divine comm^, thole de- 

• Jude II. 
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termined enemies of God and his people were put to 
the fword, the Syrian foothfayer was found in their 
company, and fl^n in the general maliacre. Vain 
were his defires to ** die the death of the righteous,” 
fince he maintained his communications with the 
wicked j and therefore he taken away with the 
tranlgreffors by the juft vengeance of an angry God*» 
How folemn is the warning which this hiftory fug- 
gefts! It is poflible, we fee, to have a fort of religion, 
which may procure us efteem, and yet leave us under 
the influence of the vileft affections, expofed to the 
wrath of God. We perceive, from the character be¬ 
fore us, that men may impofe upon themfelves by the 
moft ingenious fubdeties, to their own eternal ruin. 
They may form the belt wilhes and refolutions, and 
yet advance no forther. They,may be tempted by 
the wages of unrighteoufnefs” to do what in their 
confciences they utterly condemn. They may have fe- 
rious droughts about dfeath, and ftrong defires to be 
numbered with the Ifrael of God, elpecially in “ their 
laft end:” and yet, being companions of fools, they are 
deftroyed for ever.—^But " fuch as are of a contrite 
Ipii it,” though deftitute of the admired abilities which 
many hypocrites poflefs, ought not tp be difeouraged 
by this awful example. Their godly forrow for fin, 
dieir earneft cries for mercy, their unfeigned devotedr 
nefs to God, are the moft unequivocal marks in their 
favour, which *f the double-minded” cannot attain, 
and which are infinitely preferable to the fineft en¬ 
dowments and moft «lplendid talents. 

V* Nam. xxxi. $. Jo(h. xiii. 22. 

It 



B A 1 A A U. 489 

It will become us all to examine our own ftate and 
charafirer, to be faithful to our conviAions, to profe- 
cute our pious intentions, and to watch over our own 
hearts, left the good impreflions, now made upon 
them, ftiould be effaced through floth, or worldly 
cares, or fenfual gratifications. Let us look around, 
and obferve, who are the people in whom God de¬ 
lights, and with whom we fliould choofe to have our 
portion for ever; With Them let us endeavour to 
cultivate a familiar intercourlc, as &r as our circum- 
ftances will permit. Why do we " halt between two 
opinions ?” After a fuU deliberation, let us be deter- 
mmed and fixed} and having " counted the coft,” 
let us abide the confequences, whatever they may be. 
Do we dread die thought of perifhing, as Balaam did? 
Let us devote ouilelves to God in his Covenant^ 

without partiality and without hypocrilySo will 
He keep us from falling, aod prefent us to himfelfi 
unblamable in holinefs through Jcfi|s Chrift. 


JOSHUA. 



490 


SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


JOSHUA. 

CHAP. XV. 

SECT. I. 

JcJhtia, raijed up for great fervkes—his attendance on 
Mofes—appointed to fucceed him—encouraged by divine 
promijes—led the people thro" Jordan—invejled and con¬ 
quered Jericho—fubdued Ai—-vindicated in his deftruc- 
tion 0^ the Canaanites—regulated the government and 
divine Jervice~—his Jolemn exhortations before his 
death—a pattern to magiflrates and majlers of fa¬ 
milies. 

The providence of Qod has in no inftance been 
more fignally difplayed, than in the peculiar care 
which He has exercifed over his Church from one 
age to another. To this caufe alone we afcribe the 
prefervation and continuance of that favoured fociety, 
amidft all the commotions which have happened on the 
earth. Many attempts have been made, at different 
times, to extirpate it; and it has frequently been, to 
all human apprehenfion, in danger of being utterly 
deftroyed; But our fears are quieted, while we hear a 
gracious voice proclaiming, “ I the Lord do keep it, 
I will water it every moment; left any hurt it, I wift 
keep it night and day The ferious and attentive 

• Ifa. xxvii. 3. 
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reader of the fcriptures will feel the truth of thcfe ob- 
fcrvations, with a mixture of devout admiration, gra¬ 
titude, and praife. 

We are then more efpecially difpofed to tremble 
for the ark of God,” when v/e perceive the perfon 
removed, to whom the chief care of it was committed. 
But we ought to remember, that “ The Lord reign- 
eth;”- that “ He has the refidue of the Spirit}” that 
he never wants means to accomplifh his purpofe, and 
therefore, though One of peculiar eminence and ufe- 
fulnefs in the Church may be taken away, it is eafy 
for Him to raife up another, who fhall abundantly 
fupply the lofs. Let us be fatisfied to leave the de¬ 
fence of his own Ifrael to Him. 

While we were contemplating the charadler of 
Mofes, we beheld that aftonifhing difpenfation, the 
deliverance of the whole nation of the Hebrews from 
the bondage of Egypt, their paflage through the Red 
fea, and their miraculous fupport and guidance in the 
wildernefs for forty years. This indeed was “ the 
Lord’s doing} and it is marvellous in our eyes.” But 
Mofes was employed as the chief, we had almoft faid as 
the only, inftrument of executing the wondrous plan ; 
for the entire regulation of every thing was committed 
to him. Our fears, then, were excited, upon the re¬ 
moval of that illuftrious perfon before the grand de- 
fign was perfected. While the Ifraelites were yet on 
the other fide of Jordan, and had not entered the pro- 
mifedland} while they were juft preparing to attack 
their ftrongeft and moft formidable enemies} in that 
very critical and dangerous fttuation, their leader and 

commander 
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commander was taken from them,- and we were ready 
tp afk. What now will become of Ifrael? Upon whom 
lhall the important and arduous charge devolve ? Who 
lhall go in and out befor^ the great congregation? 
Who lhall be able to reftrain their perverfe and rebel¬ 
lious fpirit, maintain the authority of a governor 
among them, or conduft them fortli to war againft all 
the powerful nations of Canaan ? 

Alas ! we are ever prone to be hafly in our conclu- 
fions, through our fliortfightednefs and unbelief. Why 
^uld we doubt the exertions of an omnipotent, faith- 
fol, and gracious God, on beRalf of his people ? Who 
was it, that raifed up Mofes for their deliverance, and 
fitted Rim for every fervice to which he was called ? 
Was it not He, whofc “ hand is not Ihortened?” 
And is not He fufficient to fupply the neceffities of his 
Church ? Behold, therefore, as a mark of his atten¬ 
tion to them, a fucceflor was appointed, and Jolhua^ 
who had been previoufly qualified, was nominated by 
the Lord himfelf to undertake the charge, and to Hand 
jin the place of Mofes. 

The hiftory of this man of God, whofe chwafter 
we are now to contemplate, is contained chiefly in the 
book which bears his name, written probably by him- 
felf. Here, though we read of batdes and conqucfts, 
in which we may feem to have no concern, we lhal| 
perceive fome of the divine perfedlaons dilplayed and 
excrcifed in a very eminent degree. The power of 
God is exhibited, altering the courfe erf” nature for die 
defence of his people j His juftice, taking fignal ven¬ 
geance on die wicked inlubittmts of Canaan, when 
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tliey had filled up the meafure of their iniquities} His 
veracity, giving the Ilraelites the pofleflion of Canaan^ 
in completion of his promifes and his holy Covenant} 
and His grace and mercy, encouraging and affifting 
them in all their difficulties, till he had granted them 
reft and deliverance from their enemies. Thele events 
were accompli fned by the hand of Jofhua, who will 
appear to us, in the whole of the tranfaftions, as a 
perlbn of fingular excellence and abilities. But our 
regard muft be raifed higher tlian to Jofhuar for we 
lhall behold the Lord God of Hofts determining, as 
it were in a vifible manner, the iffiies of war, and 
“ dividing to the nations their inheritance.” May we 
learn to fear, and tnift, and love ‘‘ the God o? Ifrael, 
who only doeth wondrous things!” And fi-om an 
admiration and exptfrience of his goodnefs, may we 
fay, “ Bleffed be his glorious name for ever; and let 
the whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen and 
Amen!” 

In the books of Exodus and Numbers we oblcrvc 
Joftiua placed in fuch a fituation, and employed on 
fuch a bufinefs, as gradually prepared and fitted him 
for his important office: and in general we remark, 
that the Lord, who perfedUy knows his own plans from 
the beginning, fixes his people in early life amongft 
thofe connexions, which may qualify them for their 
future defignation. Jofhua was the fervant, the con- 
ftant attendant, and the intimate companion of Moles, 
throughout the forty years of their pilgrimage j and it 
is probable, that he reaped very great advantages from 
the inftruXions, example, and prayers of that eminent 

prophet. 
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prophet. It was Jofhua, who fought with and con¬ 
quered Amalekj while die hands of Mofes were held 
up with importunate fupplications for him *. To 
him was the peculiar honour granted, of going up 
with Mofes to the mount of God, where he abode in 
a ftate of devout retirement for forty days, though it 
fliould feem that he was not received into the cloud f. 
From this inftance, then, we learn, that valour and 
prowels in arms are not inconfiftent with the moft fer¬ 
vent piety. The famG..perfon may diftinguifh himfelf 
on the field of battle in the fervice of his country, and 
maintain the moft familiar intercourfc with God. He, 
who had “ difcomfited Amalek with the edge of the 
fword,’' difcovered an inceflant regard to the duties of 
religion: “he departed notout of the tabernacle J.” 
Probably, he had the eare and'diredbion of it, and 
dwelt either in or near to the holy place. 

During his attendan(;e upon Mofes, when he had 
obferved two of the feventy elders prophefying in the 
camp, as he conceived, without a proper authority, or 
in an irregular manner, he was difpleafed and faid, 
“ My lord Mofes, forbid them§.” This might 
arife frpm a mifguided zeal, and a ftrong attachment 
to his matter, whofe reputation, he might be afraid, 
would fuffer by the growing popularity of others. Nor 
ihould we wonder to fee even good men, at times, 
betray the fymptoms of bigotry, pride, and envy. 

He was fent upon the deputation to take a furvey 
of the land of Cana^j and when the reft of the Ipies 

• Exod. xvii. 9—13. f xxiv. 13. xxxli. 17. 

} xxxiii. 11. § Num. xi 28. 
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returned with a moft unfavourable report, whereby 
the Ifraelites were fo terrified as to refufe to profecute 
their march, Jolhua difcovered a fingular firrnnels and 
courage. He joined with ,Caleb-in ;dppofir^ their 
perverfe Ipirit, and reprefented the conquelt iof the 
country as not only prafticable, but eafy, if they would- 
faitlifiilly cleave unto die Lord. As a bold advocate 
for God, he cried out, in the very face of an enraged 
multitude, “ Only rebel not ye againft the Lord, nei¬ 
ther fear ye the people of the land i for they are bread 
for us: their defence is departed from them, and the 
Lord is witii us: fear tliAn not*.” This he did at the 
hazard of his life; for he would have been inflantly 
Honed to death, througli the fury of the people, hail 
not the Lord interpofcd to deliver him. For his zeal 
upon that occafion it,was promifed, that he and bis af- 
fociate alone fhould enter into Canaan. So true is it, 
“ Them that honour God, Fie will honour f.” 

When Moles, being apprized of his dillblution, with 
much importunity intreated the Lord to provide him a 
fuccelTbr, who fhould be competent for the ofiice, 
“ that the congregation of the Lord might not be as 
fheep which have no fhcpherd,” Jolhua was appointed 
by a divine commiffion to the important fei-vicej:. 
He was then fet apart for his very arduous employ¬ 
ment by a public ordination: Molt-s placed him be¬ 
fore the priell, put his hands upon him, and gave 
him a Iblemn charge, as from God himfelf, in the 
prefence of the whole affembly. Thefe afFcding 

l^um. xiv. 9. t * Sam, ii, 30, J Num, xxvii. 18, &c. 
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cernnonies were defig^ed to imprefs the Ifraelites 
vdth an awe, wldch might difpofe them to receive, 
reverence, and obey him as their Governor, and at the 
fame time to ini|Hre him with zeal and fortitude for 
his work. For thus faid the Jewifh Legiflator, when 
taking his laft leave d'him: “ Bcftrong and of a good 
courage: for thou mull go with this people unto the 
land which the Lord hath fworn unto their fathers to 
give them; and diou flialt caufe them to inherit it. 
And the Lord, He it is that doth go before thee, he 
will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forfake 
thee; fear not, neither be dilmayed*.” 

Ytit% before Upon the removal of Mofes, Jolhua, 
chrift, 14^. being invefted with the command of all If- 
racl, as the minifter of God, and by His exprefs call 
and direftion, entered on his poftf. And here, we 
lhall have reafon to admire his faithfolnefs, diligence, 
and perfeverance, his continual dependence upon God 
and entire devotednefe to His glory, from his firft ap¬ 
pointment to the very day, when he laid down his 
oiHce and his life together. * 

We need not obferve, that the talk afligned him 
was great and difficult. It is obvious, that he mull 
perceive many caufes of difeouragement; fuch as, the 
perverfencls and obltinacy of the nation who were 
committed to his government, the number and the 
ftrengdi of the enemies he had to contend with, and 
lus own unworthii^ls and infufficicncy for fo immdnfe 
an undertaking. But the fpecial fummons, given him 
from Heaven, were enough to over-rule evei^ objec- 

* Deot. xxxi. 7, 8. t Joih. i. i. Sec. 
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tion t and the moft gracious affurances of favour and 
affiftance were added, in order to infpire him with a 
holy confidence. For thus faid the Lord, “ d'here 
fhall not any man be able to ftand before thee all the 
days of thy life: as I was with Mofes, fo will I be with 
thee: I will not fail thee, nor forfake thee: only be 
tliou ftrong and very courageous.” But, that he might 
“ make his way profperous, and have good fuccefs,” 
he was ftriftly charged to pay a conftant attention to 
the whole law of God, and to meditate therein day and 
night. 

May not We alfo derive inftruiSlion from Jofliua’s 
commiffion? For, under the various difficulties which 
obftruft our path, and feem to forbid our entrance 
into Canaan, we are fupported and comforted by the 
exceeding great and precious promifes” of a faithfol 
God. If we are truly devoted to Him in his Cove¬ 
nant, He is as exprefsly engaged to us, as he was to 
Jofhua; and under this Almighty proteftion we are 
no left fecure, and may be no lefs confident, than the 
Jewifh Captain. For the very declaration, addreffed 
to him, is applied to Believers in general; “ I will 
never leave thee, nor forfake thee:” So that we may 
boldly fay, “ The Lord is my helper, and I will not 
fear what man fhall do unto me*.” But we alfo, like 
Jofhua, muft attend to the divine command, arid 
make the facred oracles our invariable guide and con¬ 
ftant companion, if we expedt the prefence and blcfT- 
ing of the Lord. We do not wonder, that fome, who 
profefs to follow Chrift, are overcome, and that many 
♦ Hsb. xiii. j, 6. 
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faint in the fpiritual conflidl, becaufe they neglefb th<! 
book of inipiration, and are at no pains to know what 
God would have them to do.. 

Thus being appointed tb his office, inftnKJted, and 
encouraged to difeharge the duties of it, Joffiua de¬ 
layed not, but prepared the people for their paflage 
over Jordan. The neceffary orders were ilTued out 
for the purifying of the hofl, that they might be wait¬ 
ing, with a holy folemnity, for the Lord’s miraculous 
interpofition in their favour. Spies alfo were font to 
talce a view of the land, efpecially of Jericho, the town 
which ftood firft on the c6nfines of Canaan; and, 
upon their report, the whole army removed, and en¬ 
camped by the river*. And here we behold a won¬ 
derful exercife of faith: for, though there were no 
human means for thejr conveyance over Jordan, (which 
at that foafon of the year overflowed all its banks to a 
very wide extent) Jofliua believed God, that He wouW 
“ make a way,” as lie had done in a former inftance, 
“ for the ranfomed to pals over,” and with the ut- 
moft confidence exhorted the Ifraelites to expeft it. 
The command was given, that the priefts bearing the 
ark of the Lord (wliicli was the lymbol of His pre¬ 
fence and Covenant) fliould advance the foremoft, as 
a guide and fccurity to all the congregation, who were 
direfted to follow. W hen, therefore, the minifters of 
the Lord came to the brink of Jordan, the waters 
divided, and admitted them into the channel, as on 
dry ground. The people were then encouraged to 
tread in their llepSi and with perfeft fafety they went 

• Jolh. ii. & iii. i, &c. 

through 



JOSHUA. 499 

through the river, while the very waves formed a wall 
of defence unto them. The priefts, who carried the 
ark, halted by the divine injunftion in the midft of 
Jordan, nor removed from their place, till all the 
company of the Ifraelites were landed on the other 
fide*. This circumftance was intended to confirm 
their faith, as a token of their prefervation through 
the deep: for the Lord thus pledged himfelf, as it were, 
for their protection: His ark muft perifh, before an 
Ifraelite can be deftroyed. 

We alfo have the fame guidance and fecurity: 
“ The Lord of the whble cardi,” who conducted 
tiiem, has promifed to be with us. And if He be 
pleafed to accompany us, we need not fear to gb for¬ 
wards; though many difficulties, as formidable as the 
waters of Jordan, may withftand our progrefs. Do 
you follow the ark? Then hear tlut merciful decla¬ 
ration, which is addreffed to you, “ When thou pafleft 
through the waters, I will be with thee : and through 
the rivers, they lhall not overflow thee j-.*’ In 
dependence on the faitl^ulnefs of God, you may 
walk with confidence “ through tlie valley of the fha- 
dow of Death,” becayfe He is with you, and has en¬ 
gaged for your fafe arrival in the heavenly Canaan. You 
have an invincible defence in the Covenant of grace. 

Salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks;^.” 
He interpofes himfelf between you and danger, and 
fays, for your encouragement in the midft of troubles, 
« Becaufe I live, ye fhall live alfo||.” 


* Jofli. iv. 10, &c. 
J xxvi. I. 
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In this amazing difpenfation, we perceive a fingiilaf 
hpnour put upon Jofhua. The Lord admitted him 
to familiar converfe, and, by making him the inftru- 
ment of performing thefe*wonders, fecured to him the 
reverence and obedience of all the people. “ On that 
day the Lord magnified Jofhua in the fight of all 
Ifrael; and they feared him, as they feared Mofes all 
the days of his life.” At his word the priefts quitted 
tlieir ftation in the channel of Jordan, and brought up 
the ark of the Lord; when, inftantly, the ftreams re¬ 
turned to their accuftomed place, and flowed over all 
the banks, as before. Jofhlia, then, appeared as the 
minifler of Jehovah, throughout the whole of this 
tranllftion ■, and the praife is due, not to the man, but 
to Him, who has all nature at his command, and em¬ 
ploys all creatures as he pleafss, to execute his own 
purpofe. What cannot He accomplifli? What is he 
not difpofed to bellow upon thofe who ferve him? 
Or, what may they not expedl at his hands? We have 
feen, that He can draw rivers out of the flinty rocks, 
and turn the deep w'aters in^o dry ground. 

So fignal an inteipofition demanded from the Ifrael- 
ites the warmefl: acknowledgments, and deferved to be 
had in remembrance by their poflerity, who might 
hereby be encouraged to trull, and love, and glorify 
the God, who had done fo great things for their na¬ 
tion. To commemorate the event, then, Jolliua was 
direfted to fet up a monument, compofed of twelve 
Hones taken out of the midll of Jordan, which might 
be a public and perpetual memorial of the divine power 
and mercy exerted on the behalf of Ifrael, and tranfmir 

foim?' 
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Ibme important inflruftions to fucceeding generations. 
—And are not We under equal obligations to cele¬ 
brate the loving kindnefs of our God? For “ He 

• 

hath done marvellous things,” for his Church in 
general, and for ourfolves in particular. Do wc not 
look back, with devout and grateful aftonifhment, on 
the many gracious dilpenfations of Providence in our 
favour ? Shall we not raifo a pillar, with an infcrip- 
tion to the praife of our God, who has condudcd us 
through innumerable dangers and diftrefles, in lb won¬ 
derful a way ? For “ hitherto the Lord hath helped 
us,” as much as he did his faints of old. O the 
grofs ftupidity and bafe ingratitude of men, who per¬ 
ceive not His hand, and will not acknowledge His 
goodnefs in their frequent deliverances! 

Is it enquired, WHat became of Jolhua, upon his 
triumphant entrance into Canaan? After the various 
miracles, which the Lord had jvrought for Ifrael, and 
by which he had folly teftified, that they afted under 
His exprefs diredlion and commiflion, we might have 
expedted that all the nations would immediately fub- 
mit themfelves unto them. For furely it is vain, as 
well as wicked, to fight againft thofe, whom the Lord 
of Hofts has promifed to preferve, and empowered to 
conquer. I'he Canaanitcs, indeed, were ftruck with 
terror; as the Ipies, who had been fent to Jericho, 
reported, that a general confternation had taken place 
among them*. But when they heard, how the waters 
of Jordan had been divided, “ their heart melted, 
neither was there fpirit in them any nwre bccaulc of 

• lofh. ii. 24. 
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the children of Ifrael*.” And yet they prepared for 
oppofition. In them, therefore, we have an awful 
reprefentation of the ftate 9 f fihners, who harden them- 
felves againft God, and maintain a prefumptuous eon- 
flift, though they know that they cannot prolper. 
Not unfrequently, they feel an apprehenfion of that 
tremendous deftruftion which awaits them, and trem¬ 
ble through the forebodings of it: yet they do not re¬ 
pent, but rather are the more defperate in their evil 
courfes, and rulh on, as it were with fteady purpofe, 
to meet their damnation. 

Jofhua, then, had nothing to expe6t but die moft 
determined refiftance. But, before he girded himfelf' 
for the battle, he made a folemn ftand upon his en¬ 
trance into Canaan, and, in the divine ordinances, re¬ 
newed the dedication of himfelf ^nd the people to the 
Lx>rd. The facraments of circumcifion and the pafT- 
overwere adminiftered,,and thus, while they profelTed 
their entire devotednefs to God, they fought his blefC- 
ing and protedlion. Then ^they received immediate 
proofs of his faithfulnefs: they began to eat the pro¬ 
duce of the country} and the manna, with v{hich they 
had been miraculoufly fupplied till that time, being no 
longer wanted, ceafed.—An attention to religious in- 
ftitutions is, in all fituations, neceflary, but particu¬ 
larly fo in the profpedt of difficulties, and upon the 
undertaking of any important bufinefs. Our firft ap¬ 
plication ftiould be to God, if we would prolper in the 
way wherein he fends us. We alfo, as well as his an-. 
cient faints, are favoured with facrament? Pf Ws ap-. 

• Jolh. V, I, fcc, 
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pointment, which are the feals of his Covenant: let 
us beware of neglefting them; and, in the devout life 
of the means which he hath ordained, let us make a 
frelh and unfeigned furreAder of ourfelvcs to Him, 
looking for the completion of his promife. 

The Lord will be found of them who wait for him. 
Jolhua, therefore, was allured of the divine regard, by 
an exprels melTage from Heaven. While he was tak¬ 
ing a liirvey of J ericho, he was furprifed with a bright 
appearance: The Lord Jehovah, the great “Angel 
of the Covenant,” prefented himfelf to the Jewilh 
leader, as a man of waf, and declared, that he was 
come for the defence of Ifrael, as “ Captain of the 
Lord’s hoft Jolhua, probably, might be filled 
with diftrelling apprehenfions, when he beheld the 
well-fortified city, wjiich trufted in the ftrength of its 
walls and bulwarks, and feemed to bid defiance to 
every alTault. The Lord, therefore, who knows all 
the wants and the fears of his‘people, vouchfafed moll 
feafonably to fupport and encourage his fervant. “ See,” 


* It is evident, that the perfon, who revealed himfelf to Jolhua, 
was fuperior to any created Being. For He fuifered Jolhua to 
worlhip him, and commanded him (as Jehovah did Mofes at the 
burning bulli) to put off bis Ihoes, in token of the divine pre¬ 
fence; and He is alfo exprefsly called The Loan, or Jehovah, 
vi. 2. The Angel, then, whom Jolhua faw, is “ the Angel of 
the Covenant,’’ whole appearance at different times to the ancient 
Patriarchs might intimate his future incarnation. It was He, who 
^onverfed with Mofes, and conduced the Ifraelites through the 
wildernefs; and the title which he here affumed of “ Captain of 
the Hoft of the Lord,” is perfefUy fuiuble the defeription of 
the ^avipur,~$ee the next feflion. 
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faid He, " I have given into dijne hand Jericho, and 
the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour*.” 

But how fhall the fiege be conduced? The reducr 
tion of this proud fortrefs* was intended, in a fignaj 
manner, to difplay the power of God on the behalf of 
Ifraelj and yet die mode of attack was fo contrived, 
as to prove the faith and obedience both of Joftiua 
and of all his army. The dirediions were given fronj 
the Lord himfelf. It was ordered, that a folemn pro- 
ceflion Ihould be made round about Jericho, by all 
the armed men, and by feven priefts before the ark of 
the Covenant blowing with’feven trumpets of rams 
horns, and that die rearward Ihould follow the ark. 
The fame method was to be ufed, once in each day, 
for a week together j with this only difference, that 
on the laft of die feven days it wa^^ to be repeated feven 
times. The people were all enjoined to be perfeftly 
filent, fo that not a word was to be fpoken, till the 
concluding circuit on tHe feventh day j and then, at 
the command of Jofhua, they were to fliout aloud in 
confidence of victory, without* any direft aflault what¬ 
ever. 

The whole of the procefs, we apprehend, appeared 
utterly ridiculous to the inhabitants of Jericho, who 
muff: have condemned diem for extreme foUy and 
madnefs, in expefting any effeft from it. And hacj| 
not the Ifraclites looked immediately to God for fuc- 
cels, they would fcarcely have adopted, what muff: 
have been thought in itfelf, an unmeanbg and con¬ 
temptible ceremony.’ Alas! if we begin to queflion 

* vi. 2, &c. 
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jtJic precepts of God, and refufe our obedience to 
them, wherever we cannot perceive the reafons, or 
forefee the probable advantages of them, what do we, 
but difeover our ignorance and prefumptlon ? Is not 
fhe great God of heaven at liberty to choofe his own 
mode of proceeding, without approving it to us ? And 
is it not his prerogative, and his ufual conduct, to 
bring about the moft wonderful events by means, in 
jhemfelves, weak and infignificant? This He does, to 
jnagnify his power, to cxercife the faith of his people, 
nnd to abafe the pride of man. What can be more 
important and glorious than the faving of an immortal 
foul, the refeuing of a finner from tlie bondage of 
Satan, and "from the wrath to come?” Yet this 
amazing deliverance is generally accomplilhed by a 
method, which may* appear to Ibme as ridiculous as 
the blowing pf the trumpets, or the ftiouting of the 
Jewifh army. But it has plejifed the divine wifdom, 
“ by the fooUlhnefs of preaching, to fave them that 
believe.” " The weapons of our warfare are not car¬ 
nal, but mighty tluough God to the pulling down of 
ftrong holdsIt is our duty therefore, to ufe them 
in an humble dependence on Him, who alone can 
make them effectual. 

This firm reliance upon God, and patient obedience 
to his command, we perceive in Jofhua, who punctu¬ 
ally obferved tlie ceremony preferibed, ftrange as ic 
might feem, and at the conclufion of it, according to 
the order he had received, cried out, " Shout, for die 
Lord hath given you the city.” And immediately, on 
fhe fliout of the people, the proud fortrelfes of Jericho 

feU 



5o6 scripture characters. 

fell down to the ground, its inhabitants were confound¬ 
ed, and became an eafy prey to the Ifraelites. The 
town was ranfacked, and burned with fire; all who 

t 

dwelt in it were put to the fword, fave only the family 
of Rahab, who believed God, and had treated the 
Hebrew Ipies with kindnefs; the very fpoil of the 
wicked city was committed to the flames (except that 
the filver and the gold, the brafs and the iron were 
preferved for the treafury of the Lord’s lioufe); and 
the place was condemned to a perpetual defolation. 
A curfe was pronounced upon the man, who Ihould 
ever attempt to rebuild it; and the imprecation had 
its completion, after many ages, in Hiel the Beth- 
clite*, 

Thus “ jjy FAITH the walls of Jericho fell down-)-.” 
And while we are adluated by thu fame divine princi¬ 
ple, we have nothing to dread from our ftrongeft ene- 
piies. This very figng.1 yidtory, defigned to inlpire 
the Ifraelites with courage, Ihould alfo confirm our 
dependence upon God, and animate us to face every 
danger, What, though difficulties, to our apprehen- 
fion as infuperable as the fortifications of Jericho, 
Ihould oppofe us; the Lord of Hofts, under whofe 
banner we fight, can inftantly remove them. ** For 
He bringeth down them that dwell on high, the lofty 
city he layeth it low: he layeth it low, even to the 
ground j he bringeth it even to the duft 

The conqueft of Jericho tended to eftablifh die 
rqjutarion of Joihua, and rendered him an objedt of 
terror through all the country. But his triumph was 

• I Kings xvi. 34. Heb. xi. 30. J Ifa. xxvi. 5. 
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foon Interrupted; for tlie glory, he had acquired, was 
immediately fucceeded by a lhameful defeat. Ifrael 
was repulfed in their attack upon Ai, fome of them 
were flajn in their retreat, and all the reft were thrown 
into the utmoft confternation*. This was a fore trial 
indeed; diftrefling beyond meafure to Jolhua, who, 
not without Ibme mixture of impatience and diftruft, 
began to fear for the event, and complained unto God. 
But was there not a caufe ? If the Lord forfake his 
people, it will become them to examine, what hath 
provoked Him to deparj^ " Ifrael had finned.” One 
at leaft of their company, Achan, “ coveting an evil 
covetoufnefs,” had fecreted for himfelf fome ^a.Tt of 
the fpoil of Jericho, which was prohibited; and on 
that account their protection was withdrawn, till the 
offence Ihould be acknowledged, and marked with the 
fevereft vengeance. 

Do we not perceive, that the Lord is jealous of his 
honour, and that he will not fuffer a contempt of his 
commands, in what may,feem to us our moft trifling 
concerns, to pafs with impunity? Even his faithful 
fervants, if tempted to put forth their hands to any un¬ 
clean thing, lhall fmart for their folly. " If they re¬ 
gard iniquity in their heart, the Lord will not hear 
tliemf,” but will with-hold from them his gracious 
prefence, and give their enemies an advantage over 
them. “ A goodly Babylonilh garment, or fhekels of 
fjlver and gold” have been a fatal fnare to others, as 
well as to Achan, who have " pierced themfelves 

* Jolh. vii. I, Sec, + Pfal. Ixvi. x8. 
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through with many forrows,” and brought confufion 
and diftrels into the camp of Ifrael. This furely is a 
loud call to us, to beware of covetoufnefs. 

What, though the fin be of a fecret nature, and ib 
contrived as to elude all human obfervation j there is 
an eye, which penetrates into the inmoft receffesj the 
Lord, “ who fearcheth the heart, and trieth the reins,” 
cannot be impofed on. It Ihould feem diat the offence 
of Achan was unknown to the Ifraeijtes, and that they 
had not entertained the leaft fufpicion of him. But, 
by the divine appointment, fje was dragged forth to 
public view, and condemned to the moft ignominious 
death, ^s an example to others.-^—Shall not we, tlien, 
fear before this holy Lord God ? If we are defjrous, 
that He fhould fight for us, we muft “ fearch the camp,” 
and, with the utmoft ftridtnefs, put away the accurfed 
thing, For then He will take part with us againft all 
our adverfaries. Thus he returned to Jolhua and his 
people, with the moft gracious aflurances of favour; 
and, by His direftion, Ai, ■v^hich had before been at¬ 
tacked without fuccefe, w^s immediately fubdued and 
deftroyed*. 

We fhall remark in the conduft of the Jewilh leader, 
not only the firmeft courage as a foldier, but, what is 
perfedtly confiftent with it, the moft ferious and con- 
ftant regard to religion. After the viftories he had ob¬ 
tained, inftead of pulhing on his advantages againft the 
Canaanites, he made a fblemn paufe, erefted an altar, 
and prefented facrifices to the Lord: and then, accord- 


* Joih. viii, 1, &C, 
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ing to the injunftions of Mofes, he read, in the ears of 
all the congregation of Ifraei, the bleffings and the 
curies of the law, which alfo were engraven on ftones, 
and left recorded upon the two neighbouring mountains 
Ebal and Gerizim *.—Nor let it be confidered by per- 
fons of the moft exalted rank, as a derogation from 
their dignity, to attend to the lervice of the God of 
heaven, when they obferve Jolhua direfling the devo¬ 
tions of this numerous hoft. l.et no pleas of bufmels, 
or inconvenient fituation, be allowed in excufc for the 
neglect of prayer and public worfhip, while they per¬ 
ceive “ the thoufands of Ifraei” halting in the midll of 
an enemy’s country, and laying afide the weapons of 
war, in order to bow before the Lord, and to be in- 
ftructed in his word. 

We do not attertipt to follow the Hebrew General, 
leading his viftorious troops from one encampment to 
another. Under the guidance and proteftion of the 
Lord Almighty, he purfued his conquefts, fubducd the 
flrongeft cities of Canaan, confounded and dcftroyed 
the princes, who were ’confederate againft him, and 
put all the inhabitants to the fwordf. Defolation was 
fpread throughout the land, and, in a ftiort time, thirty 
one kings were defeated and flain. In every frefli 
danger the Lord encouraged his faithful fervant by re¬ 
newed promifes of favour and fupport, and, as it were 
in a vifible manner, “ fought for Ifraei.” This He 
did, in order to prove that this mighty army was fent 
by Himfclf, and afted under His commiflion, while 
they executed vengeance on the idolatrous Canaanites. 

• Deut. xi. 29. t JoSi. ix.—xii. 
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For thofe abandoned finners were conlumed, not only 
by the hand of the Ifraelites, but by the immediate 
interpofition of God, " who caft down great Hones 
from heaven upon them, &nd they died: they were 
more which died with hail-ftones, than they whom the 
children of Ifrael flew with the fword*.” A fignal 
honour alfo was conferred upon Jofliua, and it ap¬ 
peared, that he was no other than the vicegerent of 
Jehovah; fince at his command thofe two bright lu¬ 
minaries, the fun and the moon, were arrefled in their 
courfes, and the day was miraculoufly protradled, till 
his adverfaries were deftroydd. What words were 
thofe for a man to utter, “ Sun, Hand thou ftill upon 
GibeonJ and thou moon, in the valley of Ajalon!”— 

And the fun flood flill, and the moon flayed, until 
the people had avenged themfelyes upon their ene¬ 
mies.”—We paufe in admiration, not only of the 
power of God, who can change the whole order of 
nature according to his lovereign pleafure, but likewile 
of the faith of Jofliua, which could aflc and expect 
fuch wonders to be performed. 

Throughout this hiftory, we fliould pay a particular 
regard to the completion of the divine promifes. For 
it had been declared in various revelations to Abra¬ 
ham and his children, as alfo to Mofes, that Canaan 
Ihould be given to Ifrael for a pofleflion, and that all 
its inhabitants Ihould perifli for their iniquities. After 
fo many proofs, therefore, of the faithfulnefs of God, 
lhall We be backward to credit his word? Yet do 
not our fears and fufpicions imply a fad defeft in our 

• Jolh. X. ti. 


affiance 



) O S H U A. 5II 

affiahce upon Him ? Arc we not afraid to truft our- 
fdves in his hands ? Or, do not our hearts milgive us, 
as if he V^uld delert us at the laft ? How bale is fuch 
a difpofition! Is there an inftance to be produced, 
in which He has failed his believing people, or departed 
from his engagements? Ifj then, we have “ taken 
hold of his Covenant” in Chrift Jefus, we may, we 
fhould exped, with the moft cheerful confidence, 
whatever He has pledged himfelf to beftow.—But, in 
the awful defolation of the Canaanites, finners fhould 
perceive the terrors of his juftice, and tremble for their 
danger. Behold, then, fhat “ our God is a confum- 
ing fire.” Will you deny, that He will punifh, when 
you fee fuch tremendous dilpiays of his vengeance ? If 
you defpife the offers of his grace, his wrath, which 
is long delayed, will fell upon you in full weight and 
mcafure. He may fuffer you to follow your own way, 
till you be “ fitted to deflruftion,” but then there 
will be no efcape. 

The condudl of Jolhua towards the Canaanites has 
been feverely cenfured, as inhuman and tyrannical. 
But in the objection it feems to be forgotten, that, if 
cruelty be chargeable any where, it muft be imputed 
to God. The maffacre of thofe nations, who were 
infamous for eveiy fpecies of wickednefs, was ap¬ 
pointed and commanded by the righteous Judge of all, 
as a public and perpenial teflimony of His indignation 
againft dreir abandoned practices. He himfelf con- 
ftantly declared it to be fuch j which was a fufficient 
proof, that it did not proceed from an imperious or 
fanguinary difpofition in the conquerors, who aded 

only 
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only according to the divine commiflion widi 
they were intrufted*. Shall we, then, prefume to call 
in qtieftion the right which God has of puiflhing fin- 
nersi or fliall we diftate to Him, in what way that 
punifhment ftiould be inflidted? Famine, peftilence^ 
fire, and earthquakes are the inftruments of his ven¬ 
geance i and when He is pleafed to make ufe of diefe 
for the purpofes of his government, they produce de- 
folations not iefs tremendous than thofe, of which the 
Ifraelites were the authors. And why may not the 
ktter, as well as the former^ be employed to do his 
•will, if He lhall fo appoint? They knew and profeffed 
themfe^ves to be no other than the executioners of that 
fcntencc, which the moft High and Holy God had 
pronounced againft the Canaanitesj and therefore they 
were not at liberty to with-holcf the ftroke of juftice. 
By the fame authority, they feized upon the whole 
country for their own inheritance, which, without fuch 
a licence, they could not have taken to themfelves, but 
by the moft ftiamelefs violatipn of common equity. 

But may not Jofliua’s condudt be pleaded as a pre¬ 
cedent for unprovoked wars, and a wanton deftruftion 
of the conquered? No: unlefs thofe, who would urge 
this plea, can exhibit the fame credentials of a com¬ 
miflion from Heaven, which were evidently given to 
Jolliua. 

By this remarkable difpenfarion the Lord defigned 
to manifeft his own glorious perfeftions, and to ex¬ 
cite the furrotmdiqg nations to revert and to worfhip 

• Jo(h. xi. 15, 20. 


him. 



JOSHUA. ^13 

him. It was alfo intended to preferve his people from 
idolatry, by removing thofe, who would have been 
continually tempting them to fin, and likewife by im¬ 
prefling their minds with a*deep fenfe of the heinoufi- 
nefs of thole offences, for which the Canaanites were 
made an example of vengeance.—^But we pretend not 
to anfwer all the proud and impious objedtions of infi¬ 
dels, who are determined not to be convinced. We 
will warn them, however, that, while they are cavil¬ 
ling with the word or ways of God, they are haften- 
ing to a deftruftion infinitely more terrible, than that 
of the Canaanites. They will alfo quarrel with this 
appointment. Be it fo. The great God will vindi¬ 
cate his authority, and affert his right of punilhing, by 
the final and everlafting damnation of all fuch, as con¬ 
tinue to oppofe him.* 

We have been contemplating Jolhiia as a man of 
war, as the wife General, thejbrave Soldier. But he 
will appear no lefs wortlry to be admired in a peaceful 
fituation, wherein he Ihone as an aftive Magiftrate, 
and a pious Prophet. No fooner had the Lord given 
hhn reft from his enemies, and confirmed him in the 
quiet pofleffion of Canaan, t;han he divided the coun¬ 
try by lot, according to the divine injundlion, among 
the different tribes of IfraeL To prevent confiifion, 
and to guard againft contentions, die diftinft bounda¬ 
ries were pointed out, and the government was ad- 
jufted, conformably to the directions he had received. 
But the principal objeCt of his concern was to eftablilh 
the nation in the fear and the pure worlhip of God. 
We obferve with delight the moft indubitable proofs of 
VoL. J. LI his 
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his zeal and fervour in religion. We have already ifett 
him praying for, and preaching to, the people on mount 
Ebal: and, as foon as their outward circumftances per¬ 
mitted, provifion was madi for the ftated celebration of 
God’s fervice. T he tabernacle was fet up with great fo- 
lemnity by the whole congregation of Ifrael at Shiloh, 
where the public ordinances continued to be adminif- 
tered for above three hundred years*. The fame de¬ 
vout fpirit was manifeft in all his deportment. When 
the two tribes and a half, at the conclufion of the war, 
returned to their fettlement beyond Jordan, the vene¬ 
rable commander difmiffed them with his bleffing, and 
" charged every one of thein, as a father doth his 
children:” “ Take diligent heed to do the command¬ 
ment and the law, which Mofes the fervant of the 
Lord charged you, to love the«Lord your God, and 
to walk in all his ways, and to keep his command¬ 
ments, and to cleave unto him, and to ferve him with 
all your heart and with all your foulf.” 

Ytm before Wc hafteo to the clofe of his life, which 
Chrift,Hi7. honourable, and in which we dif- 

cover the fincerity and the ardour of his piety. Here 
we behold the departing famt, burning with eager 
defire to promote the glory of God and the :^iritual 
welfare of furviving friends, and fupporting to the laft 
the dignity of his chara< 5 ter. When he was in daily 
expeftation of his death, at the. advanced age of one 
hundred and ten years, he twice alfembl^ the congre¬ 
gation of Ifrael, with all, their elders and officers, that 
he might inftruff, exhort, encourage, and'admonifh 
• Jofh. xviii, 1. f xxii. 5. 
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tiieirt; and thus he endeavoured to render them the 
tnoft eflential fervice, by confirming them in the 
knowledge, love, and worfhip of God*. While he 
took a moft folemn leave ^)f them, he was folicitous 
to improve his influence to the bell purpofes, and, 
therefore, preflfed them by every argument “ to cleave 
unto the Lord, to fear him, and to ferve him in fince- 
rity and truth.” He called to their remembrance the 
wonderful works which God had wrought for them, 
that he might excite in them a fenfe of gratitude; and 
that he might eflablifh their faith, he fet before them 
the bleflings they might fttll exped: from a faithful God. 
He teftified, and appealed to them for the truth of it, 
that all the divine promifes had been fulfilled to them; 
and he declared furdier, that the heaviefl judgments, 
which were denounced, would be inflided in cafe of 
their difobedience. From fuch confiderations he ex¬ 
horted them to maintain a continual watchfulnefs over 

# 

tliemfelves, and to perfevere, with a holy courage and 
fteadfaftnefs, in the way of righteoufnefs; and warned 
them to beware of turning afide in any meafure to the • 
pradices of the heathen, and of forming connedions 
with them. At the conclufion of his laft addrefs, he in- 
treated them to weigh well what God demanded of 
them, and to make a deliberate choice, refpeding their 
religion; adding, whatever might be Their purpofe, it 
was His fixed determination, that he together with his 
houfehold would ferve the Lord. 

The perfon, age, authority, and dying circumftances 
of the preacher, as well as the ardour with which he 

Jofli. xxiii. I, &c. xxiv. i, &c. 

L1 2 fpokc. 
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fpoke, coidd not but affeft the audience, who, thcrci 
fore, profeffed the ftrongeft refolutions of adhering to 
die pure worfliip of God. Still the prophet, fufpefting, 
it Ihould feem, fome infirfcerity or unfteadinefs, cau¬ 
tioned them againft hypocrify, and required them, in 
proof of their integrity, to feal their vows, by entering 
into an exprefs covenant with the Lord. This was ac¬ 
cordingly done, and the folemnity left an abiding im- 
preflion upon the people in favour of true piety: and 
thus, as the life of Jofbua had been extenfively ufefiii, 
his death was exceedingly honourable. It is recorded 
to his praife, that “ Ifrael felved the Lord all the days 
of Jofhua, and all die days of the elders that overlived 
Jofhua.” What a blefling to fociety and to the 
Church of God is fuch an example! The removal, 
therefore, of fo eminent a faint is no lefs than a public 
calamity. 

May not the charafter before us be propofed as a 
pattern to kings, and to all who are in authority? 
How defirable is it to fee power exercifed for the 
glory of God, and for the ‘advancement of real god- 
linefs 1 Or, will any pjefurae to allege, diat religious 
concerns ought not to interfere, or to be regarded, in 
the adminiftration of government? Alas! how widely 
different are human politics from the word of, God, 
which declares, that "-righteournefs exalteth a nation*!” 
Thofe fhould be efteemed as the beft friends of their 
countiy, who exert their influence for the fupprefllon 
of fih, and the encouragement of holinefe. Nor is this 
the bufinefs of niagiftrates alone: dtere is not one, 

• Prov. xiv. 3^. 


intrufted 



JOSHUA. 517 

intrufted with a family, who is not bound to fay with 
Jofliua, ** As for me and my houfe, we will ferve the 
Lord.” May fuch a determination fee formed in the 
heart of every mailer, and of every parent, who fltall 
call their eyes upon thefe pages! How eMe will you 
give account of the important charge, which is com¬ 
mitted to you ? O let not your children and your fcr- 
vants be witneflfes againft you! Nor let the carelels 
and profane conduft of others direft your pradlice. 
Though you fhould be derided and defpifed as precile 
and Angular, fee not afraid^ or alhamed to pray with and 
inftrudl all thofe, who are under your carej for thus 
on'y will you prove, that you fed the worth of your 
own fouls. 

The departure of Jolhua, we have feen, was 
moft glorious. Who would not wilh to die, like 
this eminent faint, cotinfeiling, encouraging, and 
earneftly foliciting, every fiyyiving friepd to cleave 
unto the Lord? And have we not known or heard 
of many in our day, wjjo have teftified, with their 
laft breath, that they have ferved a faithful and a 
gracious Matter, that all the promifes have been 
fulfilled, and that not one good thing hath fail¬ 
ed?” Are we not hereby convinced more firmly 
of the truth and excellence of religion, while we 
perceive what fupport and confidence it pan admi- 
nitter, when every earthly comfort is about to be 
withdrawn? Are we not animated to perfevere ip 
a continual devotednels to God, from the expec¬ 
tation, that We alfo lhall finifh our courfe with 

joy? 
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But how terrible the cafe of the finner, who 
" is driven away in his wickednefs!” What tefti- 
mony can he bear? Or what encouragement can 
He give to others? Would He moft importunately 
rcqueft his friends and his children to follow him? 
Or are there any to blefs His memory? ** When 

the wicked perilh, there is Ihouting*.”-O that 

the God of all grace may roufe die impenitent 
from their wretched ftupidity, awaken them with 
a fenfe of their danger, and reveal his Salvation 
to them! Thus will they live and die with happinefs 
to themfelves, and with ulefulnefs to others j and, 
when the Ifrael of God ftiall be brought to the hea¬ 
venly Canaan, they alfo lhall enter with great tri¬ 
umph into the promifed and purchafed inheritance, 
Amen. 

• Trov, xi. 10. 
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A TYPE OF CHRIST. 

SECT. 2. 

yo/hua pK^efigured the Saviour, as Captain of the hordes 
hofts-r-called ^ the fame name—dike Him, fent hy a 
divine cemmijjion—qualified for his office—conduced 
the people—fubdued tSeir enemes hy feebleft means— 
/pared and received thofe, who would fubmit—dejlroyed 
his oppojers—made his followers to triumph, dnd fixed 
them in the promifed inheritance. 

It is the principal defign of thefe praftical refleftions 
on Scripture Charafters, to point out the excellencies 
and defers of each exampft, that, while we cenfure 
the latter and admire the former, we may the better 
reftify our own conduit? But befides this mere hifto- 
rical improvement of the facred records, we have oc- 
cafionally attempted to derive another advantage from 
them, by inftituting a comparifon between fome of the 
moft eminent faints and the pattern of all righteouf* 
nels, the Lord Jefus Chrift. For in them is exhibited 
a reprefcntation of die offices which He luftains, and 
of the power, grace, and faithfulnefe, which He has 
dilplayed, in the Redemption of his people. Such 
perfons, we fay, were types of Chriit, or figures, which 
epptaip a refcmblanpe of Him, in fome or other of his 

L, 1 perfe&ionS| 
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perfedlions, in the work.He has undertaken, or in Ae 
benefits He beftows. 

It muft be confelled, that the futgedt requires much 
judgment and difcretion, aS well as pious afiedions. 
A wild and unreftraiiled imagination woi^d be parti¬ 
cularly mifchievous here. We lament, that certain 
expounders of the fcripturcs, w^th the beft intentions, 
have done little more than indulge their own foolifh 
reveries} and thereby the truths of God, which they 
profefs to recommend, are expofed to contempt. But 
while we are awar^ of diis danger, and defire to avoid 
it, we apprehend, that we have fiifficient authority for the 
typical interpretation of many of thole ancient hiftorics 
recorded in the Bible. For this purpofe, therefore, 
we refume the life of Jolhua, in many parts of which 
we lhall perceive an allufive rfprefentation of the 
Saviour, of the commiffion with which He is invefted, 
and of the mighty work wluch he performs for the fal- 
vation of his people. 

Our meditations on thefe things, we trull, will not 
be dellitute of profit or delight, as they will tend to 
give us clearer and more enlarged conceptions of the 
glory, power, and love of Chrift. Is not this He, to 
whom we have refigned the care, and government, 
and protedlion of our fouls ? Will it not, therefore, 
confirm our faith, enliven our hope, and excite the 
jnoft fervent gratitude and joy in our hearts, to obferve, 
that in Jefiis we have a Prince of moll exalted dignity, 
an infellible Guide, an invincible Defender? For, what 
_ Jolhua was to the tribes of Ifrael, our Jefus is to thq 
pi^eiial Churcl^ lie himfelf has aflerted his right to 
... . that 
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tiiat tide, “ The Captain of the Lord’s host." 
In this very charafter he appeared to Jolhua, when 
meditating the fiege of Jericho, and the fame office he 
yet continues tg fuftain fbr*his believing people, whom 
he calls out to an honourable warfare, and engages to 
make viftorious over all their enemies. Accordingly, 
He is defcribed by an ancient Prophet as " A Leader 
and Commander,” and by an Apoftle as " The Cap¬ 
tain of our falvation*.” 

It ought not to pals unobferved, that the Jewilh 
Governor was diftinguilhed by the fame name as the 
great Redeemer of the world, undoubtedly with a 
reference to Him; whence, however different the Ian- 
guage be, in which it is exprefled, the meaning and the 
interpretation are one. If the Greeks write Jesus, 
and the Hebrews Joshua, they both intend the divine 
Saviour. In two paflages, therefore, we read Jesus, 
where the Ifraelitilh Gener|l is intended, and the 
word Ihould, more properly, have been tranflated 
Joshua f. 

But, not to inlift on the name, we confider the 
arduous employment, to which they were relpeftively 
appointed. Mofes was not permitted to condudt the 
Ifraelites into the promifed landj but that peculiar 
honour was referved for Jolhua, who was railed up 
for the very purpofe. Nor ought we to forget, that 
pone but Jefus can put us into the pofleflion of hea¬ 
ven. As Mofes was a guide to Ifrael for a time, lb 
may the law be " our fehool-mafter, to bring us un- 
pq Chrift J.’- But what the law cannot do, that He 
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is able to effedt, and pledges himfelf for the perform*# 
ance of it. 

This was an office, which Jolhua did not take to 
himfelfj but he was exprelsly called to it, and invefted 
with it, by the higheft authority. He received his 
commiffion immediately from God, and entered upon 
his work with the ftrongeft: aflurances of the divine*di- 
redtion and fupport.—<—-Our exalted Leader, in like 
manner, was conftituted the Head of the Church by 
a particular defignation; and therefore he declared, 
that “ He came down from heaven, not to do his 
own will, but the will of‘him that fent him*.” 
Though, according to his ori^nal ftate, he was equal 
with God, and polTefled the feme glory as the Fa¬ 
ther, yet he fubmitted, for our fakes, to become a 
fervanti and in his mediatorial charadler, as if he had 
been an inferior, he was fet apart for his great under¬ 
taking, and furnifhed with full powers for the execu¬ 
tion of it. In his human nature he was capable of 
feeling weaknefs and fearj and therefore promifes of 
comfort and aflTiftance were given him, that he might 
not faint under the weight of his charge. For thus 
fpake Jehovah, “ Behold my fervant, whom I uphold^ 
mine eledl, in whom my foul delighteth.—I, the Lord, 
have called thee in righteoufnefs, and will hold thine 
hand, and will keep thee, and giye thee for a covenant 
of the people, for a light of the Gentiles f.” Jefus, 
theni was fuftained by the Godhead, and thus “ tra¬ 
velled in the greamefs of his ftrength;” nor did he 
ce^efeom his work, till he feid, It is finiffied.’’ 

• John vi. 38, '. + Ifa. xlii. 1, 6. 

The 
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The Ifraelkes had the ftrongeft evidence, that their 
Captain was placed over them by a divine commif- 
fion, and, if any one of them had denied his autho¬ 
rity, or refufed obedience to his command, the tranf- 
greflbr would have been liable to the fevereft punifh- 
mcnt. We alfo are favoured with teftimonies more 
numerous, clear, and indubitable, that our Jefus is “ a 
Prophet come from God,” nay that he is no other 
than “ The Lord from heaven,” and that, as fuch, 
he has an inconteftable claim to our unfeigned regard 
and fubmiffion. He could confidendy appeal to a 
long train of miracles, in proof of his miffion and 
chara£ter. The Gofpel, dierefore, does noj; barely 
folicit, but demand, our cordial aflent and compliance 
on pain of eternal damnation; and thofe, who reje£h 
it, after a propofal 6f its offers, will be left without 
excufe. " See, then, that ye refufe not Him that 
fpeaketh*.” For a voice fi-om heaven proclaims, 
** This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed: 
hear ye himf.” 

Is it allowed, that Jofhua was qualified for his of¬ 
fice, as being pofleffed of ail neceflary abilities ? And 
lhall we not maintain, that Jefus was every way fitted 
for his great undertaking ? His power, wifdom, love, 
and faithfulnefs, have all been demonftrated with fuch 
unqueftionable evidence, as forbids us to harbour any 
difhonourable thoughts of him. We rejoice, then, 
that " He is able to fave to the uttermoft,” that He 
will finifh the work in righteoufhefs,” and that " He 
will not fail nor be difeouraged, till he have fet judg- 

f Heb. xiL 2j. t Matt, xvij, 5, 
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ment in the earth," and fully accomplifhed the falvar 
don of all who believe. 

If we purfue the hiftory ^of Jofhua, we fliall per- 
CHve an inftruftive reprefentation of the benefits, 
which'we expeft to derive from the guidance and 
the care of Jefus. When the people were firft com¬ 
mitted to his charge, after their tedious pilgrimage, 
they had the land of promife in their view, but yet 
the deep and overflowing waters of Jordan oppofed 
their entrance into it: and, had they not been lupport- 
ed by a firm reliance upon Gdd, they might ftill have 
funk down in defpair. But it was fufficient for them, 
that the«Lord had appointed them a Leader, by whom 
He would bring them into Canaan, whom, therefore, 
it was their chief concern to follow and obey. Under 
die direftion of Jolhua the waves divided, and Jor¬ 
dan itfelf afforded them a fafe and comfortable 
pafiage to the inheritance, they had long and eagerly 
defired. 

The application is obviou*. This world is a wil- 
dcrnefs, in which, like weary pilgrims, we wander for 
a feafon. We have the prolpeft, indeed, of a glorious 
kingdom, but before we can be admitted into it, we 
muft go “ through the valley of the fhadow of death,” 
which may not improperly be compared to the deep 
waters < 5 f Jordan. How terrible does it appear! 
Who does not flirink back from it with difmay? If 
we prefume to fet forward widiout our Guide, we 
fink, we perifh. But let us not forget. Who under¬ 
takes to lead us. Jefus himfelf has gone before, and 
engages to .condud us in perfeft fecurity. Let us 
' ’• arife 
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arife at his call, nor fear to tread, where He ihall point 
out the way, and we ftiall fee greater things than the 
Ifraelites did. How many have already experienced 
his faithfiilnefs, and enedbrage us to rely upon his 
tare! One fays, “ Though I walk through the val¬ 
ley of the lhadow of death, I will fear no evilj for 
Thou art with me*.” Another teftifies, " My flelh 
and my heart faileth j but God is the ftrength of my 
heart, and my portion for everf.” A third declares, 
" Lord, now letteft thou thy fervant depart in peace, 
according to thy word; for mine eyes have feen thy 
Salvation J.” A fourth exults in the view of his dif- 
folution, and cries out, “ Thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the viftory through our Lord Jefus Chrift: 
—For I know whom I have believed, and am per- 
fuaded that He is able to keep that which I have com¬ 
mitted unto him againft that day§,” 

But was not fuch confidence as this peculiar to an¬ 
cient times ? No: the fame knowledge of the Saviour, 
the fame dependence on him, will produce the fame 
elFefts in every age. 'there have been many, within 
oiir own obfervation, who, followmg the guidance of 
Jellis, and trufting in his proteftion, though ftanding 
on the banks of Jordan, have been able to fmile, and^ 
fmg, and triumph. Nor is this aflurance to be con¬ 
demned as prefumption, fince it arifes from a perfua- 
fion of the fufiiciency of Chrift, and from an entire 
reliance upon his promifc. Do any therefore, who 
have believed in his name, tremble at the apprehenfion 

• Pfal. xxiii. 4. t 26. t Luke ii. 29, 30. 

( I Cor. XV, 37. 3 Tim; 5. 12. 
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•of their departure? We encour^e you to be of good 
comfort: “ O ye of litde faith, wherefore do ye 
doubt?” Only commit the keeping of your fouls to 
Jcfus in well-doing}” and then fear not the deep waters 
which obftru£t you} but ** lift up your heads, for your 
redemption draweth nigh.” 

We (hall perceive another refemblance of our ex¬ 
alted Leader, in a different point of view, if we accom¬ 
pany the Jewifh Commander in the war which he 
maintained againft the Canaanites. He was taught to 
expeft a fevere conflidt} for, though he was placed 
at the head of a numerous hoft, he had to contend 
with enemies, who were far fuperior both in number 
and po^♦'er. But he was affured, that not a man fhould 
be able to ftand before him ; and it is beautiful to be¬ 
hold his undaunted courage and pnwearied exertions, 
in behalf of Ifrael, while he conduced his army from 
one conqueft to another. 

But our eyes are unto* Thee, O Lord Jefus Chrift, 
who art " the Captain of our Salvation.” Thou 
haft fet up the ftandard of thf crols, and direded all, 
who would follow thee, to “ gird themfelves unto 
batde:” We, therefore, defire to give in our names 
to thee, that we may be thy “ faithful foldiers and 
fervants unto our lives end.” But “ we have no 
might againft that great company, that cometh againft 
us, neither know we what to do.” - “ O Lord,.under¬ 
take for us,” and go forth with us againft them that 
oppofe US} for “ vain is the help of man. Through 
thee we fliall do valiantly} for thou wilt tread down 
our enemies.” We read and hear of thoufands of thy 

faints. 
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faints, whom thou haft enabled to fight the good 
fight,” and to finilh their warfare in a glorious and 
triumphant manner: O Lord, infpire us with the fame 
ardour, which they poffeffedj make us, like them, 
" faithful unto deathj” and then, of thine infinite 
mercy, beftow upon us “ the crown of life!” 

The Ifraelites, We have feen, advanced under the 
command of Joftiua againft the ftrong and fortified 
city of Jericho, and attempted its reduftion by a moft 
uncommon mode of attack. For who would have 
thought, that the blaft of rams horns and the fhout 
of a multitude would have brought down the high 

walls and bulwarks?-Not lefs fingular, nor left 

efficacious, are the means, by which Jefus, who con- 
dufts his people “ againft principalities and powers,” 
“ puUs down their ftrong holds,” enters even into the 
palace of the proud ufurper, and, “ overcoming him, 
taketh from him all his armour, wherein he trufted, 
and divideth his fpoils*.” The preaching of the Gof- 
pel, weak and contemptible as it may appear, though 
pot recommended " with excellency of Ipeech or of 
wifdom,” nor enforced by human power, has accom- 
plilhed wonderful events, not lefs furprifing than the 
conqueft of Jericho. Many prefumptuous oppofers 
have been hereby fubdued, Satan has been difpofleffed 
of the hearts of his chief adherents, the kingdom of 
righteoufnefs has been enlarged j and, by this very ordi¬ 
nance, our Joftiua ftiall extend his vidories to the 
moft diftant lands, and “ will draw all men unto 
him.” 

• Luke xi. 22 . 
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One family of the accurfed city was faved. Rahab 
had faith in God, joined herfelf to his pct^le, and 
therefore periflied not with die unbflievers*. She 
was thenceforth incorporatM with the Ifraelites, and 
was the «)Ot of an honourable houfehold among them. 
This was an intimation of defigns of mercy to the 
•Gentile world} and it reprefents to’ us the readinefs of 
the Saviour to pardon, and to admit into his Churchy 
even thofe who have been of the vileft charaften 
Their paft iniquities, though moft hemous> and their 
former connections with his avowed enemies, lhall not 
diiqualify them for his favour: for “ the publicans and 
the harlots may go into the kingdom of Godf.” 
.Let them only fubmit, like Rahab, crediting the di-- 
vine declarations; our Jolhua will Ipare them, and 
.number them among the true Ifraelites. 

The fame of Jolhua fpread a terror throu^ the 
land; and, though the inhabitants in general were 
moft obdurate, and determined to oppofe his arms, 
there were Ibme who defired conditions of peace. 
The men of Gibeon made a^eague with him. They 
were then taken under his protection j and, whilft the 
neighbouring ftates were confederate againft them, 
and aimed at thdr deftrudion, on account of their 
alliance with the Jewilh Leader, he fought their bat¬ 
tles for them, and fecured them the victory —^And 
will it not be for the intereft and happinefs of finners, 
to feek the fiiendlhip of the Saviour, and to enter 
into a covenant with Him, even upon his own terms f 
Though the world rejeCt his authority, and umte in. 

f Heb.xi. 31. t'Matt.xxh'si. t Joih. ix Sex. 
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pcrfccuting thofe who furrender unto Him, Jeuis will 
receive them gracioiifly, and will be a fuiiicient defence 
to them from the violence and rage of their aHbciated 
enemies. 

How vain is refiflance to fuch a Commander! 
What nation or city was able to (land againft Jofliua ? 
If we follow him from one encampment to another, 
we fhall fee all the kings of Canaan confounded, van- 
quifiied, and deftroyed before him. How complete 
was the triumph, when he called for all the men of 
Ifrael, and faid unto the captains of the men of w'ar, 
which went with him. Come near, put your feet upon 
the necks of thefe kings* !”—But you, who are enrol- 
cd in the armies of the faithful under the dilfedlion 
and fupport of our illuftrious Head, {hall obtain a 
conqucft infinitely; more glorious. Have you any cruel 
adverfaries, who, for your attachment to Jcfus, de¬ 
clare themfelves againft you ? He, whom you ferve, 
fays, Fear them not. Look unto the end, when your 
moft powerful oppofers (hall be made to bow down 
before you with unutterable anguifh, and fhall receive 
the fentence of condemnation from your mouth: for 

the faints fhall judge the world f.”—Does Satan, the 
avowed enemy of God and man, attempt to feduce, to 
perplex, and devour you ? Refift him manfully, and 
“ he will flee from you “ Put on the whole ar¬ 
mour of God i’’ and, while you fight with thofe wea¬ 
pons only, which are " mighty through God,” you 
may rejoice in the aflurance, that the God of peace 

* Jofli. X. 24. f I Cor, vi. a. J Jamet iy. 7. 
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lhall bruife Satan under your feet fhortly —Do your 
inward lufts, with the mod formidable and continual 
aflkults, drive for the maftery, and threaten to over¬ 
whelm and deflroy you?* O feek the helpofjefus, 
who alone can fubdue in you every wrong principle 
and affedion. He will communicate fuch a mcafure 
of the fandifying influence of his Spirit, that “ Sin 
ihall not have dominion over you j-.” Under His care, 
then, you fhall be fupported in the conflidt, and in the 
end you (hall obtain a perfedt and everlafting deliver¬ 
ance. 

This is a vidtory, which *cannot be efFedted by the 
powers of reafon, the refined arguments of human 
philolSphy, or the flrength of our own refolutions, but 
which Jefus beflows, which is to be acquired only by 
living in dependence on His grace and righteoufnefs, 
and which, therefore, none but Believers can enjoy 
In order to gain this honourable conqued, we mud 
“ fight the good fight of faith." And if we are en¬ 
gaged in the Chriftian warfare, let us beware, left, by 
any perfidioufnefs, we proToke our Captain to with¬ 
draw from us, and to leave us expofed to the aflkults 
of our enemies. For He is “jealous for his holy 
name,” and will refufe to go before us, if ever we 
fliould be induced, like A chan, to “ take of the ac» 
curfed thing.” 

But many belong not to the armies of Ifrael, The 
worldly, the fenfual, the proud, the covetous, what¬ 
ever they may profefs, follqw not our Leader, but 
arc “ the adverfaries of the Lord.” And what have 

• Rom. xvi. 20 , t Rom. vi. 14. J 1 John v, 4, 5. 
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you to expert at his hands ? You have heard of the 
very terrible deftru£tion, to which Jofliua devoted the 
iinners of Canaan. But we want words to convey any 
adequate idea of the tremendous ruin, the “ evcrlaft- 
ing punilhment,” to which Jefus will condemn thofc 
who will not yield fqbmifllon to his authority. You 
mull either bow to the feeptre of his grace, and thus 

make peace with him of elfe, “ he will break 
you with a rod of iron, and dafh you in pieces like a 
potter’s vefTel 

We haften to the clofe^of this hiftory, wherein wc 
meet with "another beautiful reprefentation of the faith- 
fulnefs and fufficiency of the Saviour, while we qbferve 
the Ifraelitlfli General fixing and eftablifiiing his peo¬ 
ple in their inheritance. It was the purpofc of God 
from the beginning, a’nd had been repeatedly declared 
to his lervants in different ages, that the defeendants 
of Abraham fhould poffels the kingdom of Canaan,— 
the land which the Lord had " efpied for them, flow¬ 
ing with milk and honey, ^nd which was the glory of 
all lands f.” Many previous meafures were taken, in 
order to prepare for this event, but the completion of 
the defign was referved for Jofliua. It was he, who, 
in a- triumphant manner, condufted the hofts of Ifrael 
into that delightful country, who afllgned to the various 
tribes their refpeftive portions, and faw them fettled 
in peace and profperity around him. Then, when the 
whole fcheme was accompli fhed, they were all required 
to teftify, that " not on# thing had failed of all the 
good things, which the Lord their God fpake concern- 

• Pfal. 5 i. 9. t Ezek. xx. 6. Deat. xi. 10—is. 
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ing them.” To Him, therefore, “ who keepeth 
truth for ever,” they were taught to aferibe the praife. 
** For they got not the land in pofleflion by their 
own fword, neither did their own arm fave them 5 but 
thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy 
countenance, becaufc thou hadft a^favour unto them 
In thefe feveral circumftanccs we difeover a ftriking • 
reiciiiblance of the great plan of Salvation. The re¬ 
deemed of the Lord lhall “ inherit the kingdom pre¬ 
pared for them from the foundation of the world 
For “ it is their Father’s good pleafure to give them 
the kingdom fMuch has been done ‘in variom 
ways jto forward the gracious defign; but the full 
pei furmance is intrufted to the care of Jefus. He 
is “ the Captain of die Lord’s hofts,” who ftands 
engaged to bring them to heavtn. This was the ob- 
jedb of his counfels from the beginning, nor will he 
leave his fcheme unfinjlhcd. For the accomplilhment 
of his purpofe, he relinquiflied the throne of his glo¬ 
ry, became obedient to ^e law, was made a curfe, 
died, went down into the grave, and rofe again: and, 
though he now reigns above, he is carrying on 
the fame work, and, with a particular regard to it, he 
will continue to maintain univerfai dominion, “ until 
the redemption of the purchafed pofleflion, unto the 
praife of his glory.” Not one of his faithful followers 
fhall fail of attaining “ the promife of eternal inherit¬ 
ance j” for it is " referved in heaven for them,” and 
they ** are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto falvation J.” His grace and truth arc pledged 

Pfal. aliv. 3. t Matt. XXV. 34. Lukexii. 32. 
j;. 1 Pet. i. 4, 5. 
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fot their prefent fecurity, and for their final admiflion 
into “ the joy of their Lord.” They lhall " fit with 
him in his throne, and fliall reign for ever and 
ever*.” 

Canaan, we have feen, as the land of rest into 
which the Hebrews were conduced, typified the hea¬ 
venly country, to which our expeftations arc raifed. 
But how inferior, and how defeftive, the former, in 
comparifon of the latter! The Reft of the Ifraelitcs 
was far from being complete, and was but of a fliort 
duration: and therefore one of a more excellent nature 
is provided for us by the Gofpel. “ For if Jefus (or 
Jofliua) had given them Reft, (in the full fenfe of 
the word) then would he not afterward h^c fpoken 
of another day f.” But now « there remaineth a reft 
for the people of God—a Reft which may properly 
be called fo, perfeft in degree, and everlafting in 
continuance. How delightful the profpefl: 1 ** It 
doth not yet appear, what we fliall be j but we know, 
that, when he fhall appear, we fliall be like him j for 
we fliall fee him as heis f 

It will then be confefled, that the Lord “ hath done 
all things well,” in truth as well as mercy, that he 
hath fulfilled his Covenant,. and that not one of ail 
his precious promifes has failed. Then, what accla¬ 
mations of joy and gratitude will break forth from all 
the ranfomed of the Lord, who fliall come to Zion ! 
But to whom will the praife be due ? They will all 
cry out, in admiratibn of the grace of Jefus, ** Unto 

Rev. iii. *z. *xH. 5. f H*l?. iv. S. tijohniii.a. 
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him that loved us, and waftied us from our fins in his 
own blood, and hath made us kings and priefts unto 
God and his Father, to him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen *.’* 

The fubjeft is moft intcrefting and claims the atten¬ 
tion of different characters. 

I. You, who are defirous of entering into his Refi, 
jnuft enlift under the banners of this Captain, and 
** endure hardnefs, as good foldiers of Jefus Chrift.” 
For ** the kingdom of heaven fuffereth violence, and 
the violent take it by force f.” The enfign is lifted 
up, wherever the Gofpel is pre'ached. Who are they, 
that flock unto it ? “Who is on the Lord’s fide ?” 
How ftra^ge is it, that fo many are unwilling to join 
the armies of Ifrael! For, Who will not wilh to be of 
their company, when their warfare is accomplifhed, 
and they take poffefllon of their inheritance ? Be per- 
fuaded, then, to comply with the gracious invitation 
of the Saviour, and cheerfully and cordially furrender 
up your all to him, faying, “ Lord, I am thine j make 
me faithful in thy fervicc, and Rad me forward in what¬ 
ever way thou pleafcft} only may I at laft be crowned 
with vidlory in thy prefence 1” 

a. You, who profefs his name, and follow his ftand- 
ard, •** quit yourfelves like men, be ftrong.” Conti¬ 
nue to maintain the glorious conflift, which, fevere as 
It may be, will fhortly be ended, and will iffue in your 
unfpcakable felicity. Then ** be not wearied, not" 
^int in your minds.” Behold the prize which is let 

before youj and let the'profpedl of “ the glory, which 

• • * * 

* Rev. i. e, 6. f Matt. xi. la. 
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fiiall be revealed in you,” animate your fouls to the 
moft vigorous exertions. If you tremble at the oppo- 
fition of your enemies, you forget* furely, that ** the 
battle is the Lord’s.” It^s diflionourable in you, who 
have fuch exalted expeftations, to indulge a fear; and, 
by defpondency of mind, you betray your Mailer’s 
caufe, and make all his adverfaries to triumph., Bu^ 
if you fupport your chara< 5 ler, and preferve a fteadjr 
courage, in a dependence on Him, under whom you 
fight, you (hall not be alhamed at the laft, but come 
off ** more than conquerors,” however weak and 
defencelefs you may now feem. Even in this life. 
One man of you {half chafe a thoufand; for the 
Lord your God, He it is that fighteth for ybu, as he 
hath promifed you *.” And hereafter, you lhall 
Hand in great boldnefs, before the face of fuch as have 
afflifled youj—who lhall be troubled with terrible fear, 
and lhall be amazed at the llrangenefs of your falva- 
tion, fo far beyond all that they looked for -f 
Therefore 

3. You, who are engaged in rebellion againft the 
Lord’s Anointed, who rejcdl his grace and refill his 
government, are earncllly exhorted to confidcr your 
Hate. You lay, ** We will not have this man to 
reign over usj: We alk you, then. Is not your 
condufl: moll bafe ? For, to whom do you Ihew con¬ 
tempt, or refufc obedience ? Is it not to Him, who 
has created and fuftained you j to whom you are in¬ 
debted for that very life, which you employ agsunft 

* Jsih. xxiti. 10. . f Wifd. v. i, a. 

;( Lake xix. 14. 
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him ? Is it not to Himj who has been fending to you, 
from year to year, the offers of his mercy, and be- 
fceching you to be faved ? And is He to be defpifed 
and oppofed ? 

But we inquire further. Are you nc a£l:ing a dan¬ 
gerous part i as if you were obftinatcly bent upon your 
own ruin ? For, while you rife up in rebellion againft 
Chrift, what do you but provoke Him to rife up 
againfr you ? And what iffue can you expefb in this 
unequal conteft ? Be fure, that He will be true to 
his word: you fhall ftand at his bar j you fhall hear 
that tremendous fentence, “ Tliofe mine enemies bring 
hither, and flay them befolfe me.” And Who fhall 
deliver ybu out of his hand ? O fubmit to him with¬ 
out referve: Bow down at his feet, and intreat him to 
make peace with you. ” Kifs the’ Son, left he be 
angry, and ye perifh from the way, when his wrath is 
kindled but a little. Blefted are all they, that put their 
puftwHimV’ 

• Pfal. ii. la. 
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